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Little River 
A Retrospective And Look 
To The Future 

By Desmond Disney 
President, Friends of Litt le River 

Friends of Little River was born on Jan. 28,1989 when 
an overflowing group of individuals from diverse 
backgrounds representing diverse interest filled the Men-
tone Town Hall. More than 100 persons, all united for the 
moment by a common cause: Save Little River, attended 
a panel discussion call by Mayor Rob Hammond on "Does 
the Little River need Protection." The immediate threat 
that brought this group of people out that night was the 
possibility that Chattooga County was about to turn an 
abandoned strip mine at the head waters of Little River 
into a landfill. 

On the panel of experts were: Talmadge Butler, 
Superintendent of DeSoto State Park; Jim Russell, Ad
ministrator of the DeKalb and Cherokee County Depart
ments of Health; and Dr. Doug Phillips, Director of the 
Center for Environmental Research and Service at Troy 
State University. The moderator was Rob Hammond. 
Although most of the discussion was about the proposed 
landfill it was the consensus of those present that many 
additional concerns should be addressed by those who 
want to protect Little River. 

Dr. Phillips, a vocal defender of the environment and 
champion of planned growth, told the group how to go 
about protecting their beloved river. The threat of water 
pollution is only one of the thing#they must consider when 
planning what the river is to be 10, 20 or 40 years from 
now. Demands will be placed on the area by tourism, 
residential expansion, commercial attractions, the need 
for wildlife habitat, and other competing interests. 

He told the group they could choose between three 
strategies. The first is "the way we usually do it in Alabama 
— get together and raise hel l . " The second strategy is to 
work through existing agencies to form a coalition of the 
diverse interest, including those who own land, those with 
economic interest and those with government control. The 
third strategy, and one that Dr. Phillips sees as inevitable 
in the long run, is to form a growth and development coun
cil, made up of all the diverse interests, to "paint the pic
ture of what you want this place to be 50 years from now." 

Speaking for the Department of Health, Jim Russell 
echoed the need for overall planning for growth. From his 
perspective as Superintendent of DeSoto State Park, 
Talmadge Butler said, " I 'm not the kind that is against all 

Continued on Page 5 

Quiet ca lm stretches and rol l ing White Water mark the Litt le River as it runs the length of Lookout Mounta in. 
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A piece 

BITS AND PIECES 
From Zora St rayhorn 's History of Mentone 

LITTLE RIVER 
Little River with its spring-fed river beginning at Head 

River, Georgia, flows peacefully through Mentone, 
Alabama, and is the only known river in this hemisphere 
to flow along the top of a mountain. It meanders along the 
high plateau of the eighty-three mile-long narrow Lookout 
Mountain, plunging over a precipice one-hundred feet to 
form DeSoto Falls, in DeSoto State Park, about three miles 
from downtown Mentone. There are about fifteen falls in 
the Park, but DeSoto Falls is the most famous. DeSoto 
Falls was originally called Indian Falls as recorded by 
Federal troops in September, 1863, and later changed to 
DeSoto Falls by Sarah Force O'Rear. The river flows 
through a rock-cliffed gorge, Little River Canyon, and 
merges with the Coosa River, one of the three main river 
systems of the state. 

Dates To 
Remember 

March 23-24 — CANYON CLEAN-UP Contact DeSoto 
State Park for details. 

March 25-29 — SPRING BREAK for area schools. 
March 28 — FRIENDS OF LITTLE RIVER meeting, 

7:00 p.m. Fischer Rescue Squad. Ralph Bullard speaker. 
March 28 — LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PARKWAY 

ASSOCIATION meeting, 11:30 a.m. (Central) at Cloudland 
Canyon State Park, Georgia. 

April 1 — MENTONE TOWN COUNCIL meeting, 7 
p.m. at city hall. 

April 2 — MENTONE AREA PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION meeting, 7 p.m. at city hall. 

Council Says "No" 
To RV-Camper Park 

The Mentone Town Council approved two motions to 
restrict a possible tent camper park in the Signal Rock Park 
Subdivision in Mentone at their regular March monthly 
meeting. 

Signal Rock Park Subdivision, consisting mostly of 
older summer and permanent residences includes Lookout 
Drive, Linchpenny, Alabama and, Sunset Streets. The pro
perty involved is owned by Miles Allgood and abuts homes 
and lots which have been standing for many years. 

Randle and Charlotte Rice presented the problem to 
the council along with several other residents of the sub
division and other concerned residents. Rice had sent the 
council a memorandum in February outlining his 
understanding of Allgood's plans including his installation 
of multiple water faucets on the property. 

The Rice memorandum cited both state and federal 
laws Rice feels are applicable in the situation. 

In the discussion it was learned that Allgood had ap
proached the city for a commercial license to operate a 
tent camper park. Miss Catherine Bailey, town clerk, ad
vised Allgood there was not a license of that type and did 

: n o t issue him a license. 
Sand Mountain Electric Co-op and the DeKalb Coun

ty Health Department have approved applications for the 
lots that designated 'single family dwellings.' SMEC has 
provided electricity for at least one of the lots. 

The Council passed two motions. One directs the city 
attorney Pat Tate to draw up an ordinance restricting lots 
in the city limits of Mentone to one trailer per lot. Later 
in the meeting a motion was passed to direct Pat Tate to 
look into the possibility of an injunction against Allgood 
starting operation of a trailer or tent camper park. 

Councilmen Larry Hooks and James Johnson com
mented. " W e don't want him to start it before we can get 

it s topped." 
The question of zoning was brought up by those at

tending the meeting as a possible solution to this situa
tion and also to other future problems. 

Angelo Rosario commented that there is already a 
large amount of commercial property along Highway 117 
that is not being used at this time. He said the potential 
is already there for commercial development. 

Former Mentone Mayor Bob Daniel related that there 
is a trailer — tent camper park being built in Georgia, near 
Mentone at this time. 

" W e want very, very slow growth," Mayor Max Cash 
said adding that he did not want to see Mentone become 
a Gatlinburg. Gatlinburg and Pidgeon Forge which is near
by both have grown very fast due to the Great Smokies 
National Park. 

In other matters, the Council moved to not make any 
commitments for new water tap-in requests outside the 
city limits. The question of the amount of water Mentone 
has requested to buy from Fort Payne, four million gallons 
per month, has not been resolved. 

The Council also moved to require the town policeman 
to turn in a log of his activity at each council meeting. 
Gasoline bills for the police cars are about $500 each 
month. The Council estimates that about 3,500 miles are 
being put on the police cars. 

They discussed that the policeman is not at Moon Lake 
School in the morning and afternoon each day control 
traffic. 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
April 1, at 7 p.m. This is a time change from the winter 
months. 

Johnsons Receive 
AARP Award 

Betty and Jim Johnson were honored by the local 
chapter of the American Association of Retired Persons 
when they received the "Person of the Year Award" at 
a recent AARP meeting. 

The Johnson's who are natives of Mentone were "sur
pr ised" by the award. They are both active members of 
Chapter 2150 of AARP where Jim serves as president and 
Betty as secretary. 

"She has been secretary two years longer than I have 
been president," Mr. Johnson said. 

The award given each year, is based on both communi
ty service and involvement in the club. Club members vote 
with secret ballots in January and the award is made at 
the February meeting. AARP meets the second Thursday 
of the month in Fort Payne. The meetings usually feature 
a program of interest to seniors. AARP works with the 
DeKalb County Council on Aging to provide for the needs 
of senior citizens in this area. 

The Johnson's were both born in Mentone. Betty's 
- g ^ ^ g . ^ ' ! ^ ^ - ^ Grace Jones, who is 91, lives next door to her 

daughter. Jim is the son of a Methodist minister and moved 
from Mentone as a child but returned after he and Betty 
were married in 1946. 

"We had a double wedding ceremony with Bernise and 
Homer Crow," remembers Mrs. Johnson. She and Ber
nise Crow were best friends growing up in Mentone. 

The Johnson's comfortable home is on Lookout Drive 
with a view of the valley from their front window. A piano 
and organ are prominent features of their family room. Mrs. 
Johnson is the pianist at the Mentone Wesleyan Church. 

Both of the Johnson's are active in their church. She 
is the president of the local church missionary society and 
has served as president of the Wesleyan World Women's 
group that includes the states of Alabama, Mississippi and 
Xouisiana. Jim is the treasurer of the Delta District of the 
Wesleyan church. 

