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Mentone Pays Tribute to Probate Judge Paul Thomas 
Judge Thomas slipped from a high rock at 

his mountain side home in Rainsvi l le and fell 
about 45 feet to his death on Thursday, J u n e 
24, only a day after celebrating his 60th birth-
day .Sou rces from the D e K a l b County 
Sherif f 's Department said Thomas apparent
ly went outside to throw food scraps over the 
bluff, lost his footing and fell. 

T h o m a s w a s first elected Probate Judge in 
1976, the first of five consecut ive terms. 
Thomas ' 26 yea rs of serv ice placed him a s 
one of the longest serv ing judges in 
A labama. 

Thomas ' first political endeavor came at 
age 15 when he helped people without trans
portation get to the polls. 

Thomas attended Fyffe High School , where 
he w a s captain of the football team and pres
ident of the Student Government Associat ion. 
He graduated in 1962. 

T h o m a s attended Northeast Community 
Col lege and Florence State (now University 
of North A labama , where he played on the 
football team. 

He w a s n a m e d a s solid w a s t e superv isor 
for the DeKa lb County Health Department in, 
1975, and elected to the Sy lvan ia Town 
Council in 1976. 

Thomas w a s re-elected probate judge four 
t imes, running unopposed in three of those 
elections. He served a s president of the 
A labama Probate Judges Associat ion from 
1989-1990. 

T h o m a s w a s a member of the Broadway 
Baptist Church in Rainsvi l le , and w a s a 
member of Rainsvi l le Masonic Lodge and a 
Shriner. 

Se rv i ces were held at 2pm at the Tom Bevil l 
Lyceum at Northeast A labama Community 
Col lege with the R e v s . Roger Graham, Kev in 

McCre less and Pat McFadden and State 
S e n . Lowell Barron officiating. Burial fol
lowed at Mt. V iew Cemetery Mausoleum. 
W.T. Wilson Funera l Home w a s in charge of 
arrangements. 

Survivors include his wife, Debra Thomas , 
of Rainsvi l le; daughters, Pau la T h o m a s of 
Fort P a y n e , and Angie T h o m a s of 
Scottsboro; stepson a nd wife, Brandon a nd 
Sharron Light, of Fort Payne ; s is ters, G lenda 
Lance , of Tyrone, GA. , Frankie Traylor, of 
Powel l , and Sy lv ia Wil l iams of Sect ion; and 
grandchildren, B lake Young, J e s s i c a S h e d , 

and Savannah Shed . 
In lieu of f lowers, the family requests dona

tions to Miracle Baby Fund for Regina Webb, 
at First Southern ' National Bank, P O Box 
680894, Fort Payne , A L 35968; or the gener
al fund at Northeast A labama Community 
Col lege. 

"Senator Lowell Barron sa id , "This is a sad 
day for the family and f r iends of Pau l 
Thomas , a s well a s for DeKalb County and 
the State of A labama. He w a s a true servant 
of the people, no matter if they were rich or 
poor. He had th^ biggest heart of anyone I've 
ever known. He spent his life serving others, 
whether it was through public office or in his pri
vate life." 

To Subscr ibe to the Groundhog, 
see Page 2. 

r S U B S C R I B E R S : > 
P L E A S E NOTE Y O U R MAILING L A B E L . 
If the words, "Subscr ipt ion Expi red" appears 
or your subscription date is highlighted, please 
renew as soon as possible, as there will be no 

other notice. Thank you. 

Standard Mail (A) 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1 

Mentone, AL 35984 

C A R - R - S O R T 
Postal Customer 
Mentone, AL 35984 

http://vvww.TheGroundhog.com
http://www.MentoneAiabama.org


Page 2 / The Groundhog/July 2004 
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www.TheGroundhog.com 

Published monthly by the Mentone 
Area Preservation Association, MAPA 
was first conceived on Groundhog Day, 1982, and orga 
nized April 6, 1982, for the purpose of preserving and 
protecting the heritage, natural environment, and other 
unique qualities of life in the Mentone area, and is char 
tered as a non-profit organization by the State of 
Alabama. 

T H E GROUNDHOG STAFF 
Editor.... Evelyn Graves 
Associate Editor/typesetter. Marie Dillenbeck 
Contributing Editors John Baty, Ruby 
Brock, Linda Brown, Eloise Brown, Marilyn 
Campbell, Bernise Crow, Marie Dillenbeck, 
Evelyn Graves, Sue Schwarz, L.C. Moon 

MAPA OFF ICERS 
President. Bernise Crow 
Vice President......... Dot Crow 
Secretary Marie S . Dillenbeck 
Treasurer. Homer Crow 
Parliamentarian Jack Jones 
Member-At-Large Hope Walker 
Member-At-Large Lucille Crow 

In case of errors in advertisements, The 
Groundhog assumes liability only for the actual 
space that is incorrect in the advertisement. Call 
Evelyn Graves at 634-4390 for advertising. 

Letters to the editor are welcome. They should be 
typewritten and of reasonable length. 

The DEADLINE for all material for The 
Groundhog is the 15TH DAY OF THE MONTH 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION. 

MAPA MEETING 

Use this form to subscribe to 

T h e G r o u n d h o g 
www.TheGroundhog.com 

Name: _ 
Address: 

Ci ty State Zip 
Have The Groundhog delivered to 
your mailbox! Give The Groundhog 
for a birthday present or as a spe
cial gift for someone you love. If 
gift, give name and complete 
address of recipient. Renew your 
own subscription. Still just $10/year. 
Send your check payable to: 

MENTONE A R E A P R E S E R V A T I O N 
A S S O C I A T I O N (MAPA) 

P.O. B O X 50, MENTONE, A L 35984 
www.MentoneAlabama.org 

Your membership/subscription is tax deductible. 

M«iton« 

The Mentone Area Preservation 
Association met on June 1, 2004, at 
the fellowship hall of the Church of 
God of Prophecy. Present were 
Homer and Bernise Crow, Ruby Brock, 
Penny and Jim Lyday, Dot Crow, Lucille 
Crow, Tom & Lynn Donald, Jack Jones, 
Marie Dillenbeck, Marilyn and Harry Acton, 
Dorothy Shelden, and visitor/speaker Pattie Bryan. 

President Bernise Crow called the meeting to 
order and Ruby Brock gave the invocation. 

After a reading of the May 4 minutes, the minutes 
were approved as read. 

Homer Crow gave the treasurer's report, indicat
ing the bills had been paid from the festival, and the 
report was accepted. Homer Crow and Tom 
Donald were appointed to look into the choices for 
investments. The sum of $100 will be mailed to the 
Volunteer Fire Department for the golf Tournament. 

The speaker for the evening was Pattie Bryan, 
who spoke on rapacious growth in the area, 
canyon, and river. Her concern is for the environ
ment and would like to see more citizens take an 
active part in preserving the flora and fauna that is 
native to this area and protecting the wildlife and 
also the trees from being clear cut. There are 
many different kinds of birds and butterflies that 
come each year to this area. Mentone is a bird 
sanctuary. Pattie said she has been a naturalist all 
of her life. It is important to educate the people 
and keep the area as natural as possible. She 
invited the members to attend any of the environ-

Valley Head and Moon Lake 
Dance Photos will be in next 

month's issue. 

T h e G r o u n d h o g 

www.TheGroundhog.com 

Advertising Ra tes 

1/3 
1/4 
1/6 
1/9 

Full page 
1/2 page 

page 
page 
page 3.25x5.8 
page 

Business Card Size $ 
Classified AdS (minimum of 3 lines) 
Set up charges 

Photos initial shot $ 
No charge if the ad is camera ready. 

Changes: $2.50 up -
depending on.the extent of the change 

We will negotiate prices 
for a long-term contract on ads. 

S 

$305.00 
$205.00 
$145.00 
$110.00 
$ 60.00 
$ 40.00 

25.00 
3.00 

5.00 

mental meetings that are held at the town 
hall meeting room at 6PM on Friday 

night. A discussion followed her pres
entation. 

July 6 the annual picnic on the 
brow will be held at Brow Park under 

the pavilion. The new officers will be 
sworn in. The nominating committee 

reported that the same slate of officers had 
accepted the appointment if the members so voted. 
The only exception was the member at large Hope 
Walker, who was now in Florida following a stroke. 
The president called for nominations from the floor 
and Dessie Brown was nominated as member at 
large. There were no other nominations. Penny 
Lyday made a motion to accept the slate of officers: 
Bernise Crow, President; Dot Crow, Vice President; 
Homer Crow, Treasurer; Marie Dillenbeck, 
Secretary; Jack Jones, Parliamentarian; Lucille 
Crow, member at large; and Dessie Brown, mem
ber at large. Marilyn Acton seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 

Under new biisiness, Homer reported that, at a 
recent board meeting, the executive committee 
was to look into investments. 

The meeting was adjourned to have refresh
ments provided by members. 

Remember the picnic on the brow under the 
food pavilion on Tuesday, Ju l y 6, at 7PM at 
Brow Park. Everyone bring a covered dish and 
enjoy the good food and fel lowship, as well as 
a beautiful sunset . Homer Crow makes home
made ice cream and it's really GOOD! 

Snow Village Retired Pieces 
from private collection: 

Home Sweet Home/Windmill $98.00 
Here We Come A'Caroling $35.00 

Through the Woods $25.00 
Mark Twain $30.00 

Good Shepherd Church & School $100.00 
Caroling at the Farm $45.00 

Carmel Cottage $58.00 
Marvels Beauty Shop $55.00 

Santa Comes to Town (1996) $45.00 
Nick's Tree Farm $50.00 

Reindeer Bus Depot $65.00 
On the Road Again $20.00 

Telephone 256 228-6098 

New Community 
Library Hours 

Beginning April 6 
Tuesday, 5-7 pm 
Saturday, 9-12 am 
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The Shed Floral & 
It's has been a very busy season for us this year, so busy 

I have not had time write our monthly news later on updates 
in months. I thought I would just give an update on what all 
has been going since the last news letter. Months of Dec-
Jan. We put up a new Structure Greenhouse.out in the 
Wind.Cold, & Ice to get ready for the spring. Jan-March was 
our growing season lots of planting went on at that time we 
grow the most plants we ever have grown in our life. March 
was also the launching off of our new website: www.theshe-
datmentone.com, also at that time we did a fund raiser for 
Summerville School to help raise monies for new desk 
equipment for the children we raised $500.00. April was our 
Plant Show and Open House. Our business at that time also 
did a fundraiser for Williams Ave. of Ft. Payne; we raised 
$623.75 to help them build a new library for the children. 
May was the month we opened our gardens up. The first 
week we did a WildFlower tour. The next week we did a tour 
of Perennials, each week from there was color week. May is 
also the month for Decoration Season, & Wedding Season. 
Memorial weekend was the release of the Butter Flies into 
the gardens for the community to enjoy this summer we 
released 300 Butter Flies into the gardens for the communi
ty to enjoy this summer we released 300 butter flies hoping 
to have some of them migrate here in Mentone. We were 
honored to have Little River Canyon Park Preservation Staff 
to come to our release. Many children turned up this year 
and it was lots of fun. On the opening of the butter flies we 
discussed the process of the butter flies from a cocoon 
stage to a mature stage. The children's eyes sparkled with 
joy as they were allowed to look at them at each stage of 
growth. Then after our class we opened the envelopes up 
and released the beautiful butter flies there are 12 species 
to look at this year and hope everyone gets to see some of 
the zebra butter flies they are rare and from Africa. If you get 
a chance you may visit the website it will show you some of 
the rare butter flies that are flying in Mentone then maybe it 
will help you look for them. Our website also has upcoming 
events for this area as well, so if your are an out of towner 
and need something to do you can visit the site it has area 
events on it as well for the DeKalb area and State of 
Alabama area. The new building is on its way, along with us 
getting registered as a State Licencesed Florist. Our busi
ness is a member of Alabama Florist association,! go to 
Auburn University to take a short course this year July 17 & 
18 and next year will be my last advanced course to take. 
Our business will be a member of the State next month. We 

Nursery News Letter 
will next year when we get our new store building done have 
FTD & Teleflora for the "cut Flowers", Gift Baskets, Funeral 
work. That means Mentone will have a full pledge licensed 
Florist & Gift Shop that will be able to ship any where in the 
us. We also are a Certified Registered Nursery & Grower 
with the State of Alabama and as of this spring now compli
ance to ship our product and plants all over the US. There 
was a procedure our Nursery had to go through to get com
pliance to ship plants all over the world if you or your busi
ness sells plants and would like to know how to become 
compliance please speak to David Baker. There is a special 
compliance stamp you must have and lots of paper work to 
fill out but it is worth the paper work so you do not get in trou
ble going from state to state. It took a year to get approved 
but well worth the wait. It's Fall & Christmas in July for the 
shop all sorts goodies to look at. All fireworks are Buy One 
Get one Free till the end of the month. We owe many thanks 
to many Sponsorships and Businesses for the support of our 
ongoing projects. Special Thanks to the following Business 
in the Mentone area in Alphabetical order: 

DAR'S HONEY-DO 
a subsidiary of rtvarun.llc 

DAVID A. ROLLINS 
repair 

and what your honey can't do 

1494 Alabama Hwy. 117 
Mentone, AL 35984 

Phone: 256-634-8155 
Cell: 256-996-6441 

E-mail: rivarun.llc@earthlink.net 

titena/nce 
Located on Hwy 117 in Mentone, Alabama 

Donna C. Sutton, LM.T. 
Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork 

For Appointment, call 256/654-3032 
Gift Certificates Available 

Practicing since 19S4.._Nationa»y Certified NCTMB #01929300, AL #95. E-1013 

Alpine Camps 
Camp Comer 
Camp Desoto 
Camp Laney 
Camp Skyline 

Cloudmont Ski & Golf 
Resort 

Crow's Nest 
Crystal Lake & Lodge 

Desoto State Park 
L.C.Moon Herbals 

Ljf Mole Run Golf Course 
Log Cabin Restaurant 

Lookout Mountain Preferred 
Realty 

Magnolia Joes Restaurant 
Mentone Church of God 

Mentone Community 
Church 

Mentone Inn 
Mentone Log Cabins 

Mentone Market 
Mentone Springs Hotel 

Mentone Wedding Chapel 
Moon Lake Baptist Church 

Mountain Laurel Inn 
Mountain Momma's 
Nippersink Lodge 

Ponderosa Bible Camp 
Raven Haven 

Rocky Top Pottery 
St. Joseph's On The 

Mountain 
The Clip Joint Hair Salon 

The Ground Hog 
White Elephant Antiques & 

Gifts 

From the Editors: 
Cheryl L. Baker requested that all of her articles not 

be edited in any way and run exactly as they are 
written. We have run it exactly as it was written. 

