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On Lookout Mountain
5951 Alabama Hwy. 117

Mentone, Alabama  35984
256-634-3001

2014 - A GREAT YEAR COMING
 New Kitchen, New Dining Room, Same Great Chef 

Enjoy our Food and Browse Through
Some of Mentone’s Great Works of Art

Open Thursday–Monday, 10:00 til 4:00

Join Us For Lunch – Thursday–Monday, 10:00 til  2:30
Music and Dinner Every 1st and 3rd Thursday,

Dinner at 5:30, Music 7:00 til 9:00
Dinner served from 6:00 til 9:00 on Friday and Saturday evenings. 

Each Dining Experience Prepared by Chef  Jimmy Rogers
Reservations Requested

The little girl in the mirror told Joyce 
Ho�man’s mother that Joyce had a special 

gi�. Joyce was six years old when she drew the 
picture of a girl looking in the mirror. �e girl’s 
back was in the foreground and the perfect face 
was in the mirror. A very complex concept for a 
six-year-old future artist.
     Joyce was born in Guntersville, Alabama and 
lived there through high school. A�er years in 
�oral design, interior design and faux painting, 
she focused on watercolor. She and husband 
Bob retired in 1999 and le� Huntsville to live 
in Melbourne, Florida. In Florida 
Joyce took watercolor lessons and 
that became her choice of medium 
a�er years of painting primarily 
with oil. She loves painting people 
and animals; but her range of 
subject includes landscapes, 
abstracts and botanicals. Joyce and 
Bob moved to Mentone fulltime 
last year.
     While visiting her new studio, 
just added to her home, I was 
impressed with the diversity 
of style and range of color that 
she has mastered. Her palette 
can be so� pastels, brilliant 
primary colors or earthy neutrals 
depending on her subject and 
mood.
     One of my favorites is a white 
horse that, on closer look, has 
touches of lavender intertwined 
in its mane. Her painting of a 
homeless girl with a single tear 
on her cheek is very emotional. 
When viewing, you want to know 
the little girls story. Another 
thought provoking painting was 
of a bearded man, obviously 
from another century. He seemed 
familiar to me. I felt he was a 

historical �gure, perhaps a master painter from 
the 18th century. When I asked, “who is he?” 
Joyce replied, “he is not a modern man, he is 
close to my heart.” She admitted he was inspired 
- “I am in a special place when I do people.” �e 
homeless girl was also created when she was in 
that special place. Not a real girl, just an inspired 
creation. Joyce declared, “Art comes from your 
soul.” �at apparently is true, because one word 
that I felt while enjoying her gallery is “soulful.”

     A trip to ArtGallery@Mentone in her 
charming cottage on Alabama Highway 117 at 
the Cove Road triangle across from the Post 
O�ce is very worthwhile. You will feel inspired 
and at the same time at peace, a�er a visit. 
Joyce and Bob are a delightful and talented 
couple. Bob’s talents are in the complex world 

of computer and website design. He 
is responsible for dozens of local 
websites, in fact he is responsible 
for the Mentone Area Arts Council 
(MAAC) website. Drop by for a visit. 
You can also visit on-line at ArtGallery.
Mentone.com or ArtByJHo�man.com.
     Joyce, a cancer survivor of stage 
3 breast cancer, is a very giving and 
community oriented lady. She gave the 
Mayor of Cape Canaveral a portrait of 
himself to honor his work in hosting 
art shows through the Central Brevard 
Arts Council. She is now a full time 
Mentone resident and a real asset 
to our community. Her own cancer 
experience made her so thankful for 
a second chance. She admits that the 
ordeal heightened her determination 
to give back to the community through 
her talent. 
     �e little girl in the mirror that 
awed her Mother long ago has become 
a multi-faceted artist with one of 
the most unique palettes that I have 
encountered. She is a wonderful 
addition to our community of artists 
and a great Mentone neighbor. We are 
proud to claim her as one of our own.

A Life of Art:  Joyce Ho�man       By Sandra Padgett


