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Continuing Career 

World War I Ace; 
Business Developers-
Significant Artist 

" I n l o o k i n g b a c k t h r o u g h t h e haze of 
years , l o n g e l a p s e d s i n c e p a i n t i n g 'The L i t t l e 
M a r k e t at San M i g u e l , ' I f i n d t h e h i g h v i b ran t 
c o l o r s are s t i l l t he re . Bu t m y eyes are d i m m e d 
w i t h age a n d m y m e n t a l p a t h w a y s s o m e t i m e s 
l ose t he i r c o n n e c t i o n s . Howeve r , t h e c l o t h i n g 
of t h e p e o p l e , t h e c o n t r a s t of t h e f o r e f r o n t 
d i s p l a y a n d t h e e a r t h e n w a r e on t h e s h e l v e s 
al l b e s p e a k t he i r i m p o r t a n c e in t h e c o m p o s i 
t i o n , w h e r e a s in t h e b a c k g r o u n d t h e c a t h e d r a l 
g i ves t h e m y s t i c h o p e of s a l v a t i o n tha t is ever 
p r e s e n t w i t h i n us a l l . " 

T h e s e are t h e w o r d s of W i l l i a m Ter ry 
B a d h a m d e s c r i b i n g o n e of h is f avo r i t e pain
t i n g s . 

T o have r e a c h e d t h e t e n d e r age of 90, s t i l l 
in e x c e l l e n t h e a l t h a n d fu l l o f v igor , is an en
v iab le a c c o m p l i s h m e n t . H i s eyes have a r igh t 
t o have d i m m e d a b i t . Bu t s o m e h o w it h a s n ' t 
s t o p p e d h i m f r o m s h o o t i n g h is age at go l f , 
w a l k i n g t h r e e m i l e s da i l y ( ra in or sh ine) , d o i n g 
t h e fu l l r e g i m e n of m i l i t a r y e x e r c i s e s at leas t 
da i l y (if he has t r o u b l e g e t t i n g t o s l e e p he w i l l 
d o t h e m a g a i n t o re lax h is m ind ) , a n d e m b a r k 
ing o n a n e w ca ree r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h is pa in
t i n g , s 

J u s t as i m p o r t a n t as t h e a s p e c t of 
p h y s i c a l f i t n e s s is t h a t c a t h e d r a l w h i c h has 
a l w a y s b e e n in t h e b a c k g r o u n d of h is m i n d . In 
h is w o r d s : " I t ' s eas ie r t o d o r igh t t h a n t o c o m 
m i t a w r o n g . A m a n c a n n o t s u c c e e d a lone . He 
w i l l a l w a y s need h e l p — he lp f r o m h is G o d , 

(Continued On Page 8) 
William Terry Badham At Ninety 
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t h e G R O U N D H O G 
V O L . 3 — N O . 3 J U N E 1 

Council Hears Mentone Crafts Fest iva l For 1985 

Rousing E v e n t Ju ly 6-7 Proposal To 
Extend Town Limits 

"We need some sort of control — growth is in
evitable — some sort of zoning laws and annexation 
of territory," said Attorney John Cooper at the regular 
Mentone Town Council meeting. June 3rd. 

"We can control growth, go forward, or do 
nothing and go backwards. There is no standing still. 
If we don't take in territory, we'll lose control of the 
growth of Mentone and this area. Property has gone 
up in value here: one house that cost $8,500 in 1969 
recently sold for $55,000." 

Cooper proposed taking in the area from the old 
DeSoto Park entrance on through Alpine along the 
river road and down to the Moon Lake section. There 
are two ways to annex, by state legislative act or by 
invitation to the various people in the proposed ter
ritory to be annexed. 

Mayor Hammond said that after the recent MAPA 
meeting about the future of Mentone, he had discuss
ed annexation with attorney Pat Tate, who believed 
that the town could not provide services nor keep up 
roads of more territory. 

Then ensued a discussion of whether Mentone 
had gotten its fair share of Civil Defense road work in 
the past few weeks. The mayor suggested those pre
sent take their county road complaints to the Court 
House on two Mondays each month when the county 
commission was in session. 

Cooper further suggested a grandfather clause 
for trailers — allowing those already present to re
main, but having a zoned area for future trailers. The 
mayor declined to poll council members present as 
to their preference for annexation, but he appointed a 
committee of Councilmen Hobson Kirby, Max Cash, 
Epp Meadows, and himself to consider the extension, 
if any, and zoning, if any, and report at the September 
meeting. 

Councilman Lee Davenport was ill and unable to 
attend the meeting. Visitors present were Helen Hill, 
Art and Betty Harris, Joe and Elizabeth Ann 
Stephens, Bob and Ruby Daniel, Randy Still, Homer 
Crow, Angelo Rosario and Mr. Cooper. Jean 
McGehee was present as Groundhog reporter. 

Mrs. Daniel spoke on behalf of Jean McGehee as 
council member, replacing Stanley Brown, who 
resigned at the conclusion of the meeting. She said, 
"Jean McGehee was runner-up in the election, she 
has the best interests of the city at heart, and those 
of us present believe she would make a fine addition 
to the council." Mayor Hammond said that coun
cilmen would vote at the next meeting on Mr. Brown's 
replacement. 

Committee reports were given, and Mayor Ham
mond stated that Police Chief Colquitt Jones has 
been invited to ride in the Alabama Band parade. 

The Streets Committee reported that Commis
sioner Colley has promised "this summer" to repair 
Cove Road and the road beside Moon Lake School. 

The Water Committee reported that there are still 
five places where there is more than one house on a 
meter. Letters have been sent to these families tell
ing them of the one house-one meter town law. 

Mrs. Daniel requested permission to erect two 
street signs leading to their home. This was 
unanimously passed. 

Calvin Cassidy, of Almon Associates, reported 
that the town was $30 "in the hole" on the water pro
ject and asked whether councilmen wished to spend 
$400 more replacing old galvanized pipe behind the 
Town Hall. Councilmen agreed to do this, but took no 
formal vote. 

Mr. Cassidy stated that his company would 
oversee a major clean-up and seeding along road
sides in time for camp openings. 

Councilman Stanley Brown read his resignation 
statement. Mayor Hammond and councilmen 
unanimously accepted it with regret. 

Following the meeting, Mayor Hammond urged 
Mentone citizens to express their views on annexa
tion to him and the council in writing. 

When graduation exercises were held at the 
Valley Head High School gymnasium on Tuesday 
evening, June 4, Mentone's Ann Cash was valedic
torian and the salutatorian was Steve Chambers, also 
of Mentone. Both are graduates also of Moon Lake 
Elementary School. 

Other Mentone graduates from the 1985 Valley 
Head High School are: Ginger Bell, Anita Biddle, 
Barry Blalock, Steve Flanigan, Rachel Golden, Jeff 
Harrison, Connie Hilliard, Tammy Kirby, Allen Husky, 
Bill Milligari, Jim Tate and Glen Tishan. 

Cheryl Smith and Krissy Worthey were 
Salutatorians and Paul Blalock was Valedictorian 
when graduation exercises were held at Moon Lake 
Baptist Church for Moon Lake Elementary School 
Tuesday evening, June 8. 

Ready For 

Stanley Brown and David Mays working on new 
shelter roof. 

Square dancers from another Crafts Festival. 

T H E J U L Y M E E T I N G | 

o f t h e 

MENTONE AREA 
| PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION! 

Election and Installation of Officers 

C O V E R E D D I S H S U P P E R 

Bring your favorite dish and honor the 
ingoing and outgoing officers. 

Call Mabel Kirk (634-4108) for details 

M E N T O N E S P R I N G S H O T E L 
J u l y 2 , 1 9 8 5 

7 :00 p . m . 

According to PrinciDal Charles Bell, the full list of 
graduates is as follows: Danny Blalock, Paul 
Blalock, Michelle Chambers, Chris Collins, Wendy 
Crow, Michelle Durham, Joey Hall, Tammy Hopper, 
Nelson Kerby, Sandy Sharp, Cheryl Smith, Julie 
Taylor, Jennifer Troutt and Krissv Worthev. 

Sarina Voight, David Baker, Jeff Dunaway and 
Shawn Dauthet of Mentone graduated from Fort 
Payne High School. 

Moon "Lake School was duly represented in the 
1985 graduating class of the University of Alabama at 
Tuscaloosa. Principal Charles Bell received a 
Masters in Education in School Administration. Sixth 
grade teacher Billy Berry received his MA in Elemen
tary Education. 

Registration for the 75 exhibition and demonstra
tion spaces is completely full for the 9th Annual 
Crafts Festival at Mentone's Brow Park on Friday and 
Saturday, July 6 and 7, according to President Linda 
Brown. Large attendance is expected. Vice president 
Stanley Brown, Charlie Drake, and David Mays have 
completed the roof over the concrete platform, which 
will give shelter for performers and haven in case of 
rain. 

Registrations are already being taken for 1986. 
Spacing for the exhibitors has been greatly im

proved. A path will lead visitors from the main road in
to a well marked side area and back onto the road. No 
vehicles will be allowed in the entire exhibition area, 
thus allowing for better continuity and easier shopp
ing. 

On Saturday, all food will be handled by the Men-
tone Church of God. Ice cream will be available on 
Saturday and Sunday. Dorothy Crow is in charge of 
the food on Sunday and plans to serve barbecue. The 
fire department drinks trailer will be present both 
days, and the United Methodist Church Women will 
have baked goods. 

At 9:30 on Sunday morning, the Rev. Bob 
Blackwell of St. Joseph's Church will lead the devo
tional. In addition to the standard entertainment of 
square dancing and clogging, entertainment chair
man Ovie Blalock hopes to have blue grass music 
and a gospel quartet. 

Facilitating communications this year, walkie-
talkies will be used by the festival officers. In charge 
of the traffic flow will be Milton Howard, Luke Lucas, 
and the Dixie Youth ball players. Signs will be erected 
leading to the site; Raymond and Bobby Brown will 
do this. Bobby Brown is also arranging for the 
festival's electrical needs. Security and clean-up are 
manned by H. P. Goss and Luke Lucas. 

At the gates will be the ladies of the Rhododen
dron Garden Club. They will also have their usual 
plant booth. 

It is not too late for advertisers who wish to place 
an ad in the program given to all visitors to contact 
Linda Brown. Anyone wishing to contribute to the 
festival through the Friends of the Festival section 
should get in touch with Feme Fitzgerald. Christa 
Brown is in charge of publicity to all media. The prin
cipal souvepir of the festival, the green and white sun 
visors, will once again be available. 

C o l o n e l H o w a r d ' s D r e a m 
C o u l d B e F u l f i l l e d 

One of the dreams of Mentone's Colonel Milford 
Howard was revived at the June 4th MAPA meeting in 
the Mentone Springs Hotel. Billy McDow, president 
of the DeKalb County Tourists Association, spoke on 
a goal of the Little River Advisory Council (made up of 
representatives from DeKalb, Cherokee, and Etowah 
Counties) to have a road, proposed as Lookout Moun
tain Parkway, from Noccalula Falls to Rock City. 

