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M e n t o n e ' s F i r s t 
I n h a b i t a n t s : 
T h e I n d i a n s 

In the shadow of the West Brow of Men-
tone in Valley Head is a marker honoring Se
quoyah, who sat under a huge tree to teach 
his pupils. The tree has long been gone. Now 
there remains the historic reality that Men-
tone's earliest inhabitants were the Indians. 

To understand about the Indians of the 
Southeast , one must go to the ar
chaeologists, because not only did they give 
the names to ages or eras of prehistoric In
dians, but they have studied remains or ar
tifacts of different tribes. 

Lookout Mountain, and particularly our en
virons of Mentone, Alabama, was occupied by 
the Creeks. But "Creek" is not an Indian 
name. The early English traders gave that 
name to the Ocmulgee River, Georgia, In
dians. They shortened the name to "Creek" 
which includes all Indians belonging to the 
Alliance. They were the most important tribe 
belonging to their particular confederacy. Not 
only were they cosmopolitan, they fell heir to 
traditions of the immediate previous Stone 
Age Indians, the early Temple Mound and 
Hopewellian Indians. 

The Creeks occupied great portions of the 
Southeast including Mentone, but were 
gradually pushed out by the arrival of the 
Cherokees who were forced to abandon their 
lands in North Carolina as white settlers mov
ed into their previously occupied homeland. 
Despite treaties with the British, they were 
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t h e GROUNDHOG 
Musical Mountain Christmas: 

T h e L a s t C e n t e n n i a l E v e n t 
J u d g e R o b e r t W i l s o n 
A d d r e s s e s J a n u a r y M A P A 

Initial meeting of the Mentone Area Preservation 
Association for 1985 will be addressed by District 
Judge Robert Wilson at the Mentone Fire Hall at 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 2. 

Judge Wilson will speak on the activities of 
Parents Anonymous, a world-wide organization 
devoted to treatment and prevention in child abuse. 
He is a member of the board of the newly founded 
DeKalb County chapter. 

Parents Anonymous groups assist parents in 
dealing with hurt, anger, and frustration. Services are 
free in providing anonymous assistance. A telephone 
answering service will be available. 

Director Homer Crow, who will preside, invites all 
interested Mentone citizens to attend the meeting. 
Refreshments will be served. 

S p e c i a l C o u n c i l M e e t i n g 
F i r m s U p W a t e r P r o g r a m 

At the special called meeting of the Town Council 
on Oct. 30, all council members discussed the future 
of the Community Block Development Grant of 
$191,000 with Ken Towry of Public Systems, Inc., and 
Calvin Cassidy and Foster Fountain of Almon 
Associates. In essence, the talks concerned the 
amendment of the grant to improve the present 
system instead of seeking to find an independent 
source of water. 

Altogether there was $226,000, since the town of 
Mentone contributed $35,000. Initially the plans were 
to renovate the present system by installing an eight 
inch line from Tutwiler Gap to Highway 117 and to 
add two new eight inch rings to the existing water 
tank. 

Already the latter plan had to be scrapped 
because the original plans for the existing tank could 
not be found, and engineers were afraid that the tank 
could not support two additional rings. Instead, a 
new tank was constructed at a cost of $40,040. Fur
ther monies will be spent to sandblast, paint, and 
fence in both tanks. This will cost in the 
neighborhood of $10,000. 

The grant is federal money, dispensed by Gover
nor Wallace and Bill Rushton from the governor's 
special award funds. There are rules, regulations, 
orders, and laws that must be followed. State Senator 
Lowell Barron aided in getting the grant for Mentone. 

Mr. Towry stated that there will be approximately 
a sixty day period before the town receives a reply 
from the state on the amendment proposals. If ap
proved, the work should be finished by summer of 
1985. 

Councilmen decided to install arSlx inch line from 
the Hitching Post down to Camp DeSoto and across 
the river to Moon Lake School, witt) new fire hydrants 
along the way. These cost from $7f75 to $1,000 each. 
In addition, a six inch line will be installed along the 
road slanted behind the Mentone Superette. If possi
ble, the four inch line will be extended down to Camp 
Laney. Fire hydrants will be installed there and bet
ween the Log Cabin Deli and Clydel's Beauty Shop. 

The state will not approve new hydrants on old 
four inch lines, although they could be installed 
without state or federal funds. The lines along 
Desoto Parkway had been bid, but the advisors and 
engineers stated that they must be re-bid, as a pro
ject of this magnitude cannot depend upon only two 
bids, and the routes are being changed, also. 

The trenches for the new lines will be 36 to 40 in
ches deep with a gravel bed under the pipe and a 30 
inch cover. Mayor Hammond requested a map of the 
entire line system. Mr. Fountain thought this might 
cost some $2,000. Existing tax maps will aid in draw
ing up the new water system map. The new lines will 
go along state and county roads. 

All council members were present at the regular 
Town Council meeting on Nov. 6. During reports of 
the standing committees, Mayor Hammond announc
ed that Mentone Police Chief Colquitt Jones has 
completed school at Jacksonville University's Police 
Academy. It was unanimously voted to raise his 
salary $100 a month beginning with his November 
check. 

The streets committee will grade the center of the 
road leading into the Rosario home. In addition, 
Councilman Lee Davenport stated that he still 
wishes to have the ditch cleaned out on the road 
behind the Post Office. 

On Nov. 13 the Alabama Rural Water Association 
will again send a team here to check on possible 
leaks, especially at the three river crossings. An ef
fort will be made to have a meter for each house us
ing town water and to collect bills in arrears. All 
meters must be accessible to the meter reader. 

The finance committee will scrutinize the list of 
privilege licenses to determine whether amounts 
assessed are equitable. A motion was made and 
unanimously passed to raise all privilege licenses 15 
percent for 1985. 

A resolution was unanimously passed to adopt an 

The last event of the year's Centennial Celebra
tions is the Musical Mountain Christmas, according 
to Geri and Ed Disney, coordinators. This will cover 
the weekend of Dec. 15 and 16. 

Saturday afternoon, Dec. 15, will feature the 
lighting of the community tree at 5 p.m. The Com
munity Chorus, under the direction of David Mays, 
will sing, and Ed Disney will be master of 
ceremonies. 

On Sunday, from 2 till 4, there will be an old 
fashioned Christmas at the Mentone Springs Hotel, 
with refreshments by MAPA; Drew Wolcott will be 
Santa with gifts for the little ones; refreshments will 
be served. There will be singing and music for 
everyone. Families inadvertently omitted from the 
Centennial Tea ceremony honoring founding families 
will be honored at this occasion. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ALL OF THESE 
EVENTS. 

T h e C o m m u n i t y C h o r u s 
G i v e s C h r i s t m a s C a n t a t a 

The Community Chorus will present three perfor
mances of a Christmas Cantata, "King of Love," by 
Rodger Strader. Director David Mays announces that 
there will be two renditions on Sunday, Dec. 16: at 5 
p.m. at the Valley Head Baptist Church, and at 7 p.m. 
at the Moon Lake Baptist Church. A third perfor
mance will be presented at the United Methodist 
Church in Mentone Wednesday, Dec. 19, at 7 p.m. 

The group will also be at the Mentone community 
tree lighting ceremony to sing carols on Saturday, 
Dec. 15, at 5 p.m. 

Geri and Ed Disney, Coordinators 

F e s t i v e D i n n e r 
A t C r a g s m e r e 

The December meeting of the Mentone Area 
Preservation Association will be a buffet dinner on 
Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 6:30 p.m. at Cragsmere Manna. 
The menu will include roast beef and a choice from 
six vegetables and salad bar. The cost, tax and tip in
cluded, is $7.50 per person. Because of the necessity 
of pre-planning, reservations must be made with 
MAPA secretary Amelia Brooks, 634-4836, by Sunday, 
Dec. 2. The dinner is a repeat of last year's delightful 
repast, and anyone may attend, not just MAPA 
members. MAPA members are reminded to bring can
ned goods for the needy to the dinner. 

M e n t o n e B o x G o e s 
F o r T h e P r e s i d e n t 

In the Presidential election of Tuesday, Nov.7, 
Mentone voters were generally in tune with the na
tionwide popular vote sweep of President Ronald 
Reagan. In his reelection landslide President Reagan 
received 317 votes in Mentone's beat 21 box while 
Walter Mondale totaled 171. 