(Lit Little River 
/ ^ t F S f J 3 ) ^ 7 / ^ L 7 ^ ( 

www.littleriverhardware.com 
5190 A L HWY 117 M E N T O N E A L 35984 
256.634.4757 TF 800.634.4787 FAX 256.634.4105 

P I M C E I I K I C H T emu iaul 

Editors note; In last month's issue in 
the article "Snow" by John Baty, the last 
few lines were omitted. We are reprint
ing the article in its entirety. We regret 
the omission, and apologize to Mr. Baty. 
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SNOW 
By John Baty 

Seven twenty-five p.m., April 13, 2004, 
Mentone, DeKalb county, Alabama, 1232 County 
Road 642. Your Author. 

We just this minute entered our front door in 
somewhat of a hurry, eager to get in out of the 
snow. Big fleaks (No, not flakes!) are easing 
down, pushed a little bit off the vertical by a gen
tle breeze. Night is falling and the twilight, made 
brighter by the white stuff, yields a mood, a 
prophesy which bodes of ill tidings. Swirling a lit
tle, twisted by occasional gusts, it sends an invol
untary shiver down my spine. 

I don't know how I might define it; or even if it 
could be defined, but something about this tiny 
aberration of the annual swing of the cycle stirs 
within me a fleeting glimpse of my own fragility 
here on this sphere: 

Way out on one of the spiral arms of the Milky 
Way Galaxy, riding a ball of rock and iron of 
which I am a part, my atoms having been synthe
sized in the ultra-hot interior of some extinct star 
from the cosmos, a speck hurtling through the 
void of space at velocities which the mind cannot 
visualize, destination unknown, my egotism and 
arrogance crumble. 

Is my shudder due to the small temperature 
differential between my body and those beautiful 
flakes, floating down silently deadly? Or is my 
shudder due to something else; to Man's fear of 
the unknown, to our helplessness to affect the 
pendulum's swing which so recently brought us 
into the light,' and will so soon swing us once 
more out arid into darkness? Is my reaction 
thoughtful, objective left-brain calculation, or 
some primitive emotion from the vestigial reptile 
portion of my mind? For an instant I stand, awed 
by the thought. Then it is gone Whatever it 
was that fleetingly took me into the raw, unde
fined areas of confrontation between man and 
his hostile environment, vanishes as I close the 
door and hang my jacket on the rack. I tell her 
that I bet other people are reacting to this last 
dying gasp of Southern winter in the special and 
unique way of each: My gardening friend on 
Sand Mountain is, I am sure, looking at the sky 
as he covers his young tomato plants and say
ing, "Well! I have never!" And the regulars at the 
local coffee counter are discussing that time 
about eighteen years ago when we had a real 
April snow. And I facetiously tell her that those 
church people who left the little booklets the 
other day foretold of this event and correctly 
identified it as a sure harbinger of the end of 
time. I'm not sure, but I think that the physicist 
Paul Davies suggested that there is no one time, 
but each has its own time, the sixteenth Century 
mystical poet Angelus Silesius wrote: 

Time of of your own making, 

its clock ticks in your head. 
The moment you stop thought 

time too stops dead. 
And it is time I looked for something to eat. 
Goodnight. 

http://www.theshe-
http://datmentone.com
mailto:rivarun.llc@earthlink.net
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V i c k i e V a u g h n 

Agent 

You need only one business card 
for all your insurance needs. 
Ever find yourself trying to remember which 

insurance agent goes with a particular 
policy? You can make your life simpler and save 
money at the same time, just by moving all your 
coverage to Alfa. Choose a variety of auto-
home-life and other protection plans—you'll 

love our competi
tive rates and 
you'll probably 
even be eligible 
for a multi-policy I • 
discount. Call me 
today. 

Vickie Vaughn 

I N S U R A N C E 

2605 GAULT AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 400 
FORT PAYNE, ALABAMA 35967 
256/845-5020 • FAX: 256/845-5021 
RESIDENCE: 256/845-9389 • vcoffey@alfains.com 

www.alfains.com 

FOODLAND 
202 GREENHILL BL VD. 
FT. PAYNE, AL. 35967 

WE'RE OPEN 
7 A.M. - MIDNIGHT 

7 DAYS A W E F K 
WE A C C E P T * 3C 

• WIC VOUCHERS • F O O D STAMPS 
• Q U A N T I T Y RIGHTS R E S F R V E D 

• NONE SOLD T O DEALERS 

8 4 5 - 1 9 7 0 

W* ntAtURE ALL THIS AND fcfdUl 
MONEY ORDERS 

• I N C O M I N G AND O U T G O I N G 
P A X S E R V I C E 
V I D E O R E N T A L 
P O S T A G E S T A M P S 

• C O K M 
OK 1 4 / B A K E R Y D E P T . 
FLORAL DEPT. 

• F R E S H S E A P O O D 

SPECIALTY * DIET POOD 

PRUDE RCfl lTY 
HUD HOMES R E G I S T E R E D B R O K E R 

FHA Loan Amount Maximum $154,896—3% Down Payment 

10675 Commerce Street • Summerville, GA 30747 

Phone (706) 857-5980 • Fax (706) 857-5970 • e-mail primerealty@alltel.net 

LB 
C.S. BAKER»GA/AL BROKER.HUD 203K CONSULTANT INSPECTOR 

PAGER (706) 859-9241.MOBILE (706) 506-6609 

M L S 

LOWER EAST BROW, CLOUDLAND - Luxurious 
mountain home w/impressive view of the valley. 
Main level features entrance foyer, great room w/fp, 
kitchen, laundry, separate dining room, sunroom, 
half bath, 2 bedrooms a full bath. 2nd level master 
suite w/balcony open to great room below. 
Abundance of space & amenities. Garage apart
ment w/full kitchen area. (No. G-001) 

ANNOUNCING " C R E S T V I E W " 
private 7-tract development -

Co. Rd. 103 - Water and power -
Brow, great views of 

Shinbone Valley. 

Formerly "The Bistro" restaurant - conveniently located 
between Mentone and Cloudland. Restaurant building 
w/small apartment. No equipment. Call for details. 
Asking $95,000. (No. G-107) 

OTHER PROPERTY 

Dovers Cut Rd, Lyerly, 17.35 ac 
Pasture Land $5,000/ac 

(No. 6-002) 

Off Stateline Rd, Cloudland -
43.45 ac w/1600+ feet Middle 

Fork Little River. 4 WD access 
in inclement weather. 

Owner/Broker. Contact Steve 
Baker at (706)506-6609 for more 

info. 

Charming mountaintop rentals throughout the iMentone 

area. Amenities include brow views, lakefront property, and 

golf. Fullv furnished with everything you need for a perfect 

getawnv! For reservations call Carolyn at 888-560-0492 or 

visit www.mentonecabins.com 

mailto:vcoffey@alfains.com
http://www.alfains.com
mailto:primerealty@alltel.net
http://www.mentonecabins.com


We do hereby award 
Town of Mentone 

this official GJ)d S0ctf Award noting 
exemplary sfr conduct in 

conducJitK fwfelnek 

2003 

mas 

Town of Mentone 
Receives ALM Gold Risk 

Management Award 
The Town of Mentone was awarded the Gold Risk 

Management Award at the 2004 Annual Convention of 
the Alabama League of Municipalities in Birmingham 
on Tuesday, May. 25. 

Approximately 670 public entities participate in one 
or both of the Alabama League of Municipalities 
(ALM) sponsored insurance programs which are the 
Municipal Workers Compensation Fund (MWCF) and 
the Alabama Municipal Insurance Corporation 
(AMIC). The Board of Directors of both insurance pro
grams approved the establishment of a Risk 
Management Award system in 2002. The award sys
tem recognizes those members who have instituted 
risk management and loss control activities in efforts 
to reduce their loss ratio. Risk management and loss 
control activities not only b enefit the m ember's loss 
ratio, but also the overall success of the League spon
sored insurance programs. Through the efforts of the 
Town of Mentone, employee, property and liability 
losses are being minimized; and -most importantly-
employees and citizens are reaping the rewards of a 
safer workplace and community. 

Plaques were presented to recipients of the 
President's Risk Management Award which included 
the top 5% of those members with minimal losses for 
a five-year period. Three levels of certificates were 
presented to acknowledge the efforts and accomplish
ments of those participating members in the areas of 
risk Management for the year 2003. The levels 
included Gold, Silver, and Bronze for loss ratios of 
below 5%, 5% to 20%, and 20% to 40%, respectively. 

The Alabama League of Municipalities was organ
ized in 1935 and has served since that time as the 
recognized voice of the cities and towns in Alabama. 
Through the years, the organization has steadily 
grown and now serves 437 municipalities. This volun
tary m embership b rings o fficials o f c ities a nd t owns 
together in fellowship of public serv ice-which 
strengthens and guides local government in a pro
gressive, responsible fashion. The primary purpose of 
the Alabama League of Municipalities is to promote 
understanding of municipal government and adminis
tration in Alabama and thereby advance the welfare of 
the people of this state. 

DeKalb Interfaith Medical Clinic 
Buys New Building 

DeKalb Interfaith Medical Clinic, Inc. is a free 
clinic for those who are uninsured or do not have 
the finances to afford medical care. The clinic, 
located in Fort Payne, Alabama, is staffed by 
volunteers. There are doctors, nurse practitioners, 
nurses, counselors, office personnel, social 
workers, pharmacy assistants and children's 
ministry leaders available. While limited in 
capabilities for some medical procedures on-site, 
patients are referred to outside facilities that accept 
referrals for many health care needs on a charity 
basis or a sliding scale fee according to income. 

The clinic was opened on September 6, 2001. In 
the two and one-half years it has been open they 
have seen over 2000 patients, many of whom have 
returned when necessary for on-site treatments or 
referrals to dentists, optometrists, surgeons, 
assistance with medications, etc. 

The clinic has recently purchased a building that 
will meet their needs now and provide adequate 
space for them to grow and function. The members 
of the Board of Directors have borrowed $95,000 to 
buy this building and more funds will be needed to 
remodel to suit their needs. Until now, they have 
never had a fund-raiser. Individuals, churches and 
businesses have given abundant and adequate 
support. They are asking for your support to retire 
this debt and to purchase needed remodeling 
materials so they can continue the on-going support 
for patient needs. 
You may make a one time contribution or a pledge 

of monthly support until this need is met. The 
physical address is 917 Godfrey Avenue, S . E . and 
the mailing address is: DeKalb Interfaith Medical 
Clinic, Inc., P.O. Box 680933, Fort Payne, AL 
35968-1610. 

The DeKalb Interfaith Medical Clinic, Inc. is a non
profit 501(c)(3) corporation, donations to which are 
tax deductible. EIN#20-0301282 

Material for this article was provided by June 
Reed, Executive Director. Phone number: 256/845-
7955. 
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Happy 1st Birthday 

Freedom Treasure 
Freedom is a priceless t reasure-
Which we are not apt to measure 
For we take this gift for granted, 
We have not groveled nor panted, 
Shackled within tyranny's bars 
Bruised by its woundings and scars. 
Only they know its worth and pr ice-
Any effort and sacri f ice-
Only those who helped pay its cos t -
Know that without it all is lost. 
It is more rare and precious each d a y -
Not many in this world can s a y -
"Freedom blesses my native land, 
I hold high its torch in my hand." 
We must protect it against all attack, 
As we realize more and more a proven fact-
Freedom is the greatest precious treasure 
That nurtures hope, peace, and pleasure! 

Kaylynn All ison Hulgan 
Kaylynn Allison Hulgan celebrated her first 

birthday on May 16, 2004, with parties at her 
grandparents. She is the daughter of Craig and 
Ashley Hulgan of Valley Head. She is the grand
daughter of Ronnie and Sandy Hulgan of Valley 
Head, Cary and Laura Crane of Fort Payne, and 
Sam Harris of Fort Payne. Kaylynn is the great 
granddaughter of Ann Templeton and Norvel 
Franklin of Valley Head, LaVoid and Nell Coffee 
of Fort Payne, and the late Floyd Templeton and 
Clyde Hulgan of Valley Head. She is also the 
niece of Nicole Hulgan and Tiffany Crane. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MARJORIE HARPER 

Congratulations to Marjorie Harper for 
being accepted by the People to People 
Student Ambassador Program. Marjorie, a s 
a student ambassador , will t ravel to 
England, Scot land, and Wales in 20 days. 
Marjorie would like to thank her family and 
friends and everyone who has supported 
her, especially the Valley Head PTA and 
Mayor Bob Jordan. We're proud of you and 
know you'll do your best to represent 
DeKalb County. 

Editors note: We regret that the photograph includ
ed with this article did not make this publication. 
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and WsyiorsbiLis Item 

Looking for information on Mentone? Get it 
here, alongf wi th Mentone T-sh i r ts , hats an d o t h er 

souvenirs! 2 5 6 - 6 3 4 - 3 6 3 4 
5 8 9 5 Hwy 117 ( across f rom Mentone Market) 

T R I - C O U N T Y V O L U N T E E R F I R E / R E S C U E N E W S 
By Mary Alice Stout 

Our recent calls have involved accidents and breathing problems. We're fortunate to 
have, as volunteers, 4 EMT's, 5 First Responders, and several willing volunteers. 

Fire Fighter Class 101 will begin soon and all Tri-County Volunteers would like to see 
more folks (men and women) in the class. For more information contact Chief Wesley Welch at 
706-862-6519, or Assistant Chief Howard Durham at 706-862-6400. 

The World's Longest Yard Sale is coming August 7 to August 15, and Tri-County will be 
a participant. We will be on duty with fire and rescue equipment. Look for the Coke Trailer 
near the AL/GA state line, where we will be selling drinks and sandwiches. Yard sale spots are 
being rented to vendors and we are accepting donations of items for us to sell. If you would 
like to reserve a selling spot or donate-call Wesley or Howard (see above). 

rtiLLi&p HOUSE 
IQUES COLLECTIBLES JUNQUE 
2220 AL HIGHWAY 117 S. 

MENTONE, AL 35984 
FRIDAY 10:00-5:00 

SATURDAY 10:00-5:00 
SUNDAY 12:30- 5:00 

PHONE: 256-634-0009 
e-mail: rkjsab@earthlink.net 

A The Master 9s Touch 

Studio 
Original Artwork 
by Laurel [)amall 

256-634-3062 
Paintings 
Portraits 
Murals 
Decorative 

PO Box 446 
Mentone, AL 35984 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

a "rustic touch of class' 

' Mountain Laurel Inn 

Innkeeper: S a r a h Wilcox 

For reservations, Call (256-634-4673 
or (800) 889-4244 

or write P.O. Box 443, Mentone, AL 35984 

S n a p p y T e e s 
S c r e e n p r i n t i n g 

Cuttam mad* T-Shlrti with Photo*. Company L o g o i / ^ 
Family Raunlon* or Just your favorite aayinga. 