After his talk, a resolution was passed: "Because 
the proposal for Lookout Mountain Parkway was first 
outlined by a Mentone citizen, Col. Milford Howard, 
we propose that the MAPA lend all possible support 
to the new proposal of the Little River Advisory Coun
cil in its outline for the scenic highway." 

It was in 1925 that Col. Howard held a planning 
session at Hal Howe's Hotel (now the Mentone Inn). 
The colonel himself staked the route from Mentone 
to Gadsden. Because of financial and routing con
flicts, Col. Howard's Scenic Highway was abandon
ed. However, a result was DeSoto Parkway (Highway 
89). Frank Kirk helped with the survey in 1925. 

Some of those present at the MAPA meeting 
feared that Mentone would become too congested if 
the highway were ever to be a reality. Others pointed 
out that Mentone was established for tourists. 

Doyle Benefield, retired former head of DeSoto 
State Park, stated that tourists do not bring noise and 
litter; these come from local residents. 

While some thought the highway would bring 
noise and litter and heavy traffic, others were remind
ed of the Blue Ridge Parkway and the Natchez Trace, 
as examples of beautiful planned scenic routes. 

S u r v e y N o w I n P r o g r e s s 
Determination of Cable-TV service for Mentone is 

well underway with the mailing this week of some 130 
questionnaires to Mentone citizens by H.W. Kidder 
of Fort Payne, now operating in Piny Flats, Ten
nessee. Success of the project is dependent on affir
mative returns from some 75 percent of those in the 
survey. 

The questionnaires will be accompanied by a self-
addressed envelope and are relatively simple to fill 
out. He hopes for a prompt reply in order that early 
work may begin. Following definite possibility, a 
tower-earth station in the northern part of town could 
be completed in little more than a month. 

H a i l to the Graduates 



MAPA Minutes 
The June meeting of the Mentone Area Preserva

tion Association was held at the Mentone Springs 
Hotel on June 4, 1985, with Director Homer Crow 
presiding. Following approval of the minutes, 
Treasurer Shurlee Froehler reported a balance of 
$4,477.63 as of June 1. Editor Charles McGehee 
presented the treasurer a check of $400 from 
GROUNDHOG surplus. The Rhododendron Festival 
was declared a success with income of $2,267, with 
$1,271.29 in expenses thus far. Marty Griffin reported 
that all was going well with plans for the GROUND
HOG CLASSIC RUN in October. She suggested the 
river rides be repeated in the fall. 

The town of Mentone will pay the money for the 
local map in the DeKalb County brochure. Betty Har
ris is still looking for someone to work on the 
triangle. Angelo Rosario agreed to be chairman for 
the Fall Color Fest. Assisting will be Shurlee Froehler 
and Doyle Bennefield. Guests were Doyle Benefield 
and the speaker Billy McDow. (See story page 1). 

The nominating committee consisting of Randy 
Still, Maggie Cordell, and Jean McGehee submitted 
the following slate of officers which will be elected 
and installed at the July meeting: 

Director — Amelia Brooks 
Associate Director — Donna Bukley 
Secretary — Bill Riedesel 
Treasurer — Shurlee Froehler 
— Digested from the minutes of Amelia Brooks 

DeKalb Co. Caves 
Summer visitors to Mentone and DeKalb County 

are usually interested in visiting the area caves. 
Sequoyah, located just north of Valley Head, is 

operated by Ken Pennington, regional artist, expert 
on Indian lore, and president of Alabama Mountain 
lakes. Regular tours are conducted seven days a 
week from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Manitou Cave in Fort Payne will be open June 
through August this year, according to Manager 
Steven C. Jordan. Tours are 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. For 
further information about groups of 20 or more, call 
845-0972 or 845-1332. 

L e t t e r T o T h e E d i t o r 
To the folks who get out THE GROUNDHOG: 

I want to commend you all on doing a bang-up job. 
I. have been in newspaper work all my life and I know 
it's not easy to come up with an interesting issue 
every time, but you all do. Some of my newspaper 
work was on a non-profit community-participation 
paper, and I know it is especially hard to put together 
what it takes to put it out, and keep it together month 
after month. To get the work done, and generate 
enough revenue to pay the bills, you all must have a 
very dedicated and competent staff. 

Keep up the good work. 
Porter Harvey 
Publisher, THE ADVERTISER-GLEAM 
Guntersville, Alabama 

F r o m M e n t o n e , A u s t r a l i a 

While on a trip through the southeast recently, Arling 
and Edna Fairchild noticed Mentone, Alabama, on the 
map. They were naturally interested because in 1942 
during World War II, he was stationed in Australia 
with the army engineers. He met Edna, a native of 
Mentone, Australia, also named for Mentone, France. 
They were married in the Church of England in 1845, 
came to Des Moines, Iowa, to live and have now 
retired to Horseshoe Bend, Arkansas. They came to 
The Hitching Post, were graciously received by Ber-
nise Crow and photographed by Angelo Rosario 

I 
| To MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION 
| ASSOCIATION, BOX 50 in support of the objec-
i fives of MAPA, desiring to join with others in 
j preserving and protecting the heritage, natural 
J environment and other unique qualities of life in 
I the Mentone area, I enclose $10 for voting 
' membership for one through June 1986. 

NAME:. 

A D D R E S S : 

P H O N E : _ 
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Groundhog 
Published monthly by the Mentone Area 
Preservation Association. First conceived 
on Groundhog Day, 1982, and organized 
April 6,1982, for trie purpose of preserving 
and protecting the heritage, natural en
vironment, and other unique qualities of 
life in the Mentone Area. Chartered as a 
non-profit organization by the State of 
Alabama. 

Charles White McGehee, Editor 
Jean McGehee, Associate Editor 

Donna Bukley, Advertising, 634-4678 
Homer Crow, Director 

Donna Bukley Associate Director 
Amel ia Brooks, Secretary 

Shurlee Froehler, Treasurer 

Brow Briefs 
On Saturday afternoon, May 3, a new interpretive 

center was dedicated at DeSoto State Park. The new 
center was named in honor of Doyal Benefield, 
manager of the park from 1970 to 81. 

* * * 
Last month's cover story enthusiastically 

elevated Mrs. Marjorie Berry to the role of a nursing 
director at DeKalb Baptist Medical Center. She is ac
tually a registered nurse on the staff. 

* * « 

Congratulations to the Alabama Historical 
Association on its recent election of James R. 
Kuykendall, a real friend of Mentone, as president. 

* * * 
Mentone has a good friend in the high places of 

Alabama Mountain Lakes Association. Ken Penn
ington, operator of Sequoyah Caverns, a talented ar
tist whose work has graced THE GROUNDHOG, is 
now President. Operating from state funds and serv
ing 16 north Alabama counties, Alabama Mountain 
Lakes is a non-profit organization, dedicated to pro
motion of the natural advantages of such places as 
Mentone. 

* * * 
Councilman Lee Davenport is "improving nicely 

and should be home in about three weeks" from 
University of Alabama Medical Center, according to 
Mrs. Davenport, who is rigorously commuting bet
ween Birmingham and Mentone. He is now in advanc
ed therapy and responding well. 

* * * 
Following the tornadoes in Canada, Zora 

Strayhorn called Marie and Bill Shadgett, who said 
the storms missed their area. They are safe and 
sounded homesick for Mentone. 

* * * 
Charles Counts, famed potter, announces classes 

for the remainder of the summer at his Rising Fawn 
Center on the mountain: July 15-19 Basic Baskets: ex
ploring shape, discovering materials by Polly Har
rison; July 15-19 Porcelain Pottery with Marianne 
Weinberg Benson; August 19, Writers and Artists 
Symposium. 

Three Generations 

Commander Leonard Shigley of the American Legion 
Post snapped this photo during Decoration Day at 
Whitehall Cemetery on May 18th. It was without the 
knowledge of young Kevin Worthey, who was in the 
act of placing flags at the graves of his father, Eddie 
Worthey, a veteran of the Vietnam War; his grand
father Robert, who served in World War II, and his 
great-grandfather James, a veteran of World War I. 
Kevin's father, who died several months ago, had 
served as local policeman and as a member of the 
Rescue Squad and the American Legion. 

V I E W P O I N T 
By Charles White McGehee 

Around 1880 a man named Ed Mason came to live 
at one of the scattered houses on this mountain. He 
was a promoter and surveyor. Impressed by the beau
ty of this place, he began sending out brochures and 
placing ads in such faraway publications as THE 
NEW YORK TIMES. One such ad caused a Dr. Frank 
Caldwell to come here with enough money to build a 
huge hotel. Interested in developing a resort-tourist 
center, Ed Mason laid out a town around the hotel. 
They named the town and the hotel for Mentone, 
France, a famous tourist center. 

Without the enthusiasm for tourism by Ed Mason, 
Mentone could well be just a number of straggling 
houses — the Mentone Inn, Hitching Post, Town 
Hall, Post Office, and St. Joseph's-on-the-Mountain 
never constructed. 

Today Mentone is a wonderful small town, which 
most citizens want that way. But most citizens are 
agreed that we have some basic needs which should 
be met if we are to remain an incorporated area. How 
best to meet these needs, and yet remain the kind of 
town we want to maintain? 
• At a recent Hospitality and Tourism Conference 

in Birmingham it was announced that 1984 showed a 
15 percent increase in spending by tourists. This 
represented an astounding $3.3 billion tourist income 
for Alabama. According to Alabama Mountain Lakes, 
DeKalb County received approximately $24-million of 
this amount. Is Mentone getting its share? It should 
because DeKalb's major tourist attractions are in 
Mentone. 

As a community we should analyze our assets in 
order that we might increase our incomes and well-
being. Easily our camps and tourist attractions pro
vide the most income and employment for our 
citizens, especially in summer. It is the decided opi
nion of this writer that we are doing minimally what 
we should to utilize this asset. This income should be 
tunneled into our police and fire protection, our 
school, the businesses of those courageous enough 
to open establishments here. 

In last week's cover story Jimmy Berry said what a 
lot of people are expressing in various ways: "I don't 
want it to stand still, but I don't want it to go commer
cial either." 

We just may be at a state where a growth momen
tum will be discouraged and diminished to the extent 
that it's not a matter of standing stil l, but declining. 
Progress need not be smokestacks, tinselled shops 
along the highway, or rows of cheap hamburger 
stands. Progress can mean increasing input of order
ly tourists who will eat at our restaurants, shop at our 
gifts places, stay at our inns, enfoy DeSotO^Falts, 
DeSoto Park, and our other attractions. 

Ruby O'Rear once said that she enjoyed the hap
py sound of the children from the camps in summer 
and the sounds of the tourists. She implied that we 
know we will have the place largely to ourselves in 
winter. Our winter business has been made more 
substantial by the Cloudmont Ski Resort. There are 
other winter activities that need not appreciably 
disturb our peace. 

I don't know who invented the phrase "Mentone 
— Alabama's Best Kept Secret" which Amelia 
Brooks showed to the entire nation on Wheel of For
tune. This town is no longer a secret, nor should it be. 
We have things to be proud of. We have scenic nature 
places that should be seen by more and more people, 
but in protected, coordinated usage. It is only natural 
that people gravitate toward spots of beauty. 