Although they are members of the Association of 
Retired Persons, Betty says she and Jim "never retired." 
Jim was the General Manager of the Farmer's Telephone 
Coop and with that company for 30 years. He also has 
several accounting clients and had as many as 200 clients 
while he was general manager of the telephone company. 
Betty assists him with this business. 

She has also been the president of the Rhododendron 
Garden Club twice and volunteers at the hospital in Fort 
Payne. 

Another interest of the Johnson's is Central Wesleyan 
College in central South Carolina where Jim is a member 
of the Board of Trustees and Betty is part of the women's 
Auxiliary. 

Senior Events 
Special Events for Seniors (55 +) . 
GOSPEL SINGING March 13, 9-11 a.m. Senior Center. 
EASTER EGG HUNT March 26, 10 a.m. Spring Grove 

Walking Park. 
„ SEWING CLASSES March 5, 7, 12 and 14 9-11 a.m. 
Senior Center. 

The DeKalb County Council on Aging Senior Center 
on Tyler Avenue in Fort Payne. A bus is available to pick 
up seniors at their home in Mentone on Tuesdays. For 
more information about the bus or any programs offered 
by the Council on Aging, call 845-1014. 

MENTONE EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Fire Department 634-4545 
Police 634-4757 

Jim serves on the Mentone City Council. 
The Johnson's have two children, both grown. Their 

daughter is Betty Sue Rickman in Clemson, S. C. Their 
son-in-law teaches at Central Wesleyan College and their 
granddaughter Stephanie is a freshman at Asbury College. 
Their son Frederick lives in Rainsville. He is a C.P.A. and 
the Office Manager for Sand Mountain Electric. He and 
his wife have two children Philip, age 3, and Paige, 10 
months. 

Show Someone You Love 
Them With The Groundhog 
For on ly $ 1 0 , you can jo in the M e n t o n e 
A r e a Preservat ion Associat ion and receive 
eve ry copy of T h e G r o u n d h o g at h o m e . 
Send your check to: M A P A , P. O. B o x 5 0 , 
M e n t o n e , A L 3 5 9 8 4 o r c a l l ( 2 0 5 ) 
6 3 4 - 4 7 3 1 . 

J im and Betty Johnson share honors f rom the 
Amer ican Associat ion of Retired Persons, Chapter 
2150. 



Environmental Issues 
Concern DeKalb County 

By Mike Lowery, Librarian 
Friends of Li t t le River 

(Editor's Note: Friends of Little River has taken an ac
tive role in our area to protect the river and to bring atten
tion to other related topics that affect the quality of life in 
Mentone. We asked them to bring us up to date on the 
issues they feel are important for our consideration). 

Residents of DeKalb County are faced with numerous 
environmental issues today. We all need to become in
volved in order to chart the future of this county en
vironmentally for our children. The following issues are just 
a few of the concerns we face at the present time. 

First of all, the protection of Little River, one of DeKalb 
county's most precious resources is of utmost importance. 
Protection from what you may ask? The biggest threat to 
Little River at this point is development! Yes, development, 
not industry, not municipal waste disposal , but 
development. 

At a recent meeting of the DeKalb County Commis
sion with the National Park Services study team, some 
private landowners from the northern end of DeKalb Coun
ty expressed concern about commercial development on 
the fringes of the proposed national park in the Little River 
area. 

Ralph Bullard, head of the National Park study team 
said at this meeting, "The National Park Service deter
mines what happens inside park boundaries, but the com
munity must get involved to control development beyond 
that jurisdiction." 

He told the County Commission and those at the 
meeting, "I t 's up to you people. If left alone, it will nor
mally develop as the local people see best. Unfortunate
ly, sometimes the vision just isn't there. If the decisions 
you make pollute your waters, that will be your decision." 

Wink Hastings also with the National Park Service 
Study Team has agreed to help Friends of Little River with 
a greenway plan for the corridor of Little River. Greenways 
are usually linear parks most commonly located along 
streams and rivers. These parks emphasize the protec
tion, preservation and enhancement of natural, cultural 
and recreational resource valves through various conser
vation techniques. Most commonly, corridor studies along 
a river are used to justify the need for a greenway, but 
watershed studies that evaluate the entire watershed can 
be a more useful instrument. 

Greenway planning brings together local, state, and 
federal government agencies, private organizations, and 
landowners to work cooperatively to develop strategies for 
conservation of the landscape of the greenway. Only a 
relatively small percentage of the land in a greenway will 
be in public ownership, so private landowners need to play 
a major stewardship role. 

A greenway plan is a guide for achieving future pro
tections and a map indicating community recommenda
tions for land and water use and management within the 
area. The plan identifies the most important features of 
a landscape, describes the ways in which these features 
can be maintained, and assigns responsibility for their pro
tection and use. The stronger the cooperative partnership 
is, the more likely that the special qualities of a landscape 
will be conserved, enhanced, and enjoyed by its residents 
and visitors. 

How Will 
We Grow? 

By Emily Smith • 

Just a few weeks ago I began to hear the alarming 
rumor that an RV — trailer park was in the works for a 
long established residential neighborhood in Mentone. Un
fortunately, it proved to be true but, quick action by the 
Mentone Town Council at their March meeting will cer
tainly slow down such plans if not stop them altogether. 

At the same time I heard the alarming rumor, I was 
being reminded by many voices that a great deal of growth 
and development often accompanies national parks. From 
all the meetings The Groundhog has attended it certain
ly seems that a national park will be a reality for the Little 
River and the Little River Canyon, also known as May's 
Gulf, in the near future. 

Mentone's mayor Max Cash echoes the feelings of 
many of us when he says "we want very, very slow 
growth" for Mentone. We don't want to see our community 

On Feb. 20, Friends of Little River and DeSoto State 
Park jointly submitted a petition to the Environmental 
Management Commission of the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management to classify Little River an 
Outstanding National Resource Water. The ONRW 
classification is provided for by the Environmental Protec
tion Agency and provides protection for the quality of the 
river. 

I was part of that petitioning group. The Environmen
tal Management Commission adopted the ONRW 
classification for the state of Alabama, as mandated by 
the E.P.A. and voted in less than sixty seconds 
unanimously and without discussion or debate to send our 
petition for Little River to their rulemaking committee. This 
brings us another step closer to achieving the ONRW 
classification for our area. 

It is unusual for the Environmental Management Com
mission to vote unanimously and without discussion. This 
shows us that the state is very interested in protecting Little 
River. They should be, it is an important resource for 
DeKalb County as well as the entire state of Alabama. 

Recently Friends of Little River did a survey of the 
businesses in the Little River corridor and watershed. Of 
the 86 commercial ventures counted, about half were 
tourist or recreationally related campgrounds, camps, 
hotels restaurants, and convenience stores. It is estimated 
that $6,267,000 was spent by tourists in DeKalb County 
in 1989. DeSoto State Park was one of the top five tourist 
attractions in the state in 1989. 

There are 13 boys' and girls' camps located on the 
banks of Little River. It is estimated that combined they 
contribute over $3,000,000 to the area's economy. 

If Little River becomes a national park, these numbers 
are sure to increase, and with that so will the development. 

The second issue that affects our area is summed up 
in the words of Billy McDow, DeKalb County's Solid Waste 
supervisor, "Let's talk trash." Specifically, discarded auto 
and truck tires. 

Recently a Rainsville man was arrested and convicted 
of criminal littering. He dumped approximately 1,000 us
ed tires down the mountainside at Wooten Gap on Lookout 
Mountain. He was paid $200 by a Rainsville tire store to 
haul away the tires. Fortunately, the man agreed to clean 
up the dumped tires and transport them back to the tire 
store in lieu of fines and jail time. 

We see a two-fold problem in this situation. First, the 
man said he "d idn ' t know it was illegal to dump t i res." 
If this is true what does it take to get the message across 
to people that littering and dumping is illegal in this coun
ty, period. Secondly, it is difficult to dispose of tires in 
DeKalb County. State law prohibits the burning of tires, 
regardless of the amount. 

Billy McDow commented, "They (people who dispose 
of used tires) have to take them out of the county and pay 
someone to take them off their hands." 

This is not just a problem for the county government, 
responsibility lies with tire stores in the county as well as 
each of us as individuals. 

