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One Flag, One Land, One Heart, One Hand, 
One Nation, Evermore!* 

By Sarah Hurt, Sth Grade, 1st place 
These simple words of Oliver Wendell Holmes remind us 

that the people of the United States of America are united for
ever. We have a very important symbol of that union—the 
American flag.. 

When someone mentions the American flag I think of the 
places that I have seen it flying. I think of the President of the 
United States of America. I think of the bold colors on the 
flag—red. white, and blue—and I think of being in the fifth 
grade at Moon Lake School and loving the privilege of raising 
and lowering the flag. 

When 1 see the American flag I feel proud of my country, 
and I appreciate that we have leaders who make decisions that 
help our country. Seeing the flag makes me feel accepted 
because I am a citizen and have the right to be one. When the 
flag is flying in the wind. I think of all the people in our coun
try being free. 

Although I have seen the flag many times, a few times I have 
really noticed it I notice the flag at school because my class 
has the responsibility of raising and lowering the flag every 
day. I will always remember seeing the school flag flying at 
half mast on the day of Mr. Jimmy Berry's funeral. 

I remember seeing the flags at the Washington Monument 
because so many of them surround its base. I really like a pic
ture my brother has from a backpacking trip his Boy Scout 
Troop took It is [a] picture of them on top of Baldy Mountain 
with the American flag flying on a makesluft pole in the back
ground I just like that somebody thought to take a flag up 
there with them and hang it up to celebrate their accomplish
ment. 

My favorite part of the flag is the stars because they repre
sent the fifty states. I know from reading books that it was a big 
day when a territory became a state. I think the stars remind 
me of those stories. 

The American flag plays an important role in all of our lives. 
It reminds us of the laws of our country that we should live by. 
It reminds us that we are all part of a great nation. Also, it 
reminds us that our country is united and strong even though 
we disagree about some things. 

She's a grand ole flag. She's a high flying flag. And forev
er in peace may she wave. 

* from a poem by Oliver Wendell Holmes 

What The American Flag Means To Me 
By Katie Gray, Sth Grade, 2nd Place 

The American Flag came into existence when George 
Washington wanted something to represent our nation. In the 
town where he lived, he asked the finest seamstress, Betsy 
Ross, to make a flag to represent the thirteen colonies. The 
flag had thirteen stars in a circle and thirteen stripes. 

Years have passed since the flag was made, and now there 
are fifty stars and the thirteen stripes to represent the fifty 
states. 

In the 1970's, the hippies tried to burn the flag to show that 
it meant nothing to them. 

What the flag really means to me besides its history is that 
one of the stars represents the state in which I live, and that 
after all these years, the flag is still flying and it represents the 

men and women who lost their lives in the armed forces to 
insure that we have freedom and that our country remains 
untouched by war. It represents the families who have brave
ly given their sons and daughters but who remained strong 
Americans. 

As I look at the American flag at halfmast or flying in all its 
glory, or as I stand to pledge allegiance to the flag. I am 
reminded of the sacrifices that have been made that the flag 
might still be intact. I am grateful for the freedoms I enjoy as 
an American, and the flag is a reminder to me of that privilege. 

This poem written by an anonymous poet speaks what I feel: 
I 'm proud of this America 

In which I had my birth 
To me it is the grandest place 

Of any on this earth. m : 
I'm proud to know the stars and stripes 

floats over great and small, 
And gives regardless of their race 

Security to all. 
And, for the blessed privilege 

Of being safe and free, 
I ' l l try my very best to make 

My country proud of me. 

• m u 
What I Like About Our Flag 

By Ki ra Goodwin, 3rd Place 
I like the flag because it shows almost everything about the 

states in America. I also think it's neat that we made up a song 
about the flag. I never knew that each color of the flag had a 
meaning until now. 

Red means."Courage"; white means, "Purity"; and blue 
means, "Justice". I think these words really symbolize our 
nation. Whenever I see our country's flag, it makes me feel 
proud about our nation. When I hear our national anthem it 
makes me grateful that we are a free country. I like our flag for 
all it represents, our nation, our states, our history, and most of 
all our freedom. I hope in the future all generations will love 
and know everything about our flag. 

What the American Flag Means to Me 
By Alisha Busby, 1st Place 

To me, the United States flag stands as a symbol of hope, 
flying in the name of peace. It is a tribute to the accomplish
ments of yesterday and the dreams and hopes of tomorrow. 
The colors of the flag, red, white, and blue, can stand for many 
different things. To me, red is for the courage of the men and 
women who have fought for our county. White is for our lib
erty and freedom, and blue stands for loyalty and faith. 

God has given us many things and the United States flag is 
one of them. God gave us the flag to let us know that he has 
given us peace, hope, and liberty. For this reason, I will pledge 
my allegiance now and forever to the stars and stripes of the 
United States of America. 

• 
What the American Flag Means to Me 

By Anna Rievley, 2nd Place 
The American flag, flying high from the east coast to the 

west coast, means many things to many people. The American 

flag, for some, symbolizes hope and equality. For some, it is a 
symbol of freedom. To me, the American flag means unity, 
unity from the past to the present. 

The American flag consists of thirteen stripes and fifty stars. 
This is where the nickname "Stars and Stripes" originated. The 
stars and stripes come together to form one perfect unit. To me, 
this symbolizes the unity required to form the union we have 
today, the completed United States of America. 

When Betsy Ross sat down to sew the first flag of this 
nation, there were thirteen members of the United States. She 
sewed thirteen red and white stripes. To me, this was a symbol 
of the bond shared by the original thirteen states as they 
worked to become one nation, under one government. Then, 
she added a square to the corner. In this square, she put thirteen 
white stars, also a symbol of the thirteen states. 

Over the next few years, there were many additions to this 
flag Betsy Ross had made. The number of stripes stayed the 
same, but as one by one more states joined the union, the num
ber of stars increased. In my opinion the number of stripes 
stayed the same so that throughout time, the memory of the 
original thirteen colonies, of their work, and of their sacrifices 
would not be forgotten. I believe that there were stars added to 
represent new members and to symbolize the nation as a 
whole. 

As the American flag flies forever over the United States, it 
will continue to mean many different things to many people. 
For me, it will always symbolize the unity of the original thir
teen states and those that later joined the union. It will forever 
remind me of the work and sacrifices made by the states to 
form one nation. To me, the American flag is a symbol of 
unity, unity from the past to the present. 