The local totals generally matched the national 
ratio in the election popular vote — 59 percent for 
Reagan, 41 percent for Mondale. 

Officials at the Mentone balloting were Linda and 
Nancy Brown, Eleanor Tate, Lee Davenport, Sammy 
Cash, and Hobson Kirby. 

Other totals in the voting were as follows: U. S. 
Senate: Howell Heflin, 231; Yana Davis 2; Albert Lee 
Smith, 240. U. S. Congress: Tom Bevill, 262. 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court: James 
Faulkner, 235; Richard Jones, 229. Judge of Court of 
Civil Appeals: Richard Holmes, 230. Court of Criminal 
Appeals, John Tyson 3rd, 231; Sam Taylor, 231; John 
Patterson, 230; H. W. McMillan, 225. President Public 
Service Commission: Jim Sullivan, 198; Timothy 
Gatewood, 3; Gordon Tucker, 225. State Board of 
Education: Jim Allen, Jr., 229. Superintendent DeKalb 
County Board of Education: Franklin Kellett, 232; 
Walter Thomas, 235. DeKalb County Tax Assessor: 
Mack McCollum, 242. DeKalb County Tax Collector: 
Leo Grimes, 257. DeKalb County Coroner: Elmer 
Henderson, 241. Member DeKalb County Board of 
Education: Willard Israel, 246; R. E. Abies, 247. 

order of business for each meeting. More quotations 
of town insurances will be procured by Mayor Ham
mond before policies are let. 

One guest was present in addition to The Groun
dhog reporter. Angelo Rosario thanked the council 
for its letter to him and for agreeing to scrape the 
road leading to his home. He requested the council 
contact the state for warning signs to be erected on 
either side of the bridge on Highway 117. Mayor Ham
mond assured him this would be done. 

M o r e F i r s t F a m i l i e s 
W i l l B e H o n o r e d 

Ray and Sandra Padgett, who honored founding 
families with a sketch o f the Mentone Springs Hotel 
at the Centennial Tea, have asked The Groundhog to 
announce that any families who were overlooked in 
October will be honored with a ceremony complete 
with photographs on Sunday, Dec. 16, afternoon of 
the Christmas singing at the old hotel. 

If your family was established here in 1884 when 
the hotel was built and the town was laid out by Ed 
Mason, please telephone the editors at 634-3737 so 
they may inform the Padgetts. In honoring so many, 
perhaps some were overlooked, and the Padgetts 
wish everyone to be included. 

H o l i d a y D i n n e r A t 
M o o n L a k e S c h o o l 

A holiday dinner will be sponsored by the North 
Lookout Mountain Fire Protection District at 12:00 
noon on Friday, Dec. 14, according to Fire Chief Sam
my Cash. For just $3.50 a plate, area citizens can 
either dine at the Moon Lake School Lunch Room, 
drive to the school and pick up a box dinner, or call 
and have a box dinner delivered to their homes. 

There will be turkey and chicken dinners with all 
the trimmings. 

Purpose of this fund-raising event is to pay off the 
remaining indebtedness on the fire truck. "This is an 
opportunity to have a good holiday meal," says Fire 
Chief Cash, "and help with a good cause." 

For reservations or further information call: 
Hobson Kirby — 634-4446 
Eddie Worthey — 634-4507 
Hershell Pruett — 634-4274 
Sammy Cash — 634-4274 

L i g h t n i n g S t r i k e s 

When lightning struck the United Methodist Church 
early in November, a gaping hole resulted which re
quired virtual rebuilding of the lofty steeple. The 
Groundhog photographer captured the precarious 
work of McKenzie and Bailey Contractors of Valley 
Head as they facilitated the task. 



MAPA Minutes 
The monthly meeting of the Mentone Area Preser

vation Association was held at the Fire Hall on Nov. 
7, with Director Homer Crow presiding. Following ap
proval of the minutes, the treasurer reported a 
balance of $2,303.43 as of Nov. 1. The Groundhog 
report as of that same date was $599.40. 

It was reported that the Mentone brochures have 
been received and will be stored at the Hitching Post. 
$238.38 was voted toward cost of the printing of the 
brochures. The Groundhog Classic Run committee 
reported 64 people for the Fun Run and 140 people in 
the Classic Run. Thus far a total of $606.70 has been 
made. 

The Groundhog report announced that effective 
with the January issue a new deadline will be in ef
fect — nearer the mid-month, so it will be more cur
rent in connection with such meetings as the Town 
Council which are held just after the first of the 
month. Also, those who have already contributea 
toward out-of-town receipt of The Groundhog will 
continue to receive mailings until July 1, 1985. No 
mailings will be made after that date to persons not 
members of MAPA. In summation, all persons in Men-
tone will receive their usual copies. Out-of-town per
sons must pay the $10 membership fee. 

The holiday meeting will be at Cragsmere Manna 
(See story elsewhere). Geri and Ed Disney will coor
dinate the Musical Mountain Christmas, final event 
of the Centennial. 

— Digested from the minutes of Secretary Amelia 
Brooks. 

Groundhog Finance Report 
NOVEMBER ISSUE 

Income 
Balance on hand $756.81 
Donations, Mt. Stuff 7.55 
Ad Sales 510.00 

'Postage 15.00 

$1,289.36 

Debits 
Donna Bukley, sales and delivery $106.50 
U. S. Post Office 60.20 
The Summerville News 523.26 

$689.96 

Balance on hand 11/1 $599.40 

Brow Briefs 
Frank Brower, Mentone resident and staff writer 

for The Fort Payne TIMES-JOURNAL, authored an ex
cellent feature story about William Terry Badham, 
well-known resident of Birmingham now retired in our 
town. Mr. Badham, who is Kyle Long's father, was a 
World War I Ace who received the Distinguished Ser
vice Cross, "All wars, more or less," says Mr. 
Badham, "are too costly to fight." 

The Landmarks Players' production of William In
ge's play "Picnic," directed by Harriet Sumner, is 
declared another successful staging by this group. 

First place Side Dishes winner in The Times-
Journal Holiday Cookbook contest was Mentone's 
Maxine Baty for her Louisiana Red Beans and Rice. 
Martha Kirby was a runner-up for her Cheese Squash 
Casserole. Mrs. Kirby's Red Christmas Punch and 
Candied Pecans were also included. 

Do you know where any back issues of The Groun
dhog are stashed away? Frequent requests are made 
for issues with which to compile a complete set — 
now becoming collector's items. If you are one of the 
advertisers, next time Donna Bukley delivers the new 
publication, give her any back copies you have on 
hand, or call Donna at 634-4678. 

A Message From The Postmaster 
Please mail your Christmas cards and packages 

early. Don't miss the joy of remembering old friends 
in this holiday season. The Post Office offers an ex
cellent selection of services to use for mailing 
packages: 

1. Parcel Post goes from here to California in from 
8 to 10 days. 

2. Priority Mail goes from here to California in 
from 2 to 3 days; a two pound package would be only 
$3.57. 

3. Express Mail Service is available to many parts 
of the country and is guaranteed to be delivered next 
day or your money back. 

— Benny Goss, Postmaster 

To MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION, BOX 50 in support of the 
object ives of MAPA, desir ing to jo in w i th 
others in preserving and protect ing the 
heritage, natural environment and other 
unique qual i t ies of l ife in the Mentone 
area, I enclose $10 for vot ing membership 
for one through June 1985. 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

P H O N E : _ 

Groundhog 
Published monthly by the Mentone Area 
Preservation Associat ion. First conceived 
on Groundhog Day, 1982, and organized 
Apri l 6, 1982, for the purpose of preserving 
and protect ing the heritage, natural en
vironment, and other unique qual i t ies of 
life in the Mentone Area. Chartered as a 
non-profit organization by the State of 
Alabama. 

Charles White McGehee, Editor 
Jean McGehee, Associate Editor 

Donna Bukley, Advert is ing 
Homer Crow, Director 

Donna Bukley Associate Director 
Amel ia Brooks. Secretary 

Shurlee Froehler, Treasurer 

December 
Groundhog Award 

The Groundhog Award for December goes to the 
residence of William and Willo Blackburn, proprietors 
of the Mentone Superette. 

Adjacent to the store, the home has recently been 
covered with white aluminum siding. The screened 
porch looks more attractive, the house is better in
sulated, and the black shutters enhance the view of 
the side of the home. 

