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1999 camp sessions in full swing on the mountain 

Benny Goss, Mentone Postmaster and Martha Kirby, are busy sorting and distributing the camp mail in the Mentone Post Office. 
The bins show front and back view of the extra mail in the five orange bins, plus regular bins. Martha is hidden behind Bobby Brown, Highway contract carrier. 

By Marie S. Dillenbeck 
Benny Goss. Mentone Postmaster and Martha Kirby, are busy 
sorting and distributing the camp mail in the Mentone Post 
Office. This is not their largest day. but it will indicate the extra 
workload that the postal workers have during the months the 
camps are in session. The mail in the five large (orange) bins 
and the smaller bin is in addition to the regular mail that comes 
through this post office each day. The post office has 410 
active boxes. On the mail routes, there are 600 postal cus­
tomers. With a new substitute mail carrier, and not every mail­
box having the E911 address posted, and the extra camp mail 
during the summer months, the mail will be delivered, but it 
may take a lhtle longer than usual, as they have no additional 
help to speed up the distribution of the extra mail. 

It's summer time and many young people have been and are 
arriving in Mentone and the Mentone area to take part in the 
camping experience, where they will be involved in outdoors 
activities including swimming, tennis, boating, crafts, horse­
back riding, sports, fishing, and much, much, more. 

Patty Tucker, Executive Director of the DeKalb County 
Tourist Association, said in a recent Tourism article, "You have 
heard me speak often about the charm and uniqueness of the 
littie town of Mentone. The quaint bed and breakfast inns, 
cozy cottages, country craft shops and fine restaurants housed 
in century old facilities all lend a nostalgic feeling of life in the 
early twentieth century. 

"On the surface, the town appears to be a quiet resort, a 
haven for the weary and those seeking solitude from big city 
life. But, deep within its cavities is a different story. One of 
children squealing with delight as they swim, fish, canoe, and, 
i f feeling brave, rappel down the side of a tower. This is a story 
of summer camps. Mentone is a mecca for children's camps, 
providing a home to some 10,000 cluldren each summer. The 
camps come in a variety of choices: bible camps, equestrian, 
camps for boys, camps for girls, and so forth. Children have 
been coming from all over the southeast to attend these camps 
since 1916. Generations of families were raised coming to 
Mentone each summer." 

CAMPS IN MENTONE 
Camp DeSoto is a private Christian camp for girls. Age 

groups are junior (below fifth grade), intermediate (sixth and 
seventh grades), and senior (eighth, ninth and tenth grades). 
Horseback riding , swimming, archery, tennis, rifleiy, canoe­
ing, crafts, dramatics and Glee club, rappelling, cycling, back­
packing, nature studies, and photography, and various team 
sports are offered. The dining hall seats over 300 campers. 
The gym makes possible basketball, kickbalLand other games. 
Phil and Marsha Hurt are camp directors, and live year round 
in Mentone. For more information, write to Phil and Marsha 
Hurt, PO Box 432, Mentone, A L 35984; or call 256-634-4394. 

Camp Laney is a camp for boys. Campers are divided into 
seven activity groups by age and grade in school; each group 
has 20 to 25 boys. They follow a daily schedule, which 
includes horseback, canoeing. Project Adventure, tennis, 
major sports, ropes course, swimming—with archery and 
rifleiy every other day. 

The principal building is the lodge, which contains the din­
ing room, dining hall and kitchen, camp offices, infirmary, and 
nurse's quarters. There is also a gym, swimming pool, horse 
stable, riding ring, athletic field, and archery and rifleiy ranges. 
It is located on the west fork of Littie River. For more infor­
mation write to Rob Hammond, PO Box 289, Mentone, A L 
35984; or call 256-634-4066. 

Camp Skyline offers girls ages 6 to 16 the opportunity to 
spend two weeks in the mountains, on the west fork of Little 
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S C H E D U L E O F M E E T I N G S , E V E N T S , A N D O T H E R D A T E S 
•July 2 and July 5 - Town Hall in Mentone 

CLOSED for 4th of July Holiday 
'Sunday, July 4, Independence Day Celebration 

(July 5, 4th of July Holiday) 
(See page for fireworks display information.) 

•Tuesday, July 6, 7 p.m., MAPA meeting, 
Brow Park Annual Covered Dish Picnic 

•Monday, July 12, 7 p.m. 
Mentone Council Meeting, Town Hall 

NOTE: This is a change from the first Monday 
regular meeting night. 

•Saturday and Sunday, July 10 and 11, 9 AM-5PM 
Artist Guild Art Show at Mentone Springs Hotel 
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