Certainly there are secret reasons in the hearts of 
each of us about why we came to Mentone. But Men-
tone itself is a secret we cannot hide forever. The ma
jor issue is how best to improve our community at
titudes, draw together on some solutions, and look 
positively to our possibilities. 

One practical suggestion is to raise our mayor's 
salary, that the time spent is well worth while. We pay 
Mayor Hammond $1,200 annually; Mayor Crow of 
Valley Head receives $10,000. 

If Alabama is getting over $3-billion annually and 
DeKalb County $24-million, Mentone is entitled to its 
share. That share can best come from aspects of the 
tourist industry. Our youth camps, which have been 
declared a million dollar industry, do their share in 
providing employment for our people, and business 
volume for our merchants. Some campers like Men-
tone so much that they return to build summer 
homes or to retire here. 

The flow of tourist business can be an orderly and 
constructive small-town process. We, the citizens, 
need some visionary thinking and decision-making. 

Who can doubt that we truly need at least two 
policemen, for full 24-hour protection; someone on 
full-time duty at the firehall; our own water system, 
not dependency on Fort Payne; better maintenance 
of our streets? Who would want it said that we died 
off, without encouraging new leadership, new 
residents, new ideas — leaving Mentone a 
crossroads at the top of the mountain, much too 
quiet. 

These important answers depend on all of us 
working together: The Town Council, which must 
look to fiscal responsibility; the churches and civic 
groups, including the Mentone Area Preservation 
Association, which truly wants to preserve the uni
que historic and natural attributes of this community. 
It's no secret that we all want to make and keep Men-
tone the best little small town in America — main
taining its beauty and utilizing its assets for our well-
being. 



V i e t n a m C o r r e c t i o n s 
In last month's Groundhog, the editor stated in 

his "Viewpoint" column that he expected to make 
corrections to his list of Vietnam veterans in the Men-
tone area since accurate lists are difficult to achieve. 
One name should be deleted, that of Louis Tate Jr., 
Rocky. He served in Germany, not Vietnam. 

Names to be added to the list printed in the May 
1985 Groundhog are Bo Smith (deceased), Hughie 
(Buck) Blalock and Henry Barnett. The Groundhog 
regrets the errors and is glad to make the corrections. 

Tony Blalock brought in a poem (written by a Viet
nam buddy in 1968) which he would like to have 
published: 

VIETNAM 
Across the Pacific Ocean, Vietnam is the spot 
Ten thousand miles from you — the spot that God 

forgot. 
We work, we sweat, it's more than we can stand. 
We're not supposed to be convicts, but defenders of 

our land., 
We're members of the U. S. Armed Forces, getting 

very Vihie pay, 
Derehaih'g people with millions for a lousy two and a 

half a day; 
Living with our memories, waiting to be with our gals, 
Hoping all the while they haven't married our pals. 
Nobody knows we're living — no one gives a damn. 
At home we're forgotten; we belong to Uncle Sam. 
When we die and go to heaven, we'll hear St. Peter 

yell, 
"Let the boys from Vietnam through, for they've 

spent their time in Hell." 
Mr. Blaiock also stated that one thing Mentone 

should be thankful for — every man who served 
returned home safely. 

Please assist in bringing this list to total ac
curacy. 

Loved This Commun i t y and 
the People in It. 

We Would Like to Thank the People 

of Mentone and the Surrounding 

Community for Their Generosity and 

Kindnesses During His Illnesses and Death. 

Gai l W o r t h e y and Family 

M e n t o n e - H a v e n O f D e l i g h t 
"Haven of Delight" is title of an article about Men-

tone in the June edition of Chattanooga: Life and 
Leisure, by Bruce Bon Fleur, now an executive with 
the Young Men's Christian Association in Chat
tanooga. 

"For nearly a century Mentone has been a 
semiguarded gathering spot for the wealthy, and a 
place of inspiration for nature lovers and creative 
people," the article states, continuing that it was and 
still is an uncrowded unspoiled retreat. 

"But as news of 'Alabama's Best Kept Secret' (ac
cording to promotional bumper stickers) spreads, 
more and more individuals and families seeking 
close-by, affordable rest, relaxation and recreational 
opportunities are discovering the Mentone area." 

Several local persons who have read the article 
consider it the best recently published. It comprehen
sively outlines the background, various nature spots, 
Old Hotel Square attractions, and the area eating 
establishments. 

F i r e D e p a r t m e n t I s H a p p y 
The Rummage and Bake Sale at the firehouse on 

May 18 conducted by the North Lookout Mountain 
Fire Protection District cleared $2,180, according to 
Treasurer Eleanor Tate. A total of 36 cakes and pies 
were donated, bringing a total of $342. Bill Pullen was 
winner of the $100 bill which was raffled. 

Marty Griffin, director of the board of the 
organization, wants to thank those who made dona
tions, both for the sale and by financial contributions 
since then. All proceeds go to the many needs of the 
fire department. "It was a fun event," she said, and 
quite successful. 

MAPA 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS 
AT THE JULY MEETING 
DUES OF $ 1 0 ARE DUE! 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
Director Amelia Kirk Brooks 
Associate Director Donna Bukley 
Secretary Bill Riedesel 
Treasurer Shurlee Froehler 

Leaves For Duke 

Councilman Stanley Brown resigned his position 
at the June council meeting and left with his family 
on June 12 for Duke Divinity School in Durham, North 
Carolina, where he will embark on a four-year study 
for the Methodist ministry under a Duke Endowment 
and a scholarship from the Methodist Endowment 
Fund. 

With his wife Christa and their sons Matthew and 
Luke, he will reside at nearby Salemburg, where he 
will share a student pastorate with churches also in 
Beulah and Andrews Chapel, which will be 
celebrating its 200 anniversary next year. 

In addition to serving on the town council since 
last year's election, he was the current captain of the 
Rescue Squad. For the past year and a half he has 
been minister of 1he Whitehall United Methodist 
Church, appointed by the district superintendent of 
the Gadsden District of the North Alabama Con
ference. 

One of the founders of the Mentone Crafts 
Festival, he served as president for the first five 
years. 

Son of Raymond and Mary Brown, lifelong 
Methodists, Stan attended Moon Lake School, Valley 
Head for three years, graduating from the Ashville, 
Alabama High School, where his father was assistant 
director of Camp Sumatanga. He received an A. B. in 
Elementary Education at the University of Central 
Florida, Orlando. He did some masters work at the 
University of Alabama. 

In 1966 he enlisted in the Air Force, serving in Viet 
Nam in 1968-69. He met and married the former 
Christa Langenwalter while stationed for a time at 
Kessler Field, Biloxi, Mississippi. 

While at Duke he will be an Associate Member of 
the North Carolina Conference and retain member
ship in the North Alabama Conference. "I would like 
to return south for my ministry," he told THE 
GROUNDHOG, "but it's too early to make predic
tions." 
June 3, 1985 
To: Mayor Rob Hammond, Councilmembers Max 
Cash, Hobson Kirby, Lee Davenport, and Richard 
Meadows, and to the citizens of Mentone 
From: Stan Brown, Councilmember 
Gentlemen: 

It is with a sense of both regret and anticipation 
that I offer my resignation from the City Council of 
Mentone, Alabama, effective at the close of the June 
3 session. My family and I will be moving on June 12 
so that I can attend Duke University. We regret leav
ing, but anticipate great things for our future. 

Please allow me to share a few thoughts based on 
affection and concern for our community: 

I believe it is of utmost importance that our coun
cil and our citizens be aware that there always will be 
those who would promote and develop Mentone into 
an overcrowded resort. These are not evil people, but 
they have a different set of values and priorities than 
many of our native and adopted citizens, and we must 
acknowledge a threat to a way of life which many of 
our citizens would wish to maintain. A secret worth 
keeping should be kept, not sold to the highest bid
der. Mentone is too wonderful as it is to be spoiled by 
overdevelopment, and it should be easy to see that 
those who laugh loudest at the idea of Mentone 
becoming "another Gatlinburg" would profit most 
from just that kind of overdevelopment. 

Thank you for your consideration of these 
thoughts which I share. To the citizens of Mentone I 
remain a proud native son. 

Sincerely, 
Stan Brown 

NOTICE 
Out-of-Town Groundhog 

Readers: 

Renew Your MAPA 
Membership 
By July First 

T o C o n t i n u e R e c e i v i n g G r o u n d h o g 

G o u r d i e s G o I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Sharon Barron's Gourdies are getting interna

tional attention. A recent visitor to the Gourdie Shop 
was Major Darrell G. Dobbins, stationed with the 
special forces in Germany. He had seen the section 
on the Gourdies when Armed Forces Television 
broadcast in Germany the feature on Mentone first 
shown on Alabama Public Television. On his return to 
Germany he carried with him one of those cuddly am
bassadors from Mentone. 

The Mayor's Report 
Since last summer's campaign and election 

several people have asked me how I stand on tourism 
and development in Mentone. Mentone is not just 
one of the most beautiful places in Alabama, but in 
all of the United States. We who are fortunate enough 
to live here are stewards of one of God's greatest 
creations. 

At present Mentone does have a thriving tourist 
economy. I think all of our restaurants, inns, lodges, 
and shops are doing well, and I wish them success 
for the coming season. For the amount of private 
money invested, we have a large tourist industry. As a 
camp owner, I too, contribute to the tourist economy 
by bringing over a thousand people through the com
munity each summer. 

The question to be asked is how much tourism is 
enough? To answer this question you must also con
sider others. How many people do you want to share 
your home with? What kind of people do you want to 
share your home with? 

I personally think all our promotion and develop
ment will eventually destroy one of the finest com
munities anywhere. Most people have homes here 
because we're in the woods, and live in the country. 
They chose this lifestyle over the city. Many of our 
citizens work out of town. They can afford to move to 
the cities where they follow their trade, but they want 
the benefits of country living. You cannot enjoy the 
benefits of both country and city living in one place. 

To view the problems of too many people and too 
much development, look to the communities of Gulf 
Shores, Alabama, and Destin, Florida. I think if you in
terviewed the people who lived there before the 
"boom times," they will tell you the small town at
mosphere and spirit of community they knew are 
gone. 

If I were a mayor for just about any town other 
than Mentone, I would spend a lot of time trying to at
tract new industry and promote tourism in the area. I 
think with DeSoto State Park and the other tourist 
businesses we have in Mentone, we presently have a 
tourist industry that respects the natural beauty 
around us, and is not so large as to adversely affect 
the environment and the people who live here. But by 
getting bigger, I think we will eventually destroy the 
natural beauty of our area, and ruin the small town, 
country atmosphere that makes Mentone such a 
great placeto live, and visit. 

— Rob Hammond 

S e a s o n B e g i n s F o r 
H o t e l s A n d I n n s 

Mentone has long been famous for its hotels and 
inns. This season is already a month along, and 
owners and managers report a busy time. 

The Mentone Inn, across from the old hotel, is 
open for bed 'n' breakfast and for groups. Catering is 
also available. Amelia Kirk-Brooks says that she will 
be open until December first. This past winter the inn 
was re-plumbed and redecorated. 