The Groundhog Award Committee is composed 
of Max Cash for the town council, Nelda Howe for the 
garden club, and Mabel Kirk for MAPA. 

H o l i d a y G r e e t i n g s 
May Peace prevail, 
And love and kindness and plenty. 
May this holiday season 
With all its blessings 
And gifts of the spirit 
Descend on all the earth 
And especially on the people 
Of Mentone, Alabama. 

— The MAPA officers and Groundhog staff. 
Homer Crow, director 

Donna Bukley, associate director 
Shurlee Froehler 
Amelia Brooks 

Charles and Jean McGehee 

R e s c u e S q u a d N e w s 
Next meeting of the Rescue Squad will be at the 

American Legion hall on Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
Principal item of business, according to Captain 
Leonard Shigley, will be election of officers. 

A t t e n t i o n 

V I E W P O I N T 
By Charles White McGehee 

Most of us love Mentone so much that we con
sider it a world unto itself. Its enchantments brought 
us here. We too often forget that Mentone has an in-
terconnectedness with the outside world, even a 
definite dependence. No town nor any individual is an 
island unto itself. 

There is no better illustration than last Christmas 
when our water supply was cut off from the Fort 
Payne system. This is something that we hope never 
happens again. The town council seems to be work
ing toward solutions. But last winter when the 
temperature was 10 below and we had no water, we 
had a sense of helplessness. 

What if at that same time TVA had been forced to 
cut off our electrical power, Continental discon
nected our telephone lines, and the highways up the 
mountain from Valley Head and Summerville were 
blasted into uselessness? The trucks which bring our 
mail to the post office, the gasoline to our gas sta
tions, the groceries to our stores, would be in
operative. 

The chaos that would ensue is painful to con
sider. Cold houses, empty refrigerators, virtually no 
contact with the outside world. No television! Im
agine that. No quick trips to Fort Payne for things we 
forgot the last time we were there. Perhaps 
helicopters could come in for those who were ill. 

Let us hope that no war or catastrophe would br
ing such a miserable situation about. But let us bear 
in mind the reality that Mentone is not an island. It is 
an integral part of an advanced, innovative culture. 

Martha's Vineyard, an island off the coast of 
Massachusetts, a staid and sleepy little place where 
mostly summer visitors come and some longtime 
citizens proudly live, recently was the scene of a 
$3,000,000 drug bust. This caused a writer for the 
travel section of The NEW YORK TIMES to reflect 
that Martha's Vineyard is not immune to the dif
ficulties and diseases of the outside world. 

"The worldwide struggle between the selfish and 
the unselfish is reflected here — a civilization in lit
tle," he wrote of this small community. "Stil l, there is 
hope, because what makes a place in the end as in 
the beginning, is not so much the scenery and the 
buildings or the facilities, but the people. 

"And the people here are by and large, caring, in
telligent, sensitive and not indolent. See how they 
ceaselessly tend their gardens, repair their fences, 
paint their houses, sweep their doorsteps in the best 
Voltarian fashion. So at least one infinitesimal piece 
of our time — a small island off the coast of 
Massachusetts — is clean and neat and orderly, but 
all in gentle moderation." 

So it is with Mentone, this small town atop 
Lookout Mountain in the Appalachia of Northeast 
Alabama. We are clean and neat and orderly. But we 
are neither immune from the problems of the outside 
world, nor are we able to survive without the benefits 
of the outside world. 

We join in the refrain of The NYT writer: "Order," 
said Alfred North Whitehead. "We must have order — 
but not too much order." 

Museum and Information Center 
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Please remember to telephone or drop a line to 
Grace Howard, 634-4506 if you have an item like a 
walker, wheel chair, crutches, that you will be willing 
to lend temporarily to someone in this area. A master 
list will be kept at Town Hall. 

Above is an interior view of the Museum and Informa
tion Center which was established during the Oc
tober Centennial Week. Space was provided by Jack 
and Olive Jones in the yellow corner building adja
cent to the Log Cabin Deli. It is hoped that a perma
nent structure can be provided somewhere in the 
vicinity of Old Hotel Square. Members of the 
Rhododendron Garden Club have agreed to be 
hostesses. 

The Mayor 's Report 
The shoe is on the other foot! Several years ago 

the first town council meeting I attended was to pro
test a raise in the amount to be paid on my business 
privilege license. I didn't, and I don't think anybody, 
likes to pay more in taxes. 

However, the council this month unanimously 
voted to increase privilege license taxes across the 
board by 15 percent. The council felt that the town 
must generate more revenue in order to maintain the 
services the town provides. So this time I voted to 
raise my own taxes. The shoe really is on the other 
foot! 

The Alabama Rural Water Association brought its 
leak detection equipment back to Mentone Nov. 13 
and 14. They were successful in locating a sizable 
leak under a culvert. The leak has been taken care of, 
and this should result in considerable water savings. 
The new tank should be tested and painted soon. 

Congratulations to Colquitt Jones upon his 

graduation from the police academy at Jacksonville 
tate. 

— Rob Hammond 



L e f t o v e r s 
By Jean McGehee 

Some of our favorite meals are those when we 
clean out the refrigerator — at least they provide 
variety and are easy on the cook. For some time now 
there have been anecdotes or thoughts that do not fit 
into the regular articles in The Groundhog. They are 
leftovers. 

One bit concerns the singer Shirley Jones. 
Charles and I went to Chattanooga a recent Saturday 
night to hear Miss Jones with the symphony pops or
chestra. She's holding her own in the voice and beau
ty departments. We were reminded of a tale told by 
Doc and Kyle Long and confirmed by a chat with Har
vard "Haywire" Hester, Valley Head barber. 

July 15, 1980, four people walked into Hester's 
shop. A young man, about 25 to 30 years old, a young 
woman, and two older women entered. The young 
man wanted his hair cut. What style did he want, ask
ed Hester. The young man pointed to one of the 
women. Mr. Hester rubbed his hand over his short-
cropped hair and agreed to cut the young man's hair 
like the woman's. 

The young woman asked Mr. Hester if he knew 
who the woman was whose hair he had touched. 
"No," replied the barber. 

"That's Shirley Jones," the young woman said. 
Mr. Hester had followed Miss Jones' career through 
Oklahoma, her winning an Academy award for her 
role in Elmer Gantry, and her role as the mother on 
TV's Patridge Family. 

Not quite knowing what to believe, he said, "All 
right. If you're Shirley Jones, let's hear you sing!" 

Immediately Miss Jones went into a fanfare, a 
sort of "Da, da, da — da, da, ta-da!" But that was all. 

Still thinking he might be the object of a joke or 
hoax, Hester asked, "Now how old would you be, 
Miss Jones?" 

"I'm 49," she replied. And indeed she was. Mr. 
Hester has an autographed photo of Shirley Jones as 
well as a message inscribed on the back of a photo of 
himself. He said she was quite natural and down-to-
earth, not putting on airs at all. The other woman was 
her secretary, Betty Stephanian. Her son, Brian, and 
future (now) daughter-in-law Jill were the other 
visitors to Hester's shop. 

A couple of weeks ago we went to Atlanta with 
Doc and Kyle for the opening of a new pottery gallery 
by Charles Counts of Rising Fawn in the Tula 
Building in the Buckhead area. Afterward we search
ed vainly for a restaurant serving lunch at 2 p.m. 
Deciding to head toward home, we lucked into China 
House on Peachtree and had a delightful meal, the 
only diners present. We were privileged to sneak 
glances at the waiters and kitchen help eating their 
meal with chopsticks. As always, there were enough 
leftovers to bring home for another meal. 

Some of the best food we've had recently was the 
manicotti at Cragsmere, created from scratch (makes 
her own pasta) by the new chef, Kelley Soder. Every 
bit was sumptious. We also were blessed to partake 
of a perfect Thanksgiving Dinner at the Mentone Inn. 
The atmosphere (nowadays known as ambience) was 
delightful. It's hard to stop talking about the good 
food around here, but the Tiger's Inn breakfast is hard 
to beat. Great biscuits and gravy. 

And finally, this is the first autumn that I've ex
perienced two color explosions. During Centennial 
Week, our back yard was so beautiful it was like gaz
ing at stained glass windows. And now after a late 
freeze (a month later than the last two years) isn't it 
absolutely beautiful to look on the mountain sides? 