A l t o Cupi, Capj, Mouie pads and mora. 

GIFT SHOP WITH SOUVENIRS 
B e v e r l y S m i t h 
O w n e r / o p e r a t o r 
O p e n W e d - S e t 

3 2 1 9 H w y 117 
M e n t o n e . A L 3 5 9 8 4 
P H ( 2 5 6 ) 6 3 4 - T E E S 

< 8 3 3 7 ) 

0 

I I i 

s 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 I 

Stock Up On Supplies 

Cloudland 
Trade Center 

One Stop Shopping 
Hours Mon-thurs. 7 am-10 pm 

Fri-Sat 7am-Midnight; Sun. 10 am-6pm 

706-862-2711 
•Sub Sandwiches 
oPizza 
•Exxon Gas 
•Fresh Bar-B-que 

and Ice Cold Beverages 
•Deli Meats and Cheeses 
•Groceries 
•Kerosene 

•Plumbing & Electrical Supplies 
•Well Pumps 
•Water Filter systems 
•Propane Bottles Riled 
•videos 
•Building Hardware 
•Tools 

1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 

1 
I 
I 

I 

1 

Mentene Inn 
6eleh-A-tiny 7/years 

trfSen/ice 

Another WorLd, on The 
Historic Town Square 
Retreats for Church, 

Business, 
Friends & Family. 

OrycurcwH. rcmantlc getaway 

Phone: 256-634-4836 
T. Free 800-455-7470 

Email: Us ©mentoneinn.com 

Hwrnwtfsigburcl/ 

Gift Shop 6r Kunery 

4248 Alabama H.i(fava$ 1x7" Mentone, A L 35984 

(256)634-4055 

* Specializing in Unique Accessories arib Gifts * 
For the Home and Garden 

Beautiful HumminflDTrd Feeders 
Good Selection of Wind chimes 
Boyfrs Bears [All t£e rawest and cutest bears bang out fere) 
Adirondack Chairs, Snvmas ft Benches 
Precast statuary (Bird Bat̂ s, Benches, Mud; More) 
Handcrafted Birdfjowses and Feeders 
Cast Iron Brrdoatr)s ft Benches 
Gift Baskets (Pre-made or made to your selection) 
Hand Dipped Ice Cream 
Lots of "Got To Have" Items 
Visa - Master Card - Detft Cards Accepted 
Gontpfimentarji Gift Wrap 

Thursday coo PM - $0O PM 

Friday & Saturday gxx> AM - 5.-00 PM 
Sunday 12.30 PM - 5.00 PM 

mailto:rkjsab@earthlink.net


Lookout Mounts 
By L.C. Moon 

We know that it is summer now by the hot humid 
days, the road sides lined with Queen Anne's Lace 
and by the pale green leaves of spring deepening to 
their summer green. Bug bites, chiggers, skin rashes 
due to Poison Ivy, oak and sumac are pesky culprits 
that also remind us that summer is upon us. As the 
saying goes, "An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure." This month I will discuss some ways 
to prevent some of the summer disturbances as well 
as natural ways to relieve the symptoms. 

In order to prevent mosquitoes, the first step is to 
eliminate standing water and/or treat standing & gray 
water storage supplies. Natural ways to prevent mos
quitoes from standing water is vegetable oil or mos
quito dunks in bird baths or gray water storage (the 
layer of oil prevents a perfect mosquito breeding 
ground) and BTI (Bacillus Thurengensis Israeliensis) 
for swampy areas. Planting lemon scented plants 
such as Lemon Balm, Lemongrass and Citronella are 
deterrents of mosquitoes. Of Course bat houses and 
martin houses are also aids in mosquito control. 

For protecting your body from mosquitoes there 
are several natural ways that are D E E T free that real
ly work. Everyone is different so what works for me 
may not be as effective on you. However there is one 
product of which I have heard many positive results 
for body pest control. It is an all natural body spray 
called "Swy Flotter" that we carry at Mountain Life- it 
comes with or w/o sunscreen. As an herbalist I have 
tried to make something comparable though nothing I 
have made for pest control works as well or smells as 
good! Neem oil is another natural way to repel mos
quitoes from the body. Bathing with soap with the 
aromas of patchouli- I make a great glycerin based 
patchouli soap- or lemon is also recommended. 

Mosquitoes are not the only pesky insect culprit as 
most of us know. Chiggers, Ticks and fleas are even 
more inconspicuous. Swy Flotter, I have noticed, is 
also a good deterrent for these three. Though once 
the fleas are in your house or concentrated in your 
yard or dog house- diatamaceous earth is a non toxic 
dust that will kill the fleas. You can even put this dust 
on your pets. Chiggers are very unassuming and if 
you s tep i n a p atch o r p ick w ildflowers c oated w ith 
them then it is very difficult to imagine that you will not 
take some home on your body. My Great Grandfather 
Hank Gillies was a naturalist and writer that wrote in 
a Reader's Digest article in the 40s that bathing 

in Natural Healing 
before outings in the woods makes you more prone to 
chiggers. He attested that if you took a bath before 
going into the forest that you were sure to get chig
gers. If you get chiggers- Tea Tree oil is one of the 
best natural remedies. Lots of people use fingernail 
polish but I have had better results with Tea Tree. 
Applying sulfur on your pants legs is said to deter tick 
bites- but I just use the Swy Flotter and check myself 
real good after I leave the woods. 

In order to deter Poison ivy, oak and sumac rashes-
avoidance is best. Remember- Leaflet three, leave it 
be. The next best thing to prevent outbreaks of plant 
rashes is Jewel Weed. Mountain Life sells a Jewel 
Weed salve- made by Ginger Kogelschatz of 
Shinbone Valley Farm- that has proven successful in 
preventing and treating the rash. It is best to apply 
the plant or salve before potential exposure &/or 
immediately after exposure in order to prevent of 
lessen the severity. I also use Tea Tree essential oil 
for the rashes. It seems to help dry it u*p faster. 
Ginger and I each also make a therapeutic beeswax 
salve that have had great results aiding healing & 
itching. 

The therapeutic beeswax salves that I use & recom
mend for rash- I also recommend for bites, stings & 
itching as well as to aid in healing. Tea Tree, 
Lavender and Peppermint essential oils are all great 
for itch relief. If you are outside and begin to itch or 
get a sting- plantain is a good choice of plant to pick, 
chew on for a moment and then place on your bite or 
sting. Chlorophyll that makes the plants green is 
known to be great to help neutralize the itch of a bite 
or sting so truly many of the green leaves will help 
relieve itching. If you have tobacco handy it is help
ful to moisten it and apply it to stings or spider bites to 
help draw out the poison. 

There are many other answers and remedies for 
bug bites, stings and rashes. It is wise to consult your 
health care provider for allergic reactions and snake 
bites. If you have insect allergies then there are more 
extreme measures that should be taken such as 
blood purifiers like yellow dock, burdock and yellow 
root. Rattlesnake weed and black-eyed susan are 
plants known to aid in helping treat a snake bite vic
tim. 

I hope your summer is safe and enjoyable. Come 
by and see us at Mountain Life "Well House". 

Please call or email with any questions- (256)634-
3333 or LCMoon03@aol.com 

Enjoy a fine dining experience on the brow of Lookout Mountain. 
You'll love the sunsets and good food at Cragsmere. 

Friday-Saturday 5-9 p.m. DeSoto Parkway - Mentone 
For reservations, call Bonnie at 

( 2 5 6 ) 6 3 4 - 4 6 7 7 

White Elephant Antique 
and Gift Galleries 

Located next to the Mentone Springs Hotel 
OPEN every day from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

C L O S E D Tuesday 
Antiques, Collectibles, Uniques 

Owners, Judy and Louis Pierce (256) 634-4529 
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RECIPE CORNER 
By S u e Schwarz 

We just got back from a week in one of our favorite 
places, which means I haven't properly found new 
recipes for this month's column. Therefore, I'm 
pulling out an old column with a couple of favorites of 
ours. The recipes are two easy chicken recipes that 
are great this time of year. One is a salad. I found 
this one in a Southern Living a few years ago, and 
Bill and I have enjoyed it on a regular basis. The 
other is for a new slant on chicken tenders. My sis
ter-in-law, Dorothy, passed this one on to me. The 
recipe calls for frying the chicken in olive oil, but I find 
that it is easier and better for those of us who need 
to watch fat intake to bake it. 

G R E E K CHICKEN SALAD 
3 cups shredded romaine lettuce 
2 cups chopped cooked chicken 
1 cup garbanzo beans, drained 
2 tomatoes, cut into wedges 
3/4 cut Kalmata olives, pitted (or black olives) 
Lemon-Herb Dressing 
1 (4-oz) package crumbled feta cheese 
Combine first 5 ingredients in a large bowl. Toss 

with Lemon-Herb Dressing: top with cheese. Serve 
with toasted pita bread triangles. Yield: 4 to 6 serv
ings. 

LEMON-HERB DRESSING 
3 T Lemon juice 
1/2 cup olive oil 
1 T chopped fresh mint 
1 T chopped fresh oregano 
1 T chopped fresh parsley 
1/2 t salt 
1/2 t pepper 
Whisk together all ingredients until well blended; 

chill. Yield: about 3/4 cup. 
CHICKEN TENDERS 
Mix together and marinate one pound of chicken 

breast tenders diced one-inch square in: 
juice of one lemon 
1 t salt and 1/2 t pepper 
1-2 large cloves garlic 
1/4 C olive oil 
Dredge chicken chunks in bread crumbs with 

parmesan cheese (equal portions of each). Fry in 
olive oil or bake on a pan sprayed with cooking spray 
at 400° F for ten minutes, turn them over and bake 
them 10 minutes more. 

Mountain M a m a s 
Crafts & Rock Shop 

50+ Regional Women Artists 

Pottery • Fine Art • Candles • Folk Art • Soaps 
iabnc Art • Bird Houses • Yard Art • Collectibles 

April-Nov • Fri Sat Sun • Noon-6pm (GA Time) 
(706) 862-6481 • Hwy 48, Cloudland, G A 

1 mile east of the A L / G A state line on Lookout Mountain 

www.MountainlVIanias.com MountainMamas@alltel.net 

mailto:LCMoon03@aol.com
http://www.MountainlVIanias.com
mailto:MountainMamas@alltel.net
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exercises every muscle in our bodies? Today it has 
finally shed its reputation as being lewd and has 
become extremely popular with women of all ages 
and ethnicities. 

By Morgana McVicar 
Joy of Movement is a new Creative Arts Center in 

Mentone. It is located at Sutton Place on Ala. Hwy 
117, next to Donna Sutton's Massage Therapy studio. 
The Center's philosophy is to improve physical and 
emotional health and to bring joy and creativity to 
each participant. A variety of movement forms are 
available that represent this philosophy and offer 
choices for self improvement this summer. 

Monday nights: 5:30 - 6:30 -Group Fitness with Jeannie $5 
6:30 - 8:00 -Belly Dancing with Morgana $7 

Tuesday nights: 5:30 - 6:30 -Hatha Yoga with Kyle $7 and experienced practitioners 

Kyle's Hatha Yoga class is wonderful for bringing 
a sense of strength and balance to our bodies. Kyle is 
truly an excellent teacher who guides and encour
ages Yoga's continuous process of opening , soften
ing and lengthening the body. She teaches the posi
tions with an emphasis on breathing and self aware
ness, and her class is appropriate for both beginners 

7:00 - 8:30 -Belly Dancing with Morgana....$7 
Wednesday night: 5:30 - 6:30 -Group Fitness with Jeannie..$5 

Jeannie's Group Fitness class introduces gentle 
stretches, firming and toning, and rhythmic move
ments for overall body conditioning. It is a great one 
hour workout to get you into shape fast. 

Morgan's Belly Dancing class teaches therapeutic 
movements that are easy to learn and enjoyable to 
practice. Did you know that years ago Ronald 
Reagan's first Council on Physical Fitness highly rec
ommended this exercise as best for women since it 

THIS COUPON GOOD F O R 
1 F R E E MOVEMENT C L A S S AT 

J O Y O F MOVEMENT 
C R E A T I V E A R T S C E N T E R 

JOY OF MOVEMENT 
Creative Arts Center 

Yoga, Belly Dancing, Fitness, Creative 
Dance, & Arts and Crafts taught by 
professionals within a therapeutic setting. 
3808 Ala. Hwy 117 Mentone, Ala. 

Morgana Mac Vicar (706)862-6150 

Ecological Designs, Inc. 
Custom building 

a more beautiful home for you 

Ly le N ice ly 
Alabama State Licensed Contractor 

P h . 256-634-4124 

Low Maintenance 
Superior Quality 

•Construction 
•Design 
•Site Prep 

Hendrix Framing 
A RT & P R I N T S 

212 Gault Ave.N. • Fort Payne, AL 35967 

Custom framing, original oil paintings -<} 
and prints for sale. 

Hours: 10-5 Monday-Saturday 
(256) 844-6764 Lavaughn Hendrix 

Owner 

Which movement form is best for you? Each one 
introduces the power of natural breathing patterns to 
create rhythm inside the body which is followed and 
expressed through movement. The movement allows 
our body to distribute oxygen to every one of our 3 tril
lion cells. Body tension is released, muscles are con
ditioned without strain, fat is burned off, and we 
receive the gift of renewal and vitality. So you can't 
really make a wrong choice. 

Won't you give yourself the gift of movement? Use 
the coupon on this page for one free class which 
appeals the most to you. Come experience for your
self the joy of movement and the joy of creativity. 

Don't forget to register for July's Art class on 
Natural Printmaking Techniques taught by Linda 
Hardy on the 2nd and 3rd Sat. from 10-11:30 for 
$12/class/child. Call Morgana at (706) 862-6150. 

T H E C I T I Z E N S B A N K 
O F V A L L E Y H E A D 

Large Enough to Serve You— 
Small Enough to Know You! 

Valley Head 635-6292 Ider 657-5122 

Member FDIC 

H 
Hunter Propertieŝ  Inc. 

Lookout Mountain 
Specialist 

Ira B. 'Pep' Grimes 111 
Pioneer Building 
801 Broad Street • Suite 510 
Chattanooga. TN 37402 
E-Mail: pep(o lliehuntercompanies.com 

Phone: (423) 752-5050 
Facsimile: (423) 752-5030 
Mobile: (423) 605-0970 

Commercial Real Kslate • Land Development • Fine Homes 
Website: www.thehuntcrcompanies.com 

www.lktmtnrealestate.com 

Morgan Drugs 
114 Commerce Avenue 
Valley Head, A L 35989 

2 5 6 - 6 3 5 - 6 8 1 2 

Donald R. Morgan and 
Cynthia and Wayne Wooten, Owners 

"We appreciate your business." 

