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* * * Mayor Hammond Resigns * * * 
Max Cash Selected To Serve Out Term 

Mentone Mayor Rob Hammond tendered his resigna­
tion to the Mentone Town Council at the August meeting. 
He cited conflicts with his business and his young family 
as the reason for his departure from office. He is the owner 
and operator of Camp Laney for boys. 

" I felt I needed more time with my family and with my 
business and I just could not continue to be mayor and 
do justice to all that I have to do," Mayor Hammond told 
The Groundhog. "I still feel that one of the best ways to 
serve one's country is in the area of public office, and I 
am going to miss it greatly. I would not rule out entering 
politics at a later date." Mr. Hammond holds a degree in 
Political Science. 

Mr. Hammond reflected on his terms as mayor and his 
time as a council member: " I feel we have accomplished 
good things for the town of Mentone, especially with the 
water project. Also, when we worked with MAPA, the 
Crafts Committee and others to renovate the town hall. 

Law enforcement has also been a positive effort. I know 
Max will be a good mayor and I feel he is the right choice. 
We all need to give him our support." 

Mr. Max Cash, a retired rural mail carrier, was selected 
by the council to serve out Mr. Hammond's term. The deci­
sion was unanimous. Mr. Cash has served for 14 years 
on the town council. He is a life-long resident of Mentone 
and is active in the community. His brothers, Edmund and 
Edward Cash, own Camp Skyline Ranch and his daughter, 
Susan Cash Hooks, is the director. 

Mr. Cash: "The council chose me, and I will do the 
best I can to continue much as we have in the past. I would 
have preferred for Rob to stay for I like and respect him. 
He has been an excellent mayor. I feel my top priority as 
mayor should be to continue efforts to obtain an adequate 
water supply, and I am going to work toward that goal. 
And I just want to keep Mentone a quiet and peaceful lit­
tle town." 

Donna Bouldin Bukley 

Donna Bukley 
Graduates From JSU 
Local resident Donna Bouldin Bukley graduated from 

Jacksonville State University on Aug. 11. 
Ms. Bukley is a graduate of Valley Head High School. 

She majored in Fashion Merchandising and obtained a 
Bachelor of Science degree in that field. She holds a dou­
ble minor in Marketing and Art. 

Ms. Bukley also attended Northeast State Junior Col­
lege where she majored in Art. 

Ms. Bukley is the daughter of the late Virgil Bouldin 
and Oma Bouldin of Mentone. 

She is the wife of Charles Bukley, a former resident 
of Fort Payne. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Blackburn proudly announce the 
birth of their son, William Albert Blackburn, on July 14, 
1989. "Will" weighed 8 pounds, 3 ounces and was 21 in­
ches long. The proud grandparents are Mr. William Oscar 
Blackburn of Mentone and Mrs. Helen Crabtree, also of 
Mentone, and Mr. and Mrs. J . W. Gaines of Dalton, Ga. 
Great-grandmothers are Mrs. Albert Cash of Mentone and 
Mrs. George Dillard of Chatsworth, Ga. 

Barron, Murray 
united in marriage 

On July 15,1989, Shala Charlene Barron andCoy Lee 
Murray were married at St. Joseph's On The Mountain 
Episcopal Church with Dwayne Whittington officiating. 

The bride is the daughter of Senator Lowell Barron of 
Fyffe, Ala., and Sharron Barron Burke of Mentone. 

The groom's parents are John Albert Murray of Oneon-
ta and Betty Harris of Mentone. 

The bride, given in marriage by her parents and 
escorted by her father, was radiant in a gown of candlelight 
made of slipper satin and Alencon lace. 

The gown featured a pearled basque waistline, a 
sweetheart "V " neckline outlined with tiny pearls. The win­
dow pane back was draped with rows of pearl drops. A 
matching veil of English silk illusion covered with seed 
pearls falling from a sequined tiara completed the 
ensemble. 

Mr. and Mrs. Coy Lee Murray 
The maid of honor was Anita Portwood and the 

bridsmaid was Sharon Reese. Lauren Craft and Anna Kate 
Murray served as flowergirls. 