Nippersink is in full operation with all of the 
Disney family helping. They will be busy until Labor 
Day. Already they are having some camper parents 
and enjoying visiting with returning guests. 

Olive Jones says that although the cabins at 
Cloudmont are being used this summer by Saddle 
Rock Girls Camp, she has six chalets available — 
"Come and enjoy our golf course and stay with us," 
she urges. Cloudmont is a peaceful spot, and there 
are hiking trails along Little River. 

DeSoto Lodge, located in DeSoto State Park 
south of Mentone on the Parkway, has a 25-unit 
motel, plus rustic vacation cabins and chalets, and 
abundance of camping area. 

The Mentone Springs Hotel has no available 
rooms at present, but tours of the facilities are 
available usually on weekends. Events are scheduled 
often in the lobby and dining room. 

Business News 

Shown above are Helena and Gabby Furgerson, 
behind the counter of their restaurant, now open for 
long hours including breakfast. 

Operating schedule is as follows: Monday 
through Thursday — 5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday — 
5:30-8. Saturday — 6-8. Sunday — 7-7. (Closed 
Tuesdays). 

The editor visited the restaurant recently, finding 
it cheerful and well-designed. He then walked on 
down for a first visit to Mentone Hardware', had a 
good chat with Ellis Clark, who seems to be develop
ing a good stock. He states that when customers ask 
for an item he does not have, he attempts to get it im
mediately, P A G E 3 



A N e w S e a s o n 
Big news about the new season at Camp Alpine is 

the construction of four new cabins. These authentic 
structures of square hand-hewn logs were built by 
the Purvis Brothers Construction Company. 

The cabins round out a camp complex whose 
focal point is a rustic lodge located on 295 wooded 
acres on a huge cliff overlooking Little River. The en
trance leads to a recreation hall with a huge fireplace. 
Above the recreation hall is a wide balcony which 
contains the camp library. 

Camp offices are in the left wing where a 
spacious porch overlooks the river. Rustic cabins in 
the wooded area each accommodate seven boys and 
a counselor. 

Alpine is divided into three living units: The Ca
nyon, for boys second through fifth grade; The Moun
tain, holding fifth, sixth and seventh grades; and Up 
Top for those who have completed eighth and ninth 
grades. Camp facilities now constitute 57 buildings. 

Each year a full-time physician and resident nurse 
are maintained throughout the season. The two four-
week sessions are limited to 240 campers. Campers 
are aged seven to 15. Fifty college age counselors are 
employed from throughout the southeast. Riding 
classes are kept small for the utmost of individual in
struction. Rescue and Water Safety are taught by cer
tified American Red Cross life-saving examiners. 

On two sports fields the campers play flag foot
ball, Softball and soccer. Other sports are volleyball, 
whiffleball, slaughterball and kickball. 

Richard O'Farrell has been director since 1959. 
The facilities were originally built by Colonel Milford 
Howard for use as a summer resort. 

Comer Scout Reservation is composed of some 
eleven counties, called the Choccolocco Council. 
The Sequoyah District embodies DeKalb and 
Cherokee counties. Comer has won the National 
Good Medal Award for safety and sanitation several 
times. 

Comer Reservation covers some 1,100 acres, in
cluding a 93-acre lake. It is divided into two camps: 
A. A. Michaels for tent camping and Allen C. Jacobs, 
twelve A-frame chalets for family camping. There are 
13 troop camping sites. 

The summer camping program places great em
phasis on merit badges — especially in rowing, 
swimming, camping, archery, environmental science, 
wilderness survival, riflery, canoeing, cooking, motor 
boating, forestry, pioneering, soil and water conser
vation, leatherwork, basketry, woodcarving and God 
and Country. 

Vacation time for families can well be a part of the 
Comer experience. Scoutmasters, troop commis
sioners, and dads are all volunteers. Simultaneous 
with the scouting program is a program for wives and 
families of scoutmasters. 

The camp is available year-round for programs in
volving Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts and similar group
ings. ' 

Built by scouts for scouters and community 
volunteers, the encampment is kept neat because 
each group utilizing the facilities assumes respon
sibility for maintaining a neat campground. Water
front facilities include swimming, paddling a canoe, 
lifesaving, rowing a boat, and various aquatics. Rifle 
and archery rangers are under adult supervision. The 
camp Trading Post makes such items available as 
handicraft, camp T-shirts, candies, drinks and similar 
items. 

Director is Bob Dunaway. Assistant camp director 
is Mike Bobo. Business director is Roy Johnson. 

Camp DeSoto consists of forty-eight buildings, 
placed in a natural setting. The dining hall seats over 
300 campers. The gym makes possible basketball, 
kickball and other gardes. The stage, with dressing 
rooms on either side, is often used for dramatic pro
ductions and for worship on Sundays. 

Other gathering places for smaller groups include 
High Hill, a building beyond the play field, with room 
for meetings, a stage for performances, rehearsals 
and other activities — plus an enclosed lodge which 
houses the library, with a fireplace at one side. 

All living quarters are frame buildings with screen 
around the top on all sides. A counselor lives in each 
cabin with the girls. The bath houses are spaced at 
convenient intervals along hut row, equipped with 
showers and flush toilets. 

In the area for the youngest campers, Enchanted 
Forest has cabins that are spacious, with ample-room 
for play and equipped with plumbing. 

Actually DeSoto operates three separate and 
PAGE 4 

distinct camps within one camp. Each girl goes to ac
tivities, shares meals and lives with girls of her own 
age group. During evenings each group occasionally 
has distinct activities for the group or shares in func
tions involving the entire camp. 

Age groups are Junior, Intermediate and Senior. 
Juniors are below fifth grade; intermediates sixth and 
seventh grades; seniors eighth, ninth and tenth 
grades. 

Riding involves 26 horses with two rings, seven 
instructors and wooded trails on camp properties. 
Four clay courts have separate instructors. There is 
instruction in archery, swimming and various team 
sports. Sue Henry, director of DeSoto, is a native of 
Mississippi who now lives year-round at Mentone. 

On June 14 Ponderosa Bible Camp began its 10th 
season. Operated by the Children's Bible Mission, 
with headquarters in Lakeland, Florida, Ponderosa 
emphasizes Bible classes and singing, along with 
such routine camping activities as volleyball, ping 
pong, swimming, tournaments, camp fire activities, 
fishing, boating, hiking and picnics. 

Other emphasis is placed on missionary pictures, 
canoeing, archery, riflery, basketball, handcrafts, out
door camping, rappelling, softball, music, speakers, 
and sightseeing tours. 

Director Glenn Miller says: "We are thrilled and 
thankful to add as Assistant to the Director of the 
'Ponderosa Gang' this summer Rick Hill, a young 
business professor in Dayton, Tennessee, who 
comes well qualified in camping leadership and train
ing. He will be working with our Counselor-in-
Training program throughout the summer." 

Jess Hill, the new Program Director, who will be 
working closely with Rick Hill, is presently a student 
at Samford University. He is a Ponderosa alumni 
camper from Birmingham, described by Director 
Miller as an "athletic, sharp young gentleman with a 
love of people and a desire to serve." 

Other staff members are Mrs. Glenn Miller, Miss 
Bess Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. James Evans, and Miss 
Elsie Bailry. 

Mr. Miller reports that after two years Chief Eagle 
Feather will return with his wife Singing Heart. A 
world traveler and honorary Indian chief, he and his 
wife will tell stories of their many years as mis
sionaries, sharing pictures of work among Central 
and South American Indians, with music. Learning In
dian sign language and making leathercraft projects 
will also be part of the program this couple brings to 
camp. 

Ron Merrill will return for programs designed to 
improve communication with young teens. Miss 
Bess, Ponderosa's own, will be on hand with visualiz
ed Bible stories and many songs she has written. 

c a m p l a n e y 
X f o r b o y s 

"The program at Camp Laney will remain basical
ly the same for the 1985 season," says owner-director 
Rob Hammond, who is also mayor of Mentone. "We 
are adding some new elements to our ropes course, 
redoing our three tennis courts, and putting up new 
buildings at the archery and riflery ranges. 

"Our program director is Coach John Clifford. 
Coach Clifford will be returning for his sixth summer 
with us. He was a defensive back for the Florida 
Gators during his college years. John and his wife 
Vicki make their home in Gainesville, Florida, where 
they are both teachers. In his spare time on the moun
tain, Coach loves to fish. 

"We have several people from the Mentone area 
working at camp. When he's not working on the town 
water, Leroy Snider is still our caretaker. Des Disney 
has just joined us full time, and is doing a great job 
on the grounds. Linda Brown works half a day in the 
office. Linda is working with the new computer on 
which all the camp records are now kept. Tammy Kir
by will help in the kitchen this summer. Shirley Dixon 
has been helping us get the camp cleaned up, and we 
hope Jo Ann Cash will be back with us soon. We feel 
like Jimmy Jones and his crew — Brandol Jones, 
David Crider, Steve Gray and David Meadows, are full 
time! They've been doing a super job on all the new 
building and repairs. George Sauer frpm Valley Head 
will be in charge of our riding program." 

Campers at Laney are divided into seven activity 
groups by age and grade in school; each group has 20 
to 25 boys. They follow a daily schedule which in
cludes horseback, canoeing, Project Adventure, ten
nis, major sports, swimming — with archery and 
riflery every other day. 

Principal building is the lodge, which contains the 
dining room, dining hall and kitchen, camp offices, in
firmary and nurse's quarters. There is also a gym, 
swimming pool, horse stable, riding ring athletic field 
and archery and riflery ranges. 

J u l i e t t e L o w 
Camp Juliette Low, which opens June 16, is 

associated with the programs of the Girl Scouts of 
America, which emphasizes response to the impact 
of nature and ecology in today's world. Girls are 
taught how to adapt to a natural setting, to unders
tand survival techniques in the woods and in the 
water, and to develop a life-long joy and concern for 
our environment. 

"Each year we expect and do have a great season 
at Camp Juliette Low," says Cathy Holley who 
returns as director. "We teach the girls to know and 
love the great outdoors." 

On the 1985 staff Carolyn Frost returns as assis
tant Camp Director. Crafts Director will be Virginia 
Johnson. Susan Causey will be in charge of the 
Counselor-in-Training program. Rebecca Clemenzi 
returns as doctor for the third and fourth sessions. 

Program Director is Kathy Switzer. Dietician is 
Dot Pollard. Unit staff consists of the following: Flip
per Brim, Laura Mooney, Anne Dempsey, Ann 
Switzer, Jaimie Maylor, Gay Rice, May Marver, 
Caroline Wight, Layne Brightwell, and Boo Alex
ander. 

Director Holley, who begins her 8th year at 
Juliette Low, says, "We are still enjoying the new 
riding facilities built last summer by the Alumni 
Association." 

Situated on ten acres of land just north of 
Cloudland, Georgia, and built in 1922, it is named for 
Juliette Low who founded not only the camp but the 
Girl Scouts of America, a non-profit organization 
owned and managed by a board of trustees. It has ex
panded to three hundred forty acres with a lake for 
canoeing and sailing instruction, swimming pool, 
craft house, two recreational lodges, and an infir
mary. 