I recently talked with a tire store owner in Fort Payne. 
He said at this time the city of Fort Payne was still accep
ting tires at their landfill. But, he felt this probably wouldn't 

become a strip of water slides, tourist traps, and fast tooa 
restaurants as we have seen happen around another near
by national park in Tennessee. 

Now may be the time for Mentone to address the issue 
of what direction we want our community to take for the 
future. The action taken at the recent city council meeting 
was proper and expedient to take care of an immediate 
problem. It may, however, be the first of several such 
"brush f i res." 

Concerned Mentone residents need to give the mayor 
and the council the "f ire fighting equipment" they need 
to keep Mentone on a "slow growth" schedule. If this is 
a matter of concern to you, contact the mayor and the 
council and let them know your feelings. 

LOOKOUT 
MOUNTAIN 
PARKWAY 
A S S O C I A T I O N , I N C . 

mod dcenic iOO mue^\ 

T h e 
L o o k o u t 

'Atop Lookout Mountain" 
CLOUDLAND, GEORGIA 

(404) 862-2515 

fTlENTONE'S 

GROUNDHOG 
P u b l i s h e d m o n t h l y by t h e M e n t o n e A r e a 
P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n . M.A.P.A. w a s f i rs t 
c o n c e i v e d o n G r o u n d h o g Day , 1982 , a n d 
o r g a n i z e d A p r i l 6, 1982 , f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f 
p r e s e r v i n g a n d p r o t e c t i n g t h e h e r i t a g e , 
n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d o t h e r u n i q u e 
q u a l i t i e s o f l i fe in t h e M e n t o n e A r e a , a n d is 
c h a r t e r e d as a n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n b y t h e 
S t a t e o f A l a b a m a . 

P. O. B o x 51 
M e n t o n e , A L 3 5 9 8 4 

(205) 634 -4731 

T H E G R O U N D H O G S T A F F 

Edi to r Emi ly Smi th 
Con t r ibu t ing Edi tors L inda B r o w n , 
Elo ise B r o w n , N o v a Dean Ki lgore, Bern ise 
C ro w, 

M A P A O F F I C E R S 
Pres iden t Homer C r o w 
Ass t . Pres ident S h e r m a n G o u g h 
Sec re ta ry Mickey G o u g h 
T r e a s u r e r Harrel l J e n k i n s 
Par l iamenta r ian L y n n Bathurs t 
Member -A t -La rge R ich C h a p m a n 

last much longer considering the widespread problems of 
landfill space shortage. 

"I t might come down to requiring individuals who buy 
new tires to take their old ones with them," the tire store 
owner said. 

Hence the problem for the individual — What should 
we do? 

Perhaps the county government should initiate some 
public meetings with county officials, tire store owners and 
interested individuals to try to come up with some solu
tions to this problem. Solutions such as somehow recycl
ing the used tires rather than burying or hauling them 
away. 

Finally, I would like to remind everyone of the annual 
"Canyon Clean-up" scheduled for March 23 and 24. 
Talmadge Butler at DeSoto State Park needs our help with 
this project, and I f a one intend to be there. Also DeKalb 
County's annual "Operation Glean Sweep" is scheduled 
for the weekend of April 20 in conjunction with Earth Day. 
I urge everyone in the county to get out and do their part 
to help clean our county up. 

Ruby's 
Country Corner 

HIGHWAY 11 
HAMMONDVILLE 

Open: Wed.- Sat. 9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Collectibles, Antiques, Clothing 

I P l R C S C R B I P T K O N S 

MORGAN 
.DRUGS 

Donald R. 
Morgan 

Valley Head 
635-6812 
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j Large Enough to Serve You— | 
| Small Enough to Know You! § 
= Valley Head 635-6292 Ider 657-5122 = 

Member FDIC 
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The Groundhog Wants To Know: Spring will officially arrive Wednesday, March 20. What 
is your favorite thing about spring in Mentone? 

Hobson Kirby 
"Everything coming alive is what I like best 

flowers and the birds singing all around." 

Catherine Bailey 
the " M y birds. I love to seethe birds at the feeders around 

my house." 

Bob Daniel 
"My favorite thing is the flowers and the warm weather. 

I've lived in my house on the brow for 21 years and I love 
Mentone." 

3IIIIIIIIIII Illllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillilliiiiiiiniitj 

I Valley Air Conditioning I 
( And Appliance Service ( 

Repair It! — Don't Replace It! 
= Repairs and Service to All Brands of Kitchen and Laun- j j 
S dry Appliances, Heaters, and Air Conditioners. 

P l u m b i n g a n d G e n e r a l H a n d y m a n 
A l F r e e m a n — L i c e n s e d 

Phone 635-6129 or 635-6789 
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STOck Up O n Supplies 

CloudlANci 
T r a c I e C e n t e r 

O n e S t o p ShoppiNq 
(404) 862-2711 

ft Fresh Bar-B-Que and Ice Colo 
Beverages 

ft Deli Meats and Cheeses 
ft Groceries 
ft Plumbing & Electrical Supplies 
ft Well Pumps 
ft Water Filter Systems 
ft Kerosene 
ft Propane Bottles Filled 
ft Videos 
ft Building Hardware 

•ft Tools 

(tontrg Sfournal 
By Bernise Crow 

The art of story-telling seems to be vanishing. This form 
of entertainment was most prevalent before the advent of 
television, which now seem to fill all homes with some sort 
of program. There is hardly any time for family conversa
tion around the dining table or around the cozy fireplace 
where we used to gather to enjoy popcorn, roasted 
peanuts, and jam sessions..! always loved visiting my 
grandparents when my uncle Bill Taylor was there. His 
repertoire of hilarious tales seemed endless, and he never 
repeated himself. Many of the stories were of actual 
events, and others were completely contrived. Usually so
meone in the family was the subject, and the material was 
humorously related. As much as I enjoyed them, I cannot 
recall any one of them in its entirety. It would have been 
good to have written them down for future generations. 

All of us have family stories and history that should be 
recorded. It becomes folklore and we all love it, especial
ly after the teller of the story is gone. 

The knack for telling a story well and holding the at
tention of listeners, is a talent. We have one son, Coy, who 
must have inherited some of Uncle Bill's gifts. He can take 
a simple activity and make a great story, by adding a little 
exaggeration. He is quite a performer, and one must watch 
him tell the story to enjoy it fully. He can imitate anything 
he ever heard or saw, and does so during the telling of 
the yarn. I have asked him to tell some of his stories to 
groups of our friends, and he declines. He is a little shy 
and will only do it for our family. I'll have to tape record 
his stories, when he is unaware of it. 

Glenn Baty was one of the greatest story tellers — right 
here in Mentone. He could keep his audience spell-bound 
telling about coon hunting. Again I wish we had recorded 
these things. 

We have some great American writers who have given 
us short stories for our reading pleasure. Mark Twain was 
the best, to my liking. Will Rogers made short humorous 
statements that were a story in themselves. He once said 
he liked his coffee "saucered and blowed." 

But the greatest stories of them all are the ones hand
ed down to us by our parents and grandparents. The old 
English and Irish ballads were passed down through 
families — long poetic stories, much like the country songs 
of today. They told complete stories, such as the one titl
ed, "Barbara Al len." Aesop's Fables have been handed 
down to us for many generations, and most of us are 
familiar with them. Aesop's stories were usually of animals 
and were moralistic. 

Cragsmere 
Manna 

Fine Dining in 
the Mellow Glow of 

Lamplight and 
Beautiful 

Surroundings 
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j F r iday-Saturday 5-9 p .m. _ 
" Sunday Buf fet Noon -3 p.m." 
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The stories of Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Bears, 
Chicken Little, and B'rer Rabbit are read by all children 
— and remembered. I can remember most all the stories 
in my second and third grade readers, and have told them 
to my children and grandchildren. While looking through 
books at an estate sale, I found a copy of Elson Reader 
— Book 2, and was so excited about it i could hardly wait 
to get home and re-read those pages I had memorized. 
One of them was the story of "The man, the boy, and the 
donkey." It has a good moral about trying to please 
everyone. Perhaps you would like to read it. 

Reading can be the greatest form of recreation — an 
escape from everyday nuisances. We can find stories of 
war, love, intrigue, mystery. Men usually like reading of 
wars, adventure and hunting. I love romance, beauty of 
scenery, and fantasy-land, all with a happy ending. We 
live in a world of war, poverty, stress, and at times — hor
ror. So to escape reality for a short time and read some 
humorous short story refreshes the mind and makes one 
better able to cope with harsh realities and frailties of life. 