What the American Flag Means to Me 
By Buck Strickland, 3rd Place 

To me the American flag not only represents a symbol of 
freedom, but also unity as a nation. When I ponder upon the 
American flag it represents to me the knowledge that it took 
our forefathers to bring forth from a young nation the country 
that we now know as the United States of America. It also 
reminds me of the thousands of great men who lost their lives 
fighting for this wonderful nation 

(See schedule of events on Page 18.) (Continued on Page 5.) 
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Collette Kerby named to the 
National Register of Who's Who in 

Executives and Professionals 
Collette Kerby, owner of the Log Cabin Restaurant and 

Deli was named in Dec. to the National Register of "Who's 
Who in Executives and Professionals." The 2000 edition is 
registered at die Library of Congress in Wash, D.C., and 
selection is certified by Dunn and Bradstreet for diose indi
viduals "who have reached a level of recognizable success 
in their respective field." 

"Travel" (a special to the Star Banner) by Arturo and 
Maureenbrigid Gozalcz recendy featured die "Log Cabin 
Deli," which included two places a must to visit in North 
Alabama: The Log Cabin Deli and Unclaimed Baggage of 
Scoltsboro. 

The Mississippi Chapter of die RV's and Gold Wings 
travel brochure featured the Log Cabin Restaurant and Deli 
widi special "kudos" to Rick Weber for making their visit so 
enjoyable. 

The Log Cabin Restaurant and Deli is also featured in two 
hardback books, "Northeast Mountains" and "Alabama 
Historic Restaurants." 

r Do you have a picture or an 
| article you would like to submit? j 
. To submit pictures for an issue of The -
I Groundhog, please get them in by the 15th of I 
• each month to either Evelyn Graves or Marie a 
• Dillenbeck. Copy or articles should be in no later I 
I than the 20th, so the paper can be printed on the | 

25th of each month. Thank you. 

--PUBLIC NOTICE--
MENTONE PLANNING 

AND ZONING COMMISSION 
Meeting Dates for 1999: 

March 18 June 17 
September 16 December 16 

All meetings are at 4 P.M., are open to 
the public, and are held in the Town Hall. 

MAPA Meeting 

Larry Dodson's 
"Comforting Thoughts" 

Prints on Sale 
You can still purchase a Larry Dodson 

print of "Comforting Thoughts" by con
tacting the DeKalb County Cluldren's 
Advocacy Center. 

Tliis print was made especially for die 
Advocacy Center as a fund raiser. The 
cost is $10.00 and is available at die 
Advocacy Center, Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
and also at the tag office in DeKalb 
County. Call 256-997-9700 to reserve 
V your copy. 

31j fy j-
t P a t r i c k ' s 

President Homer Crow called die March 1st meetinj 
order and Jim Lyday gave the invocation. New mem 
Cheryl Baker, of The Shed, was welcomed. Jim Lyday,1 

has been out for several mondis due to healtii problems, 
welcomed back. 

Some issues that were discussed at die February nice 
were: die installation of signs by the Alabama Departu 
of Transportation (DOT) to slow large trucks down as I 
go through die town of Mentone. One suggestion was 
a petition be drawn up and made available diroughout 
community to obtain as many signatures as possible, I 
forward the petition to die DOT, requesting that dieir dep 
mcnt help with die speed problem in Mentone. 

Sherman Gough made a motion that MAPA purchat 
microwave to donate to die Community Center, winch 
seconded by Mickey Gough, and passed by the member 

Mr. Gough also announced that it was time for a no 
Adopt-A-Mile pickup on die MAPA mile. During 
March meeting, die dale was set for Saturday , March 2( 
9 a.m., with Saturday, March 27, being the alternate da; 
case of bad wcadicr. Those volunteering arc to meet at 
Reilly's Deli parking lot to begin die pickup. 

Bcrnise Crow presented a brief liistory of MAPA. 
The speaker for die February meeting was Eliza! 

Wheallcy of the Cluldren's Advocacy Center in Fort Pa; 
At the March meeting. Bcrnise Crow read a list of 

1983 common goals of MAPA, which included die foil 
ing diat were adopted and completed or ongoing: 

•obtaining an official designation of the Old H 
Square in Mentone as a slate and national "historic dislri 

•continued support of The Groundhog publication: 
• reconstruction of die historic rock wall: 
• rebuilding of die public picnic shelter at brow park: 
•participation and promotion of quality, seasonal evi 

in the Mentone Area: 
•highway recognition signs for the Mentone area: 
•encouraging the stale and county road department: 

paint divider stripes on area roads (Co. Rd. 89 was pail 
as a result of dieir efforts); 

• a membership drive to increase membership in MAI 
•Cleaning and enhancing die Mentone Springs site ( 

has been a project that was done in die past.) 
At die March 1st meeting. Corinne Caplano mad 

motion dial MAPA clean up the pathway to die Mcnt 
Springs. Mickey Gough seconded the motion and the mi 
bcrs approved. Friday, March 12. at 3 PM. was the date 
to look into tiic project to sec what will be necessary to c 
the overgrown pathway to the springs. 

Bcrnise announced dial widiout her usual helpers. Dor 
Waters and Donna Hutcheson. the Rhododendron Qu 
Contest may not take place. 

Cheryl Baker said that the Mentone Springs and W 
Elephant arc planning in May to have some exhibits scl 
behind the Mentone Springs and White Elephant in ordc 
help draw visitors to the area. Since MAPA lias decided 
to have the Rhododendron Festival, somctliing needs tc 
offered for the visitors who regularly conic to tliis area c 
ing May. They plan to have Rhododendrons for sale 
well as a variety of crafts. MAPA may have a booth. 

Dot Crow introduced the speaker for die March niccti 
Mr. Rick)' Little of die Alabama Emergency Managcn 
Association. A lifelong resident of Ider. Mr. Little 
devoted his time to helping people by volunteering his t; 
at the Ider Rescue Squad (21 years, so far), being a fon 
Mayor of Ider. working on the Ider Fire Department foi 
years. He spoke on the wcadicr problems and possibility 
tornados, focusing on installation of sirens to warn DcK 
County residents of tornados. Mr. Litde is actively seek 
funding to have sirens installed in die county at stralc 
places, schools if possible, for early warning in the even 
such storms. A NOAA Weather Radio was rccommendei 
each home to help prepare for any type of weadier 

In an emergency situation, his recommendation was tc 
to die basement or lowest floor of your home. The 1 
place is in die center of your home where there are no v 
dows. Linen closets are the best protection because of 
availability blankets, pillows and odier bedding. Kee 
flashlight handy at all times. 

The meeting was adjourned to have refreshments. 



SPORTS 

AFIELD 

By 
PHIL H A R R I S 

NATIONAL SPORTS AT A G L A N C E 
Women's Basketball: The Tennessee Lady Vols won 

another SEC women's championship in Chattanooga. They 
defeated Florida. Alabama, and Georgia to claim the crown. 
Tennessee goes for a fourth straight national title beginning 
next week. 