H i g h l a n d 

S p r i n g s 
Creekside Lots in Mentone 

256-634-4124 256-996-0169 

V A L L E Y H E A D 
HARDWARE 

J a m e s and Clara Young, Owners 

O P E N : Mon. - S a t . 8-5 

Closed Thursday PM 

256-635-1055 

NIPPERSINK 
LODGE 

On Lookout Mountain at DeSoto Fal ls 
PO Box 172 

Mentone, Alabama 35985 
(256) 634-3610 

Advance Reservat ions Required 

WORLDS 
BEST 

CATFISH^ 

D B S S I E ' S 
Serving the world's best catfish 

for 13 years 
Right in the middle of Mentone 

on Alabama Highway 117 
Open 10:30 til 8 daily 
We close on Sunday. 

Phone 256-634-4232 call ahead for carry-outs 

http://lliehuntercompanies.com
http://www.thehuntcrcompanies.com
http://www.lktmtnrealestate.com
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Ann Chambless from Scottsboro, A L , speaks to Culture Club 
members on organizing a Fr iends of the Library. Christ ina Wise and 

Martha Wood were among the members interested in this project. 
By Judy Brown 

The Fort Payne Culture Club met on 
June 3, 2004, at the home of Christina 
Wise. Members enjoyed a covered 
dish dinner with beautiful DeSoto Falls 
picture perfect in the background. 

Celestine Darnell was responsible for 
the program. She introduced Ann 
Chambless from Scottsboro, who 
organized the Friends of the Library 
organization in Jackson County. Ann 
has been active in the project for 37 
years and spoke of the benefits of such 
an organization in a community. The 
Culture Club has been interested in 
helping establish a Friends of the 
Library in DeKalb County. Ann brought 
with her scrapbooks, and other infor
mation, of the chapter of Friends in 
Japkson County, showing creative 

fundraising projects to help their library. 
The program was very informative and 
provided guidelines for organizing such 
a group of volunteers. Members 
appreciated Ann coming from out of 
town to inspire them with her enthusi
asm. We hope that the information 
Ann provided will be the basis for a 
group of interested citizens to form a 
support system for the library in DeKalb 
County. 

After the program, Christina Wise, 
president, presided over a business 
session. Members thanked Christina 
and co-hostess Joanne Durham for 
planning the dinner meeting. The July 
meeting will be at the home of Virginia 
Setze in Mentone. Margaret Baker will 
be in charge of the program. 

Mentone Musical Mountain Strings 
2004 

All of our concerts are 
Third Saturday Evenings 

on the lawn of Mentone Inn, 

6:30 PM 

July .17 

August 21 

R e n e e Mixon, 
"Incredible Singer, 
Songwriter/musician 

Walker Street Opry, 
B luegrass 

BYOBIanke t 
If you would like to be on the stage 

P lease give us a cal l . 

Check out our line up or e-mail us 
music@mentoneinn.com 

Presented by Faircloth, Hollis-White Productions 

Antiques • Vintage Fabric * 50's • *3? Collectibles 
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5 

V ^ H o u s e A n t i q u e s 

Bill ® Polly Head 
(250) 844-2995 

H2Gdult Ave. N 
Fort Payne. A L 35967 

W I L S O N 
F U N E R A L HOME 

3801 Gault Ave. N 
Fort Payne, Al 35967 

(256) 845-9150 

24-hour Obituary Information Line 
(256) 997-9897 

Valley Head Tigers 
2004 Varsity Football 

Aug.27 Sardis Home 
Sept. 3 St. Bernard Home* 
Sept. 10 Spring Garden Away* 
Sept.17 Cedar Bluff Away* 
Sept. 24 Ider Away 
Oct.1 Section Away* 
Oct. 8 Appalachian Home* 
Oct. 15 Gaylesville Home* 
Oct. 22 Collinsville H.C.* 
Oct. 29 Madison Academy ...Away 
*REGION GAMES 

All Home games start @ 7:00 p.m. 

COACH: CHARLESROBERT HAMMON 

V i s i t T h e 

G O U R D I E 
S H O P 

In Picturesque 
Mentone, Alabama 

For Unique 
and Unusual Gifts 

256-634-4776 
O p e n W e e k e n d s 

mailto:music@mentoneinn.com
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Life goes on and with it comes change. Nothing can 
stand still, if it does it will fall over. Even the guard at 
Buckingham Palace, who seems to stand perfectly 
still, is in constant motion. Mentone, where most of 
us would like for time to stand still, is moving and 
changing. Sometimes we do not see the subtle 
changes of aging and wear. This seems to be the 
case with the condition of the roads and drainage 
systems at the intersection of Alabama Highway 117 
and County Road 89. Take a really good look at 
things there. The water from a rain will run down the 
side or across the highway, the culvert under 
Peachtree Street is totally stopped up and these are 
just two examples. 

All of this is to let you know that the work being 
done at this intersection is not only to enhance the 
beauty of the area but also because the conditions 
there were becoming quite a problem. I had not paid 
that much attention to any of the problems until I 
started to look at what this grant project will do. 
Now, after walking around most of it in a rain, I 
realize that basically the water has no where to go. 
All of the drainage ditches are stopped up or 
nonexistent. The rivers of water that come down the 
hill by the Mentone Springs Hotel have washed big 
gullies down the sides of the road and the water 
continues out into Highway 117. 

Hopefully, when the project is finished the drainage 
will be taken care of and also we will have sidewalks 
to walk on instead of uneven ditches. The project 
itself is going great, except for the hindrance from 
the rain. This slowed the work down and caused 
some congestion to have to be in place over a 
weekend. The town and the contractor thank you for 
your patience during this time of construction. When 
it is finished, we will wonder how we did without it. 
The project is being put into place at a good time, if 
there is such a thing, after the spring festival and 
before the fall one and the celebration by the 
Mentone Springs Hotel. It should be finished before 
the Longest Yard Sale unless Mother Nature decides 
otherwise. We cannot control the weather. 

Mr. Britt came home for Father's Day and from 
what I heard a good time was had by all. The next 
two days were a little hard on him but he called the 
office on Wednesday and his voice was strong and 
he even laughed a little. Those of you who have 
been around him know how distinctive his laugh is. 
It was very good to hear it again. Everyone 
continues to ask about his health and all say to send 
him their best. He asked me why we had not called 
him more to ask how to handle things and I told him 
that we had not run into anything that ail of us 
together could not handle. I'm not sure that he liked 
this answer, but we have all felt that his job now is to 
take care of himself and get better. I could not have 

asked for better help than I have received from 
Marie, Alan, Tyler, Mike, Johnny and the council 
members. Marie has really been my right hand. 

Johnny Ferguson has had a shoulder problem. He 
had microscopic surgery on it. He said that the main 
thing done was cleaning up all of the ligaments and 
other things that he has worn out over the years. He 
will be back on the job full time before long. He has 
been in a lot of pain but is recovering on schedule. 
Mike has been covering for him but I'm sure that he 
will be glad to have Johnny back to help, especially 
with all of the construction work and camp openings 
and closings. 

For quite some time Alan has tried to get grass to 
grow in all areas of Mentone Brow Park. Some 
places were under pine trees and dead trees that 
kept dropping limbs so the grass seeds would not 
come up and grow. Recently, he and I made the 
decision to have some of the pines and dead trees 
cut and the debris cleaned away. This caused a little 
concern by some of those who live near by. Please 
be assured that we are not doing anything to harm 
the park in any way, only to improve it. All of us 
realize that the historical significance and integrity of 
Mentone must be preserved. We also realize that 
when there is a danger to the public it is our 
obligation to remove the danger. We all need to 
realize that our goals are the same. Sometimes, the 
town may have to be a little more aggressive than 
individuals or even businesses in its approach to the 
long term solution. 

Have you noticed the large metal bin beside the 
town hall? This is the new recycling bin. It is 
available to recycle paper, cardboard and plastic. 
The bin is open the same hours as the town hall 
offices. We do padlock it at night. If household 
garbage should ever be put into it, it would be almost 
impossible to remove it and the odor. We are very 
proud of the new bin and look forward to many years 
of use from it. We are working on a contract to have 
it emptied at the Fort Payne Recycling Center. 
Please use it and let's do our part to help save our 
environment for the generations to come. This will be 
the only world we have, at least until we discover a 
way to go into outer space and live. Please do not 
leave any items on the ground around the bins. This 
is very unsightly and could become a health hazard. 

Someone put a dead animal or some other 
offensive object in the container behind the town hall 
that is used for the office garbage. We were able to 
remove some of the odor with a product made for 
this purpose. We hope that this will not happen 
again. Most of the time, these things are done by 
those just passing through and not the people who 
live here permanently. The large roll-off containers 
will continue to be in place at least through the 
month of September. The grant for these ends in 
October and so far I have not been able to find 
another one to continue the service. Recycling is not 
a big prio/ity with our government officials right now. 
I will continue to look and let you know if we can 
continue to offer this service. In the meantime, bring 
all metal items to put in the container during the first 
full week of every month and large bulky items to be 
disposed of during the second week. No containers 
will be available during the third or last week. 

The announcement of an election for mayor and 
town council members will be made on July 6, 2004. 
After this announcement anyone who qualifies can 
apply for an application to run for one of these 

positions. Watch for the posting at all of the regular 
places around town. 

The Groundhog continues to be one of the most 
widely read and best loved newspapers in DeKalb 
County. I often have people tell me that not only do 
they enjoy it but so does their cousin in New York or 
Utah or some other place we never think of reaching 
with our little hometown paper. Marie and Evelyn do 
a good job with the contents and getting it in 
circulation. Almost everyone who comes into the 
town hall picks up a Mentone brochure and The 
Groundhog. Much of the time, Evelyn does the 
proofreading of my articles. This month I finished 
the one for the library before I did this one. When 
she gave it back to me to correct, we both had a 

good laugh at the way I had worded the information 
regarding the book sale at the library. I had written 
that it would be "under the porch" of the library. Of 
course, I meant "on the porch" and was thinking of 
under the roof of the porch. We said that after the 
sale we could use the hole we dug under the porch 
for a storm shelter. When you do the writing it is 
almost impossible to catch such mistakes, this is 
why someone etee must do the correcting. 

Recently, the Mentone police officers have had to 
respond to security alarm systems that were going 
off for no reason. Sometimes a thunderstorm will set 
these off or even a dog walking across the eye beam 
might do this. Please, if you have such a system, 
make sure that it operates correctly. Because of the 
remote area and the many miles that the officers 
patrol, this time spent traveling to a false alarm could 
cause them to be later responding to an accident or 
a fire. If this continues to happen, the town council 
may have to consider adopting a policy where the 
owner of the alarm pays for each trip after a limited 
number of tifnes. Other towns have had to do this, 
because of the costs to the town and the time factor. 

This time of year always makes me think of how 
many jars of vegetables, fruit, jellies and relishes I 
would can each summer when my children were 
young. This was really hard work and done with no 
air conditioning in the house. After several years of 
canning everything, we purchased a freezer. This 
was a little easier but still lots of work and some 
things could not be frozen. Now, most things are 
easier bought at the supermarket and most of the 
time even cheaper. One thing I still do is make jelly. 
I have yet to find a bought jelly that tastes as good as 
home made. We do not eat as much jelly as we 
used to because all of us eat cereal for breakfast 
instead of toast or biscuits. I usually can tomato 
juice, because we always have more tomatoes than 
we can eat and this is easy to do. Last year I made 
salsa, but maybe I cheated, I bought a product that 
only had to have tomatoes, vinegar and sugar boiled 
with the contents and canned. This was much 
easier than chopping all of the ingredients and tasted 
just as good. The peppers and onions were 
reconstituted when liquid was added and the spices 
were just right. 

HAPPY 4 t h O F J U L Y ! S T A Y S A F E ! 



L I B S F R O M T H E L I B R A R Y 
By Linda Brown 

We are having a wonderful time each Saturday in 
the Summer Reading Program at the Moon Lake 
Elementary School Community Library. Our 
attendance is off this year from last, but this does not 
dampen our spirits or take away any of the fun we are 
having! 

The program, Step to the Beat — Read!, has an 
enrollment of six regulars, and Where in the Worid 
Are We?, has four persons attending each week. 
Both groups have had visitors almost every session. 
We can still enroll you if you would like to join us. 
Saturday, July 17, will be our last session and the 
library will be closed on July 3 in observance of 
Independence Day. 

The library has an amazing number of books that 
are on the New York Times best seller list. We are 
very proud of this, especially since we depend on 
donations to acquire most of our books. You may 
want to come in and check out our new arrivals. They 
are displayed on the check out counter. Of course, 
we know that we will soon have a call for the new 
autobiography by Bill Clinton. If you have a copy and 
need a place to put it when you finish, you might 
consider donating it to the library. We have 
bookplates that we can place in the front of a book 
stating that you have given this book in honor or in 
memory of someone. 

We are continuing to collect books for the Longest 
Yard Sale. Our days of sale are going to be a little 
different than the advertised dates. We are going to 
start selling on the morning of Friday, August 6 and 
continue on Saturday, August 7. The reason for 
doing this is because many of the people coming into 
town on Friday are coming to set their booth up in 
Mentone and they seem to be looking for something 
to read. Look for books on the front porch of the 
library. All proceeds will be used to purchase items 
needed in the library. 

There will be a training session this fall. If you 
would like to volunteer to work in the library during 
open hours, please sign up at the library or call one of 
the board members. The open days are Tuesday 
evening and Saturday mornings. The hours may 
change with the seasons. You will always be with 
someone, we do not allow anyone to be there alone. 
On the average, you will work about once every two 
months. 

Some of our volunteers have asked to be placed on 
the calendar each month. They say that they enjoy it 
this much and also it keeps them in practice using the 
computer. The computer program is very easy and 
complete printed instructions are available in a drawer 
if you have to do something you are not familiar with. 
The community part of the library is staffed totally by 
volunteers. Plan now to help this fall, we need you. 

The members of the Board of Directors will select 
an acronym for the word F R I E N D S at the June 
meeting. We asked Gene and Gethryn Giles to think 
about this and they came up with so many that we 
had to have a month to read and study them. I will let 
you know what our selection is in this column next 
month. This will give more meaning to being a 
FRIEND of the Library. You may become one of this 
group by coming by the library or calling one of the 
members of the board. You will get a tote bag with 
our logo and information on it immediately and we are 
planning some fun things for F R I E N D S in the near 
future. 

Summer is a little slower at the library than other 
times of the year. Mainly, this is because Diane 

Kuehl, who enters all of the new books into the 
computer, works at a summer camp and she is not 
available to prepare any books right now. When she 
enters one or several in the computer, she then puts 
them on a special shelf in our closet and the 
volunteers who work the next open date will stamp, 
label, cover and place them on the shelves ready for 
checking out by the public. We can't wait for Diane 
to finish with her "paying job" and come back to work. 