Reading is good, but nothing surpasses the art of good 
live stories about people and places of which we are 
familiar. Perhaps at our Rhododendron Festival we could 
have a story-telling contest. Our ghost stories at the Oc
tober Colorfest have been most enjoyable and our crowd 
gets bigger every year. This time we could just tell stories 
in general, of every type. My Dad and three of his brothers 
attended Berry school when Miss Martha Berry taught 
them in the log cabin. I loved his reminiscences about 
those days. He and his brothers Frank, Bill and John 
Wesley composed their own musical quartet, and perform
ed in a minstrel at the school. He could quote most of the 
act to us, which was fascinating. 

Please take time to write, or record, some facts told 
to you by your ancestors and they will make great stories 
for future generations. Just our life style a generation ago 
sounds like fairy tales (or horror stories) to our grand
children. It's hard for them to imagine life without elec
tricity, indoor toilet facilities, or refrigeration — no instant 
ice cubes. Civilization and culture moves so fast we lose 
sight of passing years before we realize it. Mentone is full 
or wonderful stories. If you have a good one to share, let 
our editor, Emily Smith, know about it. We could have a 
lot of fun with this. 
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4-H member at Moon Lake School enjoy c lub act ivi t ies. From left, bot tom row: Ashley Blalock, Shelley Ingram, 
Lori Ti l lman; middle row: Ginger Gray, Angela Russell, Mandi Browder, Tabitha Brisindine; top row: Amy Crane, 
Nikki Smi th, Terr i Campbell and Rene Brendle. 

SSI Benefits Discussed 
At Town Meeting 

Mentone Area residents learned about the Supplemen
tal Security Income Program at a town meeting, Feb. 26 
held at the Mentone Town Hall. Representatives from the 
Social Security Administration, the Top of Alabama 
Regional Council of Governments (TARCOG) and the 
DeKalb County Council on Aging were on hand to answer 
questions about this program, t h e three agencies are in-

* volved in a special demonstration project to find more peo
ple who qualify for SSI. 

Ken Brewer of the Social Security office in Gadsden 
explained that his agency administers SSI. 

"This is what we call an 'entitlement' program. If you 
are eligible f a SSI, you are entitled to receive it," he said. 

"Occasionally we do run across folks who don't want 
a handout, they are very independent and don't want an 
agency to help them. This is something that they should 
check into. It can really make a difference for a lot of folks," 
Brewer commented. 

SSI is concerned with five things: the aged, blind, or 
disabled, those with low income, and those with few 
resources. The federal program took over what had been 
known as "O ld Age Pensions" in 1974. 

The demonstration project is especially aimed at the 
aged because, according to Brewer this is the group that 

they find do not know about SSI. 
"Some people only get social security, that is their only 

income. We know that that alone does not give a person 
quite enough," he said. 

Eligibility requirements for SSI which provides extra 
income and Medicaid include income for an individual of 
less than $427 per month and resources of $2,000. The 
house you live in, the land it is on and a car are excluded 
in this amount. Also, $1,500 that is put aside for burial is 
excluded. The amounts for couples are different — $630 
per month income and $3,000 in resources. 

Brewer said that household goods, jewelry, and per
sonal items are not counted in the resource category. 

"This is important for older people who have heirlooms 
that mean a lot to them, " he said. 

Earned income is also counted differently. 
Brewer urged those who thought they might be eligi

ble for SSI or who knew someone who might be eligible 
to contact the DeKalb County Council on Aging (845-1404) 
or his office in Gadsden (800-648-8361 or 1-547-7883) for 
more information. 

"A t our office, we have a good staff and we try to be 
informative and helpful. I hope you will call if we can help 
you , " he said. 

Transport Of Hazardous 
Waste Brings Concern 

The potential problem of transporting hazardous 
wastes through DeKalb County was brought up by Ricky 
Little, coordinator of the county's Emergency Management 
Agency at a recent Friends of Little River board meeting. 

" M y concern is for the active transportation of hazar
dous materials daily through DeKalb County," Little stated. 

He commented that trucks from both Georgia and Ten
nessee often use Highway 117 (which passes through 
Mentone) to deliberately avoid the state operated truck 
scales on other roads. 

" I am particularly concerned with Highway 117 and 
Highway 35," he said. There are several places along both 
highways that are narrow and curved, especially the 
bridges over both forks of the Little River. These bridges 
have been the scene of serious accidents from time to 
t ime. 

An accident involving a truck carrying hazardous waste 
could potentially "contaminate the water source for much 
of DeKalb and Etowah County" said Little. 

Little became coordinator for the Emergency Manage
ment Agency (also known as Civil Defense) in March of 
1990. He began to upgrade the various contingency plans 
maintained by his office. 

" I know that at this time we (the county) does not have 
the capability to handle a serious accident involving hazar
dous waste," he said. 

In an effort to restrict the transportation of hazardous 
materials, Little sought a state Attorney General's opinion 
as to the effect of whether limiting this type of transporta
tion would interfere with interstate commerce and fall 
under some type of federal rule or regulation. 

A response was received written by James R. 
Soloman, Jr., chief of the Attorney General's Opinions Divi
sion. It said that because of possible changes in the Hazar
dous Materials Transportation Act of 1974, it would be " in 
appropriate for this office to issue an opinion at this t ime." 

The Transportation Act covers the power of State and 
local governments to designate routes for hazardous 
materials. Little is hoping that by designating safer routes 
through the county truck traffic could be lessened on 
potential dangerous stretches of road. 

" I ' m not one to wait for an accident before doing 
someth ing," he said. He suggested that if "we can't pro
hibit it (hazardous waste transportation) we should regulate 
i t . " 

Little said, " I 'm proud of what we have in DeKalb Coun
ty and I want to protect it. Now is a good time to look at 
ways to do this. 

Elizabeth Lowe Death 
Elizabeth Lowe, former co-owner of Nippersink Lodge 

and teacher at Valley Head School, died this past month 
in Montgomery. Her partner and long time companion, An-
nalee Tucker, died a few years ago. 

Both Lowe and Tucker operated Nippersink Lodge in 
Mentone for many years and taught at Valley Head School. 
After their retirement they lived in Thomasville, Alabama. 

Although in the last few years she was alive, Lowe liv
ed alone, she was never lonely according to Linda Vice, 
columnist for the Mobile Press Register. She was often 
visited by members of her Sunday School class from the 
Thomasville United Methodist Church. She taught the 
junior high age group. 

Her love for young people is reflected in Vice's words, 
"She had no children of her own but all her Sunday school 
children belonged to her." 
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B y E m i l y S m i t h 

A new restaurant is o p e n i n g this m o n t h . It is cal l 
e d " K o u n t r y C o o k i n g " a n d located o n H ighway 117 
ac ross the road f rom ci ty hall . O w n e r Dessie 
N e w b e r r y te l ls us she wil l be serv ing breakfast a n d 
l u n c h , M o n d a y th rough Saturday . She also p lans to 
have a S u n d a y b runch . 

It wil l be a fami ly operat ion w i th her son Dav id 
a n d wi fe C a t h y Cryer a n d her daugh te r Sharon and 
her h u s b a n d Jerry W o o t e n he lp ing her. Next m o n t h 
ano ther son , Mike and his wi fe T e e n a Cryer will a lso 
jo in the bus iness . 

A n o t h e r new bus iness that has recent ly o p e n e d 
is the gift shop on H ighway 117 next door to the 
Gourd ie Shop operated by the Mi rac le 's f rom Val ley 
H e a d . Many of the bus inesses that w e r e c losed for 
the win ter are do ing their " s p r i n g c l e a n i n g " a n d wil l 
r eopen s o o n . 

A long the l ines of food, the Full M e a s u r e 
Res tauran t in Fort Payne on Val ley Head Road is 
serv ing de l ic ious lunches and d inners . It is opera ted 
by Bill a n d Irene M a c D o n a l d w h o live on Lookout 
M o u n t a i n near A d a m s b u r g . W e have seen lots of 
M e n t o n e f r iends there a n d r e c o m m e n d it to y o u . 

T h e Moon Lake PTA is se l l ing ads for their an 
nua l . T h e y are reasonab le a n d a great way to show 
your suppor t for the schoo l . Y o u c a n contact the 
schoo l off ice at 634-4113 to buy an a d . 