Four two-week sessions are operated, with 100 
campers each session. There are more than 30 staff 
members and the camper-counselor ratio is about 
4-1. 

Lookout Mountain 
Christian Conference Center 

Lookout Mountain Christian Conference Center 
begins its 1985 season on July 13, 1985. John and 
Anne Morrison, directors, state that they have good 
expectations for a productive season. 

Aiding in the summer activities will be Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Hawk, Duncan Till, and John Morrison II. 

This is the first summer that Lookout Mountain 
Christian Conference Center will sponsor a camp, 
which will run for three weeks, July 13th to August 3. 

Regional parents will be interested in the Annual 
Free Day Camp, August 5th through the 9th. 

This camp is located on Little River, which is dam
med at that point to provide safe swimming for entire 
families. In the area there are areas for canoeing and 
quiet excursions down the river. 

Basketball, volleyball, and running are activities 
provided in the open-air gymnasium, along with other 
indoor sports. Near the gymnasium are facilities for 
softball, soccer, field hockey, or more informal sports 
and games. 

At the center of the facilities is the historic lodge 
with its library, meeting place before a large 
fireplace, wide porches, and sleeping spaces for up 
to fifteen people. The Camp operates on the site of a 
summer camp that began in 1928. 

The gym serves in pleasant weather for a covered 
gathering place for up to 200 people. Films and other 
presentations are held in the stone ampitheatre for 
up to 200 people. 

Log cabins, 24 in all, each sleep eight people and 
are ideal for family retreats. The dining room seats up 
to 150 people with kitchen facilities for serving more. 
The Center emphasizes the hosting of various 
organizations, church retreats, and family gatherings. 
There is a book store and gift shop. 

NOTICE 
Out-of-Town Groundhog 
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f o r O u r Y o u t h C a m p s 
Camp SfujSuce 

"We're excited about this summer," say Susan 
and Larry Hooks of Skyline Ranch Camp. "We have 
worked hard over the winter months planning for it. 
We also attended the week-long American Camping 
Association Convention in Atlanta and received a lot 
of innovative ideas which we hope to use to improve 
the Skylin program. We're also hoping we won't have 
the six consecutive days of rain that we were baptiz
ed with last summer." 

The Skyline program includes one program for 
boys only during June 9-22. This session has received 
pleasing response, say the Hooks. The girls sessions 
follow, emphasizing the Skyline traditions and Chris
tian heritage on which the camp was founded. 

Major activities at Skyline are riding, swimming, 
and tennis. Regular instruction is provided in canoe
ing, badminton, lifesaving, archery, twirling, tumbl
ing, sailing, computers, dancing, dramatics, nature, 
crafts, hikes, and sightseeing excursions. 

"Our counseling staff," say the Hooks, "is com
posed of young Christian students from colleges 
throughout the southeast. We feel that we have 
selected an excellent staff for our summer program. 
Many are former Skyline girls who are now in college 
and returning as counselors. We have carefully 
selected our staff based on their intelligence, per
sonalities, good character, and of course their love 
for children." 

Skyline is divided into five age groups for living ar
rangements and competition. There are 17 cabins for 
the campers on Hut Row, spaced adequately. The 
Senior Division is accessible by a steel bridge across 
Little River. 

Spacious Skyline Lodge overlooks the river. Here 
the camp library, showroom, and practice pianos are 
located. Staff meetings are held in the stone Round 
House which overlooks Little River Falls. 

saddle ruck 
c a m p r o r g i r l s 

Things began to happen at Saddle Rock Camp for 
Girls on June 2 when the administrative staff arrived 
for preliminary sessions. On June 8 the counselors 
appeared on the scene for pre-camp training. The 
campers began appearing from throughout the 
southeast on June 14. 

"We have no new administrative or maintenance 
staff," says director Marty Griffin. "But we do have 
several local people who will be working for us: Stacy 
Smith, Guy McCarty, Jeff Bain, Joy Brittain, Lee 
Smith, and Diane Smith. Our counselor staff will have 
approximately a 62 percent return rate." 

Ellen Roberts, 20 year veteran, is in charge of 
spiritual aspects. Assistant Program Director Karen 
Wilson conducts evening programs and special day 
events. Assistant Director and Bookkeeper Polly 
Cameron has been in camping 18 years. Sookie 
Chaisson, newest member of the staff, is special 
trips coordinator, instructor and office person. Gran
ville Goss, an institution, has been in camping for 35 
years as electrician, plumber, carpenter, mechanic, 
and friend. Mentone resident Ed Kirby, along with 
Granville, helps keep things in working order. Jackie 
Kerby is presently dietician and has aided the spring 
crews during spring cleanup. 

Director Marty Griffin, 20 years in camping, as 
counselor and director, says, "Extensive im
provements were made last year, so for this year we 
can have only a few changes or innovations. Morning 
Watch will be in our new Chapel in the Pines along 
the river. We cleared out a beautiful site for this ac
tivity. Chapel in the Pines can also be used for church 
services, outdoor drama productions, and general 
gathering site." 

Last year a large Project Adventure Ropes Course 
was built with some 20 elements, ranging from the 
ground to 30 feet high. Several new stations have 
been built for girls of all age and skill levels. Marty 
reports that much time over the winter has been 
spent preparing for American Camping Association 
accreditation, which sets standards for all phases of 
camp life, including health, program, kitchen,.and ad
ministration. This is a voluntary process whereby 
camps are visited and accredited. 

established by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Jones. In 1974 the 
ranch was bought by daughters Nancy and Marcia 
Hair and her husband Doug. Nancy is director and 
recruiter. Doug and Marcia live at the ranch year-
round, raising quarterhorses and tending the 
animals. 

At Valley View, the girls live in lodges equipped 
with plumbing. The complex consists of over 25 
buildings, grouped for convenience and view. In addi
tion to a foreman's home, there are four riding rings, 
a lighted horse show arena, six stables for 150 
horses, the Chuck Wagon, which is a dining lodge, 
tack rooms for 150 saddles-, tennis courts, riflery 
range, archery range, three lakes, recreation building, 
infirmary, ranch house and office, tractors, trucks, 
wagons and other equipment. 

Horsemanship is the overall theme. The Pony 
Club has activities for beginners through advanced 
ponies and riders. The campers learn to care for, 
curry, bridle, saddle, ride, and cool out their mounts. 

The Junior Camp is for ages six through nine, who 
live in Yearling Hall. Each cares for a Pony. Stock 
Seat is Western Equitation. Each camper is assigned 
a horse or pony for her stay, or she has the option of 
bringing her own horse. 

Training is offered at all levels for horses and 
riders: equitation, problem clinics, pleasure, trail 
classes, reining patterns and bareback equitation. 
The Hunt Club involves specially advanced horses. 
The cross-country course has over one mile of jumps 
in Sizemore Pasture. Classes are arranged by ability. 

For over 20 years Valley View has been involved in 
riding and showing Quarter, Morgan, and Arabian 
horses. 

A l a b a m a 
.the Beautiful 

A t t e n t i o n S u m m e r P e o p l e 
In keeping with the recent Clean-up drive 

stressed by Mayor Rob Hammond and other 
area leaders, THE GROUNDHOG reminds sum
mer residents that for only $4.50 a month gar
bage pickup is available on a weekly basis. Call 
Downer's Solid Waste Disposal System 
(635-6379), or drop by Downer's where 117 
crosses 11 in Hammondville. Arrangements can 
be on a month-to-month basis. Some weekend 
visitors take their garbage bags home for their 
usual service. Please do not drop your garbage 
at our parks or along the roadside. 

BUILDERS 
SUPPLY CO., INC. 

wishes the Mentone area summer camps 
a successful season! 

Concrete Blocks, Building Materials, 
Ft. Payne R o o f Trusses Sylvania 
845-1451 638-2244 

Located on the Georgia Brow of Lookout Moun
tain near Cloudmont, Valley View Ranch has a stunn
ing view and is in a pastoral setting. Originally it was 

WEDDINGS - PORTRAITS 
ART GALLERY PRINTS 
CUSTOM FRAMING 

¥4< EAN 
THOTOGRAPHY 

MILTON KEAN - OWNER 

(205) 845-3545 
HOME 845-6918 

318 GAULT AVE. N. 
FORT PAYNE, AL 35967 

"Now in our fifth season, we expect 1985 to be 
our best yet," say Jane and Jim Bennett, owners and 
directors of Camp Woodmont, which begins opera
tions on June 23 and continues until August 24. "We 
have campers coming not only from the Metro Atlan
ta area but from many adjoining southern states. The 
majority will be two-week campers, but several have 
chosen four-week sessions. This year we except to 
continue in our tradition of offering fun-filled ac
tivities which enable our campers to grow physically, 
mentally, socially and morally." 

Woodmont will continue to offer a full range of ac
tivities for all types of interests. Horseback riding will 
be one of the most popular. There will be two com
puter camps of two-week duration during the month 
of July. Supplementing the usual camp activities will 
be classes in acting and dance. The Bennetts state 
that favorite activities are hiking and nature lore, arts 
and crafts, swimming, canoeing, fishing, gymnastics, 
and archery. Another favorite activity is volleyball. A 
special Counselor-in-Training will be available to 15 
and 16 year old campers. 

In addition to the owners and directors, the staff 
for 1985 includes Alyson Bennett, Program Director 
and Girls Unit Head; and Tyran Bennett, Boys Unit 
Head. Alyson and Tyran's parents are the owner-
directors. Other staff members who love boys and 
girls, the out-of-doors and camp activities. The 
camDer counselor ratio at Woodmont is 1:5. 

Located just north of Cloudland, Georgia, Wood
mont is a camp for boys and girls 7 to 16. Facilities 
center around a large dining-hall lodge for meals, 
games, and nighttime activities. Evenings the 
campers get together for singing, skits, talent shows, 
campfire programs, folk dancing, and team competi
tions. Cabins house eight campers and one or two 
counselors. 

There is a large central bathhouse, swimming 
pool, football-size athletic field, a small lake for 
fishing and canoeing, with hiking trails into the wood
ed areas. 

Wishing A Successful Season 

SYSCO/ Rome Food 
Service, Inc. 

Lavender Drive — Box 2026 
Rome, GA 30161 

A Service & Systems Company 
Servicing Camps for over 20 years 

Alabama Concrete 
Products, Inc. 

P. O . B o x 6 5 8 — 3 8 t h S t . N E 

P h o n e 8 4 5 - 1 1 9 3 

F O R T P A Y N E , A L A B A M 3 5 9 6 7 

DeKalb 
Wholesale Inc, 

P l u m b i n g a n d E l e c t r i c a l 

1151st Street east 
P.O. Box 124 

Fort Payne, AL 35967 
(205) 845-5550 
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1985 Rhododendron Festival 
T h e C h a i r p e r s o n ' s R e p o r t 

Angelo Rosario, Bernise Crow, Donna Bukley, 
Shurlee Froehler, Harrell Jenkins, Betty Harris, 
Homer Crow, Art Harris and Randy Still. 