Many people are going to be glad to see Chamique 
Holdsclaw finally leave Tennessee. She has already been 
voted die second best college player of all time, behind Cheryl 
Miller If Tennessee wins a fourth consecutive national cham
pionship. 1 believe she will be considered the best 

As many as eight SEC teams may make the big dance. 
Tennessee. Alabama. Georgia. Kentucky. LSU, Auburn, and 
Florida are probables. Miss. St.. Ole Miss, and Arkansas are 
on the bubble with winning records. Simply put, the SEC is 
the premier conference in women's college basketball. 

Auto Racing Mark Martin won the Dura-Lube 400 at the 
North Carolina Speedway. Martin's triumph followed up an 
exciting Daytona 500 win by Jeff Gordan. Mike Skinner leads 
the early season points chase over Rusty Wallace and Ken 
Schrader. Martin is 8th. Gordan is 11th. and Dale Earnhardt is 
17th. Next stop - Las Vegas. 

Men's College Basketball: Auburn has enjoyed a remark
able 26-2 season an SEC western division title, and a possible 
number one seeding in the NCAA tournament. The Tigers 
have been ranked as high as two and are the favorite to win the 
SEC tournament in Atlanta. 

Tennessee surprised Kentucky and won the eastern division 
title. Tennessee may be one of those darkhorse teams in the 
NCAA tournament. They have won six straight games. 
Alabama really came on at the end of the season. Coach Mark 
Gottfried did a wonderful job of holding this team together. 
After being routed by Tennessee and Auburn, this team 
rebounded to upset Kentucky. Ole Miss, and Arkansas. The 
Tide finished at 16-13 and are probably headed for the NIT. 
Look for the Tide to upset Georgia in the first round of the 
SEC tournament. Then they get Auburn. 

The SEC feels like it should get at least six teams in the 
NCAA tourney. Tennessee. Auburn. Florida, Kentucky, and 
Arkansas are in. Mississippi and Mississippi State are on the 
bubble. 

Groundhog top ten: i . Duke 2. Connecticut 
3. Auburn 4. Michigan St. 5. Stanford 6. Maryland 
7. Cincinnati 8. Miami 9. Arizona 10. St. Johns 

NBA Basketball: The NBA is just not the same without 
Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls. The Bulls lose night 
after night and there is no one to root for or against. With 
players changing teams like baseball now. it is hard to get 
interested. One constant has been Jordan and the Bulls Now, 
that's gone. 

Indiana. Miami. Utah, and the L A . Lakers are projected as 
being the best. In a 50-game shortened season, who knows 
Right now. it seems to be, who cares! 

Pro Baseball: Atianta and the New York Yankees continue 
to buy the best players to keep them on top. Baltimore, New 
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York Mets, L A . Dodgers, and Cleveland Indians have made 
major strides to compete with the Yanks and Braves. 

College Baseball: The SEC puts together some pretty good 
teams this time of the year. LSU, Alabama, Auburn. Florida, 
and Mississippi State were the top teams last year. I under
stand that Alabama sold out its season ticket allotment, 
already. With the SEC tournament being in Birmingham, it 
gives Alabama and Auburn time to build a pretty good fan 
base. 

SPORTS ON T H E S C E N E 
The Geraldine Lady Bulldogs (20-12) followed up a 1998 

State 2-A runner-up trophy with another 2-A runner-up trophy 
in 1999. Only, this time, it was a little disappointing. 
Geraldine led number one ranked Cold Springs 48-45, with 
four minutes to go. They did not score until a basket by Branch 
Roberts to cut the lead to 56-50, with 13 seconds left. It was 
in the Lady Bulldogs grasp, it just slipped away 

Coach Steve Simpson's team completed an amazing run. 
They were 11-11 after they were upset by Sylvania in the 
DeKalb County Tournament. They were struggling and left 
for dead. They went to work and things just started clicking. 
After the county tournament, they defeated West End to clinch 
home field advantage in the 2-A Area 13 tournament. 
Geraldine won the area tournament and defeated sixth ranked 
Valley Head in the sub-regional. They withstood a 37 point, 
10 rebound performance by Pam Garrett and defeated 
Lineville. They capped that with an upset of second ranked 
Fyffe in the region finals at Jacksonville State. On to 
Birmingham, when they defeated fourth ranked Alabama 
Christian 69-44. Nine straight wins and back to the finals. 
Cold Springs ended an amazing run by Geraldine. If you look 
back and see what they accomplished after the county tourna
ment, it was just phenomenal. As one Geraldine fan might say, 
"It was no fluke this time." 

Other teams of note: 
GIRLS: 
Valley Head (24-9) - The Lady Tigers were 2A runner-up to 

Fyffe. They had to travel to eventual state runner-up, 
Geraldine, and lost 64-53. 

Fyffe (31-3) - The Lady Devds fell short of their main goal 
—a 2-A state championship. Two straight years they have been 
Northeast region runner-up to Geraldine. Fyffe is not used to 
losing. Rebecca Long was voted 2-A player of the year. 
Congratulations, Rebecca! 

Crossville (13-11) - The Lady Lions lost to 3-A Northeast 
Region champion North Sand Mountain at Jax State. Getting 
to the Northeast Region tournament for Crossville was a huge 
accomplishment. 

BOYS 
Plainview (22-9) - The Bears won the DeKalb County 

Tournament in Coach Terry Mitchell's final season as coach at 
Plainview. They lost to Springville in the sub-regionals. It 
will be strange going to the Rainsville Civic Center and not 
seeing Coach Mitchell roaming the floor. 

Fort Payne (24-4) - The Wildcats were shocked at home in 
the area tournament semi-finals, on a half court shot by Hazel 
Green. A great year and heart breaking end for Fort Payne. 

Crossville (24-6) - Crossville finished runner-up to 
Litchfield in 3-A Area 10. They lost to Randolph County in 
the sub-regional. 

Collinsville (23-9) - The Panthers were beaten by 1A 
Northeast region finalist Madison Academy. They were run
ner-up in the area to the other region finalist - Spring Garden. 

Valley Head (15-13) - The Tigers lost to Ider in the first 
round of the area tournament. Valley Head finished the season 
with a winning record for the first time since 1986-87. They 
have only had three winning seasons since 1967. 

That does it for another month. God bless! 
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W I L S O N 
F U N E R A L H O M E 

3801 Gault Ave. N. 
P.O. Box 30 

Fort Payne, A L 35967 
(256) 845-9150 

24-hour Obituary Information Line 
(256) 997-9867 

From 

( E m i t t e r * 

By 
B R U T U S 

Devoted fans and loyal readers, greetings from Atianta. 
Last year about this time, Moi's life between die counters 
changed. Moi is still hard at work here in the Adanta area 
helping keep major crime and theft to a minimum. As I said 
last February: Adanta is no Mentone-for sure. 

