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M I S S A N N I E , G R A N D M O T H E R A N D S U P E R V O L U N T E E R 

In 1980, Alabama's DeKalb County, Volume One, 
Early History of Fort Payne and DeKalb County, by 
Annie Koger Young, was published by Stewart 
University Press, Centre, Alabama. From that book, the 
following information was taken. 

Annie Koger Young, librarian, DeKalb County Public 
Library, Fort Payne, Alabama, was born 28 June 1911, 
five miles north of Valley Head, in DeKalb County, 
daughter of Charles Preston and Lula (Gifford) Koger; 
granddaughter of William and Margaret Irene (Bouldin) 
Koger, and of Thomas Van and Mary Ann (Ellis) 
Gifford. The Kogers and the Giffords were early settlers 
of Jackson County, and moved at an early age to enter 
lands bought from the Government in upper DeKalb 
County. 

Annie Koger finished the eighth grade in a one-room 
one-teacher school. Years later, after her children grew 
up, she had the opportunity to finish high school and take 
a few college courses. She has worked at the DeKalb 
County Library since 1958. ' I really have enjoyed it,' she 
said. 

On 3 April 1932, at Trenton, Ga., Annie Koger mar­
ried John Esley Young, son of Albert T. and Rebecca 
(O'Dell) Young, of Ider, Alabama. Mr. Young is 
deceased. 

I have seven wonderful children and fourteen grand­
children", said Mrs.Young" Carolyn is married to 
Duane Hicks. They have one son Roger Duane Hicks. 
Peggy is married to Royce Howard. They have two 
daughters, Pamela and Donna. Sharlie is married to 
Doys Harcrow. They have a daughter Ann and a son 
Andrew. Wanda is married to Glen Black. They have 
two daughters and two sons, Lynn, Lisa, Alan, and 
Christopher. Johnny is married to Anna Chen, whom he 
met at Auburn. They have one son, John Esley Young 
I I I . Judy is married to Roger Dowiat. They have a son 
Stanley and a daughter Sharon. Phyllis is married to 
Lewis Carter. They have two daughters, Jaime and 
Lorie. "Bringing up my children to be good and useful 
citizens is the most important job I have ever done," says 
Mrs. Young. 

The Alabama Library and Media Professional 
Workshops honored Mrs. Young in 1979 with the Meritorious 
Service Award. She was chosen for her years of outstanding 
and dedicated service in her community, county, and state. 
Mrs. Young has organized a unique "rare book exhibit", which 
is housed at the DeKalb County Public Library, but which has 
been exhibited at the Opera House four times. 

Mrs. Young is dedicated to her work and is constantiy lend­
ing assistance to patrons of the Library. 

This year, GranaJe-Aanie celebrated her 84th birthday on 
June28. As a tribute to her grandmother, Lisa Moore has writ­
ten the following: 

B y L i s a M o o r e 

GRANNIE "ANNIE" YOUNG 
Two of the hardest things my grandmother ever had to 

do was to lose her son, "Sonny," who died at the young age 
of 19; and to lose her grandson, Roger Hicks, who also 
died young at the age of 30. Grandmother had German 
measles while she was expecting Sonny, and he was born 
with a couple of birth defects. He was blind and deaf. He 
was never able to be like the rest of the children. Sonny is 
buried in Sulphur Springs at Head Springs Cemetery. 
Many times, I think about what it would be like if he could 
still be with us today, but not have the problems he was 
born with. I wish he could have been born perfect, and I 

could have known and loved him like I do my 
Uncle Johnny and all my aunts. I did know 
Roger. He was my cousin. Carolyn and Duane 
were his parents. We all miss him a lot because 
he died on August 5,1989. Roger was so young 
and he died of throat cancer just before his 30th 
birthday. Roger died before he was able to 
marry and father any childrea He was an only 
child, and his father died this past November. 
Now Aunt Carolyn is all alone. She is the old­
est of all Grandmother Young's children 

Grandmother Young has never owned a car in 
her life. I don't think she has ever even driven 
an automobile, and she has never had a driver's 
license. I always remember walking to work 
with her when I would spend the night with her. 
She lived on Lincoln Avenue near where the 
Spring Grove Apartments are now. Then the 
city swimming pool was just one block over 
from her house and we would often go swim­
ming while we visited her. It was about 12 
blocks from her house to the library, and she 
would walk it almost every day. The library 
was located in the old Fort Payne High School 
building for most of the times I remembered. I 
can't remember much about when she worked 
at the library when it was located where the Fort 
Payne Police Department is now. I do remem­
ber that they had a snake in some kind of liquid 
sitting on a book case there. I think it was a rat-
tie snake. I remember once when I had spent 
the night with her, we were getting ready to 
walk to work, and she told me she had to get her 
parasol. I thought she said "power saw." I said 
"POWER SAW??? Why do you want a power 
saw?" She has never let me forget it either. I 
always thought she had a reajly LONG way to 
walk to work for a Grandmother. 

She worked at the library until they made her 
retire in 1983. She still goes to the library once 
a week to repair books. She can't stand for any­
one to abuse books. I always remember her 

telling us to NEVER bend down pages to mark our place 
in a book, she said that was what you used bookmarks for. 

Grandmother always told us, " Always do the best you 
can." She would say she didn't care what kind of work 
you did, just do your best. Even if you had to dig ditches, 
dig them straight and dig them deep-just do your best. 
She also always said "Pretty is as pretty does." I think that 
is true, and she is the prettiest person in the whole wide 
world. 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
•Sunday, August 6,3 pjn. Moon Lake Baptist Church 

Classical Music Concert 

•Monday, August 7, 7p.m. 
Mentone City Council Meeting, Town Hall 

• Thursday, August 17 
School Begins 

•August 17-20 - 450 mile yard sale (See back page.) 

• Saturday, September 2, 10:00 a.m., Mentone Fire 
Station, Third Annual Labor Day Weekend BBQ 

• Monday, September 4, LABOR DAY 

•Tuesday, September 5,7 p.m. MAPA Meeting 
Mentone Town Hall 
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