We have had some people stop by the library for 
very interesting reasons this summer. Some need 
directions to somewhere or open days for a certain 
business or the name of a good bed and breakfast 
inn. Whoever is on duty that day tries to answer all of 
their questions and send them away saying that 
Mentone and the Moon Lake Library were a nice 
place to visit. 

The members of the Board of Directors would Nke 
to thank everyone who has helped the library in any 
way. Our job is much easier because of you. Thank 
you to our volunteers, to our F R I E N D S , to those who 
have given books or other items, to those who buy 
our books during book sales, and to those who come 
by and check out the books. A building cannot be a 
library without books or persons who read them. We 
have several patrons who come almost every time the 
library is open. We look forward to seeing them. 

To volunteer, become a FRIEND, donate books or 
any other question you might have, call me, 634-8006 
or Sue Schwarz, 634-4271. To mail a donation or 
other material: Moon Lake Elementary School 
Community Library (or M L E S C L ) P.O. Box 481 , 
Mentone, AL 35984. Open Tuesday, 5 -7 p.m. and 
Saturday, 9 -11:59 a.m. COME AND VISIT ! 

MENTONE'S FAMILY L O D G E 
1-800 998-2956 

FAMILY REUNIONS 
Day or week rental 

Large 4 bedroom, 3 bath cabin, pond, barn. 
We are a family lodge where 20 acres are 

exclusively yours for rental time, 
hiking, f ishing, recreation. 
wwwmentonelodge.com 
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MOUNTAIN MAMAS 
10TH BIRTHDAY! 

Mountain Mamas Craft & Rock Shop is having our 
10th Birthday and you are invited to the party. We'll 
be celebrating on Saturday. July 17. from 1:00 pm to 
5:00 pm., GA time. There will be Birthday Cake, iced 
herbal tea, Artists Demonstrating, and Door Prizes. 

Come celebrate with us! Mountain Mamas is locat
ed in Cloudland, GA, on GA Hwy 48, 1/2 mile east of 
the GA/AL state line. 

MOUNTAIN MAMAS & THE 
WORLD'S LONGEST YARD S A L E 

The YARD S A L E will be held Saturday, August 7, to 
Sunday August 15. The Yard Sale Trail stretches from 
Gadsden, AL, to Cincinnati, OH. The path goes on. 
Lookout Mountain Parkway, right in front of Mountain 
Mamas, and we will be open every day with extended 
hours. 

The Mountain Mamas will be selling donated items 
for Tri-County Volunteer]Fire/Rescue. If you have 
items to donate, you may drop them off at Mountain 
Mamas Shop. 

There are also yard sale spots for rent at reasonable 
prices. Stop by the Shop during open hours, or call 
Mary Alice at 706-862-2142 for more information. 

See our web site at www.mountainmamas.com. 

Mountain Mamas Craft & Rock Shop! 
A Consignment Shop with 60+ Regional Women Artists 

Saturday, July 17,1:00 to 5:00 pm (GA time) 
Birthday Cake, Herbal Tea, 

Artists demonstrating, Door Prizes!!! 

Come celebrate with us! Tell your friends and neighbors. 
Located in Cloudland, GA, on Hwy 48, % mile east of the GA/AL state line 

For more information contact Mary Alice—706-862-2142 
Check out our web si te www.mountainmamas.com . 

"60 years continuous service by the same family" 

BROWN'S 
CLEANING & LAUNDRY 

"An old company with new ideas" 
•Uniform Rental 'Dus t Control •Vault Storage for Furs & Woolens 
•Drapery Cleaning with Machine Decorator Fold •Suede, Leather & 
Fur Cleaning •F i re Restoration & Odor Removal •Wedding Gown 

Preservation •Alterations •L inen Rental •Pi l low Cleaning 

817 Gault Ave. N (256)845-3241 
Full Laundry Service 

http://wwwmentonelodge.com
http://www.mountainmamas.com
http://www.mountainmamas.com
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S e r v i n g 

Individual Investors Since 1871 
Stocks 
Mutual funds 
Bonds 
Government securities 

Tax-free bonds 
CDs 
Money market funds 
IRAs 

... and much more. Ca l l or stop by today! 

Serving individual investors from more than 
6700 offices nationwide. 

John T. Davis 
201 Grand Avenue N. 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

256-845-4560 
1-800-800-NYSE 

Vicky C. Kirby 
616A Gault Avenue N. 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

256-845-2610 
1-800-258-6064 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member SIPC 

E d w a r d j o n e s 

Gary Barr 
2208 Gault Ave N 

Fort Payne. AL 35967 
256-844-6726 

1-866-844-6726 

Builder's Supply 
Company, Inc. 

" Concrete Blocks 
* Building Materials 

* Roof & Floor T r u s s e s 

Fort Payne 
611 Godfrey Ave. S. 

845-1451 

Sylvan ia 
Highway #75 

638-2244 

Douglas E. Hoyt CPA 

•Bookkeeping 
•Payroll Service 
•Tax Returns 
• B u s i n e s s Consulting 

154 Commerce Ave. 
Valley Head, AL 

635-0292 

We Buy Standing Timber 

Menlo Lumber & 
Pallet Company, Inc. 

Highway 48 
Menlo, Georgia 30731 

(706) 862-2131 

Licensed • Insured 
Free Estimates oBucket Truck Available 

F l a n n i g a n 
T r e e & L a w n S e r v i c e 

Charles Flannigan 
634-4438 

Steven Flannigan 
845-3844 

The Fort Payne Culture Club met on May 6, 2004, 
at St. Philips Episcopal Church for dinner and the 
installation of officers. Club members enjoyed a deli
cious meal prepared by Judy O'Daniel, and served by 
hostess Frances Smith, and co-hostess Celestine 
Darnell. 

The meeting was called to order for the installation 
service. Dorothy Cyr introduced our guest, Helen 
Lucas, who graciously accepted an invitation to install 
the new officers. Helen, who has had a long and dis
tinguished career in nursing, used a very creative 
crayons and coloring book theme for her installation. 
The new officers for 2004-2006 are: President: 
Christina Wise; 1st Vice President: Celestine Darnell; 
2nd Vice President: Virginia Setze; Secretary: Dean 
Eberhart; Treasurer: Nancy Tcherneshoff; Historian: 
Ann Sawyer; and Parliamentarian: Faye Thompson. 

Avice Pearson, outgoing president, turned the gavel 
over to Christina Wise, who briefly told of her ideas for 
the next club year. Avice Pearson was given a round 
of applause for her hard work and dedication to the 
club as president. The club presented her with a love
ly serving bowl as, a token of appreciation for her lead
ership. A short business session followed. It was 
announced that the June meeting will be held at the 
home of Christina Wise in Mentone. The meeting was 
adjourned. 

MOON L A K E C O M M O I T T 

L I B R A R Y S IMMER PROGRAMS 
S A T U R D A Y S 

J U N E 5 - J U L Y 17 
lO - 11:30 A.JVI. 

(Except, July 3rd, the library will be closed for Independence Day) 

Programs for Kindergarten 
through Sixth Grade Students 

http://www.edwardjones.com
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The Moon Lake 6th grade graduation w a s held on May 18, 2004. T h i s 
years graduates are: L /R: R o w 1: J e s s i c a Zakary, K e i s h a Powel l , Alex 
Blackburn, L e a n n a Webb, S a v a n n a Wil l iams; Row 2: C h e l s e y Stoker, 
Desiree C a s h , Brittany Streeter, K e s h i a Carr ; Row 3: Jeffrey Becker , E than 
Crider, Bryan Phil l ips; R o w 4: Daniel Scott , Kaleb McMunn, Frank G r a h a m , 
Brandon Will ingham, J o s h Wil l iams 

The 2004 Kindergarten Graduates are: R o w 1: J immy S w a i n , Mikayla 
Owen, Byron Haynes , Kateland Grider, Amelia Lee , Sierra C h a m b e r s , Emi ly 
Brown; Row 2: El i Durham, Mackenzie Will ingham, Harley Bentley, El izabeth 
Meadows, Kara G o s s , S a v a n n a h Wallace; Row 3: Robert Baker, Dylan 
L e w i s , Dawson Kincer , Tommy Guthrie, I saac Browder, Andrew Wil l iams; 
Row 4: Teacher Phyl l is Sarratt 

PROCLAMATION NO 2004-
RH ODOD E ND RON GARDEN CLUB 
NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 

the Rhododendron Garden C l u b o f Mentone, Alabama has a 
p a s s i o n f o r promoting t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n and e n h a n c i n g the beauty of 
the Mentone a r e a by n u r t u r i n g t h e r e s o u r c e s of t he e a r t h through 
the p l a n t i n g of s e e d s , t h e c a r e of a l l p l a n t s , and the h a r v e s t i n g 
of the r i c h e s of t h e i r e f f o r t s ; and 

the Rhododendron Garden C l u b s e e k s to add beauty, 
f r a q r a n c e and n u t r i t i o n t o our l i v e s through the growing 
v e g e t a b l e s , f o l i a g e p l a n t s and f l o w e r s ; and 

through i n n o v a t i o n and h a r d work; and 

Rhododendron Garden 
d i t i o n a l s p i r i t o f 

C l u b works i 
independence 

o p r e s e r v e c u r 
and i n i t i a t i v e 

Whereas, the Rhododendron Garden C l u b a d v o c a t e s the Ltnportarice of 
a l L c r e a t u r e s , l a r g e and s m a l l , t h a t s h a r e our w o r l d and t h e n 
r o l e s i n the b a l a n c e d and p r o d u c t i v e e c o l o q y ; and 

" " 1 , 
Whereas, the Rhododendron Garden Club f u r n i s h e s a c h a l l e n g i n g and 
p r o d u c t i v e a c t i v i t y f o r many c i t i z e n s , f o r t h o s e l u s t l e a r n i n q as 
w e l l a s t h o s e h a v i n g y e a r s of e x p e r i e n c e ; and 

Whereas, t he Rhododendron Garden C l u b promotes a h e a l t h y l i f e s t y l e 
t h a t l a s t s a l i r e t i m e , h e l p s r e d u c e s t r e s s from o t h e r a r e a s of 
l i f e , t e a c h e s t h a t rewards come from d i l i g e n t e f f o r t s ; and 

Whereas, the Rhododendron Garden C l u b j o i n s w j t h members of gamer: 
c l u b s a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n and the w o r l d to s e r v e o t h e r s in the 
communities i n which they r e s i d e and work; 

Now, t h e r e f o r e be i t r e s o l v e d t h a t i n an e f f o r t to acknowledge.the 
importance of g a r d e n i n g and the numerous cont.-rIbutions •' of 
g a r d e n e r s , the Rhododendron Garden C l u b d e s i g n a t e s the week of 
June 6-12, 2004 as N a t i o n a l Garden Week i n the Town of Mentone and 
s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s . 

First Federal Bank 
Fort Payne 
845-1077 

Rainsville 
638-6342 

Ider 
657-6255 

"We're more than bankers, 
"We're your neighbors and friends." 

B 
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A Friendly-

V a l l e y 
V i e w 

By 
E L O I S E BROWN 

Summer has come to full fruition, flowers are a 
blooming exhibition, and people lucky enough to have 
gardens are beginning to reap good things to eat. 

Martha Joan Kil l ian visited her mother, Olene 
Roberts, on Mother's Day. Martha Joan's son, Andrew 
Killian and wife Venita and baby, Emily, and Tom 
Killian and sons, and John Roberts and wife and 
daughter were also recent visitors and sadly, Jeremy 
Roberts, who was leaving for Iran. 

Maureen Hammond has moved from Rome, GA., 
to Fort Payne near her son, Ken. 

My granddaughter, Robin Darby, and her husband, 
Ray, came from Collierville.TN, Sat., June 5. We were 
joined by Cindy and David Meadows at the Old Rock 
Cafe at Henagar for a good dinner. Afterwards, we 
went by to see Ryan and Alison Johnson and their 
new kitten and dog. 

The W.M.U. of Valley Head Baptist Church, met 
Tues., June 15, at the home of Sadie Cooper. Those 
present were Ruth Pickett, Priscilla Monroe, Clara 
Bridgeman, Louise Hammond, Gwen Payne, and 
Lillian Pickett. 

Ruth and Bert Pickett were hosts at their home, 
Sun. , June 13, for Bert's 65th High School Reunion-
the 1939 Class of DeKalb High School. There were 
19 members present. 

Li ly Bowden's daughters, Karen Freeman and Jo 
Welch, came to her house and had brunch, and 
helped her celebrate her birthday, Tues., June 15. 

Karen and Mark Freeman had a birthday supper 
for Luke Freeman at their home Thurs., June 17. Ben 
Freeman was home from Fayettville, Arkansas. 

Sincere sympathy to the family of Robert Phil l ips, 
who died recently. He was a long-time resident of 
Lea 's Chapel. 

It is good to hear that "Cotton" Hester is home and 
better; and Mary Holleman is better after a three-day 
stay at BMC DeKalb. 

Christ ine Brooks had surgery (Mon. June 21)) at 
BMC DeKalb. We hope she will have a fast and com
plete recovery. 

E.T. Holleman spent Father's Day with his son, Bill, 
and wife Becky, in Fort Payne. His granddaughters, 
Amy Helms and Abby Ward, and their husbands and 
great grandson, Will Helms, were also present. They 
presented him with a nice patio set. 

E d Ringer visited his brother, Dr.Robert Ringer, in 
Marianna, FL . for several days. They also went to 
Panama Beach. Ed's sister, Joyce Allen, and her hus
band, Mack, spent Sunday, June 20 with Ed, and 
attended Valley Head Methodist Church with him. 

The Valley Head Baptist Church had a very inter
esting and successful Vacation Bible School. The 
theme was Rickshaw Rally. They had pretty Chinese 
decorations and Chinese style food the last day. 

Commendation once more to Inspec Tech Inc. of 
Val ley Head for winning the Alabama Small 
Manufacturer Award for 2004 and abject apology to 
Susana Marin Freeman for leaving her name out with 
the picture. She is a very important member of the 
team, as each one is, and we are very proud of them. 

Dael and Doug Hoyt and Dael 's mother, Kio, 
have returned home after traveling to Aurora, CO, 
where they visited Doug's mother, Beverly Hoyt. They 
also visited relatives in Oklahoma City, and Doug had 
a nice trip to Tallahassee, FL . He went to watch the 
Seminoles in the baseball championship, which he 
enjoyed very much. 

Venna Liv ingston's sister, Oval Young, from CA, 
spent several days with Venna and they met their 
brother, Woodrow Young, from Gadsden, in Fort 
Payne, and spent the day with him and enjoyed lunch 
together. 

Everyone enjoy the lovely summer days, but be very 
cautious of the many hazards that seem to be increas
ing around us. 

C L O S E TO NATURE'S 
HEART 

God, keep me close to nature's heart, 
Of its throbbing life, keep me a part; 
Of its changing moods, keep me aware, 
For its creatures let me love and care. 