Moi has heard that moi's favorite spot between the coun
ters will soon belong to new owners. The Mentone 
Superette lias been sold! Al's last day was Saturday,Feb. 
27, as it was for faidvful workers, Cheryl Crane, Eric Crane 
and Cricket Liles. 

The new owners are Hobson and Martha Kirby. They 
have great plans to keep the Superette a thriving business. 
Moi lias heard diat die store will be closed for renovations 
and the installation of new gas pumps. The plan is to have 
die Superette open around the middle of April, this year. 

Hobson and Martha will treat all the customers right, they 
love Mentone and the people in it. Hobson worked for sev
eral years on die Mentone Town Council and Martha works 
for die Mentone Post Office. They also own The Catalog 
Store in Trion. Ga., so they know what it takes to keep the 
customers happy. 

Keep watching The Groundhog for their grand opening 
date and plan to celebrate widi diem on dieir BIG day. 
Mentone has always had two stores, and die Superette will 
continue to meet die demands of its customers when it 
reopens. 

Moi is pleased diat such fine people will be carrying on the 
tradition diat the Blackbums started way back in 1920, when 
William's parents, JO.and Naomi, began Blackburn's 
General Store. William bought die Superette in 1962, and 
turned it over to Al in 1994. William died December 20, 
1997. He is mourned by all wlio knew him. 

Al lias had to juggle two businesses: the Superette and 
Blackburn's Nursery, besides having a family: wife Vickie, 
and two children Wil and Alex, that keep him mighty busy. 
Al is luck)' he has Vickie to run the nursery when he's not 
diere. While Moi was between die counters, Wil and Alex 
visited a lot with their mom, Vickie. They all hope to have 
more time widi each otiier witii just die nursery to look after. 
Moi knows how fast die little ones grow up. 

For all you super fans out tiiere, moi misses your adoration 
and devotion, but with moi's duties keeping crime to a min
imum over here in Atlanta, there hasn't been time to make 
die trip back to visit. 

Well, it's about time to make the rounds again. A great 
canine's work is never done-he just finds other places to be 
of service. Thank you for being there, fans. Remember. Moi 
loves vou! 

CITIZENS BANK 
OF VALLEY HEAD 
Large Enough to Serve You-^ 
Small Enough to Know You! 

Valley Head 635-6292 
Member FDic 

Ider 657-5122 
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itlentone rr 
(irapebine 
By Marie S. Dillenbeck 

The Mentone Superette has been sold and will reopen 
around the middle of April. Check the Brutus column on page 
3, for the details. 

Thanks to Danny Greenleaf of G & G Business Machines 
in Fort Payne for keeping my equipment going to continue 
typesetting The Groundhog. I don't know what I'd do if he 
didn't come when I needed him. Thanks. Danny! 

Continue to keep Leonard and Mae Shigley in your 
prayers. 

Jim and Penny Lyday were thrilled to hear that the doctors 
could find no cancer spots when their neice, Sara, had tests 
done—they had disappeared. Jim and Penny believe in the 
power of prayer! Jim is continuing to gain strength and has 
been seen out in the community several times lately. Keep on 
improving, Jim. We need you and Penny. 

Ed and Gerry Disney celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on February 24, with a quiet ceremony at 
Mentone. Congratulations, Ed and Gerry! 

Buddy and Norma Williams celebrated their 53rd wed
ding anniversary on March 2. Congratulations, Buddy and 
Norma! 

Get well wishes go out to Mr. Jackie Heaps of Sylvania. 
Jackie was burned in an explosion at his garage on Feb. 15. 
He is currendy in the intensive care unit at Erlanger. Keep 
him in your prayers. 

Keep Kathryn Jones and husband, Herman, in your 
prayers. Both are in the nursing home at Stevenson. Also 
keep daughter, Evelyn Graves, in your prayers as she visits 
them 

Mrs. Myrtle Blansit is recovering from a broken hip she 
suffered in late January. We hope she is feeling lots better. 

Our condolences to Gail Crider of Mentone and family on 
the loss of their mother, wife, grandmother, and great grand
mother, Mrs. Margaret J . Fann, on February 22. 

Mrs. Bessie Wilks is feeling much better after a sick spell, 
as is Mr. Ed Ringer. Mr. Ringer suffered from sinusitis, but 
he is almost as good as new now. 

Our condolences go out to the Burnett family on the loss 
of their father and grandfather, as well as get well wishes to 
Mrs. Burnett. 

Beth Moore and Austin and Preslie Gilford spent an 
evening together to play recendy. They all had a wonderful 
time and hope to do it again soon. Beth is their babysitter and 
they love her lots. Beth's toe is all well now. 

Tommy Gilford hasn't been feeling well lately and we 
send him get well wishes. 

Jean Gauld is going to Austria to witness to the 
unchurched in that country. She is a great inspiration to those 
who know her and her work for the Lord. 

Luanne Johns, of Marietta, GA., had her second birthday 
on March 3. She is the granddaughter of the late Jean 
Matthews. 

Happy 91st Birthday to Ruby Daniel. She will be 91 on 
March 31. Many more happy returns. Ruby. We love you! 
Ruby is at the Fountains in Ft. Payne. Room 212. She would 
love to hear from all her friends. 

Special Happy Birthday wishes go to Maureen Brewer 
whose birthday is March 30. 

On April 5, the Mentone Springs Hotel celebrates its 3rd 
year of opening as a Bed and Breakfast under the ownership 
of David and Claudia Wassom Congratulations, you've 
worked hard and it shows. Thanks for being here! 

Jo and George Beaube will be going to Copper Hill, TN, 
to celebrate Minnie Sullivan's (Jo's mother) 99th birthday, 
March 18. Their daughter and son-in-law, Ann and Arturo 
Garcia of ElPaso, TX, were here in Mentone visiting with Jo 
and George. They are expecting their first child in June of this 
year. Congratulations to the new parents-to-be! 
• Congratulations to young weather artists from Valley Head 
whose drawings have appeared recentiy in the Times-Journal: 

Dustin Davis, 10, (1/28); Trista Blackmon, 10, (2/3); 
Ariana Beard, 8, (2/11): Joseph Atwood, (10), (2/17); 
Patricia Templeton,10. (2/19): & Ashley Johnson (9) (2/26) 

If you haven't taken the time to stop by Jack Jones' Red 
Barn (hours 9 a.m-3 p.m.)on County Road 106 in Mentone, 
it will be worth your visit. He has a waterfall, an artist gallery, 
antique car exhibit, and several farmyard animals, i.e., potbel
lied pigs named Annie and Tillie; several calves, several 
goats, including triplets. Marty Osborne, who is very creative, 
was the builder and also is the caretaker. 