The second annual Rhododendron Festival was a 
smashing success, agreed all of the committee 
members who met the week afterward: Chairperson 
Donna Bukley, Shurlee Froehler, Bernise Crow, Art 
Harris, Randy Still, Harrell Jenkins, Grace Howard, 
Sharon Barron, and Angelo Rosario. Already the com
mittee has given the Rescue Squad $100 in apprecia
tion for its helping in the river boat cruises, and each 
of the participating bands in Sunday's parade have 
been given $50. Epp Meadows also received $50 for 
his boat usage. 

This year each winner in the queens contest also 
received money prizes. Senior High queen Ann Cash 
received $100; Melanie Martin, a repeat winner in the 
junior high division, $50; Tamra Hall, another repeat 
winner, received $25 in the elementary group. 

Maggie Cordell reported that $423 was received 
for the quilt she coordinated. Winner of the raffle for 
the quilt was Hazel Notes of Fort Payne. 

Donna Bukley's report fdllows: 
The Rhododendron Festival began on Saturday, 

May 19th. It was kicked off with the return of Tony 
Goggans, back by popular demand to do the emcee-
ing for the weekend. 

Already by 10 a.m. there were many people stirr

ing around while crafts and food concessions were 
being set up. There were some eight craftspeople 
with their wares ranging from paintings to quilts to 
flower arrangements to bird houses to pottery. There 
was even a blacksmith and a man who made beautiful 
music with dulcimers and harps. All reported a good 
weekend in sales. 

All day there was music by Tony Goggans and 
some stories told by professional story teller Kathy 
McGregor, as well as singing by local people. 

Meanwhile, down at the Falls there were river 
tours. Epp Meadows was aided by the Rescue Squad 
boats, Art Harris and Ray Froehler. People waited in 
line for a ride on one of the three boats. Everyone 
thought it well worth the wait to view the beautiful 
mountain laurel and rhododendron in full bloom. 

The Mentone Church of God had excellent 
barbecue sandwiches, hot dogs, cakes and pies. The 
Valley Head Band Boosters had cold drinks and 
goodies. They sold chances on a handmade chest, 
with the money going for the band. 

On Saturday night the beauty pageant was held in 
the Mentone Springs Hotel, beautifully decorated 
with fans and rhododendrons. Jane Meadows played 
the piano and Terry Hutchison sang solos'and played 
his guitar. Judges were Dottie Cyr, Alice Springer, 
and Barbara Rickett. 

Entrants in the elementary category were Theresa 
Brown, Cindy Cherry, Susan Fletcher, Kim McCinney, 
and Tamra Hall. Junior High girls were Connie 
Blalock, Angela Blansit, Melanie Martin and Julie 
Padgett. Senior High girls were Susan Crabtree and 
Ann Cash. 

On Sunday the queens were the main focus in the 
parade organized by Angelo Rosario. Grand Marshal 
attorney John Cooper rode in the car driven by Homer 
Crow, which followed the Mentone Area Preservation 
Association car driven by Shurlee Froehler. The 
queens rode in a red sports car driven by Bill 
Riedesel. Next came Mentone Maggie with Bob 
Brooks the driver. 

Other parade entrants were two antique cars from 
the Noccalula Antique Car Club, a go-cart driven by 
Glenn Miller, Ed Jones's horse and wagon, and three 
other horses. The Valley Head Band and the Fort 
Payne High School Band provided music. 

As the Grand Marshal came to the reviewing 
stand alongside the Log Cabin Deli, the Fort Payne 
High School Band divided and played on either side 
of the highway below him. 

Immediately after the parade, MAPA Director 
Homer Crow awarded the queens their prize money 
and I welcomed the huge crowd of onlookers, thank
ed her committee, and invited everyone to return next 
year. 

The Valley Head Flag Corps did a routine and the 
Dixieland Cloggers repeated their performance. One 
of the craftspeople reported that of all the places he 
had exhibited, Mentone had it all and was the perfect 
place for the Rhododendron Festival. 

— Donna Bukley 

Queens Ann Cash, Tamra Hall, 
and Me lan ie Mar t i n are 
serenaded by Terry Hutchison. 

Jane Meadows played for beauty pageant. 

Quilt winner Helen Noles. 

L. M. Flannigan ready for parade. 

Emcee Tony Goggans with Jean 
I Elrod, Bernise Crow and Randy 

Still. 

M 
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Smashing Success! 
1985 Rhododendron Queen 

Photos By 
Angelo Rosario, 
Donna Bukley, 
Bernise Crowe 

Robert Lee, Mentone blacksmith. 

1 

A n n C a s h 
Daughter of Councilman Max and Mrs. Cash and 
Valedictorian of the 1985 graduation class at Valley 
Head High School, Ann Cash was crowned queen of 
the Rhododendron Festival Saturday, May 18. Next 
semester she will attend Northeast Junior College at 
Rainsville under a scholarship. At Valley Head High 
she was editor of the Year Book, Homecoming Queen 
for '84, on the Varsity Cheerleaders Squad, president 
of the Beta Club Chapter of the Honor Society, and 
winner of the Balfour Award. In her junior year she 
won the "I Dare You" Good Citizenship Award, the 
Good Citizenship Award of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and for two years was listed in 
"Who's Who" Among High School Students. In her 
church Ann is secretary-treasurer of the Mentone 
Wesleyan Youth Group. She likes to swim, read, sail 
and jog. As Rhododendron Queen, Ann was 
presented a check for $100 from the Mentone Area 
Preservation Association, sponsor of the festival. 

Dixieland Rebels, Cloggers Pam Smith, Instructor. 

Guy McCarty on horseback. 

Ray Froehler, Art Harris and Leonard Shigley give 
boat rides. 

Valley Head and Fort Payne bands below reviewing 
stand. PAGE 7 



W o r l d W a r I A c e 
(Continued From Front Cover) 

from his friends, and his business associates. You've 
probably heard people say, 'Everything I am I've done 
on my own!' Impossible! You've got to have help and 
good luck. But no amount of help and luck is going to 
carry you through if your initial effort is not from lofty 
motivations." 

Bill Badham is a complex person. He is a walking, 
breathing product and embodiment of the Victorian 
Era. He is one of the few living flying aces of World 
War I. He went to France as a casual officer and 
volunteered for aviation with the French Army, later 
going with the 91st American squadron when it went 
to the front. He was officially credited with the 
destruction of five German planes in combat, and 
became an ace October 29, 1918, with the 
Distinguished Service Cross and other decorations 

The DSF was for shooting down two Germans in 
one dogfight. He described this exploit in an inter
view with Frank Brower in the FORT PAYNE TIMES-
JOURNAL (11-11-84): 

"The dogfight involved three Allied Observation 
planes and about 15 enemy single-seat fighters from 
a squadron which had been led by the leading Ace of 
the war, Manfred von Richthofen, before he died. The 
three Allied planes were able to shake off their pur
suers and continued the mission. 

"Badham remembers that it was very hectic as he 
tried to fight the enemy and take the photographs re
quired by the mission. 'I would shoot for a while and 
take the photographs for a while.' Badham was an 
observer, who also defended the plane when 
necessary, while the pilot maintained the course. 

"The insignia carried on the side of Badham's 
plane depicts a knight with a lance chasing a devil. 
On the knight's shield are five German crosses, 
representing his five victories and a pair of dice 
showing the number five. The motto of the squadron 
was 'While there is life there is hope.' The meaning of 
the dice was that we did not want to crap out. 

"Badham was shot down three times. After the 
last time he promised himself that after the war he 
would not fly again unless it was an emergency." 

He has been successful in business. He invented 
a new process for refining napthalene from crude 
coal tar oil which resulted in patent number 2,471,900 
in 1947 from the United States Patent Office. From 
that springboard he was able to vigorously pursue his 
passion for art. 

Except for the Far East he has traveled and 
painted over most of the world. He has exhibited in 
museums and galleries in this country and abroad. 
His paintings of Old Mexico are outstanding and 
reflect the life and atmosphere of that country. Accor
ding to one observer, "They create the life and at
mosphere of that country better than any American 

artist of our time. They create nostalgL tnd make 
one long to return to Mexico's high plateau and her 
lowlands by the sea." 

Bill Badham is a private person. But he made 
some interesting observations and revealed some of 
his private musings during the interview with The 
Groundhog. Asked what are his fondest recollections 
as a boy growing up near Blount Springs, Alabama, 
he replied, "Being barefooted in the country. There 
were ten children in our family — eight boys — and 
shoes were something you simply didn't expect to 
have in the summer. We made our own fun after the 
chores were finished. My favorite place was a swim
ming hole about two miles from our homestead. A 
spring issued from the base of a hill. We dammed up 
the little stream and made a swimming hole. No fancy 
pool mind you — just a swimming hole. And the 
water was cool in the summer. And the friendships 
are sweet in my mind." 

The first Bill Badham came to America in I / I T , 
landing in Virginia and settling in Eadenton, North 
Carolina. Adventure, success and duty to family and 
country were stamped indelibly on the birthright of 
his successors. 

Mentone's William Terry Badham was born in 
1895 at Birmingham, Alabama, son of Henry Lee and 
Helen Terry Badham. He attended grammar schools 
and finished preparatory school at Lawrenceville, 
New Jersey, and graduated from Yale in 1917. 

He excelled at golf and football. In his freshman 
year at Yale he competed against the legendary Bob 
(Bobby) Jones in the Southern Invitational Golf Tour
nament, tying Jones in the finals, but losing in a sud
den death playoff on the third extra hole to a birdie 
two. That first large tournament victory in Jones's 
fabulous career is fully described in his book Down 
the Fairway. 

Bill Badham first viewed Mentone in 1960 and im
mediately bought the estate of Mary Milsaps. Asked 
whether he viewed the changes of Mentone with 
pleasure or concern, he replied, "It hasn't changed a 
bit in the 25 years I've lived here. Sure, they painted 
the Mentone Springs Hotel. The Hitching Post is 
operating again. But some paint and a new building 
or the renovation of a building don't change a town. 
Mentone is the same place, full of the same good 
people, and moving along nicely under the ad
ministration of good people, as it has for years." 

In the final analysis, after a glimpse into the 
private side of William Badham, after a recounting of 
his accomplishments, after a few of the comments 
that only 90 years of living can produce, one can only 
hope to live as long, as well, and as essentially as 
worthwhile a life as he has managed. 

He and his wife Margaret are full time residents of 
Mentone. His grandchildren Ginny, Brooke, Bill and 
Margaret have a summer house next door. On the 
same family compound live his daughter Kyle and her 
husband Durwood "Doc" Perry Long. 

L e f t o v e r s 
By Jean McGehee 

Just to let you know how noble I can be — I've had 
shingles for a month, and I could write a full column 
about how I've been urged to try everything from 
acupuncture to Zorivax (the latter I took) — but I 
won't, except to ask anyone unfortunate enough to 
contact the disease to call an experimental program 
at the University of Alabama Hospital in Birmingham 
within the first 72 hours of diagnosis, 934-5316. 
They're anxious to have people participate in their 
search for a cure. 

Part of my therapy was to follow Norman 
Cousins's suggestion to read, watch, and focus on 
happy, funny things. This was rather difficult since 
what do a retired Unitarian minister and an English 
teacher read? — The New York Times Book Review, 
The New York Review of Books, etc., but I made do. 