Lyd ia S p e e d has m o v e d to Huntsvi l le due to 
hea l th p r o b l e m s and wil l be l iv ing next door to her 
d a u g h t e r Pat. She had l ived near C a m p A lp ine for 
m a n y years and was act ive in H o w a r d ' s Chape l and 
R h o d o d e n d r o n Garden C lub . Lyd ia was wel l k n o w n 
for her beaut i fu l w i ld f lower garden a n d her love and 
s u p p o r t of many f r iends in Men tone . Her daugh te r , 
G a y Godbo is , to ld us they wil l keep the house a n d 
w e h o p e that m e a n s she wil l visit o f ten . 

Fr iends of Denn is Sibert were s a d d e n e d to learn 
of his death this past m o n t h . His w i d o w is He len 
Siber t , secretary at Moon Lake Schoo l . He w a s 
bu r ied in a mil i tary c e r e m o n y . 

M a n y a r e a fami l ies are look ing fo rward to thei r 
loved o n e s re turn ing h o m e f rom serv ice in the M id 
dle East n o w that the w a r is over. A m o n g the " s o o n 
to be re tu rn ing" are: W a y n e Alsobrook, son of Lamar 
a n d Kat ie A lsobrook, C loud land ; Randy Wi l l i ams, 
son of Jeannet te a n d Bill Cous ins , C loud land ; Br ian 
L o n g , Karen H e r n d o n ' s brother ; A n d r e w I re land, 
Do ro thy Reeder ' s g r a n d s o n , Patr ick McGinn is , 
Pat r ic ia Bryan 's nephew; a n d , Al len Archer , G e n e 
T a y l o r ' s son . 

B a r b a r a N a n c a r r o w en joys Tai C h i , a fo rm of 
Ch inese exerc ise»and hopes that anyone else in
te res ted in Tai Chi wi l l cal l her at 634-4842. S h e 
h o p e s to have a w o r k s h o p in the near fu tu re . 

S o m e new babies arr ived th is winter in Mentone . 
Hea ther a n d Lyle Nice ly have a litt le girl a n d P a m 
a n d R o d n e y Foster have a boy. 

For those w h o have a b a d case of spr ing fever , 
M a r c h 22 is "Goo f -o f f D a y . " Goo f ing off is a great 
act iv i ty for w h i c h few fo lks n e e d prac t ice . 

Off: 657-3236 
Home: 845-2276 
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Local Poetry Contest Winners Named 
Students from Valley Head High School participated 

in a poetry contest sponsored by the Valley Head Women's 
Club. The students are in Ellen Wright's 10th and 12th 
grade English classes. 

The winners are: first place, Brandi Wilbanks; second 
place, Renae Wagner; and, third, Keila Hammon. 

Brandi Wilbanks, the first place winner, is a senior and 
the daughter of Debra and Daniel Wilbanks. Brandi sub
mitted two poems that tied for first place. Second place 
winner, Renae Wagner, is a sophomore and the daughter 
of Marilyn and Donnie Wagner. Keila Hammon, third place 
winner, is a sophomore and the daughter of Ronnie and 
Lynn Hammon. 

The poems were on the topics of historical landmarks, 
historical events, or national concerns. 

NATURE'S BEAUTIFUL FLAW 
By Brandi Wi lbanks First Place — 1991 

unknown to many 
what abundant beauty 
and secrets can be possessed 
high on a mountain. 

Winners Never Quit 
Quitters Never 

By Ron Johnson 
Pastor, Mentone Church of God 

This catchy little phrase, that I recall hearing sometime 
back, causes me to consider some real truth's about my 
own life and maybe it will cause you to do the same. 

Sometimes I've been caught up and so thrilled by lit
tle sayings such as this one that I failed to realize that it 
might not be correct. I want to examine this phrase a little 
closer than we possibly did at first and see if it is truly ap
plicable to our life. 

I believe that all of us, regardless of race, religion or 
culture, share more than we see or understand. We all 
have normal feelings, desires and fears. One of those 
desires shared by all of us is the desire to be a winner. 
Now I'm sure many people share many different defini
tions of being a winner. Webster's dictionary states that 
a winner is one who wins. Well, that is simple enough but 
what does it mean to win? The same dictionary states that 
to win means to "gain the victory." Though this is a sim
ple definition, I am a simple man and I like this definition. 
Personally, I want to gain the victory in every part of my 
life! Amen! . 

As you are reading this article today you are one of 
two different groups of people. You are either an individual 
who has given God control of your life through the Lord
ship of His Son Jesus Christ or you are an individual who 
has not, for whatever the reason might be. 

This is where I find the question concerning this say-
g, "Winners never quit, and quitters never w in . " It is my 

opinion that if you fall into category number one, you have 
submitted your life to Jesus Christ, according to His word, 
then this statement is true. 

In the life of a Christian we are constantly assured of 
God's love and forgiveness, nevertheless, there is no place 
for quitting — for example — quit going to church, quit 
praying, or quit trying to live a life that is holy and accep
table unto the Lord. I believe that if we quit we will not win 
the abundant life that God has promised for those who 
are obedient and if we win we must not quit! Amen! 

However if you find yourself in the category number 
two and that is one who has not submitted your life to 
Jesus Christ, then it is not completely true. Without Jesus 
Christ being the Lord of your life, then it really does not 
matter how much you try, it will be impossible for you to 
gain the victory. Without Him there is no peace, no true 
joy and there is really no hope. How sad it is to me that 
people live their life without the hope that has been pro
vided for them if only they would believe and obey. 

I guess a greater saying would be that "Winners do 
quit, quit trying to win on their own and they learn to sub
mit their life's to Jesus Christ, who has already won for 
us at Calvary. Then we as Christians never quit striving 
and pursuing all that God has for us, that we might truly 
be winners." 

I make no apologies for the statements concerning 
Jesus Christ being the only source of life. Jesus said, " I 
am the way, the truth and the life, no man cometh to the 
father but by me. " 

Fort Payne 
Wholesale Tire Co., Inc. 

We Have the Right Tires No Matter What the Need 

in its core 
waters rush 
past the creatures 
who reside in Nature's crevice. 

the hiding place of God 
a crack meant to conceal 
treasures a plenty. 

in summer 
the water invites 
the pines entice. 

in autumn 
the colors glow 
reminiscent of spice. 

in winter 
the trees are white 
and hauntingly elegant. 

in spring 
from deep below 
the mist hangs thick -~ 

dissipating slowly 
rising from the midst of the earth 
melting like daydreams on a lazy afternoon. 

TRAIN DEPOT IN VALLEY HEAD 1910 
By Brandi Wi lbanks F j r s t Place — 1991 

the dusty musty blend 
of tobacco, yellow pine floors, and leather 
keep the air full of memories. 

— the jingle of brass bells 
above the screen door 
the thump of boots — 

unknown no-name bodies 
occupying space — 
traveling with the conductor's familiar face — 
patiently waiting to leave this small place. 

grand gentlemen 
with hat and cane 
graceful ladies 
with parasols and violet scented squares of lace. 

patiently waiting to leave this small place. 

A SINGLE TEAR 
By Renae Wagner Second Place — 1991 
Today a single tear ran down my cheek, 
It was a tear for every man and woman who are risk

ing their lives to right for my freedom, 
And for every man in Washington who is doing their 

best to lead them. 

A tear for the families of the men who will die, 
And a tear for even this man they call Hussein, who 

can kill and can lie. 

A tear for all of the people who bum flags and protest, 
And a tear for the many others who feel supporting our 

troops is best. 

I cried a tear for the future, for when this war will end, 
and one for the military coming home, 

And for the dead my country will send. 

A tear for all of the hate that this world Hive in holds, 
even though I don't understand it, 

That's the way life will always be I am told. 

I cried a tear for all of the children who ask 
How long will my daddy have to stay? 
And a tear for all the peoDle who cried a tear today. 

DESOTO FALLS 
By Keila Hammon Th i rd Place — 1991 

Througn the lush beauty of the mountain, 
That rises as if to touch the sky, 
A river flows so smoothly and serenely. 

As I gaze at the vistas surrounding this peaceful trail, 
My ears catch a sound that is foreign to the peace I see. 