Nancy Rector celebrated her birthday on Sat. Feb. 27, with 
a party at Marshall & Annette Orr's house in Valley Head. 
Many of Nancy's friends attended. 

Bessie Moxley stopped in the town hall today. She spends 
a lot of quality time in Mentone, reading and relaxing from 
hectic life in the big city—Birmingham. 

Rev. Charles Jenkins of Valley Head will have an eventful 
Easter this year. On April 4th, he will celebrate his 5th year 
of preaching at the Valley Head Baptist Church. 
Congratulations, Charles. 

Thanks to Marilyn Campbell for providing my meal for 
Wednesday evening—the night before having this issue of The 
Groundhog printed. She was the hostess at the Ethel Brown 
Unit of Mentone UMW I was not able to attend the luncheon 
before the meeting on Wednesday, but I was able to make the 
meeting at 1 PM. The soup, rolls, and jello sure hit the spot. 

Deepest sympathies to the families of the following who 
have passed away: 

•Mrs. Mddred Beatrice Shrader, 75, Valley Head, 2/18 
•Mrs. Margaret J . Farm, 74, Ider, 2/22 
•Joseph Henry Blalock, 79, Cloudland, Ga.. 2/22 
•Willis Carmel "Doc" Gatiin, 79, Valley Head, 2/25 
Dessie Newberry of Dessie's Kountry Chef, will celebrate 

being open for 8 years on March 6. Congratulations, Dessie. 
Thanks for "hanging in there." 

This month, there are two full moons— a blue moon month! 
Happy March Birthday/Anniversary wishes to •S-Nate 

Wilson, Laura Martin (16); •4-Ruth Porter, Durell Owens; 
• 5 - EikoKey, Shelby Langley; 96 - Inez Guffey; • 11-Marie 
Hunt; «12- George Shankles; •H-Mary Jane Hunt; «18-
Shenyl Lewis; •19-Michelle Moore, Savanah Smith; ©20-
Wanda Simmons; •21-Wanda Black; Donna Bouldin; *22-
Johnny Cooper; •23-April Blansit; #24-Rick Chapman, 
Jimmy Phillips; *25- Evelyn Graves: •26-Angie Laney, 
Peter Stevens (7); #27- Gary Talley; •28-Betty Chapman, 
Brigitta Modglin, Frankie Lewchuk, Cindy Bethune, #30-
Maureen Brewer, Donyal "Foots" Rector (in memory); • 3 1 -
Ruby Daniel (91). 

Happy April Birthday/Anniversary wishes to: •1-Jerod 
Hulgan; •2-Milton Chambers, Mary Pearson, Effia & Annie 
Harrison; •3-Alfred Chambers. (Others will be in April 
issue.) 

Remember, school will not be in session March 29 through 
April 5. It is time for Spring Break! Be careful out there!!! 

Have a safe holiday and celebrate Easter by attending the 
Annual Easter Sunrise Service (April 4. 7 AM) held at the 
Lee Crow Farm in Mentone, and the Easter services at your 
church of choice. 

Remember, too, on Easter, April 4, the time changes to 
Daylight Savings Time! 

T i l l 
' S E R V I C E S 

NOTICE: The April issue of The Groundhog wdl be pub
lished on April 1 and in the mad on April 2, and the May issue 
on April 29 and in the mail April 30. 

Those submitting articles and/or photos, please get them to 
us between the 15th-20th of each month. April issue - due 
date is March 15-20. May issue due date is April 15-20. 
Thank you. 

* R E M E M b E R | 

D A Y L I G H T S A V I N G T I M E 
7 ^ I B eq ins A p R i l 4 th 

MENTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
At the March 1st meeting of die Mentone Town Coun 

the availability of water to the Lee Crowe Community \ 
discussed. The delay has been die installation of die n 
pneumatic pump at the tank location. The pump is n 
completed, a new power pole needs to be set, the li 
flushed and meters installed. As soon as litis is complct 
water will be furnished to die customers in dial area. 

Frank Hill was appointed by unanimous vote to fill 
vacant scat on the North Lookout Mountain Fire Protect 
District. Volunteer Fire Department Board of Directors. 

Other vacancies in Zoning boards were filled conling 
upon die nominee accepting the appointments to the Bo 
of Adjustment and to die Planning Commission. 

Widi die purchase of a new police vehicle, the 1988 Fi 
Crown Victoria was declared surplus, and closed bids will 
accepted, with March 31 being the date to receive die bi 
which will be opened at the April 5di meeting at 7 P 
A classified ad will appear in The Times-Journal. 

At the February 1st meeting, the council received a con 
lional request to transfer the existing Mentone Cable fr: 
chise to Helicon Company, a national cable system—prov 
cd the transaction was approved, negotiated, and clos 
Present for Mentone Cable were Gary Haas and Mr. Kidd 
along widi attorney David Dodd of Fort Payne. Mr. Anlhc 
Pope, regional manager, and Mr. Kalesch reprcseni 
Helicon. 

Mr Pope presented information about his company: tl 
have 180,000 customers from Vennont to Louisiana, inch 
ing SC, NC. W VA, TN, GA, AL, and the services dicy p 
vide, which will include upgrading die present cable syste 
They presendy have service in Summcrvillc and Men 
Georgia. Mr Pope answered questions from the council a 
the audience about services and rates. A motion and a si 
ond was made to allow die transfer of die franchise conl 
gent upon the sale being successful for Mentone Cab 
Questions from the audience followed before a vote, f 
Kalesch commented on die engineering aspects of scrvi 
and response time, and indicated that they arc going to inc 
porale fiber optic cable when they rebuild the system, fi 
Kidder explained that die reason dicy wanted to sell tc 
large company is tliat it would have die ability to increase I 
efficiency and number of channels available to die public, 
well as the reception. A vote on the motion widi die sccoi 
was unanimous. 

Mr. C. E. Brill. Cliainnan of the Planning Commissi! 
recommended dial die new police officer. Jeff Bain, 
placed on die planning board as an cx-officio member, 
motion widi a second to acccpl Mr. Britt's rccommcndali 
to appoint Jeff Bain as an ex-officio member of the Planni 
Commission was passed unanimously. 

Johnny Ferguson, Chief of Police, recommended dial I 
town send a petition to die Slate of Alabama requesting tl 
the speed limit be changed to 35 MPH all the way tlirou 
Mcnlonc city limits on Hwy 117. A motion was passed d 
the town contact die appropriate department to liavc U 
done. (*Scc note below.) 