When Autumn paints its changing leaves, 
May I rejoice or grieve as it grieves, 
When Winter brings its sleep and rest, 
May I relax, with peace be blest. 

As Spring blooms to resurrection, 
My soul must feel its perfection 
In Summer's full grown fruition-
May I enjoy its sweet condition. 

As I live fully each passing d a y -
My thoughts continue thus to pray, 
"Please keep me close to sky and sod, 
So I may know myself and God!" 

. . . .<@^^w 

^ Precious Sunshine 
Sunshine is so precious 
Its light is a blessing. 
"Tho teasing and spacious 
Earth feels its caressing. 

When days come a glooming, 
Dark and weeping despair, 
Sunshine comes a blooming, 
Clearing, cheering the air. 

Sunshine without your rays, 
What on earth could we do? 
Dark and cold all our days, 
None could live without you. 

So precious is sunshine, 
From dawning to sunset -
A blessing so divine, 
We should never forget! 

Happy Birthday, U.S. of A 
It's the birthday of our nation, 
It is time for play and celebration, 
It is time, too, for appreciation. 

For all who have paid a big price 
In suffering and sacrifice 
Trying to create paradise. 

How much did they fail or succeed 
What do we have-What do we need? 
How do we pray-our cause to plead? 

What have we done for our land? 
Do we even care or understand 
The qualities that make it grand? 

Are we really patriotic? 
Some are merely idiotic-
Creating scenes so chaotic! 

It is the birthday of our nation-
It is a time of evaluation 
And a time for rededication. 

To Christian principles of its founding-
Gratitude for all its blessings abounding 
To heed the need for freedom sounding. 

For its leaders we should pray 
For strength and wisdom for each day 
To make decisions in the right w a y -

For the preservation of the earth 
For each person's good and worth, 
Ti l death from moment of birth. 

Many countries-north, south, east, west, 
In many ways have failed the test -
Despite our faults, we love you best -
So, Happy Birthday, dear U.S.of A, 
Have forever more this we pray-
Each one better in every way. 

May God always richly bless 
Your people with peace and happiness 
And love to abolish all hate and stress! 

.... CQoUe @&oitm 

July Chastisement 
The winds of July 
Surge hot and dry 
Neath the angry eye 
Of a dark'ning sky. 

They softly mumble 
Then loudly grumbles 
Then lightning humbles 
As water tumbles. 

With ferocious ire 
It puts out the fire 
Of Summer's des i re-
lust of dust to mire! 

....'^loiie^Sroum 
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(1) PEACEFUL COUNTRY -This 3 bed
room, 1-1/2 bath, Brick home has living 
room, Kitchen w/dining and separate den, 
all located on 9 acres of wooded property 
and waiting for you. Call for your appoint
ment TODAY! $72,000 (PLS#12173) 

(2) CLOUDLAND, GA - New listing 
with 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, over 3500 
square feet. This log home was built 
in 1928 and is filled with character. 
Priced at $138,000, (PLS #11807) 

(3) This CUSTOM BUILT HOME offers 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths, large eat-in kitchen 
area, spacious living room with fireplace 
and multi-purpose basement and 
includes 2.9 acres. $199,000. 

i #10234) 

(4) ROOM TO ROAM in this 3 bedroom, 2 
bath home offering lots of extras. Great 
room with cathedral ceiling, wood floors, 
recreation room, barn and fenced pas
ture on 3 acres connecting DeSoto State 
Park. $129,500. (PLS #109071 

(5| Looking for a MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
8 self contained cabins, office building 
that could be converted into living quar 
ters. numerous RV and camp sites all on 
13+ secluded acres adjoining DeSoto 
State Park. $395,000. (PLS #10906) 

(6) LESS THAN 1 MILE from downtown 
Mentone and sitting on over 1-1/2 acres, this 
home offers 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, an open 
porch on front and a sunroom on the back. All 
appliances to remain including washer and 
dryer, 2-car carport with workshop and a 
20x24 building for extra storage...office...craft 
shop..etc. $89,900 (PLS »1ie05) 

(7) GREAT GET-A-WAYI Privately located 2 
bedroom A-frame on 2 plus acres. Wood floors 
and walls, newly remodeled bathroom, double 
paned windows, fenced yard, storm shelter, 
PLUS a large workshop and a 2-car carport. 
$89,000. (PLS #12294) 

(8) NEWLY REMODELED ... This immaculate 3 
bedroom, 2 bath home has new exterior paint 
and a brand new central heat and air system, 
wood floors, large front porch, 2 decks, wood 
burning fireplace and lots more. Sellers are 
leaving the appliances and most furnishings. 
Call to see todayl Priced to sell at only 
$123,500. (PLS #125050) 

(9) LITTLE RIVER CAFE • featuring a fully-
equipped kitchen and dining room with a large 
porch for outside eating stage for entertainment 
and a rustic atmosphere in a charming renovat
ed old home. Located between DeSoto State 
Park and Little River Canyon and only 10 min. 
utes from Fort Payne and Mentone $129,500 
(PLS #102151 

(11) Almost maintenance-free BROW 
HOME with 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths, 
large eat-in kitchen with island, cozy 
living room with fireplace, den/pool 
room with pool table already there. 
Great views of the valley . $250,000. 

(10) INCREDIBLE VIEW! IMMACULATE HOME! 
This lovely brick home features over 5000 
square feet of living space. 5 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths. 2 half baths, with decks, patios, circle 
drive, beautiful landscaping and situated on 
over 3 acres for privacy. O wners must relo
cate. .All reasonable offers will be consid
ered! (Additional lot available also.) $459,000 
(PLS H11917) 

(14) ESTABLISHED TIRE BUSINESS! 
This 40x100x14 metal building houses 3 
lifts. 4 roll-up doors, concrete floors. 
Office. 2 restrooms, space heaters & 
window air unit and all inventory Includ
ed. Call today for more information. 
$235,500 

(12) SPECTACULAR VIEW - Original cottage 
built in 1945, remodeled in 2001 to include 2 
bedrooms, 1-1/2 baths, living & dining area 
with stone fireplace. Guest quarters separated 
by a breezeway with huge back deck overlook
ing a pristine tree farm. $425,000 (PLS #12515) 

(13) VALLEY HEAD - This beautiful southern 
home and farm have more than you can imag
ine! 4 bedrooms each with its own bath, two 
half baths, great room with stacked rock fire
place, and all on 23 acres. $899,000. (PLS 
#11858) 

(15) ESTABLISHED Service Station/ 
Convenience Store for sale - near Little 
River Canyon. All equipment and 
inventory to remain. $239,900. 

(16) PEACEFUL SURROUNDINGS -
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath manufactured 
home sits on 6 acres and borders 
Brush Creek. $74,500. (PLS #12686) 

(17) GREAT LOCATION! This 2 bedroom, 
1 bath home sits on 2 acres on County 
Road 106 in Mentone. Property has 
CH&A, stove, refrigerator and updated 
wiring. Sold "As-ls" for only $39,900. 
(PLS #12683) 

(18) VERY NEAR TO LITTLE RIVER 
CANYON! With an operative campground 
on almost 5 acres, this scenic spot is 
located next to the Little River Canyon 
National Preserve and the proposed 
Jacksonville State University Field School. 
Included are eleven RV campsites with 
water and electricity, numerous tent sites, 
2 bath houses with showers, commodes, 
sinks, and two 80-gallon hot water tanks. 
All this plus a 2 bedroom house and a 
large storage building $135,000. 

(19) CABIN IN MENTONE - you will 
love coming home to this adorable 
cabin now being built near DeSoto 
State Park. Cabin features 2 bed
rooms, 2 baths, pine floors 
throughout, and rock fireplace. 
8'x40' porches on front and back 
with Yellow Pine exterior and 
metal roof. $139,900. 

(20) NEW CONSTRUCTION - Rustic 
country cabin at Mentone. One bed
room, one bath, with sleep loft, wood 
floors and walls, 2 story great room 
with wood burning fireplace, front 
and back porch with cedar posts and 
wonderful view of creek on property 
and Comer Boy Scout Camp Lake. 
$98,500. (PLS #12401) 

OTHER LISTINGS 
(21) MENTONE - Build your cabin on this secluded yet convenient lot located near 

DeSoto State Park. $19,500 (PLS #11730) 
(22) WEST FORK SUB. - 254' of river frontage (Little River) Gently sloping with 

great building sites. Lightly restricted $40,000 (PLS #10134) 
(23) LAND - Wooded Corner Lot just South of Downtown Mentone. $5,500. (PLS 

#11805) 
(24) GENTLY ROLLING, WOODED VACANT LAND IN VALLEY HEAD. Perfect for 

development. Extensive paved road frontage. 62 acres listed at $3,000 per acre. 
(25) 4.3+/- acres on DeSoto Parkway. Only $44,900 
(26) BUILD YOUR WEEKEND GET-AWAY..on this 1.17+/- acres filled with spectac

ular rock formations behind city hall in Mentone. $14,500. 
(27) CRESTLINE PARK SUBDIVISION - several wooded lots now available near 

DeSoto State Park. Restricted covenants for permanent or vacation home. Water and 
Electricity available. $25,000 each. (PLS #12394) 

(28) LAND! 57 acres of prime property located on Hwy 11, between Fort Payne and 
Hammondville is a dream come true. Call today! $384,750. 

(29) LAND AND LAKE. .40* / - acres with a 5+/- acre lake and Brush Creek runs 
through it. The lake was stocked with Bass and Bream 2 years ago and is approxi
mately 35'deep. $180,000 

(30) Brow property ...1.7+/- acres on County Road 166 near Desoto State Park. 
$37,500. 

(31) 3.68 +/- acres on the Brow near Desoto State Park. $59,900. 
(32) OPPORTUNITY AWAITS - 10 acres on Hwy 117, East of Mentone. 3 mobile 

homes and 2 one bedroom apartments and room to grow. Outside the city limits - no 
restrictions. $158,500. 

(33) RETREAT, RETREAT, RETREAT - This 40 acres is partly cleared and partly 
wooded with a large lake and wooded stream. $170,000. 

(34) MENTONE - Beautiful Wooded lot for your weekend get away or home of your 
dreams. $16,500 (PLS #11955) 

(35) MENTONE - If you're looking for just the right place to build your weekend get 
away or even a permanent residence, this property is waiting on you. Wooded, 
although a proposed building site has already been cleared, this property is what you 
have been looking for. $37,500 (PLS #11954) 

(36) LOOKOUT MTN. - Build your dream home on 3 beautiful wooded acres near 
DeSoto State Park. Water and power available Some restrictions. $23,000 ( P L S 
#12002) 

(37) Don't wait any longer ...we've just listed 3.28 acres priced at $16,400. ( P L S 
#12291) 

(38) 11.98 acres on county Road 106 in Mentone. $66,000 (PLS #12412) 
(39) PEACEFUL AND SECLUDED, but not too far out! 34 acres with paved road 

frontage and tots of timber near Hammondville. No restrictions, $88 000 (PLS 
#12363) 

mailto:info@Southern-agency.com
http://www.soutlurnpropertiesagency.com


Page 16 / The Groundhog/July 2004 

T h e 

C o u n t r y 

J o u r n a l 

By 

BERNISE CROW 

We are in the midst of a beautiful season. Our 
mountain breeze is wonderful and keeps us from too 
much heat. Our visitors are loving the mountain air 
and our little Mentone area. At the Hitching Post, we 
give a lot of history orally and sell Zora Stayhorn's 
Mentone History book. 

Recently, Bob and Eugenia Smith were guests at 
Nippersink and came by to see the Hitching Post. Bob 
said that things had certainly changed since he was 
here seventy years ago. I would say they have 
changed a great deal in the last five years! What has 
not changed is the peace and quiet and the slow pace 
of life we enjoy. Bob also said that he worked here as 
a "soda jerk" once to relieve someone and he learned 
to make floats from ice cream and cokes, and he was 
hooked on them for life. 

Today, I enjoyed the visit of Paul Harvey, great 
grandson of Mr. Harvey who was Mayor of Mentone in 
the 1940s. He had many pleasant memories of com
ing here to visit his Grandfather, Clarence Harvey, and 
eating ice cream served here in our building. He had 
his lovely wife and two beautiful little girls with him. 
They reminisced with him as they went to DeSoto 
Falls, the Mentone Springs Hotel, and other places. 

Our daughter, Doreen, has moved to Florida, and 
we miss her very much. Joyce will miss her most of 
all! She and Doreen have been very close in the last 
three years, working together and sharing happy 
times (and some not so happy}. Doreen would drive 
Joyce to Birmingham for her treatments on days when 
Gregg couldn't come from South Carolina. Of course, 
now we take her when necessary. 

On the 12th of June, we celebrated two birthdays 
and had a great time! Just being together is all it takes 
for our family to create a gala event. My niece, Carol 
Pogue, came from Harriman, Tennessee. It is a 
pleasure to have her any time! Her birthday is June 
3rd and our son Barry's is the 7th. We combined their 
parties. Gregg Cooper was here and our grandson, 
Lee was with him. 

After our birthday dinner, Barry's son, David Bruno, 
entertained us with music and song. We think (No, we 
know.) he is very good. He went to another room for a 
few minutes and composed a song for Barry. It was 
good (and funny)l David was on the entertainment 
program at our Rhododendron Festival and everyone 
seemed to enjoy his singing/guitar playing style. His 
little daughter, Josie, was with him and she insisted 
that he sing a song he wrote for her. Barry and his 
wife, Donnah, are so very proud of David and Josie. 

Our garden club toured Christina Vincent's garden 
near Adamsburg for our June meeting. It was a nice 
day and the scenery all around Christina's place was 

beautiful and interesting. It was like entering a well 
kept park, surrounded by tall trees that resembled a 
virgin forest. We were delighted to follow Christina 
and hear her give the name and history of some 
unusual plants. Her Japanese and Siberian iris were 
the showiest blooming plants, but there were many 
other interesting trees and shrubs. Underfoot was the 
soft carpet-feel of zoysia grass which made walking 
easy. There was a barn close by where a mother hen 
and baby chicks were picking up food from the grass. 
I had not seen a barn lot hen and chicks in a long time. 
The Vincents own about 23 acres there, including 
Isom Falls. That was very exciting for me. When my 
sister, Jean,and I were kids, we lived near the falls and 
spent many happy hours walking around the area, 
picking wild huckleberries. I had not been back there 
in many, many years. 

We are excited about the sidewalk being done to 
connect with the one presently in place in Mentone! 
The addition goes across the front and side of the 
Hitching Post and will make a better walking area. It 
will be a bit messy during construction, but shouldn't 
last long. Mayor Britt was responsible for getting a 
grant to help pay for the project. I just hope he 
improves fast and will be able to enjoy it with us. 