The serenity of the waters turn into a tumult, 
As it crashes and churns over rocks in a swirling mass, 
Only to calm itself when it reaches a pool below, 
Then goes on flowing smoothly and serenely out of my 

view. 

As I stand back and ponder the sights I see, 
I can't help but wonder: 
Is this God's way of having nature parallel itself? 

To show man that in a beat of a heart 
Life's serenity can turn to turmoil, 
But given time to calm, 
Life can flow serenely again? 

R o c k y H i l l 
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Continued from Page 1 
development and growth, but I want to be sure there's a 
good reason for it. I don't insist that everything stay un
touched, but we have too much here that is unique for it 
to be abused. I am committed that care is taken of this 
park and this river." 

It was the consensus of the group that Rob Hammond 
form a steering committee to establish an organization 
made up of the diverse interests to investigate the various 
threats to the Little River area, to communicate citizens 
concerns about these threats to government agencies, and 
to influence the way these threats are addressed. 

The steering committee held its first meeting on April 
28, 1989, at Nippersink Lodge. Although the group was 
formed in response to current potential threats to Little 
River, it took as its goal a broad-scale scheme for the ra
tional use of the area's resources in the long term. After 
electing Rob Hammond as chairman of the steering com
mittee, the group set about selecting a name. The ultimate 
choice of "Friends of Little River," suggested by Bill 
Adams, reflected the consensus that the group should be 
perceived as being " for " something rather than "against" 
something. Care was taken not to choose a name or state
ment of purpose that would imply antagonism between * e 
group and governmental agencies. The name was chosen 
also to communicate that the effort to preserve the river 
should not be limited to a few who live or work near the 
river in DeKalb County. 

The first general meeting was held on May 3 1 , 1989, 
at Camp Desoto and a nominating committee was ap
pointed for the election of officers in August. Today there 
are over 125 members of Friends of Little River. Our 
members come from a wide diversity of interests in the 
river, including fishing, hunting, canoeing, bird watching, 
protecting the water quality, preserving the scenic beau
ty of the river and more. 

The support of our membership, concerned individuals, 
educators, environmental groups, civic organizations, 
businesses, government agencies and elected officials 
nave been responsible for many significant gains for Lit
tle River. 

Little River will probably be the first river in Alabama 
to be classified as an Outstanding National Resource 
Water and is currently under study by the National Park 
Service for inclusion in the National Park and Wild and 
Scenic Rivers system. We gained cooperation of Alabama 
Power to change from clear-cutting to selective cutting in 
areas along the river and canyon. We established a River 
Watch committee to test the water quality of the river and 
monitor the river corridor for activities that might have an 
adverse effect on the river. We sponsored a clean-up of 
the river at Highway 35 and have become an active par
ticipant in the Annual Canyon Clean-up. We helped in
crease the public's awareness of environmental concerns 
by having interesting and informative guests at our 
meetings and co-sponsoring a speaker's forum on en
vironmental and community related issues with DeSoto 
State Park. We were instrumental in getting the Air Force 
to change the flight route of low level training flights over 
Little River Canyon and are investigating ways to establish 
an environmental research and education center in the 
area. 

We want to see a greenway plan completed for the Lit
tle River, concentrating on the area outside the proposed 
National Park, continue monitoring the water quality of Lit
tle River with the help of the Health Department and local 
high school, increase our membership, especially with 
those who live in the area, increase the involvement of 
our present members, improve the public's awareness of 
Friends of Little River and see an environmental research 
and education center established in the area. 

The Little River corridor is a very fragile ecosystem 
where even small changes can alter the river and its 
resources dramatically. Many factors exist that threaten 
the character and the quality of the corridor. Without a pro
tection plan for the river, carelessly planned development, 
poor forestry and agricultural practices, and incompatible 
industries could irreparably damage the fundamental 
character of the river. 

These threats must be addressed before they become 
a reality. That is why we must continue to build support 
within the community and those with diverse interest to 
come up with a plan on how we want this area to be 10, 
20 or 40 years from now. 

St. Joseph's 
Community Service 

A series of community Praise and Healing Services is 
being held at St. Joseph On-the-Mountain Episcopal 
Church in Mentone on a monthly basis. The next service 
is March 17 at 6 p.m. 

Everyone — regardless of denomination or religious 
background — is welcome to attend and receive prayer 
for God's healing touch in their lives. 

The time together will generally include praise sing
ing, Bible teaching on Christian healing and a time of 
prayer for healing through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Ralph Bullard of the National Park Service (center, front row) discussed the proposed national park at the Lookout 
Mounta in Parkway Associat ion meet ing. From left: Jack Jones LMPA president, Mentone; Ralph Bul lard; Billy 
McDow, DeKalb County Solid Waste Supervisor. Back row: LPMA Board Members James Mackey, Rising Fawn, 
Oeorg ia ; Bob Elmore, Chattanooga; Joe Barnes, Gadsden. 

Park Plans Presented To 
Parkway Association 

Ralph Bullard, of the National Park Service, who has 
headed up the study for a proposed national park for the 
Little River area was the speaker at the Lookout Moun
tain Parkway Association meeting recently. He brought 
maps outlining the proposed area of the park. 

A number of factors qualify the Little River area as a 
potential national park site Bullard explained. He said there 
was no one single significant landmark or event that make 
this area stand out but many factors including scenic, 
asthetic, natural resources, and historical give Little River 
and the Little River Canyon importance. 

The fact that Little River is located near large popula
tion areas was also a consideration for the proposed site. 

" I t 's a selling job, " Bullard commented. "What we are 
selling is the park area." 

He said that Lookout Mountain Parkway is the major 
artery through the proposed park area. 

"The Parkway is what splits the area. It provides easy 
access to the River and the Canyon," Bullard said. 

Although a very large area was included in the initial 
study, certain areas were excluded such as Manitou Cave. 
Bullard said the Park Service was very interested in the 
diversity of rare plants and animals including insects, fish, 
and birds that are native to the river and canyon. 

The Park Service has already received inquiries from 
Jacksonville State University to set up scientific research 
stations and to provide educational opportunities in the 
proposed park. 

Although the majority of the nearly 28,000 acres in the 
proposed park area is owned by the public as state park 
lands (about 5,000 acres) or by large corporations like 
Alabama Power with approximately 10.000 acres and In-

land Container (Georgia Kraft) with approximately 2,500 
acres the National Park Service will have to acquire some 
privately owned tracts. 

Bullard said there are a number of different ways that 
this could be done. 

"There will be different designations for different 
areas," he said. 

Bullard also warned private land owners that rumors 
of the National Park Service offering $300 per acre for land 
was not true. 

" N o Park Service offers have been made. There is no 
authorization for any offers to be made," he said. Bullard 
suggests that private land owners if they are contacted 
with such offers demand identification from those mak
ing the offer. 

"Cal l us in Atlanta at 404-231-5465 if you hear of this 
happening," he said. 

Bullard went on to explain the different designations 
of parks in the park system. He said there are 22 classes 
of parks including recreation areas, monuments, military 
parks, the White House, and national parks. Hunting is 
allowed in recreation areas but never in close proximity 
to public areas, he explained. 

Public hearings are scheduled April 16 at 7 p.m. at the 
DeKalb County Courthouse in Fort Payne and April 18 at 
7 p.m. at the Cherokee County Courthouse in Centre. 
These meetings will give the public an opportunity to learn 
more about the proposed park and to ask questions about 
i t i — 

The Lookout Mountain Parkway Association voted to 
formally support the proposed park area. 

Investments Topic' 
For MAPA Meet 

Investments and taxes were the topic at the March 
Mentone Area Preservation Association meeting where 
David Brouwer and investment counselor spoke. 

Brouwer quoted Benjamin Franklin saying that 
everyone should pay their taxes but pay no more than they 
absolutely were required to pay. He advised the MAPA 
group that government bonds are a wise investment and 
are tax-free. 

Comparing the United States to the rest of the world, 
Brouwer said that one of the things that makes this coun
try great is an American citizens "abil i ty to invest in the 
things that make the country strong." 

He commented that other forms of government do not 
always allow this. 

Tax-free bonds which are issued to cover the cost of 
public works projects such as roads, schools, airports, and 
sewers and issued by both the federal and local govern
ments fall under the principle of mutual reciprocity. 

"Ci ty , county and state governments can't tax the 
federal government and the federal government can't tax 
t h e m , " Brouwer explained. He said that is why govern
ment bonds are free from tax. 