Appreciation was expressed to die Scouts of Pack 106 
Mentone for attending the meeting and conducting I 
pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

The next town council meeting will be on April 5th. ai 
the time will change to 7 PM for the meeting, as dayliy 
savings time begins on April 4. 

(*Thc Department of Transportation (DOT) was 
contacted, and Mr. Curtis Lowe, District Manager of 
die DOT in Dutton, AL, came to the town hall on 
Wednesday morning, March 3, in response to a tele
phone call to him about several matters. He said dial 
the proper procedure woidd be to contact Mr. Kerry 
Nee Smidi at the Guntcrsvillc office and he would 
explain the exact procedure to follow.) 

> 
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Continued from page 1. 

When I look at the thirteen stripes of the American flag, it 
makes me realize how thirteen small colonies can generate a 
melting pot filled with free people-no matter what race or 
denomination. I know when 1 look at the stars on the flag I 'm 
also looking at fifty free, but united, states which are now rec
ognized as a free nation under God. with liberty and justice 
for all. Therefore, with only the flag in mind. I am proud to be 
an American living under the flag that symbolizes freedom 
and unity 

T H E V A L L E Y HEAD 
WOMAN'S C L U B 

The Valley Head Woman's Club met at the Valley Head 
Baptist Church on February 17 to make awards to winners in 
the annual essay contest. The essays this year were tided 
""What the American Flag Means to Me!" 

Inelle Hurt gave the devotional based on scripture in the 
book of Esther. Her theme was "'our date with destiny" and 
she emphasized our responsibility to do the best we can and 
put Christ first in our lives. 

In the absence of Sue Hamilton (our Education and Special 
Projects Chairman). Ruth Hammon welcomed the essay con
testants, their parents and teachers. She read an interesting 
writeup by Sue Hamilton about the American flag and its his
tory. 

Joyce Smith, 5th grade teacher at Moon Lake School, intro
duced the three winners from her class. They were: 1st place. 
Sarah Hurt: 2nd place. Katie Gray; and 3rd place. Kira 
Goodwin. Rhonda Lasser. teacher at Valley Head High 
School, introduced the winners from that school. They were: 
1st place. Alisha Busby: 2nd place. Anna Rievley: and 3rd 
place. Buck Strickland. 

Each student read his/her essay aloud. All of them were 
very good and each one received a certificate and a monetary 
award The essays begin on page one and continue at the top 
of this page. 

Refreshments were served immediately after the readings so 
that the students and teachers could get back to school in time 
to catch buses. The ladies in charge of refreshments were 
Martha Stanley. Ruth Hammon. Edna Morgan, and Adelaide 
Biddle. The fellowship hall was appropnately decorated with 
small flags, red. white and blue centerpieces, and napkins. 
Every thing was delicious and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

The business meeting was called to order by President 
Evelyn Graves. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Martha 
Stanley. 

Recording Secretary Judith Hammon called the roll and read 
the minutes of the last meeting. 

Members discussed the preparation of a meal for seniors on 
March 4. Cooks are: Inelle Hurt. Helen Longshore, and Flo 
Kirby. On April 1, Cooks wdl be: Evelyn Graves, Jan 
Wilkinson and Dallyne Jones. 

Edna Morgan announced details of the plans for our Spring 
Luncheon on May 19 at Nippersink Lodge. The cost will be 
$10.00 per person and it will be appreciated if everyone will 
turn their money at the April meeting. 

The hostess gift was won by Inelle Hurt. 

L/R: Kira Goodwin, 3rd place; Katie Gray, 2nd place; Sarah Hurt, 1st Place; 
teacher Joyce Smith from Moon Lake School 

L/R: Buck Strickland, 3rd place; Anna Rievley, 2nd place; Alisha Busby, 1st Place; 
teacher Rhonda Lasser from Valley Head School 

Family Chiropractic Care 

Dr. Steven L . McGee 
Chiropractor 

Appointments, walk-ins, 
Emergencies are Always Welcome 
Open Monday through Saturday 

Approved Insurance Accepted 
1913 Godfrey Avenue N.E. , Fort Payne, A L 35967 

(256-845-2819 

"Serviced by the same family since 1933" 

BROWN'S 
CLEANING & LAUNDRY 

"An old company with new ideas" 
Un i fo rm Renta l • Dust Contro l • Vau l t Storage for Fu rs & Woolens • Drapery 
C lean ing w i th Mach ine Decorator Fo ld * Suede, Leather & Fu r C lean ing "F i re 

Restorat ion & Odor R e m o v a l • Wedd ing G o w n Preservat ion • Al terat ions • 
L i n e n Renta l * P i l l ow C lean ing 

817 Gault Ave. N, Fort Payne, A L 
256-845-3241 

Full Laundry Service 

T h e L o o k o u t 
Restaurant 

"Atop Lookout Mountain" 
CLOUDLAND, G E O R G I A 

(706) 862-2515 
Reservations Necessary Friday and Saturday 
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GIRL SCOUTS ® 

Each year, Girl Scouts of die United States celebrate Girl 
Scout Week during the week in which March 12 falls. The 
first troop meeting was held in the United States on March 
12, 1912. During Girl Scout Week, troops show their com
munities what tiiey do. 

Mrs. Juliette Gordon Low established Girl Guiding in the 
United States in 1912. She soon changed the name to Girl 
Scouting. Mrs. Low held the first troop meeting in her home 
in Savannah, Ga., on March 12, 1912. The organization 
opened its national headquarters in Washington. D.C.. in 
1913. The headquarters later were moved to New York City. 
The national organization was incorporated in 1915, and Mrs. 
Low became the first president. In 1950, die U.S. Congress 
issued a charter to the Girl Scouts of die U.S.A. in recogni
tion of its service. 

GIRL SCOUTING: 

P IIL 
A ?Ot'NOATlOSf @p E XCKULENCE P 

National Ctrl Scout Week: March 7-13,1999 

UNITED GIVERS FUND OF DEKALB COUNTY, INC. 

GIRL SCOUTS OF 
NORTH ALABAMA, INC. 

Q. What is the Mission Statement of Girl Scouts of North 
Alabama? 

A. It is die mission of Girl Scouts of North Alabama, Inc. 
to serve as die major community resource for development 
of girls into self-assured, resourceful women who will be 
tomorrow's leaders. 

Q. Is Girl Scouting open to all girls in DeKalb County and 
are there membership fees or otiier costs? 

A. Girl Scouting is offered to all girls in kindergarten 
through twelfth grades (ages 5-17) in DeKalb County 
schools. Recruitment flyers and posters are distributed to all 
schools and public libraries throughout die area. There are 
some costs involved including fees for district events. These 
fees are nominal and help cover the cost of materials. 
However, financial assistance is available to all girls and 
adults if needed. 