John Murray Jr. served as the groom's best man, and 
Lowell Ray Barron served as groomsman. Collier Craft was 
ringbearer. 

Music was provided by Don Murray and Lanette 
McCary. 

Immediately following the ceremony, a reception was 
held at DeSoto State Park Lodge. 

Jul ia Padgett and Ashley Burke served the 
refreshments and Bethany Murray distributed birdseed 
bags. 

Jim Connor, noted musician and songwriter, wrote and 
performed a song in honor of the occasion. 

Governor's 
Toll Free Hot Line 

For Minorities 
Gov. Guy Hunt announced a toll-free hotline has been 

established to provide information to members of any 
minority, including veterans, who are in business or in­
terested in starting a business. 

The phone number is 1-800-248-6889, and the hotline 
will be in operation from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. on weekdays. 
The service will be available for 60 days, and longer if there 
is a need. 

The hotline will be operated by the state of the Alabama 
Office of Minority Business Enterprise (OMBE), a division 
of the Alabama Development Office in cooperation with 
the Alabama Small Business Development Consortium. 

Local Craftsman Teaches 
In North Carolina 

Aug. 6 through the 12th found Phil Faircloth in 
Brasstown, N. C , helping to insure that the skill and 
knowledge he possesses in the field of handmade rustic 
furniture will not pass away. 

The John C. Campbell Folk School issued an invita­
tion to one of Mentone's finest craftsmen to teach his ex­
pertise to others. Phil's class consisted of six students from 
various walks of life, including a marine biologist and a 
retired college professor. They were taught to work in 
willow and each built a chair, a table and a wall shelf. 

It was Elder Hostel week and each student paid from 
$200 to $300 per week to live in simple austerity while lear­
ning the old crafts. The school is based on a danish folk 
school and was founded in the memory of John C. Camp­
bell by Olive Dane Campbell. The original purpose was 
to teach the local people to make a living with the talent 
and raw materials that were at hand. 

It is a place where students can go to escape the 
pressures and distractions of the outside world and really 
get into their craft. Classes last from 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
but many come back after supper to continue the day's 
efforts. 

The rooms are rustic and simple, and the food is as 
well. The emphasis is upon getting down to the heart of 
creativity, and to do so in an uncomplicated, peaceful 
atmosphere. 

Each day is filled with activities that compliment the 
image and feeling of back-to-basics craftsmanship — folk 
dancing, lectures, singing and programs in the same 
theme. 

The campus consists of 365 acres of beautiful wood­
ed land enhanced by blue rolling hills. There are many 
resident crafts people with shops open to the public. Phil 
toured these establishments and was impressed with the 
quality of the work done there. There is a fully stocked 
wood shop, a sawmill, a fiber arts building, a pottery 
building, a jewelry studio, a woodcarving studio and many 
more. 

Phil is going back next November to take a two-week 
log building class taught by Peter Gott, one of the foremost 
authorities on the subject. In return for the opportunity to 
take the class, Phil will furnish a bedroom in the original 
Campbell house. He will hand craft a twin bed set, tables, 
a wall unit that will serve as a closet. 

"It was very peaceful there, with no television or radio 
or other normal distractions," Phil talked of the unique ex­
perience. "In fact, it was hard to adjust to life back at home 
for a little while. I am really glad I got to experience the 
event, and proud that I was invited to teach." One of Phil's 
favorite things about the school was getting to work with 
senior citizens. But the high point of the adventure came 
when a college professor in one of his classes, Clarence 
Patrick, honored Phil's son Ryan in a very special way: 
Mr. Patrick has an extensive collection of Indian artifacts 
that he treasures very much. Ryan had assisted his Dad 
in the classes and Mr. Patrick was very impressed that 
a 13-year-old could be so mature and learned. He 
presented Ryan with one of his most prized possessions, 
a 50-year-old knife made especially for Mr. Patrick from 
deer antlers by an old Cherokee Indian. As he gave Ryan 
the gift, he told him what a fine young man he was and 
how proud he was that someone deserving would have 
the knife. He told Ryan to keep the knife until he was old, 
then to pass it on to someone else deserving. 

Phil Faircloth 

Appalachian Rust ic Furniture Now 

In The White Elephant Galleries 