Looking ahead, Brouwer predicts that interest rates will 
fluctuate but most they are "going down. " He feels that 
home mortgage rates may fall as low as 7 percent. 
Because of this trend, Brouwer does not recommend in
vesting in certificates of deposit which are subject to in
terest rates and taxes as well. 

MAPA will be supplying rhododendron to the 
Rhododendron Garden Club for planting along the 
sidewalk on Highway 117. 

Ray Froehler reported that some booths for the 
Rhododendron Festival, May 17-19 have been reserved. 
He said Terry Hutcherson will head up the entertainment 
committee. 

MAPA will pick up trash along their "adopt-a-mile" on 
M a r C h F ^ ^ f e ^ ^ ^ 

"Mentone, Alabama: A 
History" By Zora Strayhorn 

Plans are being made to reprint this book. If you have 
any additions or corrections please contact the author at. 
Route 1 Box 97, Mentone, Alabama 35984. 

RESTAURANT 
Seafood & Steaks 

Luncheon Specials 

3800 Gault Avenue North 
Fort Payne, Alabama 35967 

845-7799 

• FILET MIGNON 
• DELMONICO/RIBEYE 

• ICELAND SCALLOPS 

• SNOW CRAB L E G S 
• SHRIMP 
• FILET OF GROUPER 

SERVING HOURS: 
LUNCH MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:00-2:00 
DINNER MONDAY-SATURDAY 4:30-8:30 

• CLOSED SUNDAY • 

• GREAT FOOD 
• RELAXED ATMOSPHERE 

• REASONABLE PRICES 

Builders Supply 
Company, Inc. 
Concrete Blocks ^ Building Materials Roof & Floor Trusses 

F o r t P a y n e S y l v a n i a 
6 0 0 G o d f r e y A v e . S . H i g h w a y # 75 

8 4 5 - 1 4 5 1 6 3 8 - 2 2 4 4 

| Looking Sharp! 
. . . Thanks to: 

iOWN'S CLEANING 
& LAUNDRY 

817 Gault Ave. N. 
Fort Payne 
845-3241 

Halleg litem 
By Eloise Brown 

Ann Lohr Erikson, our former pastor, accompanied by 
her husband, Jim, and little son, Thomas, visited Mentone 
and Valley Head Methodist churches, last Sunday. They 
were moving to Ladson, S. C. A group of friends, including 
Adelaide Biddle, Frances Longshore, Venna Livingston, 
Geraldine and Howard Hawkins, Fern Fitzgerald, 
Katherine Bailey, Connie Searcy from Scottsboro, Susan 
Belk from Ashland, Terre Thompson from Tuscaloosa and 
I, joined them for dinner at the North Bama Truck Stop. 

The Sunshine Club met at the home of Sue Cooper 
for their February meeting. Those present were Evelyn 
Phillips, Gladys Cobble, Addie Hall, Bess Bauerle, Ruth 
Pickett, Evelyn Clark, Karen Freeman, Billie Harper and 
Vernitice Young. 

Becky Stott and Jayne Hicks celebrated their birthdays 
with a trip to the Bahamas. 

Gladys Stott, Ruth Pickett and Priscilla Gregory spent 
a little while with Mary Ann Smith, who has returned home 
from B.M.C.-DeKalb and is recovering from shingles. 

Virginia and Bill Livezy had as recent guests, Pam and 
Rick Vise, and son, Chris, Lisa and Hooper Mcintosh, and 
children, Ian and Darcy, from Birmingham. 

The Valley Head U.M.W. met for their February 
meeting at the home of Venna Livingston, with Frances 
Longshore as co-hostess; others present were Brownie 
Tuttfe, Laura Margaret Allison, Adelaide Biddle, Elizabeth 
Coleman, Mary Frances Tate, Velma Hammond, Gladola 
Holleman, Janie Longshore, Geraldine Hawkins, Helen 
White, Vesta Hawkins, Boise Brown and Mary Louise 
Holleman, who presented the program, " W e Are All 
Theologians." 

Ruble Finster and daughter-in-law, Geri Finster of 
Menlo, visited Tillie Schlicher, recently. 

Sue and Foyle Cooper went to visit Marguerite and 
Steve Wilson at Hixon, Tenn., on Feb. 23. They and other 
family members observed the first birthday of their great-
granddaughter, McAII Alexander. She and her parents, 
Kelly and Eddie Davis, are visiting relatives here. 

Family members helped my great-granddaughter, 
Amanda Brown, celebrate her fourth birthday at the home 
of her parents, Patti and A. J . Brown. 

Christine and Walter Brooks visited Walter's brother, 
Marvin Brooks, and his wife, Jean, at Silver Springs, Fla. 
They also enoyed the points of interest in Daytona and 
St. Augustine. 

Brad Hawkins was only 42 years old, and 17 of those 
years he spent fighting leukemia. His battle ended 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, at B.M.C. Montclair. When he was 
well or in remission, he lived life to the fullest. He enjoyed 
square dancing, horseback riding and working with cat
tle. He was a devoted husband and father and a faithful 
church member. 

Why? We always wonder why one so young, so useful, 
and so needed, is afflicted with so much suffering. Perhaps 
to exemplify patience, endurance, cheerfulness, faith, 
hope and acceptance, and to inspire us to strive to achieve 
these qualities which he exemplified. He fought an extraor
dinary battle; through it all, he had the support of a strong, 
loving wife and family, a host of friends and most of all 
his God. 

He looked so young and handsome in his casket, with 
his cowboy hat on his pillow. It exactly matched the color 
of the Autumn leaf on the lining of the lid of the casket. 
Richard Ellis gave a good eulogy and the Owens Family 
gave their tribute in song. His saddle and rope, circled by 
a wreath of flowers, adorned the casket, which was taken 
to Beene Cemetery from Lea's Chapel Church on Satur
day, March 2, on a horse drawn wagon. It was followed 
by a rider leading a riderless horse and some walking 
friends. This was a fitting tribute and crowning ceremony 
for a "good all-around cowboy" — as inscribed on the belt 
buckle he wore — and more than that — a Christian 
gentleman. It is a great loss for his wife, Jo Ann, his 
daughter, Tammy, his parents, Thelma and Clyde, his 
sister, Joyce, his brother, Hoyt, and all who loved him. 
Every one who knew him loved him because he was lov
ing and lovable. The loss is great but we must rejoice that 
his travail is ended. 

VALLEY HEAD 
HARDWARE 

6 1 5 1 

— I SJ 

The White Elephant Galleries -Antiques, Gifts, Arts, Crafts; 

5 ijR^ 3" 

T h u r s . , Fri . , Sat . 10-5 — S u n . 1-5 634-4529 
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Wttt| ICtnoa I r o u i n 

"The March wind doeth blow, and we shall have 
snow." 

March is such a strange month. Anything can happen 
and usually does. Every kind of weather will occur this 
month. Persons who are usually kind and gentle will be 
grouchy and short-tempered. March is the promise of 
things to come; the warm weather, the flowers, the green 
leaves, and carefree outdoor living. But March makes us 
wait. Relax and enjoy, it only lasts 31 days. I really like 
this month, mostly because we usually have wind and I 
love the wind. It does things, it moves leaves, it blows up 
dust and blows hats off. I can remember living in a house 
at the foot of a hill. I would go to the top of the hill when 
the wind was blowing, spread my arms wide and run full 
speed to the bottom. I know now that this was to ex
perience the freedom and cleanliness of the wind. 

We have had several unfortunate accidents in Men-
tone recently. Jimmy Berry was injured when a bale of hay 
fell on him. The young daughter of Ronnie and Gayle 
Jones, Candace was injured when thrown from a horse 
she was riding. I hope both are improving and will soon 
be well again. This might be a good time to urge everyone 
to be especially careful. Accidents can happen so fast and 
at the most unexpected time. 

I have stated before that I am very fond of the people 
in Mentone. One such person is H. P. Goss. H. P. is a very 
quiet person. He is always busy doing something. He 
works some at a local saw mill, but mostly he does 
whatever needs doing. He splits wood, he cleans the road
sides and parks, he moves things, he fixes things and he 
mows grass everywhere. He makes Mentone a better 
place to live. The city parks are neat and clean because 
H. P. keeps them that way. The garbage is sometimes a 
problem (mostly because people put household garbage 
in the public cans). H. P. deals with this in his usual quiet 
uncomplaining way, he picks it up, bags it and puts it out 
for pick-up by the collectors. H. P. has been invaluable 
to me when the time comes to get ready for the crafts 
festival. A few days before the event, he cleans, mows and 
gets the park ready. I really appreciate what you do H. P.!!! 