Q. How does the Girl Scout Program differ from that of 
other youth groups? 

A. Girl Scout Programs provide an all-girl environment 
with activities dial are coordinated by trained adult leaders. 
These activities are consistent with Girl Scout principles, 
beliefs, and practices. Girl Scouting's major tiirust is helping 
young women face die challenges of today's world. 

Q. In addition to the scheduled meetings, what are some of 
the activities and events girls can participate in? 

A. All girls can attend and participate in age-appropriate 
programs and events such as: resident camp, day camp, fun 
days, badge workshops, and weekend events dirough the 
"Out and About" program. There is also specialized leader
ship and program training opportunities for die older girls. 

JoAiui Pearson, District IV Director for DeKalb, Jackson, 
and Marshall Counties encourages girls and adults to attend 
upcoming District I V programs such as: Awareness 
Adventure—Dealing with Disabilities, Gun Safety Classes, 
and the Annual Motiiers and Daughters Conference. Girl 
Scouts of North Alabama sponsors die N.E. Alabama 
Women of Distinction Program and a variety of school field 
trips available to DeKalb County School children and teach
ers. 

The Annual N.E. Alabama Women of Distinction Banquet 
will be held on Thursday evening March 11 at the First 
United Methodist Church in Scoltsboro. Dinner is at 6:30 
p.m. and is $20.00 per person. Advance reservations are 
required. 

Family Gun Safety Day will be held on April 17 at Camp 
Trico in Guntersville. Cost is $5.00 per person and covers 
lunch. 

For more information on the Girl Scouting program in 
DeKalb Count)', or to make reservations for any of the 
upcoming events, call JoAnn Pearson at (256) 582-0093. 

Valley Head School News 
by Lisa Moore 

A E A week is March 29th through April 2nd, and there will 
be no school on Monday. April 5di. 

The PTO meeting for March will be held on Tuesday. 
March 2nd, and there will be a special presentation from Bob 
Johnson. Assistant D A . Please plan to be diere. 

Amber Hannah, daughter of Bobby & Cathy Hannah of 
Valley Head was the 2nd place winner in the DeKalb County 
Spelling Bee. Amber is in die 6tii grade in Valley Head. She 
received a dictionary and a trophy. 

The 5di and 6lh grade classes will attend a Scholars 
Bowl on April 9th, 10th, and 11th. 

Congratulations to Mr. L .A . Smith's FFA Land Judging 
team. They came in 2nd tliis year in a land judging contest. 

Mrs. Camp's class was the winner of $25.00 for the most 
attendance al the February PTO meeting. The PTO also 
voted to give $400.00 to her class to help go toward their trip 
to Space Camp. 

The 6th grade class would like to thank everyone who 
helped to raise die money for the Space Camp trip. There 
were many people and businesses who donated money, and 
the class wishes to tiiank all of them. 

Sissy Crider's art class at Valley Head has been working 
on a collage for each one of the students. I f you have a 
chance to do so. go by and check diem out. 

The new drivers education car has finally arrived! Wc 
would like to tiiank all the members of the DeKalb County 
Board of Education foi their help in getting the new vehicle. 
Mr. Terr\r Woolen, board member for our district, helped a lot 
on litis project. 

BAND NEWS 
The new band room at Valley Head is taking shape. Sliaw 

donated carpet for one of the rooms and the band students 
spent one of their holidays working on the new band room. 
The)' would like to diank Josh Miller for coming to help diem 
work. The kids picked up trash around die building and 
painled the inside walls. The heating and air conditioning has 
been installed and plumbing is complete. Mr. John Fischer 
did the plumbing work and the band is very grateful for litis. 
Thank you lo everyone who has helped on this project. 

Effie and Annie Harrison and Kerstin Formhals traveled to 
Soutlisidc High School on January 30di to represent Valley 
Head Band in a competition. The whole band also played al 
the Scoltsboro High School on Thursday, February 18th. 
The)- would like to remind everyone that their annual auc
tion will be held on Saturday. March 20.1999 The Miss 
Spring Fantasy Beauty Pageant will he held on April 24th. 

DeKalb Count)' All County Band tryouls will be held on 
Thursday, March 4th. Valley Head Band has several band 
students trying out for tliis. The concert will be at the 
Rainsville Civic Center on Saturday. March 6th at 6:00P.M. 
Admission is $2.00 per person. Tliis is a time to come hear 
great young musicians from all the county bands. 

BURT 
FUNERAL HOME 
50 Years of Continuous Service 
First Funeral Home in DeKalb County 

to offer prc-necd services 

R . J . Burt, Jr. - Owner 

Fort Payne 
845-3232 

Valley Head 
635-6247 

Valley Head Elementary 
Science Fair Winners 

4TH GRADE 
1st place: Dallas Manning 
2nd place: Adam Tuxbury 
3rd place: Sydney Johnson 
4lh place: Zack Cooper 
Honorable Mention: Ethan Lewis 
5TH GRADE 
1st place: Tiffany Beard 
2nd place: Tyler Harrison 
3rd place: Trista Blackmon 
4tii place: Heather McLemore 
Honorable Mention- Christina Armstr 
6TH GRADE 
1st place: Amber Hannah 
2nd place: Ben Windom 
3rd place: Kim Pritchett 
4th place: Chris Miller 
Honorable Mention: Jackie Davis 
Each 1st place winner received a $1( 

Savings Bond donated by Citizens Bank. 
2nd place winner received $25.00 donate 
the Valley Head PTO. Each 3rd place w 
received $15.00 donated by die Valley 1 
PTO. Each 4th place winner received a rit 
Honorable Mention winners also rcceiv 
ribbon. In addition, dicrc were "Overall" 
ners who each received a medal. 

THE OVERALL WINNERS WERE: 
1st place : Dallas Manning 
2nd place: Tiffany Beard 
3rd place: Adam Tuxbury 

Individual investors since 1871 
VICKY C. 

KIRBY 
INVESTMENT 

REPRESENTATIVE 
616A Gault Ave. N. 

P O Box 680705 
Fort Payne, AL ' 

35968-1608 
256-845-2610 

1-800-258-6064 

CDs Stocks 
Mutual 
funds 
Bonds 
Government 
securities 

Money 
market funds 
IRAs 

Tax-free 
bonds 

...and much more! 
Call or stop by today! 

Member SIPC 

DAVID G. 
BROUWER 

INVESTMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

201 Grand Avenue N. 
P.O. Box 167 

Fort Payne, AL 35967 
256-845-4560 

1-800-800-6973 

E d w a r d j o n e s 

Dogwood Haven, Inc 

An Assisted Living Facility 
for Senior Citizens 

741 Houston Loop Rd. W 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 

256-845-0211 Brenda Pendergrass 
Administrator _ 

Is your CD or IRA payir 
you over 10%? 