No where did I find a joke to equal one of my 
favorites: In the midst of the aftermath of the sinking 
of the Titanic, a boat was picking up survivors. A bald 
headed man kept bobbing up to the surface of the 
water. An irate woman grabbed a paddle and hit him 
sharply on the head, "Stop your foolishness! Go 
down and come back right side up!" 

The funnies I found were much more subtle. Dur
ing a concert at Carnegie Hall, violinist Fritz Kreisler 
lost his place and whispered to p ian is t 
Rachmaninoff, "Where are we?" Rachmaninoff 
replied, "In Carnegie Hall." 

The Pulitzer prizes for writing almost always go to 
a currently popular work that no one ever hears of 
again. Past winners have been writers like Caroline 
Miller and Norman Maclean, and ones like Thomas 
Wolfe, Scott Fitzgerald, and Flannery O'Connor have 
been ignored. 

The article I read said, "Even pigeon poop is hit or 
miss — the chances of the skies. Yet the Pulitzer 
Prize in fiction is pure miss." (NYTBR 5/5/85). 

A new word has appeared in the Czech language 
that scholars were hard pressed to decipher. The 
word is luketa or luketka. Finally it came to light that 
when American GIs first went into the country just 
after WW II, they were most appreciative of local 
girls, saying, "Look at her!" This sounded like 
lookatah to children standing around, and they soon 
said, "Look at that lookatah!" This evolved into the 
current term for a good looking girl, luketa. 

Also I learned that laughter is a precious attribute 
of Americans, US Americans. A Canadian writer, 
Mavis Gallant, said that the first time she ever heard 
people laugh aloud in a movie was in New York City. 

So many things we take for granted — good 
health, laughter — and none of us is indispensable. 
The garden and the yard survived without me, and 
they IOOK pretty good. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
6 A .M . TO 6 P.M. 

MON.-FRI. 
SUNDAYS 2 P.M. TO 4 P.M. 

I SATURDAYS 8 A.M. TO 4 P.M. 

D A Y T O N 
* ELECTRIC MOTORS 
* AIR COMPRESSORS 
* AIR CONDITIONERS 
* LAWN MOWERS & YARD EQUIPMENT 
* PUMPS 
* FANS & CIRCULATORS 
* LIGHTING SUPPLIES & FIXTURES 
* TOOLS, POWER & HAND 
* GENERATORS 

M E N T O N E H A R D W A R E 
Complete Hardware Needs 

In Town Hall Building 
* HAMMERS & NAILS 
* PLUMBING SUPPLIES 

DECORATIVE LIGHTING 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 

See Us for Your Father's Day Needs! 
BUY A TOOL-HE'LL REALLY APPRECIATE IT. 

SHIPPING NATIONWIDE 

Bulk 
Plants and 

Seeds, 

L a w n 

M o w e r s 

Lookout Mountain 
Services 

* COMPLETE LAWN CARE * LIGHT CARPENTRY 
* GUTTER INSTALLATION & REPAIR * ROOFING 
* CARE-TAKING * ROCK WORK 

Dusty Rogers 

PAINTING 
• RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL * CHURCHES 

• EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 
• D R I V E W A Y S 

• P A R K I N G L O T S SEALCOATING 
S E A L C O A T I N G P R O T E C T S A S P H A L T F R O M S U N , O I L , 

G A S , O X I D A T I O N & W A T E R P E N E T R A T I O N 

Lawn 
Mower 
Parts 

(We're More Than Your Local Hardware Store) 
634-4854 
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A H f e t n r g ( £ f Mzntanz, (&fap. B-^ost C t t r i l H a r © t o n 
By Zora Shay Strayhorn 

The troops surrendered in mid-April, and Alabama 
Governor T. H. Watts was arrested by Federal 
authorities on May 1, 1865. From that date until June 
21st when a provisional governor was appointed, 
there seems to have been virtually no state and local 
government in Alabama. 

After the Civil War families moved into the Men-
tone area from adjoining states and from across the 
seas. Early homes were of logs notched into place. 
Neighbors came together and worked hurriedly to 
build homes. Women prepared country dinners for a 
reward. 

Horse-drawn vehicles were used, and the roads 
were in poor condition. During these post Civil War 
days a verse was frequently found posted alongside 
the terrible roads: 

"This road is not passable 
Not even jackassable 
So when you travel 
Take your own gravel." 
Although rural Alabama people had to work from 

dawn to dusk, they found time for church activities 
and social life. There were many who played the fid
dle, groups that sang, and people who liked to square 
dance in Mentone. However, many church goers con
demned dancing as evil. 

Mentone has always had a tradition of all day 
sings and dinner on the ground. In the early days 
church services often lasted from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
with as many as six preachers holding forth. 

There are two-houses in the Mentone town limits 
dating back to 1883-4. They were built by two sisters 
of Henry Frank Shigley. He was born April 15,1865, in 
Tippacanoe County, Indiana and married Rebecca 
Melissa Keith of Jackson County, Alabama, in 1888. 
They were early settlers of Mentone and parents of 
twelve children. 

Annabelle Shigley was married to George Hull, 
and Elizabeth Shigley was married to a Dr. Applegate 
of New Orleans. After building their respective 
homes, Annabelle Hull, and husband, returned to 
Manistee, Michigan, and wrote her family in Mentone, 
"We would like to sell our house, and if you can get 
$800 please take it, because we don't think Mentone 
will ever amount to much." 

On the town map of Mentone, No. 28-10-08-28, the 
old highway ran behind the Hitching Post and was 
called Cutler Avenue. The two houses referred to 
above are a short distance from DeSoto Parkway on 
the south side of the street, off DeSoto Parkway, 
which was also called Hull Street after the Hull fami
ly. 

An early family in the vicinity of Lahusage was 
that of Constantine "Cos" Brown, born June 3, 1855, 
in Georgia. He bought eighty acres from the railroad 

. _ - ~r $100 when he was a young man and built a 
log cabin. He married Anna Bell May, born July 27, 
1861, in Gaylesville, Alabama, and they built a larger 
home to accommodate the growing family of four 
girls and seven boys. He was a farmer all his life, rais
ed sheep and sold wool and fruit. 

When the coal mining at Lahusage was at the 
height of its operation, the Brown Family took in 
boarders for noon dinner. There was always someone 
to make music on a fiddle, and the working men 
would often toss coins out on the floor to watch one 
of the small children dance. 

Constantine Brown's parents were Thomas Truly 
Brown and Louise (Lucy) Rodgers who lived in 
Georgia. Louise Rodgers Brown gave birth to a son 
September 16, 1862, Oscar Ruth Brown. On October 
23, 1862, a black child was born to a slave girl. 

For some unknown reason, the slave girl threw 
the newborn infant into the fireplace. Immediately 
the midwife recovered the baby unharmed. Louise 
Rodgers Brown took the black child to her breast and 
nursed it as her own. "Uncle Henry" Brown grew up 
as a member of the family. 

He stayed and took care of the older Brown family 
until the death of Thomas Truly Brown, buried under 
the big rock at Bankhead Cemetery. Then Uncle 
Henry came to live with a sister of Constantine 
Brown, Mattie Hall, married to Ernest Hall. The Hall 
family lived in Mentone on the loop road or DeKalb 
County 106 at the old Eller place. 

Louise Rodgers Brown went to live with a 
daughter in the state of Washington. After the death 
of her father, Mattie Hall was en route to California by 
train and had Uncle Henry with her. The conductor 
told her that no blacks were allowed in the coach with 
the whites. Mrs. Hall said, "He is not a 'nigger'; he is 
my brother, and he is going to ride with me." And he 
did. 

One early settler was Simmie Sherman Vernon, 
born November6,1869. His father was nineteen when 
he built the cabin that is now the central structure of 
St. Joseph's-on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church. Sim
mie Sherman Vernon is credited with starting one of 
the first churches in Mentone and was ordained 
September 21,1895, as a minister of a branch of Holly 
Springs Baptist Church. 

Seven years after the end of the Civil War John 
Mason arrived in Mentone in 1872 with his daughter 
Alice and was soon joined by his two sons, Henry and 
Ed. 

The 1850 census of DeKalb County shows Lavina 
Crow, the daughter of Isaac Crow and Alice Cox, to 
be seventeen years of age; she was a sister to Han
nah who married Greenberry Crow, and a sister to 
John ChristoDher Crow. 

Lavina Crow married Henry Mason, son of John 
Mason; Henry and Lavina Crow Mason lived an ex
emplary life, living for a time in the Little River Com
munity and in New Union with Uncle Erskine Crow 
until their death and burial at Little River. They had no 
children. . n 

Ed Mason, a surveyor and engineer, married Delia 
Christopher and laid out the town of Mentone. He 
was the original promoter, sending out literature to 
extol the curative powers of the clean fresh mountain 

S T r o m Mtntant's $a&t 

Mentone Fire Chief Sammy Cash, who provided the 
above photographs, claims the distinction of having 
ridden a mule as the last customer to Ellison's Grist 
mill, which was situated about a half-mile above 

DeSoto Falls before the dam was built. The 
gentleman aboard the horse is Doug Hammitt at the 
Nightingale Post Office, mentioned in the next 
chapter of Zora Strayhorn's history. 

hLPIM 
ATOP LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN Route 1 - Box 216 

MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984-9770 

H O U S E W A R E S P A I N T E L E C T R I C A L P L U M B I N G 
L A W N a G A R D E N S 

U a s l n 

MECHANIC 

T R U E V A L U E H A R D W A R E 
2 3 I O G A U L T A V E N U E N O R T H 

F O R T P A Y N E A L A B A M A 3 5 9 6 7 
P H O N E 8 4 5 2 9 6 9 

G A R L A N D G S I E G 
M A N A G E R 

air and the waters from two springs, Beauty and 
Mineral Springs. The water flow at Mineral Sprrings 
was destroyed when Alabama Highway 117 was con
structed, but Beauty Springs remains as does the 
stone structure of Mineral Springs. Ed Mason was 
also the first postmaster of Mentone, from March 10, 
1888, until April 1891. 

John Mason first bought property in surrounding 
communities, Lahusage, Head River, Georgia, and 
finally in the Moon Lake district of Mentone from 
Marion O'Rear, deed dated July 17, 1875, 200 acres 
for $1,000 "cash in hand." A New York style farm 
house at Moon Lake was soon constructed; it was 
two and a half stories high with ten rooms, eight 
fireplaces, and two large chimneys. Mr. Mason 
brought a man down from Chattanooga of Cornish, 
England, descent, to build the English styled carved 
arch rock mantels as part of the chimneys. (A 
beautiful carved arch of a design of roses remains in 
the home of Ruby O'Rear, deceased). The home 
Mason built burned in 1891. 

The brochures sent out by Ed Mason attracted Dr. 
Franklin Caldwell, who boarded with the Masons 
while building the Mentone Springs Hotel in 1883-4. 
Alice Mason named the town. 

