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A Builder, 
A Community Leader, 
A Candid Individual 

Meet a man who tried to retire — in a half
hearted way. 

Now, in some ways he's busier than ever. 
Leonard Shigley is still a builder. 

( He is commander of the Mentone American 
Legion post. 

He is captain of the Rescue Squad. 
He represents these two organizations on 

the Centennial Committee. 
He is completing a term on the DeKalb 

County Republican Committee. 
Leonard Shigley is young in appearance to 

be a great grandfather. 
About two years ago his wife Mae became 

concerned about his health. She began stress
ing a diminished activity. He stopped accepting 
larger building contracts. In 1983 and 1984 they 
spent two of the winter months at a Methodist 
retirement center in Brookville, Florida, where 
the fishing is good and the living is easy. 

At other times Leonard's community activity 
mounts and he is busy with smaller building 
jobs. He recently met the challenge of 
rebuilding a huge barn for the Perkinses. 

Leonard is a member of two of Mentone's 
most established families. His mother, Willie 
Brown, and Raymond Brown's father were 
brother and sister. His father, the Rev. Ernest 
S h i g l ^ , was a Methodist minister and a builder, 
memBtr of a pioneer Mentone family. 

Born in Mentone, Leonard attended Moon 
Lake Elementary School and moved with his 
parents to Brent in Bibb County, where his 
father was minister of a Methodist church. He 
attended Brent High and met Mae MacMillan, 
whom he married while the family lived at Brent. 
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The Winners - 1984-88 

Above is pictured the newly-elected town council of 
Mentone which assumes duties on Monday, Oct. 1 : 
Left to right: Stanley Brown, Mayor Rob Hammond, 

Mayor Hammond Reelected: 
Local Voters Also Return 
Davenport, Cash And Kirby 

In the Mentone municipal ejection of Tuesday, Ju
ly 10, Mayor Rob Hammond and Councilmen Max 
Cash and Lee Davenport were resoundingly 
reelected. Hobson Kirby of Place 4 on the council 
was unopposed. 

Mayor Hammond defeated his opponent Bruce 
Bon Fleur by a vote of 177 to 31. 

In council Place 1, relinquished by Jimmy Wright, 
Richard Meadows defeated Ray Padgett 166-43. 

Max Cash, incumbent in Place 2, defeated Amelia 
Brooks 160-49. 

Stanley Brown polled 125 votes in Place 3 to 
defeat Jan McGehee who received 86 votes. 

Lee Davenport retained Place 5 by defeating Ken
neth Crowe by a vote of 145 to 62. Crowe had relin
quished Place 3. 

Officials at the election were Clerks — Linda 
Brown, chairperson, and Betty Jo Johnson; Inspec
tors — Herman Hughes, Peggy Howe, and Joe 
Stephens. 

The new council assumes duties on Monday, Oct. 
1. 

Hobson Ki!tH!cZd^^ Introducing New Minister 
D a v e n p° r t" At United Methodist. Church 

Rep. Ralph Burke 
Speaker At August M A P A 

Representative Ralph Burke will be the featured 
speaker at the Mentone Area Preservation meeting at 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 7. Representative Burke was 
scheduled to speak at the June meeting but his ap
pearance was cancelled because of the special ses
sion of the legislature. 

Twenty-three years of age, he graduated from 
Jacksonville State Univoroity-m April 1983 and was 
ordained as a minister that same month. He is a 
member of the faculty of Valley Head High School, 
teaching and coaching. 

Also at the meeting, the newly elected officers of 
MAPA will be installed: Homer Crow, director; Donna 
Bukley, associate director; Shurlee Froehler, 
treasurer; Amelia Kirk-Brooks, secretary. 

The meeting will be held at the Mentone Springs 
Hotel. Refreshments will be coordinated by Mabel 
Crow Kirk. The public is invited to attend. Mr. Burke 
will answer questions from the audience. 

Business Developments 
In Downtown Mentone 

A number of developments are evident in Men-
tone's businesses. One of the most welcome is the 
opening of a take-out restaurant adjoining 
Furgerson's Grocery and Chevron Station. Soft ice 
cream, French fries, hamburgers, hot dogs, sand
wiches and short order plates will be available at the 
new walk-up window. 

Ruby's, formerly in this location, is now in the 
basement of the Mentone Springs Hotel. Ruby 
Stalvey is busy daily, selling produce, gifts, quality 
used clothing, and giving information about Men-
tone. 

Sharon Barron has moved her Gourdies into the 
east end of the Hitching Post. Sharon has unusual 
gift items for sale in addition to her Could-bees, 
Gourdies, and her Gourdie book. 

The Mentone Inn, owned and operated by the 
Robert Brooks, is now open to the public for lunches 
on Mondays from 11:30 till 3. The inn continues to be 
available for parties and catered affairs, as well as its 
bed and breakfast operation. 

The Mountain Stuff gift shop in the Mentone Spr
ings Hotel is open, upstairs, on Saturdays and Sun
days. The hotel will rent space for its regular Dicker 
Days, the second Saturday in every month. 

Report From The Mayor 
The town has received bids for improvements to 

the water system. There were two separate bids. One 
for a new 100,000 gallon water tank, and another for 
enlargement of water lines. The bids are being 
reviewed by our engineers at this time, and we are 
awaiting their recommendations. 