, 5 0 0 R a i s e d A t M o o n L a k e 
Over $6,500 was raised at the recent Moon Lake 

School Harvest Festival, according to Christa Brown, 
secretary of the Parent Teachers Association which 
sponsors the event. 

Money raised from this and other projects is used 
for improving the school facilities. A major future pro
ject is construction of a gymnasium. 

Principal Charles Bell, PTA President Bill Berry, 
and Mrs. Brown wish to thank all of the Mentone peo
ple who helped make the harvest festival a success. 

At the PTA meeting of Nov. 19 it was voted to 
donate $200 to each Moon Lake teacher, to be used 
for classroom materials. 

A m e r i c a n L e g i o n N e w s 
On Thursday, Dec. 20, the Annual Christmas Party 

of the local American Legion Post will be held at the 
Legion Hall at 6:00 p.m. Members and their wives will 
bring their favorite foods to this covered dish supper. 
For further details contact Commander Leonard 
Shigley. 

Commander Shigley states that the Turkey Shoot 
held on Nov. 17 was very much a success. "People 
got there happy and left happy," he said. "We ran out 
of targets. The funds will be used for building repairs 
and improvements." 

F e l l o w C e l e b r a n t 
The Groundhog offers a HAPPY BIRTHDAY to 

Alvin Edwin Bradley, a resident of Cloudland, 
Georgia, just down the road. 

On Nov. 9 he celebrated his 100th birthday. 
He and the town of Mentone are exactly the same 

age. 
A former barber and railroad employee, he lives in 

a trailer near his son. Mr. Bradley fixes his own 
breakfast most mornings and takes a long walk every 
day. 

S T A N D I N G T A L L 

Standing tall in the back row (third from right) is Colquitt Jones, Mentone's policeman, with the other 
graduates of the Police Academy at Jacksonville University. The seven-week course was largely conducted by 
FBI instructors. Policeman Jones commuted to the Academy for daily 8 to 5 courses, which involved 280 
hours of classroom training and extensive physical activity in the gymnasium. Participants in the Academy 
were from throughout Alabama. From a grounding in criminal justice, the courses completed by Policeman 
Jones ranged across all phases of law enforcement, including first aid and coronary pulmonary resuscitation, 
crime investigation, wreck investigation, firearms training, patrol procedures, stress, auto theft, self defense 
training, arrest and search and seizure procedures. "I came back from the Academy a much more qualified of
ficer," ne said. "I have really learned a lot. No one should be allowed to serve Mentone as policeman who has 
not gone to the Academy." THE GROUNDHOG editors asked Policeman Jones how he felt about his job, now 
that he is into his second year of service. "I like it," he said. "I have enjoyed it. The people have been nice and 
complimentary." 

C l o u d m o n t S k i R e s o r t 
A l l S e t F o r N e w S e a s o n 

Mentone's premier tourist attraction is all set for 
another big season. Gary Jones, manager of the 
Cloudmont Ski Resort, says that the kickoff will be 
heralded by a freezing temperature of around 28 
degrees. 

Last year's season at Cloudmont broke all 
records and received attention from the national 
media as the southernmost ski run in the U. S. It at
tracts not only beginners from the Southeast, but 
veteran skiers who are unable to make the long 
journeys to Colorado, New England, or Switzerland. 

Throughout the off-season Gary and his staff have 
been involved in such improvements as smoothing 
the runs, constructing higher snow-making towers, 
and repairing equipment. 

Cloudmont has two slopes, both 1,000 feet long 
and 150 vertical feet off a 1,900 foot peak. A recent 
Sunday edition of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
described the Mentone ski run as having 100 percent 
snow-making, night skiing, two super pony tows, with 
accommodations of six chalets at the ski area and 
cabins eight miles away. Facilities are available for 
parties of up to 65. 

The 1984-85 staff is as follows: Gary Jones, 
manager; Doug Hair, ski director; Nancy Jones, ticket 
office and public relations; Chester Crider, snow 
making and lifts; Stephanie Hunter, rental shop; Bar
bara Clark and Philip Brown, ski instructors. 

Restaurant and Deli 
is truly a family operated 

restaurant! 

Book your Chr is tmas party now! 
Come visit the Weavers! 

Open 11-9 Closed Mondays 

Collector's Item Available 

T O W I N O 
S E R V I C E 

24 hour^ 
Lowest Rates 

Fi reworks 
A m m o 

Picnic Suppl ies, Tires 

W h a t l e y ' s 
Store and Service 

Christmas g i f ts , toys, wrappings, dol ls , toy 
guns, stereo uni ts , rain sui ts , hunt ing and 
f ish ing l icenses, f i reworks for Chr istmas 
and New Year's, Laredo Boots, 2 5 % off 
misses sizes. 
Special thanks for all who helped Sam 
Whatley and Apri l Langston win Harvest 
King and Queen at Moon Lake School . 

We're behind you, Tigers! 
Good Luck! 

Sam, Toots , Karen, Hoss Whatley 
A L . H W Y . 117 EAST 

DAY OR NIGHT RT. 1 BOX 111 
205/634-4168 MENTONE, AL 35984 

Mrs. Linda Brown, Secretary-treasurer, 
Mentone Centennial Committee 
Route 1, Box 271 
Mentone, Alabama 35984 

Enclosed is a check/money order for $15 plus 
$2.50 postage and handling for which please 
send me a Mentone Centennial Com
memorative plate to the following: 

NAME: 

ADDRESS:. 

I 
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F a r e w e l l T o C a n d H 

For twenty-five years the C and H Lumber Com
pany has been a fixture in Valley Head. Before that, it 
was the Valley Head Lumber Company. Ted Holleman 
and William Crow agreed that if the latter were 
elected mayor of Valley Head, they would close the 
business. Mr. Crow feels that being mayor is a full 
time job, leaving too much responsibility for the 
business upon Mr. Holleman. 

Ted Holleman has been associated with the com
pany for about forty years. He worked there before 
World War II and opened a cabinet shop there after he 
returned from military service. 

William Crow has worked with the lumber com
pany for about thirty years. He and Mr. Holleman pur
chased the place from Mrs. Paul Davenport. 

Wesley Ottis Dean has worked with the owners 

since 1951. Mr. Holleman and Mr. Crow state that 
they will "attempt" to play some golf, but that each 
will find plenty to do to stay busy after this month 
when the company is no longer in existence. All of 
the men say that they will miss seeing people who 
have been loyal customers. 

One Mentone citizen, voicing the sentiment of 
scores of people, said: "It's inconceivable that we 
will no longer have this service available at the bot
tom of the mountain. Not only have they been ever 
courteous with advice on the telephone for us 
amateur builders, but they have saved countless 
drives to Fort Payne for last-minute needs. C and H 
was always a warm, helpful place to visit; it was an in
stitution which will long be missed." We all wish for 
Mr. Holleman and Mr. Crow a happy time in their new 
careers. 

Effective in January, the deadline for The Groun
dhog will be Jan. 8. The publication will be in the mail 
Jan. 15. 

The White Elephant Galleries 
invite you to their second annual 

Qfizn <zHou±z 
Sunday, December 2, 1 till 5 

Refreshments, Door Prizes 
25%-50% off many items 

Antiques, Gifts, Arts, Crafts 

Sat., 10-5 — Sun. 1-5 
Highway 117, P. O. Box 31 

Mentone, Ala. 634-4529 

Lives are constantly threatened on the stretch of 
highway between Old Hotel Square and the Post Of
fice. Particularly the elderly and children are in 
danger here. This is why many Mentone citizens are 
advocating a sidewalk along Highway 117. 

New Owner, 
Gail Jones 

ROCK 
W E S E R V E C O M P L E T E B R E A K F A S T S , S H O R T O R D E R S 

P L A T E L U N C H E S E V E R Y D A Y B U T S A T . 

5:30-3 Mon . th rough Fri. Sat. 6-3 Closed Sundays 
Hammondvi l le , A la . 635-6897 

HOLIDAY G R E E T I N G S ! 

C l o u d m o n t 
S k i a n d G o l f R e s o r t 

*/ /"v» off DeSoto P a r k w a y 
m 3 mi les south of 

MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984 
On Lit t le River 

Chalet Reservations or Information 
(205) 634-3841 

RUBY'S VARIETY 

New locat ion by the Chevron Stat ion 

Vi Price on all name brand like-new 
c lo th ing 

Toys and gi f ts for the whole fami ly ! 
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T o O u r 
M e r c h a n t s 

It is the revenue of your advert is ing 
that makes possible the publ icat ion of The 
Groundhog. Each issue contains a f inan
cial s ta tement w h i c h ou t l i nes the ex
penses involved. 