The Mentone Crafts Festival committee voted to 
change the dates of this year's event. We decided to move 
it to June 22 and 23. This is because the weekend follow
ing the 4th of July comes so close to the holiday. Many 
families are vacationing and visiting relatives that 
weekend. This is not a permanent change. Watch for our 
dates each year. 

The idea of a national park close by is very exciting. 
I spent the first 12 years of my life living very close to the 
rim of Little River Canyon (we called it May's Gulf). I would 
like to see this natural wonder preserved. Humankind 
seems determined to destroy their home. Whenever I try 
to understand why, I always get the same answer — 
money. Everything that destroys our earth is done so so
meone will have more money. The culprit may be an in
dividual, a large company, the state, the nation or even 
an other country. So when something so positive as the 
U. S. government wanting to set aside a part of Alabama 
to preserve, I am very pleased and excited. 

Sympathy is expressed to the family of Brad Hawkins. 
Brad was such a loving and kind person. The world is a 
better place for his having been here. 

Aren't you proud of the way our country responded to 
the gulf crisis? When the American officer said to the Ira
qi soldier, climbing from his bunker in fear of his life, " W e 
are not going to hurt you, it's OK" that summed up the 
feeling of most Americans. We weren't at war with an en
tire country but with one person who has his priorities all 
wrong. A long time ago, there was a TV program that 
began this way, "Democracy is a very bad form of govern
ment, but all the others are so much worse." Says it all, 
doesn't it? 

Club Off icers for Gir l 's 4-H at Moon Lake School are ( f rom left, bo t tom row) Angie Hunt and Apri l Gold, ( top 
row) Tonya Turgeon, Kerry Blalock, Heather Jackson and Theresa Brown. All these girls are in Mr. Bell 's class. 

GtountrB (Eunkfng 
By Nova Dean Ki lgore 

POTATO SOUP 
4 large raw potatoes, cubed 
1 /2 cup celery and leaves 
11/2 cups milk 
V2 cup diced onion 
3 tablespoons flour 
1 tablespoon butter 

Cover vegetables with water. Cook until well done. 
Make thickening with flour and milk and add to mixture. 
Stir with spoon until thickens. Add salt and pepper to taste. 
Add butter. 

* * * 
RICE GOULASH SOUP 

2 cups chopped onions 
V2 pound ground beef 
2 bouillon cubes 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 bay leaf 
3 tablespoons butter or margarine 
1 quart tomato juice 
V2 cup uncooked rice 
V2 teaspoon paprika 
1/8 teaspoon pepper 

Saute onions in butter or margarine until tender. Add 
ground beef and cook until browned. Add remaining in
gredients. Bring to a boil. Stir, cover and simmer for V2 
hour. Makes 6 servings. 

BROCCOLI SOUP 
1 (10-ounce) package frozen broccoli 
V3 cup chopped onion 
2 teaspoons salt 
1 cup water 
4 tablespoons flour 
1 can evaporated milk 
4 slices bacon 
6 cups shredded potatoes 
3 cups boiling water or more 
3 tablespoons butter 
I V 2 cups milk 
I V 2 teaspoons pepper 

Fry bacon until crisp, set aside. In big pan put in the 
potatoes, onions, salt, boiling water and the bacon grease. 
Simmer for 15 minutes. Last 5 minutes add broccoli and 
1 cup water. In another pan put in the butter, melt, then 
add the flour and both milks, cook until thick, then add 
other vegetables, pepper, salt and bacon. 

CHICKEN AND RICE CASSEROLE 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1 can cream of celery soup 
1 cup raw rice 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 cup water 

Cover with 1 raw chicken cut up. Sprinkle with salt and 
pepper. Cover with foil. Bake 350 for 1V2 to 2 hours. Un
cover and bake 15 minutes longer. 

Third Annual Canyon 
Cleaning Scheduled 

On Saturday and Sunday, March 23 and 24, DeSoto 
State Park will conduct the Third Annual Spring Canyon 
Cleaning of Little River Canyon. Park Superintendent 
Talmadge Butler says he hopes volunteers from Ten
nessee and Georgia, as well as throughout Alabama, will 
continue to support this award-winning project. 

From 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. each day, volunteers can 
register at either of two locations. On the North End of the 
Canyon, registration will be at the DeKalb-Cherokee Coun
ty Line on Alabama Highway 35. At the South End, it will 
be at the old TAG RR crossing on the entrance road from 
Alabama Highway 273 to Little River Canyon Mouth Park. 

Rescue Squads, Trail Clubs, and people with special 
skills should register at the North Station (Hwy. 35) unless 
they are from Cherokee County and would like to register 
at the South End. 

In case of rain, the cleanup will be held the weekend 
of April 6 and 7. 

Volunteers of all ages and ability are encouraged to 
help with the cleanup. All should bring gloves, long pants, 
and long sleeve shirts or jackets. Litter bags, transporta
tion, and communication will be provided. Some food may 
be provided but volunteers should bring a snack and a 
drink, just in case. 

Anyone needing further information about the cleanup 
should contact Talmadge Butler or Tim Haney at DeSoto 
State Park, (205) 845-0051. 

=ss»= 

ONE OF MENTONE'S MOST UNIQUE COT
TAGES — This 2 bedroom, I V 2 bath cottage has 
a combination kitchen, great room, 3 nice extra 
screened porch, garage, and fenced yard. Located 
within walking distance to Mentone's shops on 4 
beautiful lots. REDUCED to $69,000 or 2 lots and 
cottages, $ 5 4 , 0 0 0 . 
TWO-STORY HOME — Within two miles of Men-
tone. 4 bedrooms, 2 baths and fireplace. Located 
on 11/2 acres. Great Price $42,500. 
MINI RANCH — The grounds are wonderful with 
about 4 1 / 2 acres of the five acres fenced with a pond 
and small barn. Th<= l O c h style home has 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths t S e p a r a t e 2 car garage with 
apartment possibilities upstairs. A great buy at 
$47,000. 
DOUBLE-WIDE MOBILE HOME — Beautiful loca
tion on 24 w«oded (some cleared) acres within 3V2 
miles of DeSoto State Park. Mobile home has 3 
bedrooms and 2 baths, $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 . 
DREAM HOUSE IN FT, f A Y N E — Terrapin Hills 
Golf Estates, too 
$164,900. 

r c , O W o describe! Must See! 

ACREAGE AND LOTS 
THE PERFECT PLACE — That log cabin you've 
always wanted is just waiting to be built on these 
beautiful wooded building sites. With access to Lit-

tie River, city water and only a mile from DeSoto 
Park, truly the Perfect Place. Prices $9,500 to 
$18,500. 
6 ACRES WITH A VIEW — See the sunset for only 
$6,500. 
65 ACRES — Owner financing. 

Beautiful wooded acreage, $35,000. 
20 ACRES — 1/4 mile of Little River frontage and 
from the building site you can see it all. Owner finan
cing $60,000. 
85 ACRES ON LITTLE RIVER — With VA acre along 
the River. This is an outstanding piece of property, 
$95,000. 

S H A R O N B A R R O N 
O w n e r / B r o k e r 
(205) 6 3 4 - 4 7 6 7 O f f i c e 
5 8 6 - 6 4 0 4 H o m e 

S H A L A M U R R A Y 
S a l e s A s s o c i a t e 

8 7 8 - 7 6 1 1 

Box 1-2-3, Mentone, AL 35984 

C L A U D B U R K E 
S a l e s A s s o c i a t e 

5 8 6 - 4 1 5 2 
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MAPA MEETING 
April 2 — 7:00 p.m. 

Mentone Town Hall 
Everyone Welcome 

RHODODENDRON 
FESTIVAL 
MAY 17-19 

For information on booth rental, contact 
Shirlee Froehler 634-4450. 

THE GROUNDHOG 
c/o M.A.P.A. 
P. O. Box 50 
Mentone, AL 35984 

CAR-RT SORT 
Postal Customer 
Mentone, AL 35984 
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U. S. Postage 
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I Mentone, AL 35984 


