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MOON L A K E S C H O O L - - T H E E A R L Y Y E A R S 
By Ernest Smith 

Moon Lake School 1929 - the second year in the new school.) 
No attempt was made to identify the students due to the poor quality of the photograph. The two teachers 

can be seen between the columns on the left side of the porch. They are Mr. and Mrs. Charles Adams. This 

was their first year to teach at Moon Lake School. Photo courtesy of Ernest Smith 

the third and fourth grades were moved to 
this new room. The present building now 
consists of these four classrooms and a 
lunchroom. 

Moon Lake School has always had a 
"Can-Do" spirit. It has survived a burn­
out, the great depression with short terms, 
and the threat of closure for consolidation, 
and still it flourishes. 

This school continues to grow, both by 
enrollment and in excellence. It is the 
pride of the Mentone Community, which 
continues to provide enthusiastic support 
for it. 

All schools should be supported by their 
respective districts and encouraged to 
excel, at all cost, in order to prepare our 
young people to meet the challenges of a 
future that is evermore demanding. Note: 
Some dates may be off by a year or so, 
either way Memories do seem to grow 
dim over a period of more than sixty 
years. 

Moon Lake School, located in Mentone, 
Alabama, had its beginning in 1911. The first 
schoolhouse was a large two-story frame, erected 
on land donated by Mr. Ed Mason. The first enroll­
ments consisted of those who had previously 
attended short summer schools, held in various 
churches. 

By 1939, New Union School, which had replaced 
several smaller schools in that area, would be con­
solidated with Moon Lake. 

In November of 1927, the Moon Lake 
Schoolhouse burned. I believe the school year was 

finished out in the Baptist Church nearby. In 1928, 
the debris was cleared away and a new two-room 
schoolhouse was built. This is the nucleus of the 
present building. By 1931, my first school year, a 
third room had been built on the north end. In 1934, 
grades 3 and 4 were moved to the Baptist Church 
due to overcrowding, brought about by increased 
enrollment in all grades. During this school year, 
the Baptist Church burned and these two grades 
were then moved to the Wesleyan Church. 
Sometime later that school year, a fourth room was 
completed on the south end of the schoolhouse and 

SCHOOL DAY MEMORIES 
OF N E T T I E SMITH 

OF MENTONE, ALABAMA 
(Age Ninety Five And A Half) 

"My first school was at New Union in 1908. This 
school was located about five miles south of 
Mentone, off County Road 165, near the River Park 
Community. This was a six weeks subscription 
school taught during the summer. My teacher was 
Miss Mary Stogsdell. 

Continued on Page 5. 

S C H E D U L E O F M E E T I N G S , E V E N T S , A N D O T H E R D A T E S 

•Saturday, March 29,2 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt sponsored 
by DeSoto Rescue Squad, Mason Park, Mentone 

(See notice on Page 23.) 
•Sunday, March 30, Easter, Annual Easter Sunrise 
Services at Lee Crow Property in Mentone at 7 a.m. 

North DeKalb Ministerial Association 
(See notice elsewhere.) 

•Tuesday, March 4,7 p.m., MAPA Meeting 
Dessie's Kountry Chef 

•Sunday, April 6, DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 

•Monday, April 7, 6 p.m., Mentone Council Meeting, 
Town Hall 

•Secretaries Day, Wednesday, April 23 
•Saturday, April 26, Annual Miss Spring Fantasy 

Pageant, Valley Head (See notice on Page 15.) 
• Sunday, May 2, 2-4 p.m.Open House for new Mentone 

Community House (See notice on Page 6.) 
• May 16,17,18, Rhododendron Festival 

(See notice on Page 2 and 23.) 
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