There are bas ic reasons w h y you 
should advert ise regularly in th is publ ica
t ion: 

(1) Business volume is dependant on 
c o n v e y i n g your message to po ten t ia l 
customers. Each month 2,500 copies of 
the Groundhog are pr inted. One is placed 
in the mai lbox of every resident of the 
Mentone area. It is d is t r ibuted at various 
out lets in the DeKalb area — of ten picked 
up by tour is ts . It is mailed to over a hun
dred persons outs ide the Mentone area. 

(2) The G r o u n d h o g is not a prof i t -
making operat ion. Any proceeds above ex
penses go to the act iv i t ies of the Mentone 
Area Preservation Assoc ia t ion, of which it 
is an arm. MAPA is dedicated to "preserv
ing and protect ing the heritage, natural en
v i ronment, and other unique qual i t ies of 
life in the Mentone area." 

Donna Buk ley is adver t i s ing coor
d i n a t o r of The G r o u n d h o g . D o n n a is 
a s s o c i a t e d i r e c t o r of M A P A , b o a r d 
member of the DeKalb County Tour is t 
A s s o c i a t i o n , c o o r d i n a t e d t h e 1984 
Rhododendron Festival, and was advertis
ing coordinator for the Centennial Celebra
t ions. She l ikes to paint and is married to 
Charles Bukley, an electr ical supervisor at 
the TVA Bel lefonte Nuclear Power Plant. 

Call Donna for further informat ion or to 
place an ad — 634-4678 or the edi tors at 
634-3737. 

TRIANGLE GAS & GROCERY 
fast , f r iendly service 

A m 

Congra tu la t ions , 
Valley Head Footbal l 

Team for a great season! 

/ TRIANGLE 
— \ Merry Chr is tmas 

to all and a Happy 
New Year! Notary 

Publ ic 

— \ Merry Chr is tmas 
to all and a Happy 

New Year! 

Valley Head, A labama 635-6164 



M e n t o n e - B a s e d A r t i s t I s R e c o g n i z e d 
"Paint every painting as though it's going to be 

your masterpiece," said a friend to Rick Long. And 
this he strives to achieve, although it means more 
and more time spent on each painting. 

Rick and his wife Debbie are currently restoring 
and renovating the Mayer home behind Brow Park. 
Rick began as a business major at Florida Atlantic 
University, but he found his true niche in the painting 
and print section of the Fine Arts Department. 

After graduation he traveled with the California 
Professional Artists Association for five years. Today 
he goes to annual exhibits around the country, from 
Virginia to San Francisco, and from the Florida Keys 
to Chicago. 

Rick grew up in a wooded area near Philadelphia, 
living in a 300 year old house. His father's degree was 
in art, also. While still an undergraduate, Rick was in
spired by Aldous Huxley's essay, "The Nature of 
Precious Stones." 

Huxley believed that precious gems are not 
precious because of their rarity, but because of their 
crystal luminescence. It is this enlightenment that 
Rick seeks to paint — a triggering of a subconscious 
memory of a bright parallel universe to this one. This 
is an experience of the very young or very old or of a 
psychically attuned person. His method is reverse 
painting on clear plexiglass with acrylics, air brush, 

Rick Long, Artist 
and brush. 

The important aspect is the philosophy behind 
his painting. Although he is not a recreational reader, 
preferring to read only challenging material, Rick has 
read deeply into parapsychology and metaphysics, 
seeking to understand the world around him as well 
as himself. His reading is a "helpful tool for my own 
progress as a human being," he says. 

People from all over this country and from Europe 
have purchased Rick's paintings. Since they are 
somewhat avant garde, they are more popular with 
young people and with Europeans, who are not condi
tioned to like what they think they should like, as 
most Americans are. 

Rick began making prints of his works about five 
years ago because they offer less affluent young peo
ple art they can afford. He also has done album 
covers and collector plates, but nowadays he devotes 
his time to seeking to advance, to communicate, to 
open new doors through his paintings. Color is par
ticularly important to Rick as it expresses feelings 
and emotions. 

Debbie and Rick met at an art show in Albany, 
New York. Debbie is a native Californian who grew up 
in the Chicago area. "When I saw his paintings, I im
mediately wanted to meet the artist," Debbie said. 

"There isn't much in my life that art hasn't been 
responsible for," Rick says. Daughter Lora is a 
beautiful nine months old charmer. 

Rick Long has maintained his same distinct style 
and unusual quality throughout his painting career, 
although a definite growth is evident. Prints of his 
work are on display in the Gourdie Shop in the Hit
ching Post. 

C r a g s 
A j N 

i d 
R e s t a u r a n t 

Moon 
Over 
Sarna 

R h o d o d e n d r o n G a r d e n C l u b M e e t s 
Sixteen members and one guest of the Rhododen

dron Garden Club met Nov. 13 in the Fellowship Hall 
of the United Methodist Church. Terry Shackleford, 
from the County Agent's office, spoke on "Planting 
and Caring for Fruit Trees." 

Mr Shackleford divided his talk into four areas: 
the site, planting, pruning and caring for the trees. 
Since it is difficult to raise fruit trees in colder 
climates, and especially on mountain tops, each of 
these categories is quite important if one is to raise 
fruit successfully in Mentone. 

Trees should get all day sun and good drainaae 

Gordon Strickland is weaving a basket from thin 
strips of oak, just as the pioneers did years ago. The 
basket will be quite sturdy when it is finished. 

BROWN'S CLEANING 
& LAUNDRY 

COMPLETE CLOTHING CARE 
SUEDE — LEATHER — FUR 

New Service: Pil low Cleaning — Cleaned, 
f lu f fed, sanit ized, deodorized; new t ick ing, 
$5.00 feather, down, polyester, chip foam. 

817Gaul t Ave. 
845-3241 

Ft. Payne 
8450751 

New Years Eve Party 
Live Band 

Prime Rib Dinner 
Buffet Breakfast 

•& F r e e Gifts 
Reservations Only $ 5 0 . 0 0 Couple 

(205) 634-4677 

M O R G A N 
D R U G S 
PRESCRIPTIONS — 

COSMETICS 
Happy 100th Birthday, Mentone! 

Donald R. Morgan 
Valley Head, Alabama 35989 

635-6812 

and no hard winds. Most horticulturists favor an 
eastern slope. Good soil must be from three to five 
feet deep for fruit trees to bear well. 

Planting holes for fruit trees should be at least 18 
to 24 inches across and 18 inches deep. Put some top 
soil and some humus in the bottom of the hole. 
Dwarfs should be planted so that the graft is above 
soil level. When the hole is % full of soil, fill it with 
water. When this has settled, fill with rest of soil and 
leave loose. Form a watering saucer of soil. Water 
every four days for two weeks. Stake dwarf trees and 
never remove the stake. 

Prune in late winter or early spring. Prune to keep 
the tree symmetrical. Never over-prune. Keep one 
main leader and after tree is shaped, remove any 
broken limbs, thick ones, and diseased limbs. 

Regular spraying is essential. Spray with a dor
mant oil spray in the winter when the temperature is 
above 40 degrees. Follow a spraying schedule accor
ding to manufacturer's suggestions, but never spray 
within seven days of harvest. Fertilize annually in ear
ly spring. Maintain an organic mulch around all fruit 
trees. Generally, nitrogen alone will do if an organic 
mulch is maintained. Trees will bear within 3 years 
and continue for 40-50 years. 

President Helen Hill reminded members to bring 
canned goods, staples, or cash to the Christmas 
meeting at the Kirk home on Dec. 11. 

The Hitching Post 
CROWS' NEST 

ANTIQUES 
Jean Elrod: Bernise Crow 

NEW ITEMS 
FOR CHRISTMAS! 

OPEN H O U S E ON SUNDAY, 
December 2nd, from 1-5 

Refreshments 

Furgerson Grocery 
WISHING YOU THE 

HAPPIEST OF HOLIDAYS! 

