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By Evelyn Craves 
June is traditionally the month for weddings, 

and many a young bnde has experienced a dream 
fulfilled as she has taken her place beside her groom 
on a lovely dav in June. 

Despite the fact that the divorce rate is 2 in 3 mar­
riages, that the family unit has been destroyed, or at 
the best disturbed by divorce, that recent news 
reports shew the homble evidence that a mother 
would become so distraught that she would take 
the lives of her five children, and that wives are 
being battered and are seeking shelter, that abor­
tion hafi become an option for an untimely preg-
nancv, and that seeminglv in so manv instances 
there is no regard for life or for the rights of 
othe rs in a family relationship, there are Still 
those who are willing to enter into the sanctity of 
marriage, believing that their marriage is going 
to be different, believing that they will be able to 
withstand the trying times that come to every 
marriage, and believing that they will be able to 
rear children in an unfavorable world and will be 1 
able to instill in them the proper values that will 
cony them through life and will allow them to become 
good citizens 

As I sat in the beautiful Mentone Wedding Chapel 
recently, in the quietness of the occasion, and listened 
to my husband read the wedding vows to a voung cou­
ple, I thought back over our 33 years of marriage and 
wondered how many hundred times I had heard liim 
read the same ceremony and watched as he shed tears 
as he thought about the tenderness and saeredness of 
the moment, the sincerity in the hearts of the bnde and 
groom, their future life together, tiic inevitable pain 
and sorrow that is ahead for them, but knowing that 
ultimately their love for each other will sustain them. 

"Bel oved, we are gathered together to unite this 
man and this woman in the bonds of holy matrimony. 
Marriage is God's first institution for the welfare of 
the race. Originated in divine wisdom and goodness, 
designed to promote human happiness and holiness, 
this rite is the foundation of home life and social order, 
and must so remain till the end of time. It was sanc­
tioned and honored by the presence and power of 

promise to love her. to honor and cherish her in that 
relation, and leaving all others cleave only unto her, 
and be to her in all things a true and faithful husband 
so long as you both shall live." After the bride has also 
taken the vow, the final response by the minister is: 
"Then are you each given to the other for richer or 
poorer, for better or worse, in sickness and in health, 
till death shall part you." 

My daughter has told me many times that I am the 
most positive person she has ever known. If I had 
vvntten the final response, it might have read, 
''Then are you each given to the other to enjoy 
your beautiful life together, achieving your goals 
together, enjoying the blessings from the Lord, as 
your life together grows sweeter and stronger so 
that when trying times come, you won't even 
notice them because you have already prepared 
for those times in your giving to each other and 
accepting each other for who you are, never trying 

to change each other, but being complemented by 
the goodness you find in the individuality of the 

other So go home now and love each other and have 
a long life together and when the parting time comes, 
go hand in hand together st i l l " 

T o S u b s c r i b e t o t h e G r o u n d h o g , 
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The Mentone Wedding Chapel has, for the past ten 
years, been the perfect beginning for hundreds of 
couples to say, " I Do." Nestled in the woods of 
Lookout Mountain at Shady Grove, on County 
Road 948, near DeSoto State Park, this Chapel is a 
scaled down version of churches from the past. The 
Chapel is operated by Linda and Bill Patterson. 

Jesus at the marriage of Cana. of Galilee, and marked 
the beginning of His wondrous works ...so it is 
ordained that a man shall leave his father and mother, 
and cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh, 
united in hopes and aims and sentiments You must 
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