We have had a rough pile of asphalt left in front of 
the Gourdie Shop since Highway 117 was re-surfaced 
years ago. It will be wonderful for visitors to have a 
neat, safer place to walk. 

The Mentone walking tours have recently been 
enjoyed by visitors and by some local people. It is free 
and those who donated their time to serve as guides 
did a good job. They give some historic facts about 
older Mentone establishments and that is good! We 
have needed that for a long time. I wish we had a van 
that could take people on tours all the way to DeSoto 
State Park. That would include DeSoto Fal ls, 
Cragsmere Manna, Howard's Chapel, Nippersink 
Lodge, and Granny Dollar's homestead. I acted as 
hostess once for a bus tour from Atlanta and they 
seemed to enjoy it. Randy Still had Cragsmere 
Manna at the time and he was a good entertainer. He 
told all the fascinating history of that building. And 
Nippersink has a wonderful history dating back to the 
20s or 30s. 

There is a magic aura about this place. Visitors tell 
us how they love the feel of the area. It's hard to 
explain. It attracts many types of interesting people; 
artists, photographers, writers, and those who are just 
retiring to a friendly village where there is a peaceful 
atmosphere. And we love it! 

Our July MAPA meeting will be a picnic held at 
Brow Park. This is very good time for socializing, hav
ing a good covered dish meal and enjoying the 
scenery (weather permitting). One year, there came a 
toad-strangling rain and we were thrilled to have a 
cover over the pavilion. But it didn't hinder our gath
ering! Anyone who would like to come is welcome. 
Bring a dish of your choice and join us! The picnic will 
be on July 6 at 7:00 p.m. (P.S. Homer makes the ice 
cream.) 

Have a happy.safe 4th and remember our boys in 
Iraq and pray that they will return soon and safely. 

God B l e s s the U S A ! 

M e n t o n e £ 

W e d d i n g 

C h a p e l 
Nestled in the woods atop 
Lookout Mountain, near 
Mentone, Alabama, this 

quaint little chapel is 
surrounded by ferns, forest 
and flowers. The chapel is a 
scaled version of traditional 

Appalachian churches of 
days gone by. Stained glass 
windows filtering soft forest 

sunrays and soft organ 
music accent an ambience 

fitting the wedding ceremony. * ' 
Inside wooden pews will seat 

approximately 60 guests. 

Linda Patterson, owner of the chapel, said the idea for it began with a 
bell, and now that bell rings as newlyweds exit the door of the chapel. 

f f > » * £ i k Cmtmmia • ChCmk • 'Photogmpk 1 
L • fhnm • r^rrptiom • £odpng • £immm J 

To arrange your wedding or renewing of your wedding rows, call 

I 2 5 6 - 6 3 4 - 4 1 8 1 

r. 
An 

Hunting 8t TUkuuj 

1952 County, Road 759 Robert "Cub" & Michelle Brown 
Valley Head.AL 35989 256-635-6420 

Auction Company 
Real Estate - Auctions 

35 Riverhaven Lane • Cloudland, GA 30731 
David Tidmore, Broker Office (404) 357 -1130 
dtidmore(5)prodigv.net Fax (706) 862 -2545 

Stop by & chat with Bernise at 

C R O W S ' N E S T 

A N T I Q U E S 
Antiques 

collectibles, 
g lassware, books 

256-634-4548 
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Angela J . Wood 
Owner and AL/GA Broker 

6090 Highway 117, South 
P.O. Box 44 

Lookout Mountain Parkway 
Mentone, Alabama 35984 i E-mail address • AngelaWood@Earthlink.net 

Office: (256) 634-4672 
Home: (256) 634-4169 

1-888-256-1276 

Fax:(256)634-4702 

Website - www.LookoutMountainProperties.com 

(1) COTTAGE STYLE HOME IN VALLEY HEAD. 
Original Pine Floors and Old doors. 3 bdrm, 1 bath. 
Living and separate dining. Butcher Block Island and 
all appliances. C/HA. Sunroom. 4.7S acres. $87,500. 

(2) RUSTIC CABIN, on the East Brow. See Weiss Lake In 
the distance from these 7 acres. 2 bedroom 2 bath with 
open living, Kitchen area, Large Loft, all appliances stay. 
$124,900. 

(3) WEST FORK SUBDIVISION. Private, yet only 
minutes from Mentone. 2 lots with combined 
footage on water of 593 ft. 4.4 acres wooded, on the 
cul-de-sac. $65,000. 

(4) MENTONE COTTAGE, all new plumbing. Stone fire
place. Remodeled with new flooring throughout Sits on 
3 lots. 3 bdrm 1 bath. Screened porch & fenced 
$73,500, REDUCED $65,000. 

(5) ONE OF A KIND LOG. STONE AND CEDAR (6) NESTLED ON A SHADY LOT sits this 
SHAKE LODGE. This unique find is complete with 
Heart Pine Plank floors throughout. Open Great 
room and a loft with built-in beds. Stone fireplace 
in Living area, and the custom kitchen with a stone 
fireplace. French doors open to the sleeping 
porches and master Bdrm. A must see, with much 
more to offer. 8206,000. REDUCED to $275,000. 

3 bedroom 2 bath cottage with Rock fireplace 
and screened porch. A Metal roof soothes 
the sound of summer rain. Located on 
DeSoto Parkway, minutes from Park and 
Mentone. $69,900. 

(7) MOUNTAIN RIVER ESTATES. A River runs 
through it! Direct Access from the Lookout Mtn. 
Parkway, on AL Hwy 117. Minutes from Mentone 
and Cloudland, GA. Three to 7 acre riverfront Tracts 
starting at $35,500. Five to fifteen wooded stream 
tracts from $21,000. Restricted covenants apply. 

(8) COMPLETELY REMODELED AND LIKE NEW. 
One level Ranch-style home, with apartment. 3 
bdrm, 3 bath, Living room with stone Fireplace. 
Separate dining room. New kitchen cabinets, coun
ters, flooring. New Roof, lifetime warranty windows. 
Screened porch and breezeway. Wired Generator. 
So much more. Containing 3.6 acres MIL. Hwy 117, 
with commercial potential. $120,500. 

(11 ) BROW HOME IN MENTONE. 3 Bdrm 
2 bath with 3 car garage. Newly remod
eled 1.5 acres with a great view. Scenic 
Hwy. $226,000. REDUCED to $199,500. 

(Photo to left.) 

(9) WEST FORK" SUBDIVISION 5.9 acres 
with 700 ft on the River. Trails throughout, 
Large Hardwoods, and abundance of 
Unique Foliage. Private yet only minutes 
from Mentone. $78,000. 

(10) FAMILY SIZE HOME, with 3 acres within 
walking distance to downtown Mentone. 
3 bdrm 2 bath, C/HA all new flooring, Cabinets 
and counters in Kitchen. Living room, dining, 
office or 4th bdrm. 16x30 workshop and other 
outbuildings. A steal at for $94,900. 

(12) VALLEY VIEW FOREST. 11 acres with Well, 
Septic, drive, power and a great East Brow View. 
Adjoins Wild Life Management, and Little River 
Canyon National Preserve. $58,500. 

(13) OLDER FARMHOUSE. LOOKOUT MTN with 
5 acres. 3 Bdrm 2 bath. Living room, screened 
porch. Storage buildings and an old Barn. 
Quiet area, Murdock Rd. $75,000. 

(14) COMMERCIAL COTTAGE STYLE 
would make a wonderful gift shop. Gallery 
retail store of any kind. Heart of Downtown 
Mentone. 5 rooms 1 bath, Kitchenette. If 
you ever wanted a business, here is the 
Opportunity. $80,000. 

OTHER PROPERTIES 
(15) INDIAN TRAIL ESTATES. Building lots on the West Brow, above N. Ft. Payne, county road, city water 
access, view lots starting at $10,000; wooded lots starting at $6,000. 
(16) WILD RIVER COMMUNITY 220x300 on the East Fork of Little River. Secluded and Scenic, with pools 
and Rapids. $30,000. 
(17) WILDLIFE ABUNDANT on these three 20+ acre tracts. Mostly Open Land, Rolling hills, ponds. May 
be purchased individually or together. Priced $2,000 an acre. Located in Mentone area with deeded 
access road. 
(18) CANYON VIEW FOREST adjoins National Preserve, and wildlife Management. 5 acre tract, wooded 
with drive, power, well installeijjrivat^iccess behind locked Gate. Overlooks Little River Canyon 
National Preserve. $60,000. • f f l 
(19) LAUREL CREEK LAKES SUB. Lots 1&2 approx 2.77 acres wooded with half of Arrowhead lake. 
Surveyed and perked. Great place to build that Weekend retreat. $23,500. CONTRACT PENDING 
(20) 7.25 ACRES, on CO RD 106, City water available, mostly cleared with lake site, Large Oak Trees, 
where the Old Homeplace used to be. 866,000. REDUCED $49,000. 
(21) 80 ACRES of Wooded Brow property with creek and waterfall. Private drive with bridge. Great 
views, $240,000. 
(22) STATELINE ROAD. CLOUDLAND 26 acres of land with level fields and half wooded. Fruit orchards. 
Mobile Home built with den, bdrm, bath, canmnciroom, utility. All appliances. Fenced yard. $86,000, or 
will sell residence and 4 acres, $45,000. B P j Q H I B 
(23) HIDDEN BROW ESTATES. Cloudland, GA. Spectacular Views East side. 7.5 acres, 500 ft of brow 
frontage, private, large Rock bluffs, $162,500—will divide. 
(24) BUILDING LOTS, ADJACENT TO BROW. 4 lots over an acre. Level surveyed, perked. Paved Road 89 
North. Mentone. Lightly restricted. $12,000 each. 
(25) VALLEY VIEW FOREST 12 acres on the East Brow. Adjoining Wild Life Management and National 
Preserve, (pending) r 
(26) ZONED B-1. Build a business in the Middle of Mentone. 2 lots with Plenty of Rock to use from the 
old foundations and the Wood also will be part of the sale. Enough to build back a unique place. All for 
$35,000. 

MENTONE MINI STORAGE UNITS AVAILABLE 
FOR INFO, CALL ANGELA WOOD AT 256-634-4672 

mailto:AngelaWood@Earthlink.net
http://www.LookoutMountainProperties.com
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John Baty 
My Daddy, Norace Baty, did, at times, indulge in 

facetiousness to get a laugh on some of his friends. I 
recall that if I or someone close to him was having dif
ficulty performing a task, he might take over and do it 
for us. Sometimes he would then comment: "Now 
that's the difference in a man and a monkey." 

If my reading comprehension is anywhere near 
being on track, then Harvard paleontologist Stephen 
Jay Gould (Probably the staunchest modern defender 
of Darwinian Evolution) and cosmologist the late Carl 
Sagan have written that the "real" difference between 
man and other mammals is that one has some of what 
we call intelligence and the other has a little more of 
that same commodity. Same in kind but not in quanti
ty 

I guess that those great scientists were probably 
right, but I have my own opinion: I believe that the real 
distinguishing characteristic is the lengths to which a 
man will sometimes go to "put one over" on a close 
friend. I'm sure that no creature other than man would 
create so complex a scheme to be able to laugh at a 
close friend. 

Now.Daddy was not a practical joke.but once in a 
great while when chance presented an opportunity, he 
would not pass up a little fun. 

Ol' Glory, the title of this writing, was not a flag. Ol' 
Glory was a horse ("Horse" being a name for an 
equine and not designating gender.) This "horse" was 
a bay mare. She was a rather small red mare with a 
white blaze down her face. Daddy bought Ol' Glory in 
1948. 

All the persons I am intending to write about were 
good friends.therefore.l will use their real names. All' 
of them are deceased except for myself and my broth-' 
er.Larry.Daddy bought Ol' Glory from my oldest broth
er, Glenn Baty. Gave him, if I remember correctly, 
twenty dollars for her. Bought the mare to use in plow
ing a garden and pulling a one-horse wagon. Glenn 
bought the mare from his brother-in-law Bill Lusk. Bill 
told Glenn that he had worked her. Glen had only 
worked her once when he hitched her to a buggy. 
Said she appeared to be a "good buggy horse." She 
was also a very nice riding mare. Bill and Glenn had 
ridden her with good success. I, John Baty, was 
twelve years old when Daddy bought Ol' Glory in 
1948. I rode the horse, too. Glenn had told us that, 
when he rode Ol' Glory, he found her to be somewhat 
nervous and prone to "run away" if one gave her a 
slack reign. 

O l ' G l o r y 

We soon learned that Ol' Glory was very particular 
about when she worked and what type of work she 
would do. She would pull a scratcher (a type of plow 
with three to five spring teeth) or a planter or other light 
plow, but she refused to pull any heavier plow like a 
one horse turning plow. (The little Oliver Grover turner 
was only slightly heavier than a scratcher.) Also, she 
balked at pulling the one hoss wagon. And I learned 
one day that she would indeed run away if you gave 
her a slack reign when riding her. Daddy had bor
rowed some harness for her from Glenn until he could 
buy some of his own. I was returning it one day and I 
was intending to ride Glory back to our house after the 
harness was removed. We had our own collar for her 
and I climbed aboard with her wearing only the collar. 

As I was leaving the yard, Jimmy Baty, my nephew 
who was three years old at the time, asked me to 
make her run. I kicked her in the ribs with my heels 
and she left there like she was drag racing. She ran 
the three hundred yards to our place at an incredible 
speed and turned into the yard. My brother, Larry 
Baty, was four years old and he was down on his 
knees and hands in the driveway "playing" with some 
rocks. Glory jumped over Larry and veered more to 
the left when she hit the ground. I kept going on and 
out under the apple tree. I landed on the back of my 
neck and shoulders and slid out along on the Bermuda 
grass. Daddy and Mama came running. Mama was 
screaming and Daddy was trying to decide whether to 
whip me. Seeing I was hurt some, he decided against 
punishment. It was a long time before my neck was 
free of pain as I obviously injured the bone in same 
way. (I am lying here on the bed as I write and my neck 
and shoulder are hurting with the arthritis in the joints. 
I wonder how much of that pain I can blame on Ol' 
Glory?) Larry was unhurt. Daddy tried every trick and 
ruse he knew to get Glory to pull the wagon (an empty 
wagon is not heavy for a horse). She would balk and 
refuse to pull. Finally, in complete frustration, Daddy 
resorted to whipping and beating the mare, but to no 
avail. Glory was not going to work and that was that. 

I think Daddy kept the mare around for over a year, 
finally ceasing entirely to use her for work. 

I now come to a point inmy story where I will name 
and characterize some people and I wish to say that 
all these people were good friends and are all now 
deceased. 

Daddy would go to Valley Head on Sturday morning 
and meet some people he knew. Frank Hutcherson, 
Mr. Calvin Goza, Hatchie Hammonds, Bob Dean, and 
a few others would be sitting on the Depot loading 
ramp, whittling on cedar sticks with their razor-sharp 
pocket knives. 