Gas, Groceries, Fresh Meats^ 
Open 7 davs 

Mentone Drive-In 
Charcoal broi led burgers 

Soft ice cream and shakes 
Open 6 days 

634-4600 
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M e n t o n e ' s F i r s t I n h a b i t a n t s : T h e I n d i a n s 
(Continued From Front Page) 

unable to pol ice or guard roads as f ront ier people moved in. 
As the wh i te set t lers moved into th is area of Northeast 

A labama, there arose a great cry that they possessed the 
land. His tor ica l ly speaking, some Indian t r ibes had fought 
w i th the Br i t ish in the Revolut ionary War and in the War of 
1812. There remained a l inger ing fear that some Indians 
wou ld be dis loyal to the federal government . But th is was 
not the case. The Indian's word was his bond. 

The Indians of th is area were rounded up l ike cat t le, put 
in s tockades, and later forced to abandon their beloved 
homeland and sent on their "Tra i l of Tears." 

Fort Payne, A labama, near Mentone, was a center of 
such a s tockade. The c i ty was named for the o f f icer in 
charge of the s tockade, Captain John Payne. 

Late in 1829, the Creek Indians of the southern end of 
Lookout Mounta in held a counc i l meet ing and voted to re
main in A labama and submi t to the laws of the state. 
A labama had become a state Dec. 14, 1819. 

However, in t ruders swarmed over the land and made life 
unbearable for the Indians. In the spr ing of 1832 the Creeks 
s igned a treaty y ie ld ing all their land in Alabama. 

The Creeks jo ined w i th their avowed enemy, the 
Cherokees, and also w i th the Chickasaws to remain rather 
than be sent West . 

A civi l war broke out when the Creeks took to acts of 
v io lence against the wh i te set t lers, and the secretary of war 
ordered their removal. (The Creeks had already s igned wi th 
the state of Georgia in 1827 to vacate their land there). Final
ly 2,495 Creeks were t ranspor ted by force to the West , and 
hundreds were hunted out among the Cherokees by the 
mi l i tary. 

A small group of Indians led by John Ridge and Elias 
Boudinot s igned a treaty w i th the federal government to 
give up all Cherokee lands east of the Miss iss ipp i River. The 
Treaty of New Echota, s igned Dec. 29, 1835, ceded the 
Cherokees ' lands in Tennessee, A labama and Georgia to 
the federal government for the amount of f ive mi l l ion 
dol lars and an interest in Western Indian terr i tory. 

Most of the Cherokees were not in agreement w i th the 
treaty. The Cherokee nat ion 's chief, John Ross, cons idered 
the treaty non-b inding; however, President Andrew Jackson 
enforced the treaty and appo in ted General Win f ie ld Scot t in 
charge of these federal forces, and on May 10, 1838, issued 
a proc lamat ion to the Cherokees warning them that their 
emigra t ion was to commence immediate ly. 

A great number of Indians hid out in the many caves of 
A labama; later they emerged and returned to Nor th Carol ina 
where they establ ished a center. It is believed one of these 
fami l ies in h id ing was that of Mentone 's fabled Granny 
Dollar. 

In many stor ies, the Indians have been dep ic ted as the 
"bad guys , " but actual ly, they had high moral s tandards. 

Their having no wr i t ten language handicapped them 
because the wh i te men cou ld wave a piece of paper in f ront 
of them, and they cou ldn ' t read the small f ine pr int of the 
cont rac t or treaty. 

Sequoyah arrived on the scene captur ing words on 
paper or bark cal led a syl labary or an alphabet, to give the 
Cherokees a reading sys tem in about 1821. A syl labary is a 
list of syl lables or a l ist of characters represent ing syl lables 
and serving the purpose or stages of wr i t ing an alphabet. 

Sequoyah 's name in the Cherokee language means " t h e 

lame one, " f rom an injury to his leg in the War of 1812 when 
he fought w i th the federal t roops. He was born about 1775 
or 1776. His father was whi te , Nathaniel Gist , and came 
f rom a weal thy fami ly of Bal t imore, Maryland. Nathaniel , 
a long w i th two other men, had a t rading post on the Ho ls ton 
River. 

Sequoyah's mother, accord ing to Indian c u s t o m , re
mained w i th her people af ter her Indian tr ibal marr iage 
ceremony to Nathaniel , instead of re turn ing to Bal t imore, 
Maryland. She raised Sequoyah as a s ingle parent. 

About the age of seventeen, Sequoyah went to Spr ing 
Place, Georgia, where there was a miss ion schoo l , and 
w h e r e he met J o h n R o s s , w h o s e I n d i a n n a m e 
" C o a w e e s c o o w e e " means "The Great Wh i te B i rd . " Se
quoyah learned to be a b lacksmi th ; he made a loom for his 
mother and learned how to patch copper and to be a 
s i lversmi th. When Sequoyah was about n ineteen he marr ied 
and had ch i ldren. 

Sequoyah en l is ted w i th the Uni ted States forces in the 
War of 1812; he was enrol led as George Guess. At the end 
of the Batt le of Horseshoe Bend at the Tal lapoosa River in 
Georgia, 27 March 1814, war was over; he had been gone 
t w o years. 

In 1782, the f i rst Cherokees left for new home land in 
what is now Fort Smi th , Arkansas. When the U. S. purchas
ed Louis iana in 1813, Arkansas became part of the Union. 
By 1808, the western Cherokees were cal l ing themselves 
the Nat ion West and invi t ing the Nat ion East to jo in them. 
By then the Cherokees had made new treat ies wi th the 
Uni ted States. 

On Sequoyah's return home, he had a compu ls ion to 
create a wr i t ten language. Because he wou ld retreat to a 
cabin apart f rom his main house, he was suspec ted by fami
ly and neighbors. It is not known whether his w i fe or 
neighbors burned his cabin, but all his work was dest royed. 

He left and took his l i t t le gir l to Arkansas where he mar
ried a w o m a n w h o apparent ly encouraged h im in his 
endeavor. He was able to teach his wi fe as well as other 
members of his fami ly to read and wr i te in the Cherokee 
language. 

At last he took his alphabet to the chief of the Cherokee 
nat ion, and af ter an amazing demons t ra t ion of the use of 
the alphabet by his young daughter in a meet ing of the 
Counc i l , the new system was adopted. Sequoyah had lived 
for a whi le at W i l l s town near the present c i ty of Fort Payne, 
Alabama. 

The four pr incipal g roups of Indians in A labama were 
the Creeks, Cherokees, Chickasaws, and Choc taws. They 
may be bet ter ident i f ied as occupy ing sec t ions of the state 
of A labama, as in the sou thwes te rn corner were the Choc
taws, Chickasaws in the nor thwestern , Cherokees in the 
nor theastern part, and Creeks in the southeastern . 

The Indians of A labama had houses of upr ight logs, 
plastered over w i th mud, and each fami ly had a smal l 
vegetable garden, but d id not sell their produce. Grasses 
were woven together to make wal ls for their houses, and 
then plastered w i th mud. Roofs were braided of grasses in
to thatch. Most houses were weatherproof . 

Beds were elevated. Couches were made to sit on or to 
sleep upon. Bed c lo thes were sof t and o f ten woven of 
turkey feathers or so f tened pel ts. In some tr ibes men 
helped the w o m e n such as the Choctaw men, but o ther 

t r ibes refused to do any " w o m e n ' s work . " 
The w o m e n cul t ivated crops, gathered f i rewood, looked 

af ter the ch i ldren, g round the corn, made c lo th ing , and 
wove baskets. The men f i shed, hunted, and went to war; 
they also made hand too ls such as needles and awls of 
bone for sewing and for f i shhooks. Shel ls were used for 
cups, spoons, and o ther utensi ls ; an axe was made of 
s tone; A labama clay was manufac tured into pot tery. 

There was one negat ive facet to the cu l ture of the In
dians of Southeastern Uni ted States and that is they never 
knew about or used the wheel . They were not aware of 
metal lurgy except copper; that was usual ly fash ioned into 
jewelry. 

The Indians did everyth ing to music ; they were not 
a lways si lent, and some old warr iors were great orators and 
story tel lers; they loved to dance and to w h o o p and holler. 

Their art dep ic ted the l i fe around them, birds, f ish or 
other wi ld animals; very o f ten it was geomet r ic or symbo l i c 
art. The swast ika fo rm was used long before Hit ler was 
born. 

They bel ieved in The Great Spir i t or by other names as 
the Breath Keeper, or the One Above, and had elaborate 
ceremonies in their Indian re l ig ion. 