A year after the Mineral Springs Hotel was com
pleted, Alice Mason married Samuel O'Rear, the son 
of Charlotte Force and Marion O'Rear. They married 
at home, and soon afterward, Dr. Caldwell gave a 
grand ball at the hotel in honor of the newly wed cou
ple. The father of the bride, John Mason, was fearful 
the floor would cave in because of the stompings to 
lively music as the ball lasted until dawn. 

John Mason purchased land owned by the Lane 
family in the Bankhead Community and presented 
the property to Alice and Samuel O'Rear as a wed
ding present. Part of the land was the original 
homesite of the couple and part became later the 
home of Ethel O'Rear Davenport. 

Alice Mason O'Rear had four children: Ethel, who 
married Seaborn Davenport; Jessie, married to Paul 
Whitehead; Nellie May, who died at about two years 
of age; Winifred Ruth O'Rear, called Ruby. 

Ed Mason and wife Delia Christopher lived with 
John Mason in the big ten room house at Moon Lake 
until an apartment was built in a nearby building. It 
burned to the ground and Mason was killed in the 
blaze. 

A few years after John Mason bought the Moon 
Lake property in July 1875, there was no bridge to 
span Little River in the area. People wanting to cross 
would call for a ferry to get them to the other side. To 
solve the problem, John Mason agreed to buy all 
materials needed for construction of a bridge with 
the provision that townspeople would construct it; 
thus a covered bridge was built. 

Ponderosa Bible Camp 
Join the MAILBOX CLUB 
and become part of the 
"PONDEROSA G A N G " on 
partial scholarship! 
Call or write for 
details and camp 
brochure. 
Group Rentals Available 

Children's Bible Mission 
P.O. BOX 285 

MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984-0285 
PHONE: (205) 634-3795 

T H E 
C I T I Z E N S B A N K 
Large Enough to Serve You— 
Small Enough to Know You. 

M e m b e r FDIC 
Va l ley Head , A l a . 635-6453 

invites you to entertain your guest at our 
beaut i ful at t ract ion. 

B r i n g a gues t a n d y o u w i l l be a d m i t t e d 
f ree w i t h t h i s c o u p o n . 

ROUTE 1, VALLEY HEAD, ALABAMA 
35989 

8 a.m. to 7 D.m. 635-6423 
— — — — — — — ~ " " " " " " " " " P A G E 9 



The 
Lookout 

"Atop Lookout Mountain" 
C L O U D L A N D , G E O R G I A 

( 4 0 4 ) 8 6 2 - 2 5 1 5 

Antiques, Gifts, Arts, Crafts 
Thurs., Fri., Sat, 10-5 - Sun. 1-5 

The White Elephant Galleries 
634-4529 

n c ^ W h i r l p o o l 

COOPER 
APPLIANCE CO. 

Box 132 
VALLEY HEAD, AL. 35989 

"WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL" 

Phone 635-6874 
JACK COOPER 
JIM COOPER 

Restaurant and Deli is truly a 
family operated restaurant! 

C O U N T R Y C O O K I N G 
A L L M E A L S F R E S H L Y P R E P A R E D , 

H O M E M A D E D E S S E R T S 
Come visit the Weavers! 

Open 11-9 Closed Mondays 

STATELINE 
COUNTRY 

STORE 
C O M E S E E O U R 

S E L E C T I O N O F 

B E V E R A G E S ! 

Open 8 a .m. t i l l 12 p.m. 

Thurs. & Fri. Open t i l l 1 a.m 

Closed On Sunday 

4 0 4 - 8 6 2 - 6 0 4 0 

Cloudland, Georgia 

T I G E R ' S 

I N N 
^ • i J ' L ' V i ' ^ f U a l l o u M o a H A l a h a r V a l l e y H e a d , A l a b a m a 

6 3 5 - 6 8 5 5 

[ 
Complete Breakfast. Sandwich. 

Short Order Menu 
PLATE LUNCHES SUNDAY-FRIDAY 
Mon. Thru Sat. 5:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Sun. 7-2 Plate Lunches. 

LtmixE 

QunexaC cHorris., Una. 

*We tSfitciaCtzt in fixt.-fiCan.neJ. funt.xa.ti. 

Lela Bell Pullen, Receptionist 

635-6247 

NIPPERSINK LODGE 

ON LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 
MENTONE, ALABAMA 

ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

The Hitching Post 
C R O W S ' N E S T 

A N T I Q U E S 
Jean Elrod — Bernise Crow 

BATY 
LUMBER CO. 

Rough and Dressed Lumber 

Mentone 634-4141 

D O W N E R ' S S O L I D 

W A S T E D I S P O S A L 

R e s i d e n t i a l a n d C o m m e r c i a l 

R o u t e 1 , V a l l e y H e a d , A l a . 

6 3 5 - 6 3 7 9 

Moe's Place 
Hammondvi l le 

Hunting & Fishing Licenses 
Fresh meats, picnic supplies 

Time For Spring Picnics! 
Come And Try Our Meat Specials. 

Open 7 Days: Mon.-Sat. 6-6 
Sun. 1-5 

Phone 635-6437 

COME GOLF WITH US AT 
Saddle Rock Golf Course 

ATOP LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 
Located at 

C l o u d m o n t 
S k i a n d G o l f R e s o r t 

o f f D e S o t o P a r k w a y 
4 3 m i l e s s o u t h o f 

MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984 
On Little River 

Chalet Reservations or Information 
( 2 0 5 ) 6 3 4 - 3 8 4 1 

cMznkons Cu±tom 

<Pn\oto 

. . . Cuitom 

^P$iotogxa.fir\\j . . . 

DOC & KYLE LONG/634-4423 

s a d d l e r u c k 
campro r girls 

6 3 4 - 4 6 0 8 ATOP LOOKOUT MT. - MENTONE, ALABAMA 

PAGE 10 
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ROCK CASTLE 
CAFE 

WE S E R V E C O M P L E T E B R E A K F A S T S , S H O R T O R D E R S 
P L A T E L U N C H E S E V E R Y D A Y B U T S A T . 

5:30-3 Mon. through Fri. Sat. 6-3 Closed Sundays 
Hammondville, Ala. 635-6897 

EMPIREGAS INC. OF FORT PAYNE 
(205)845-0711 

Emory Harper, Mgr. 

P. O. Box 23 
201 3rd Street, S. E. 

Fort Payne, Alabama 35967 

M o u r r t a i n V i e w 
real estate 

Cottages Available $19,500 $23,000 
Call 634-4767 / 4776 

or come by 
P.O. Box 126 

-Sharon Barron- M e n t o n e f A L 35984 
We are located across from the Log Cabin 
Deli (Hitching Post Building). 

Catering Only: 
Bridge Groups, Luncheons, 

Dinners, Receptions, Picnic Baskets. 

Reservations: or Write p. o. Box 284 
205-634-4836 Mentone, AL 35984 

Amelia Kirk-Brooks, Owner 

ONE SESSION 

F = G R E A T S U M M E R S = 

For the 
BEST 

fun 
in 

the World 
of Outdoors! t=BEGIN AT S K Y L I N E — 

RUBY'S VARIETY 
O p e n W e d n e s d a y 

Through Saturday, 9-5 

Gifts, Brass, Bisque, 
New & Used Clothing 

M O R G A N 
D R U G S 
P R E S C R I P T I O N S — 

C O S M E T I C S 

D o n a l d R. M o r g a n 

V a l l e y H e a d , A l a b a m a 3 5 9 8 9 
6 3 5 - 6 8 1 2 

Skyline 
R A N C H 

M' 6Js Aw 6 • 16 

0K Tap at leakaul Wauidoui 
% 0 \ 0K Tke BcuAs s{ £Utte Riue* 

^ WentsKe. Hbbrna 

fwukd I 9 4 7 
Eueujtfutu] 
k«tk( 

SUIKWW 

We've 
Got 
It All! 

RESTAURANT 
Sunday Buffet 

$5.50 12-3 CST 
Wed.-Sat. 5 -9 

Reservations Accepted 
634-4677123 

SHAKES 
HOT DOGS 

DELICIOUS MEXICAN STYLE EATING 
FRIENDLIEST PEOPLE 

IN TOWN 

Open 
•Till 1 0 

Week Days 

Open T i l l 1 1 

Weekends 

Furgerson Restaurant & Grocery 
2-Liter 

Cokes 
F R E S H M E A T S 

P I C N I C S U P P L I E S 
Mon. thru Fri. 5 - 8 

Sat. 7 - 8 
Sun. 7 - 7 

OPEN NOW FROM 6-7 Mon. Through Thurs. 
6-8 Fri. & Sat. 
7 - 7 Sundays 
Closed Tuesdays 

BREAKFAST 
Charcoal broiled hamburgers, sand
wiches, soft ice cream, milk shakes, 
plates, sundaes, banana splits! 

Sun. - Thurs. 11-7 Fri. and Sat. 11-8 
Closed Tuesdays 

BROWN'S 
C L E A N I N G & 

L A U N D R Y 

COMPLETE CLOTHING CARE 
S U E D E - L E A T H E R - F U R 

CLEANING & STORAGE 

23E±£ <Wub± to i k z 

<zA/(zntonE CampL±! 

8 1 7 G a u l t A v e . 
8 4 5 - 3 2 4 1 

F t . P a y n e 
8 4 5 - 0 7 5 1 

VALLEY HEAD 
HARDWARE 
Gilman Paint 

Located In 

C & H Lumber Co. Bui ld ing 

O w n e r s : 
Mr . & Mrs . James C. Young 

• • • • • • • 

OPEN M O N D A Y 
THROUGH FRIDAY, 7-5 

SATURDAY, 7-12 

635-6151 
PAGE 1 1 



©IFGoodrich 

WESTMORELAND 
TIRE CO. 

301 SOUTH GAULT AVE. 
TORT PAYNE. AL . 3 5 9 6 7 
2 0 5 / 8 4 5 - 5 6 5 6 

M I C H E U N 

D e S o t o S t a t e P a r k 
SUNDAY BUFFET 

12-3 P.M. 

* Two Salad Bars 
* Homemade Bread 
* Homemade Desserts 
* Expanded Buffet 

iMW 
^^B l̂l̂ ^ ̂ dsL^^* ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ATOP LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 

MENTONE, ALABAMA 35984 

24 hour 

TOWINO 
SBRVICC 

Lowest Rates 
Fi reworks 

A m m o 
Picnic Suppl ies, Tires 

Whatley's 
Store and Service 

ALL GALLONS OF 

M I L K 99 
COME BY AND REGISTER 

FOR A COCA-COLA 

S m o k e r G r i l l 
($100 VALUE) 

Get Your Fireworks Here! 
BIGGEST SELECTION OF 

FIREWORKS EVER! 
GET YOURS HERE! 

SAM AND TOOTS WHATLEY 
DAY OR NIGHT 
205/634-4168 

AL. HWY. 117 EAST 
RT. 1 BOX 111 

MENTONE, AL 35984 

- B A N D 

F R I D A Y N I G H T 
J U N E 14 - 7:00 P.M. 

FORT PAYNE 
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 

June Jammers Welcome! 
Sponsored by 

D e K a l b County Tourist Association 

THE GROUNDHOG 
c/oM.A.P.A. 
P.O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1 

Mentone, AL 35984 
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Mentone, AL 35984 