One day, Frank Hutcherson asked Daddy if he knew 
of an old "plug" horse that he might buy to plow his 
garden. Daddy told him had had exactly what he 
described. I think Daddy priced her at $15. He later 
told me that he was willing to give Glory to Frank, or to 
ask only $10 but he was afraid that Frank would think 
there was something wrong with her and not take her\ 
Frank came and got Glory and paid what Daddy 
asked. 

Frank lived across the street from Valley Head High 
School and his garden was only about one hundred 
feet from the window of the school office. I think 
Frank's garden was already planted and some of it 
was old enough to cultivate. With someone to help 
him, Frank decided to plow his garden. He hitched 
Gloyry to somdkind of plow.. She pulled the plow out 
to the middle of the rows then stopped and turned her 
head to the side and refused to budge. Frank went 
through the usual sequence of attempts to encourage 
her, each step with increasing intensity. Finally, he 
started stripping her with a folded rope and she took 
off across the garden, sort of frog hopping and turned 
at about forty-five degrees to the line of travel destroy
ing tender young plants as she went. In complete frus
tration, Frank resorted to some high-level profanity, 
which he was not accustomed to using. He was 
shouting so loud that the school principal left his office 
and went oyer to the garden threatening to call the law 
if Frank dicln't watch his language. Said he was trying 
to teach children to behave and Frank was no decent 
example. "He meant for him to quit disturbing the tran
quility of the school work." 

The next time Daddy went for his Saturday morning 
business, Frank and the others were on the Depot 
steps. As Daddy walked up, Frank opened his knife 
and threatened to open up Daddy's abdomen right 
there on the street. Frank said in an accusing tone: 
"You knew that horse woldn't work and you didn't tell 
me!" "Well, yes," Daddy replied, "I knew how she was, 
but you didn't ask if she would work or not!" Twenty-
five years or so later, they were still wrangling over that 
deal. "Yeah, I remember that horse you sold me!" 
Frank would say. I wonder if any monkey or any ani
mal other than man has engaged in such cama
raderie?" 

Photos of the work being 
done at the intersection of Co 

Rd 89 and AL Hwy 117 in 
Mentone on the Pedestrian/ 
Bicycle Linkage and Scenic 
Beautification Project. The 
grant is from the Alabama 

Department of Transportation, 
FY 2002 Transportation 
Enhancement Program. 

There will be turning lanes 
and sidewalks at this 

intersection. 



The 

C h u r c h j 

N e w s % i t -rest- S:' 
By Evelyn Graves 

************************ 

Sunday morning services at Winston Memorial 
Presbyterian Church are held at 9AM each Sunday, 
except no services on 5th Sunday. Rev. Jerry Davis and 
Rev. L.A. Smith are alternate speakers for these services. 

************************ 
The Valley Head Baptist Church invites you to attend 

Sunday School at 10AM; Worship Service at 11AM; 
Sunday Evening Worship at 6PM; Midweek Service 
(Wednesday) at 6PM; Brotherhood breakfast and devo
tional at 8:30AM the first Sunday of each month; Women 
on Mission meet at 2PM the second Tuesday of each 
month at different homes. Everyone is welcome to come. 

************************ 

The Valley Head Methodist Church Sunday 
Worship is at 10 AM. Pastor is Wayne Nesbitt. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the services. 

************************ 
Wildwood Seventh Day Adventist Church, Mentone 

Chapter, is currently holding services in the Woodmen of 
the World Hall in Valley Head. All are invited to attend! 
Sabbath School and Song Service: 9:30-10:45AM. 
Worship Service 11:00-12:15. Pastor - Wilbur Atwood; lay 
Pastors - James Hartley and Ryan Bunnel. 

************************ 
The Harmony Grove Baptist Church invites everyone 

to come and worship with them. God's Country Church is 
located on Co. Rd 239 (Hawkins Road). Sunday School is 
at 9:45AM; Morning Worship is at 11AM; Evening Worship 
is at 6PM; Wednesday Night Prayer service is at 6PM. 

************************ 
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church on N. Gault 

Avenue in Fort Payne holds mass services at 10:30AM 
each Sunday; and Communion services at 5PM on 
Tuesdays. 

************************ 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 1519 Smith Gap 

Road (County Road 85), Fort Payne. Regular worship 
services are at 10AM and Sunday School at 9AM. Steve 
Schrader, pastor - 845-4314. All are welcome. 

************************ 

Walnut Grove Baptist Church, on Highway 11 north of 
Fort Payne, welcomes everyone at Sunday School at 
10AM, Worship Service at 11AM, Wednesday night youth 
meeting with snacks, lessons, and activities at 6PM, and 
Wednesday night prayer meeting at 6:30 PM. 

************************ 

Anyone interested in observing the Sabbath and Holy 
Days, call 845-2246 for time and location. 

************************ 
Presbyterian Church worship service at Cloudland 

begins at 10AM (EST), and the Menlo service begins at 
11:15AM (EST). 

************************ 
Menlo Church of Christ invites you to attend the 10-

and-11AM services and evening services are at 7 and 
9PM. Visitors are always welcome. 

*********************** 
Mount Calvary Baptist Church, Cloudland, GA, wel

comes everyone to come and take part in our church serv
ices. Sunday School at 10AM; Worship Service at 11AM. 
Sunday evening at 6PM, and Wednesday evening at 7PM. 

Lighthouse Fellowship, Cloudland. Turn at the pro
duce stand, pass the tennis court, and go to the stop sign. 
Go right two blocks. A church alive is worth the drive. 
Sunday School 10AM; Worship - 11AM, Alabama time. 
Everyone is welcome. Phone: 706-862-2607. 
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************************ 
DeSoto Church of Christ invites you to attend Sunday 

Bible Study at 10AM, Worship at 11AM. Wednesday Bible 
study at 6PM. 256-634-4147. 

************************ 
The Mentone Revival Center and Pastor Leroy Nichols 

and wife, Nell, invite everyone to join in worship on Sunday 
at 10AM worship and 11AM worship and Sunday night at 
6PM. Everyone is welcome. 

************************ 

Howard's Chapel (Church in the Rock) has regular 
services 10AM each Sunday. You are invited to attend 
these services or visit the church at other times. Casual 
dress is always acceptable. 

************************ 
Mentone Community Church Sunday School 10AM; 

Sunday Worship 10:45AM; Sunday evening service 
6:30PM. Wednesday evening service 6:30PM with Bible 
study and Teen class. Nursery provided for all services. 
Pastor Rick Haworth welcomes all. 

************************ 
The Mentone Church of God of Prophecy Sunday 

School is at 10AM, with Worship at 11AM. Evening 
Services begin at 6PM. Rev. Charles Flannigan invites 
everyone to attend regular services. 

************************ 
Mentone Church of God invites you to attend their 

church. Sunday School - 10AM; Morning Worship - 11AM. 
Sunday evening - 6PM; Wednesday evening - 6:30PM. 
Pastor Brian Hancock welcomes all. 

************************ 
St. Joseph's on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church A 

place of prayer, thanksgiving, and celebration. Come by 
any time to pray and give thanks. Open 24 hours every 
day. Sunday service is at 10:30AM. 

************************ 
The Mentone United Methodist Church services are 

at 11AM each Sunday. Sunday School is at 10AM. Pastor 
Les Brown welcomes everyone. The Ethel Brown Unit of 
UMW meets on the 1st Wednesday at 11AM in the fellow
ship hall and the Mountain Laurel Unit of UMW meets on 
the 3rd Monday at 12:30PM, subject to change due to 
scheduling. 

************************ 
Moon Lake Baptist Church welcomes you. The 

Sunday schedule is: Bible study 9:45AM; Morning Worship 
- 11AM; Children's Choir Practice - 4:30PM; Youth Choir, 
Disciple-ship Training & YGAs - 5PM; Evening Worship -
5PM; Adult Choir Practice - 7PM; Wednesday: Team Kids, 
Youth & Adult Bible Study - 6:30PM. Young Women's 
Prayer & Share Group meets each Wednesday evening at 
5:30PM. 

************************ 
Cove Road Baptist Church invites all children of the 

surrounding area to attend children's church. Parents are 
also invited for S S and church. SS at 9AM; Worship at 
10AM. Sunday Evening Worship at 5PM. All times CST. 

************************ 
Lea's Chapel Baptist Church welcomes you to wor

ship with us. 10AM Sunday Bible Study, 11AM Morning 
Worship, 6PM Evening Worship, Wednesday 6-8PM 
Awana (ages 4 to 18); 6:30PM Praise and Prayer Time. 
Located at 4212 County Road 751. 635-1001. 

************************ 
The Fort Payne Christian Center and Pastor Ken & 

Elaine Holleman invite everyone to join in Worship on 
Sunday at 10AM. Wednesday Evening at 6:00 PM. God 
Bless you. 

************************ 

' / t j ' .— 

St. Joseph's On-the-Mountain 
Episcopal Church 
Mentone, Alabama 

A n n o u n c e s 
Summer Sunday Evening 

Services 
June 20, thru August 29th 

at 6:00 P.M. 

Compline 
June 20th 
(Book of Common Prayer) 

Night Prayer 
June 27th 

(New Zealand Prayer Book) 

Homecoming" 
Moon Lake Baptist Church 

Sunday, August 29 
All former members are invited to 

attend the morning serv ice at 11AM. 
Former pastor, Gary Kendrick, will 

be the speaker. L u n c h will be 
provided, followed by singing and 

fel lowship in the afternoon. P lease 
make a specia l effort to attend 

Dial-A-Devotional 
634-0103 

is provided daily by Jimmy Graves a s 
an extended ministry of the Moon Lake 

Baptist Church . Feel free to call any 
time of the day or night. 

************************ 

Mentone's Mayor, 
C. E. Britt, is currently at the 

Oak View Nursing and 
Rehabilitation, PO Box 449, 

960 Highland Avenue, 
Summerville, GA 30747 

Anyone wishing to contact him or send him a letter 
or card may do so at the above address. 
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G o d ' s M i n u t e 
By Ruby Brock 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shal l find rest unto your sou ls , for 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light 

Matt. 11:28-30 
It seems to me that Jesus gives us an answer for 

this. Everyone you see has problems they can't 
solve, but Jesus ! just said come unto me, I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me. 
My yoke is easy. You can find rest unto your souls. 
The body may get tired but the soul can have peace, 
and that is what we need most of all. 

Let J e s u s give you rest! 

r SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS, 1 
EVENTS, AND OTHER DATES 

MENTONE SPRINGS HOTEL 120TH ANNIVERSARY 
Celebrating the o pening o f t he M entone S prings 

Hotel as the "Oldest Hotel in the State of Alabama". 
Revisit, Rediscover, and Relax at the "Crossroads" 
now called Mentone, Alabama 

Schedule of Events 
September 3, 2004 

Walking Tour of Mentone concluding at Brow Park 
to celebrate a Lookout Mountain sunset with story
telling by Jack Jones. Meet at the Hotel for Horse 
and Carriage Rides to Brow Park just like in the early 
days of Mentone. Red Door Cafe to serve refresh
ments and sweets and treats on the Brow. 

Mentone Springs Hotel Flower Show a competition 
of local Garden Clubs from the area showing their 
expertise in flower design throughout the Hotel. 

September 4, 2004 
Celebration Dinner to celebrate 120 years of histo

ry in the Hotel. Listen to tales from previous owners 
Ray and Sandra Padgett. 

September 5, 2004 
Low Country Boil served on the Porch of the Hotel. 

This is one of the most popular meals served on the 
Hotel's 3000 square foot porch. 

Mv Fair Ladle book signing by Rebecca Noojin 
local author whose cookbook is one of our chefs 
favorite bibles. 

September 11-12, 2004 
Desoto Fiber Guild group of Women Weavers 

• meet annually at the Hotel displaying their work. 
Seminars of Chair Caning, spinning of thread, weav
ing fabric, and other items having to do with textiles. 
Learn to cane your chair. Or just watch some great 
ladies at work with what they love to do. 

Antique Show on the Lawn displays of antiques 
and pottery from areas around the Mountain. 

September 17, 2004 
Candelight Dinner on the Porch an evening of fine 

dining on the Porch of the Hotel with Pianist Charlie 
Teer entertaining everyone. 

September 18, 2004 
Barbeque on the Lawn a casual affair of good 

food, simpler times, and the entertainment of the 
"Big Band Era" echoing from the Gazebo Stage. 
Barbeque chef David "Rabbit" Richards shows off 
his unique Barbeque skills. 

September 19, 2004 
Gospel Choral Recital an exciting concert of local 

churches and their choirs performed in the Gazebo 
on the front lawn of the Hotel. A throw-back to the 
old spiritual revivals of the past. 

September 25, 2004 
Ladies Golf Tournament at Cloudmont Saddlerock 

Golf Course. Award ceremony to be held at Rusty 
Fox Cafe. 

Men's Golf Tournament to beheld at 'Lil Mole Run 
Golf Course with Award ceremony to be held at 
Rusty Fox Cafe. 

Barefoot Dance Party The summer is ending, but 
there is always One Last Dance and Mountain 
Romance to be enjoyed. Dance to the up-beat 
rhythms in the cool green grass of the front lawn. 

B E A PART O F THE MONTH-LONG 
CELEBRATION O F THE " O L D E S T HOTEL 
IN THE STATE O F ALABAMA" H E R E AT 
THE MENTONE SPRINGS HOTEL. C A L L 
256-634-4040 OR 800-404-0100 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION OR TO B O O K YOUR 
RESERVATION. 

WWW.MENTONESPRINGSHOTEL.COM 

•Sunday, July 4, and Monday, July 5, 
4th of JULY HOLIDAY 

•Tuesday, July 6, 6:30 PM, DeSoto Rescue 
Squad, Mentone Community House 

•Tuesday, July 6, 7 PM, MAPA Picnic on the 
Brow, Brow Park, 7PM. Bring a covered dish. 

•Tuesday, July 6, Mayor Pro Tern to give 
notice of the 2004 elections. 

•Monday, July 12, 6PM, Town Council Meeting, 
Mentone Town Hall meeting room, 

open to the public 
•Tuesday, July 13,12:30, Rhododendron 

Garden Club Meeting, Mentone Community 
House 

•Tuesday, July 13, American Legion meeting 
6:30 p.m., American Legion Hall 

•Saturday, July 17, 1-5 PM, GATime, 
10th Anniversary of Mountain Mamas 

•Saturday, July 17, 6:30 PM, Mentone Musical 
Mountain Strings, Mentone Square -

the lawn of Mentone Inn 
•Thursday, July 22, 4PM, Waterworks Board 
Meeting, Mentone Town Hall meeting room, 

open to the public 

http://WWW.MENTONESPRINGSHOTEL.COM