In the Archa ic Era of Prehistor ic Indians, careful treat
ment of the dead showed they had a bel ief in an af ter l ife; 
a lso that they had s t rong emot iona l t ies, even though the 
burial s i te was also the refuge heap. They a lso bur ied their 
dogs. 

The Indians of Prehistor ic t ime had a short l i fe span of 
probably not more than f i f ty years. They were p lagued wi th 
ar thr i t is and absessed teeth. 

The Early Wood land Indians bur ied their dead in round 
c i rcular pi ts, shal low, only about t w o feet deep; the arms 
and legs of the corpse were t ied to the s ides; ske le tons of 
who le fami l ies have been found in one grave and 
somet imes showed s igns of v io lence. 

A group of s tudents and pro fessors of the Universi ty of 
Georgia 's An th ropo logy Department in 1973 invest igated an 
Indian m o u n d near Trenton, Georgia, not far f rom Mentone, 
at The Tunacunnhee Site. The ar t i fac ts unear thed by the ar
chaeo log is ts were of the Hopewel l ian cu l tu re in the per iod 
200 B. C. to 400 A. D. wh ich indicated that before the t ime of 
Christ , there had been an extensive t rade network w i th the 
Hopewel l ian Indians of Ohio. 

Sc ient is ts do not a lways agree, but it is general ly believ
ed that Indians of As iat ic or ig in came to th is cont inent by 
way of the Ber ing Strai ts some 40,000 to 50,000 years ago. 
From s tud ies made — the Carbon 14 method — sc ien t is ts 
believe that Indians were in A labama s ince about 8,000 B. C. 
and went th rough at least six stages before the arrival of the 
f i rst Europeans. They were the ancestors of the Creeks and 
Cherokees who resided in the Mentone area. They, in turn, 
were here when the wh i te explorers arr ived. 

Chapter 3 
A History of 
Mentone By 

Zora Shay Strayhorn 

TV AND 
h . APPLIANCE 
l U RENTALS 

845-5071 

TO OWN 
40CT5. Gault Ave 

Ft. Payne, Al 35967 

Serving 
All Of 

DeKalb County 
Free Delivery 

1st Week Rent wil l 
get any item Delivered 

to your home 

• WASHERS • DRYERS 

• MICROWAVE OVENS 
Room Air 
Conditioners 

—No Credit Check 
—No Long-Term Obligation 
—No Repair Bills 
—No Delivery Charge 
—Large Selection 
—Every Rental 

Applies To Ownership 
—No Deposit 

• VCR • STEREOS 
• TELEVISIONS 
• REFRIGERATORS 
• WASHERS 
• DRYERS 
• MICROWAVES 
• DINING ROOM SUITES 
• LIVING ROOM SUITES 
• BEDROOM SUITES 

REFRIGERATORS' 

• FREEZERS 

• COLOR TV's 

Whirlpool 

Panasonic Kerosene 

Heaters 
Rent to Own 

Second Week's Rent 

Free! 

' S e c o n d W e e k R e n t ! 

F R E E I 
on any item in store 

with this coupon 

MAJESTIC | 
RENTAL ! 

Save up to $30.00 wi th coupon { 
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Calendar 
Monday, Dec. 3 — 6 p.m. — Town Council meets 

at Town Hall. Rob Hammond, Mayor. 

Tuesday, Dec. 4 — 6:30 p.m. — MAPA Christmas Din
ner at Cragsmere Manna. All welcome. Homer Crow, 
Director. 
7 p.m. — Rescue Squad meets at American Legion 
Building. Leonard Shigley, Captain. 

Thursday, Dec. 6 — 7 p.m. —Volunteer Fire Dept. 
meets at Fire Hall. Sammy Cash, Chief. 

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 9 & 10 — 12 to 6 Cloudland 
Pottery Christmas Show. 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 — 10 a.m. — Rhododendron Garden 
Club meets at the Kirk home. Helen Hill, President. 

Wednesday, Dec. 12 — 9:30 a.m. — Bookmobile 
comes to Town Hall. 
2:15 p.m. — Valley Head Woman's Club invites all to 
a concert by the Ala. State Jr. College at the United 
Methodist Church. 

Friday, Dec. 14 — noon — Christmas dinner at Moon 
Lake School by the Fire Dept. 

Saturday, Dec. 15 — 5 p.m. — Lighting of the Men-
tone Community Christmas Tree. Mentone Inn park
ing lot. Music. All welcome! 

Sunday, Dec. 16, 2 to 4 p.m. — Mentone Springs 
Hotel Singing. Santa, Refreshments. ALL WELCOME. 
5 p.m. — Community Chorus sings at Valley Head 
Baptist Church. 
7 p.m. — Community Chorus sings at Moon Lake 
Baptist Church. 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 — 7 p.m. — Community Chorus 
sings at United Methodist Church. 

Thursday, Dec. 20 — 6 p.m. — American Legion 
Christmas Party. Covered Dish. 
7 p.m. — Fire Dept. meets at Fire Hall. 

Sunday, Dec. 23 — 5 p.m. — Lessons and carols. St. 
Joseph's On-the-Mountain. 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 — 9:30 a.m. — Bookmobile. 

Wednesday, Jan. 2 — Deadline for January GROUN
DHOG^ 
7 p .m. — M A P A m e e t s a t F i r e H a l l . J u d g e R o b e r t 

A T o u r O f M e n t o n e 

Wilson, speaker. 

Moe's Place 
Hammondvi l le 

New Owners — Jeff & Patfi Jo Mosher 

Hunt ing & Fishing Licenses 
Fresh meats, p icnic suppl ies 

Weekly meat specials! 
free '85 Calendars 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
Open 7 days: Mon.-Sat. 6-6 

Sun. 1-6 
Phone 635-6437 

R I G H T F O R A L L W E A T H E R 
r \ X L M H/T™ 
^ s t e e l b e l t e d r a d i o 

5 0 s 49 
T-155-80R13 

• Aggressive all-season tread 
design for excellent traction 
in all-weather conditions 

• Low rolling resistance 
saves fuel 

• Wide block tread gives 
outstanding handling 

INSTANT CREDIT 
A P P L Y T O D A Y ! 
See your participating BFGoodrich 
retailer for complete details 

BFGoodrich 

WESTMORELAND TIRE CO. 
3 0 1 S O U T H G A U L T A V E . 

F O R T P A Y N E . A L . 3 5 9 6 7 

2 0 5 / S 4 . 5 - 5 6 5 6 

At the top of the mountain where 117 intersects 
with DeSoto Parkway (89), you are at Old Hotel 
Square. Within walking distances are the following 
points of interests: (Maps are usually available 
around town). 

(a) MENTONE SPRINGS HOTEL, focal point of the 
Centennial, built in 1884, a classic example of Vic
torian architecture. It is not operated at present as a 
hotel, but there are gift shops worthy of a visit. 

(b) THE WHITE ELEPHANT, formerly an annex of 
the hotel, now a fine gifts and antiques shop, behind 
the hotel to the east. 

(c) THE MENTONE INN, operated as a Bed 'n' 
Breakfast. Lunch Mondays. Built in the 1920's. 
Available for parties. 

(d) THE HITCHING POST, once a place of festive 
dances, site of the post office and various stores; 
now houses a number of gift attractions. Browse here 
at your pelasure, ask questions about the area. Also 
has Crow's Nest Antiques; Gourdies and art objects; 
Back Door custom framing. 

(e) THE LOG CABIN DELI, a place to eat if you're 
hungry. Excellent food. Closed Mondays. 

(f) FURGERSON'S GENERAL STORE WITH 
DRIVE-IN where you can get charcoal broiled 
burgers, ice cream, etc. 

(g) ST. JOSEPH-ON-THE-MOUNTAIN CHURCH, 
usually open for visitors. Its center unit is a log cabin 
thought to be originally the oldest residence in Men-
tone. 

Time now to get in your car and head down 
DeSoto Parkway, checking points on the map: 

(h) DESOTO FALLS, a natural landmark. 
(i) CRAGSMERE MANNA RESTAURANT AND 

GARDENS, originally a log cabin residence of a 
former slave. If you're hungry and it's after 5 p.m. (and 
not Monday or Tuesday), a top-notch meal; suitable 
for parties 

(j) CLOUDMONT SKI & GOLF RESORT, southern
most ski resort in America. Grass skiing in summer. 
Much natural beauty; chalets for rent; nine holes. 