Our total CBDG grant was for $226,000. $35,000 of 
that total are matching funds from the Town of Men-
tone. 

— Rob Hammond 

Mentone Media Attention 
Events in Mentone, especially the Centennial, 

continue to get attention from the regional media. 
The Crafts Festival attracted the cameras and 

reporters from Huntsville's Channel 19 who reported 
it on the evening news; Scottsboro's K-98 (WKEA-FM) 
set up a remote line and gave intermittent reports. 

One of the best stories on Mentone and the 
Centennial was by James H. Kennedy of The Birm
ingham News, which was published on July 15th in 
the Travel Section. It caused seventeen letters in one 
day to the DeKalb County Tourist Association office, 
and several calls to Donna Bukley, publicity chairper
son for the Centennial. 

Kennedy spent a day at Mentone in preparation 
for the story, which outlined history, natural scenic 
beauty, resort attractions and other features. 

In the June 29th edition of The Talledega Daily 
Home, Marie West Cromer featured DeKalb County, 
with a photograph of the Mentone Springs Hotel and 
details of the Centennial. 

The July-August issue of The Preservation 
Report, published by the Alabama Historical Com
mission, printed a story by James Kuykendall on the 
accomplishments of Ray and Sandra Padgett in sav
ing and restoring the Mentone Springs Hotel. 

Especially effective was the story by Brenda 
Childs in The Gadsden Times on May 16th. She also 
spent a full day with Donna Bukley gathering 
materials which resulted in a thorough and well-
written reportage. "The pride Mentone citizens have 
for that heritage is evident everywhere," she wrote. 

The Fort-Payne Times-Journal was gracious in 
giving coverage to the Rhododendron Festival and 
Run and to the Crafts Festival. 

Mentone Students Return 
To School August 27 

Vacation time is over for the school people of 
Mentone on Monday, Aug. 27, when both the Valley 
Head High and Moon Lake School begin the 1984-85 
academic year. 

When the two school buses head down the moun
tain from Mentone to Valley Head for the daily round-
trip, they will carry some 112 (of a VHS total of 545) 
students from our town. Also making the daily round-
trip will be three Mentone members of the Valley 
Head faculty: Laura Biddle, 5th grade; Edna Morgan, 
Home Economics; and L. A. Smith, Agri-business. 

Principal Elaine Keith states that each year Valley 
Head shows a slight increase in student enrollment. 

In connection with the upcoming school year, she 
reports a number of improvements to the school 
facilities. A new roof has been installed. The old 
radiators, long in need of replacement, have given 
way to a new heating system. There is an extension 
to the lunch room. 

The face lift, according to Principal Keith, also in
cludes new lockers and appreciable landscaping by 
L. A. Smith's Agri-business students. 

The curriculum is essentially the same, with the 
exception of CPR for the 10th graders. Extensive cur
riculum changes are elected for the 1985-86 school 
year. 

In connection with the opening of Moon Lake 
School, Principal Charles O. Bell stated that an im
portant factor is growth. "The past two years," he 
said, "have shown a growth of 4 percent each year. 
Our expectations for the next three years are for a 16 

The Reverend Ann Q. Lohr 
The Reverend Ann Q. Lohr, who has assumed 

duties as pastor of the Valley Head-Mentone United 
Methodist churches, is the first seminary-trained 
clergywoman to be appointed full-time to her own 
pulpit in the North Alabama Conference. Each Sun
day morning after completing the 10:00 a.m. service 
in Valley Head, she rapidly drives up the mountain to 
deliver the sermon and conduct the service at the 
Mentone church. 

The new minister's duties will principally be on 
weekends until Aug. 31 when she completes her 
Clinical Pastoral Education and duties as resident 
chaplain at Carraway Methodist Medical Center in 
Birmingham. Following that time she will reside in 
the Valley Head parsonage with her husband J. Larry 
Lohr who is senior Engineering Representative for Et
na Life and Casualty. 

A native of Ball Park, Georgia, Mrs. Lohr received 
her BS in Education and MA in Early Childhood 
Education from Western Carolina University and her 
MA in Divinity from Emory University in Atlanta. In 
1980 she was Youth Director at the Pinson, Alabama 
United Methodist Church. She was active in organiz
ing Women in Ministry, an ecumenical women's 
fellowship for women in mission and ministry; was 
elected chairperson of the North Alabama Con
ference Commission on Role and Status of Women. 

The new minister states that her hobbies are hun
ting, fishing, handicrafts, oil painting, cooking, sew
ing, and playing the dulcimer, following purchase of 
one of these unusual musical instruments at the re
cent Mentone Crafts Festival. 

percent growth. " Present enrollment in the 
kindergarten is 24. 

Because of this growth Principal Bell states that 
space is a definite problem. The county has been ask
ed for a mobile unit which hopefully would provide 
four rooms — three classrooms and a library. At pre
sent books are placed on the walls of the various 
classrooms. 

The Moon Lake principal attributes the increased 
growth and effectiveness of Moon Lake to communi
ty support, particularly through the Parent Teachers 
Association, which stages each year a Harvest 
Festival and a May Day Celebration. Funds from 
these events have gone to janitorial services, science 
materials, and other basic needs. 

The school is supported by state and county 
funds. The lunch room is federally funded. Principal 
Bell told The Groundhog that the much publicized 
federal cuts have not affected Moon Lake. 


