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Mentone Pays Tribute to Probate Judge Paul Thomas 
Judge Thomas slipped from a high rock at 

his mountain side home in Rainsvi l le and fell 
about 45 feet to his death on Thursday, J u n e 
24, only a day after celebrating his 60th birth-
day .Sou rces from the D e K a l b County 
Sherif f 's Department said Thomas apparent
ly went outside to throw food scraps over the 
bluff, lost his footing and fell. 

T h o m a s w a s first elected Probate Judge in 
1976, the first of five consecut ive terms. 
Thomas ' 26 yea rs of serv ice placed him a s 
one of the longest serv ing judges in 
A labama. 

Thomas ' first political endeavor came at 
age 15 when he helped people without trans
portation get to the polls. 

Thomas attended Fyffe High School , where 
he w a s captain of the football team and pres
ident of the Student Government Associat ion. 
He graduated in 1962. 

T h o m a s attended Northeast Community 
Col lege and Florence State (now University 
of North A labama , where he played on the 
football team. 

He w a s n a m e d a s solid w a s t e superv isor 
for the DeKa lb County Health Department in, 
1975, and elected to the Sy lvan ia Town 
Council in 1976. 

Thomas w a s re-elected probate judge four 
t imes, running unopposed in three of those 
elections. He served a s president of the 
A labama Probate Judges Associat ion from 
1989-1990. 

T h o m a s w a s a member of the Broadway 
Baptist Church in Rainsvi l le , and w a s a 
member of Rainsvi l le Masonic Lodge and a 
Shriner. 

Se rv i ces were held at 2pm at the Tom Bevil l 
Lyceum at Northeast A labama Community 
Col lege with the R e v s . Roger Graham, Kev in 

McCre less and Pat McFadden and State 
S e n . Lowell Barron officiating. Burial fol
lowed at Mt. V iew Cemetery Mausoleum. 
W.T. Wilson Funera l Home w a s in charge of 
arrangements. 

Survivors include his wife, Debra Thomas , 
of Rainsvi l le; daughters, Pau la T h o m a s of 
Fort P a y n e , and Angie T h o m a s of 
Scottsboro; stepson a nd wife, Brandon a nd 
Sharron Light, of Fort Payne ; s is ters, G lenda 
Lance , of Tyrone, GA. , Frankie Traylor, of 
Powel l , and Sy lv ia Wil l iams of Sect ion; and 
grandchildren, B lake Young, J e s s i c a S h e d , 

and Savannah Shed . 
In lieu of f lowers, the family requests dona

tions to Miracle Baby Fund for Regina Webb, 
at First Southern ' National Bank, P O Box 
680894, Fort Payne , A L 35968; or the gener
al fund at Northeast A labama Community 
Col lege. 

"Senator Lowell Barron sa id , "This is a sad 
day for the family and f r iends of Pau l 
Thomas , a s well a s for DeKalb County and 
the State of A labama. He w a s a true servant 
of the people, no matter if they were rich or 
poor. He had th^ biggest heart of anyone I've 
ever known. He spent his life serving others, 
whether it was through public office or in his pri
vate life." 
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