(k) DESOTO STATE PARK RESORT, good 
restaurant, camping areas, swimming, various ac
commodations, etc. Hiking trails. 

(I) HOWARD'S CHAPEL, a small structure built 
during the Depression by Col. Milford Howard. Uni
que stone design, flowing from a huge boulder. His 
ashes are buried here. He was an author, movie pro
ducer, nominated for President, and did much for the 
development of Mentone. 

Now return to your car and make the beautiful 
drive around highway 165 to 117, carefully consulting 
your map. If you're hungry, turn right on 117 past the 
Georgia line to the Lookout, an excellent family 
restaurant (closed Sunday night and Monday). 

As you return to downtown Mentone, we call your 
attention to the following establishments who have 
supported The Groundhog through their adver
tisements: 

Taylor's Trade Center; Cloudland and Lookout 
Nurseries; Whatley's General Store and Service Sta
tion (mechanic on duty); Knotty Knots; The Owl's 
Roost (jewelry and antiques); The Red Barn (brows
ing); the Superette, friendly grocery and gathering 
place; McGee's Gulf Mart (old timey general store). 

Holiday Concert 
The Northeast Alabama State Jr. College Choir, 

under the direction of Ms. Charlene Larson, will pre
sent a program of Christmas music at Valley Head 
United Methodist Church on Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 
2:15 p.m. 

This program is sponsored by the Valley Head 
Woman's Club and the public is invited. 

Refreshments will be served in the fellowship hall 
of the church following the program. 

T H E 
C I T I Z E N S B A N K 

l a r g e enough to serve you — 
small enough to know you 

member FDIC 

V o l l e y Heady A l u . 

B A T Y 
L U M B E R C O . 

Rough and Dressed Lumber 

iviei u u i ic U O f t I H I 

TIGER'S 
INN 

i ^ X ^ ^ V a l l e y Head, Alabama 
635-6855 

Complete Breakfast. Sandwich. 
Short Order Menu. 

Plate Lunches Sunday-Friday 

Mon. Thru Sat. 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sun. 7-2 Plate Lunches. 

Paul Purvis Frank Purvis 

PURVIS 
CONSTRUCTION CO 

C u s t o m Design - Log H o m e s 

P. O. Box 244 
MENTONE, A L A B A M A 35984 

Phones 205-634-^884 or 634-4518 

Gifts For the Whole Family At 

Master 

MECHANIC 

T R U E V A L U E H A R D W A R E 
2 3 1 0 G A U L T A V E N U E N O R T H 

F O R T P A Y N E A L A B A M A 3 5 9 6 7 

P H O N E 8 4 5 2 9 6 9 

G A R L A N D G . S I E G 
M A N A G E R 

LIE 

^unzxaC <zHorris, Una, 

tyVc. •Sfie.cializs. i n . fixe.-jxtan.n.E.A funsxaCi. 

cR. Surtax., 2> 

Lela Bell Pullen, Receptionist 

6 3 5 - 6 2 4 7 

PAINT 
CARPET 
W A L L P A P E R 

F L O O R C O V E R I N G 
W O O D - VINYL 

3 0 % Off on wal lpaper 

T H E P A I N T S H E D 
1916 GAULT AVE. N. 

FORT PAYNE, A L A B A M A 35967 

J E A N C L A R K 
TERESA C L A R K 

OFFICE - 845-5270 
H O M E - 845-4547 

P A G E 7 



D I R E C T O R Y 
Ambulance: 845-3200 
Baptist Medical Center: 845-3150 
Rescue Squad: 

634-4140; 634-4166 
Highway Patrol: 845-5109 
Mentone Police 

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.. . . 634-3705 
After 11:00 a.m 634-4467 

DeKalb Sheriff: 845-3801 
Valley Head Police: 635-6814 
Hammondville Police: 635-6374 
forest Rangers: 1-845-1331 

or 1-800-392-5679 
Poison Information Center: 

1-800-292-6678 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
Mentone: 

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m 634-3705 
After 11:00 a.m.634-3745,634-4507 

634-4446, 634-4274 
Valley Head: 635-6111 

SCHOOLS 
Moon Lake: 634-4133 
Valley Head High School: 635-6228. 

TOWN COUNCIL OF MENTONE 
Rob Hammond, Mayor 
Max Cash 
Lee Davenport 
Hobson Kirbv 
Stanley Brown, Richard Meadows 
Catherine Bailey, Town Clerk 
Leroy Snyder, WaterDepartment 
Colquitt Jones, Police: 

THE CHURCH OF GOD 
OF PROHECY 

The Rev. Billy R. Boozer, pastor 
Sunday School: 10:00 A. M. 

Sunday Services: 11:00 A. M., 7 P. M. 
Thursday Prayer Meeting: 7:00 P. M. 

Telephone: 635-6365 

VALLEY HEAD PRESBYTERIAN 
The Rev. Jerry Davis, minister 
Services: 1st, 3rd Sunday, 9:30 A.M. 
Telephone: 635-6283 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
2813 Gault Ave. North, Fort Pavne 
Masses 5 D.m. Sat., 10:00 A. M. Sun 
Telephone: 845-4774 

O 

THE GROUNDHOG 
c/o M.A.P.A. 
P.O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

CHURCH OF THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD 

(Traditional Episcopal) 
The Rev. Edward P. Whatley Jr. 

Rector 
First, Second, Third Sunday. 
Communion Fourth Sunday. 
11:00 A.M. Telephone: 634-3375 

MENTONE CHURCH OF GOD 
The Rev. Joey Kirby, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. 
Preaching Hour: 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening Service: 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Training Hour: 6:30 P.M. 
Telephone: 634-4418. 

MOON LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 
The Rev. William Steele, minister 
Sunday School: 9:45 A.M. 
Sunday Services: 11:00 A.M., 7:00 
P.M. 
Sunday Training Union: 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Prayer Meetina: 6:30 
P M TeleDhone 634 -4587 

MENTONE U N I i t u 
METHODIST CHURCH 

The Rev. Ann Q. Lohr minister 
Sunday Scnooi: 10 a.m. 
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study Group: 6:00 P.M. 
Telephone: 535-6561 

MENTONE WESLEYAN 
CHURCH 

The Rev. A. C. Clemens, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. 
Sunday Worship: 10:50 A.M., 6:00 
P.M. 
Wednesday Evening Service: 7:00 
P M - Telephone: 6^4-4210 

ST. JOSEPH'S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

The Rev. Robert Blackwell, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A.M. 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 A.M. 
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 P.M. 
Telephone: 634-4476 

MENTONE REVIVAL CENTER 
The Rev. Dewey Oswalt, minister 
Sunday School: 10:00 A. M. 
Worship Service: 11:00 A. M., 6 P. M. 
Wed. Prayer Meetinq: 6:30 P. M. 

CAR-RT SORT 
Postal Customer 

Mentone, A L 35984 

CAMP ALPINE: Richard O'Ferrall, 
director; camp for boys; 634-4200. 
June 1-Aug.11 
COMER SCOUT RESERVATION: 
Bob Dunaway, director; Boy Scout 
camps June 17-July 14. 634-3445 
CAMP DESOTO: Sue Henry, direc
tor; camp for girls. June 19-Aug. 15. 
634-3411. 
CAMP JULIETTE LOW: Kathy Holly, 
director; Girl Scout Camp in 
Cloudland, Georgia. June 17-Aug. 
11. 404-428-0446. 
CAMP LANEY: Rob Hammond, 
director; camp for boys; June 
16-Aug. 11. 634-3561. 
LOOKOUT MT. CHRISTIAN CON
FERENCE CENTER: Anne and John 
Morrison, directors; 634-3471. 

PONDEROSA BIBLE CAMP: Chris 
tian vouth camD. Glenn Miller, direc
tor. 634-3795. June 16-Aug. 11. 
CAMP SADDLE ROCK: Marty Grif
fin, director; girls' camp; June 
16-Aug. 11. 634-4608. 
CAMP SKYLINE RANCH SusanC 
Hooks, director: airls' camp; June 
16-Aug. 11. 634-3201. 
VALLEY VIEW RANCH: Nancy 
Jones, director. Cloudland, Georgia; 
June 17-Aug. 11. 404-862-2231. Girls. 
CAMP WOODMONT: Jane Bennen, 
director; boys' and girls' camp. 
404-284-5369. June 17-Aug. 5. 
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