$ 
J o e S torey A g e n c 

1-706-764-2927 
or 

1-800-735-2256 



MOON LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
HONOR ROLLS FIRST SEMESTER 

FIRST GRADE All A's & B's 5TH GRADE 
All As Thorn Rich All A's 

Dcsircc Cash Nathan Jones Lori Hope 
Ethan Crider Matt Pollard Emily Tipton 
Michael Harrison Fred Castlebcrry Joshua Pollard 
Kcisha Powell Sarah Hurt 
Peter Stevens 3RD GRADE Katie Gray 

All A's & B's All A's John Baxter 
Alex Blackburn Randy Addison Jarcd Bare 
Ethan Blackwcll Kayla Hazcll All A's & B's 
James Hawk Sarah Petersen Cayla Voils 
Whitney King Shccna Tishaw Melissa Harrison 
Kaleb McMunn All A's & B's Brandy Manning 
Tia Newell Tim Bain Kira Goodwin 
Michael Norman Patrick Murphy Laura Floyd 
Jacob Twcedell Tom Tipton 
Lcanna Webb Paige Wright 6TH GRADE 
Brandon Willingham All A's 

4TH GRADE Kelly Wright 
2ND GRADE All A's Kristcn Addison 

All A's Brittany Bevel A's & B's 
Lauren Addison Mark Corey Josh Smith 
Brittany Hester Julie Ingram Sarah Dodd 
Daniel Hughes Drew Smith Matt Hawkins 
Heather Smith All A's & B's Fawn Kitchens 
Megan Smith Barnabus Bcttis Erica Campbell 
Kara Miller Logan Chambers Catrina Ingram 
Jessica Easier Melissa Crane Andrew McCole 
Eric Hunt Alex Hazcll Josh Twcedell 
Vance Carden Katie Hcrndon 
Sierra Nicely Angel Wesley 

Robin Stevens 
Justin Smith 
Whitney LaBuda 
Phillip McNutt 

MOON L A K E SCHOOL NEWS 
PTO will meet on Tuesday, March 9, at 6:30 PM. Doughnut 

orders are to be turned in on Monday, March 8. The doughnuts 
will be delivered on Thursday, March 11. Proceeds from this 
sale, as always, will benefit Aerospace Week, which will be 
occurring at Moon Lake School in April. 

Spring Break will begin on Monday, March 29, and continue 
through Monday, April 5. 

Work on the gym entrance and floor is under way, and we are 
grateful to all those who helped raise money and also those who 
gave money, as well as those who are donating their time and tal
ent toward making this project a reality. 

A Lost Love 
He's someone I hold near my heart, 
My love for him so deep he'll never part. 
I think of him all die day Uuough, 
I ' l l never forget die love we once knew. 
To remember our love, it has been so sad, 
The son that lives on for him I'm glad. 
That awful night I will never forget, 
Time for him was truly up, yet 
He barely knew life at twenty-one, 
I wish he had more time to enjoy his son. 
He'll never know what liis son will be, 
Unless he's an angel watching from a tree. 
My son will never know his father 
Sometimes I wonder why do I bother. 
I diank God every day for Uiis life 
For die son he left in his place. 
Six montiis old when his father passed away, 
The boy will know cverytiung I can say. 
I ' l l give him his last name 
So the generation will live on. 
I still can't believe my true love is gone. 

In memory of Victor Ray Sargent 
Bom November 24, 1973 

Died April 2, 1995 
—Helen Marie VanHook 
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Prime Realty 
407 N. Commerce Street 
Summerville, Georgia 30747 

C.S. Baker, GA./ALA. Broker 
706/859-9241 Pager 
706/638-2044 Home 
State Gen. Appraiser 
HUD 203K Consultant 

706/857-5980 (O) 
706/857-5970 (F) 

Willie McGraw, GA./ALA. 
706/857-3338 Home 

G E T AWAY FROM IT A L L - 80+ acres - Panoramic view from 1800 sq. ft. Mountain Home and full basement. Two 
fireplaces, hardwood floors, much more, private and secluded - Chattooga County - $210,000.00 

MUST S E L L - O w n e r Relocating-Great Mountain 
Retreat-Cloudland-4 years old. Entrance foyer, great 
room offering kitchen/dining/living area. Master suite 
with large bath & separate entrance. 2nd BR and addi
tional utility bath. 0.78 acre tract at 169,900. Add'l 
5.70 acres available. Must See!! Must Sell!! 

• . -&A—P 

CLOUDLAND - Beautiful two storytajfcome overlooking the 
east fork of Little River spor tsJd j j^^^BA, kitchen, formal 
dining, great room w i t l y ^ ^ S d R n e fireplace, screened 
porch over look ing^( |^S^mwet bar and mountain stone 
fireplace, 2 c a ^ ^ S j p f n o p , and storage area, plus large 
unfinished attic o ^ ? 5 + / - acre tract, showcased by mountain 
laurel, rhododendron, and natural beauty of the mountain. Too 
many amenities to list, and priced at only $129,000. (No.G-57) 

MENLO - Beautiful southern Victorian Plantation home locat
ed in scenic Menlo with 2900+ sq. ft. heated area. Entrance 
from large L-shaped column porch leads to formal foyer which 
defines lower level-offering formal sitting area, formal dining 
w/built-in cabinetry, updated kitchen w/island and pantry, full 
bath, study bedroom and back porch. Formal staircase leads 
to 4 BR, 1 BA and sitting area upstairs. Amenities include 
pretty hardwood floors, some carpeting, high ceilings, HVAC, 
etc. Immaculate grounds include fencing, pecan and walnut 
trees, concrete driveway, large detached garage, outbuilding, 
and much more on 2.34+ acres Must see to appreciate. 
APPT. ONLY!! $179,000 00 

MENTONE, ALA - Co. Rd. 106 - Neat 3 BR, 1 BA, living 
room, kitchen/dining combination, appliances included, 
large lot. $54,500 with owners paying up to $2,500 in 
closing. APPT. ONLY!! #A-23 

CLOUDLAND, GA - East Fork of Little River runs through 
your backyard! 6.33 acres, mtn. tract & Home w/huge 
great room, FP, finished basement. 24 Hour Property 
lnfo-1-800-901-9882 #604 

MRS. R O B B I E G R E E N ESTATE - once in a lifetime opportunity. Approx. 2+ acres - 1500 sq. ft. Original Mountain Home 
features Sun Room, Living room with stone fireplace, Dining Room, 3 BRooms, hardwood floors, kitchen, 1 bath - much, 
much more - Located at the intersection of Hwy 48 and 157. Potential, Potential with the best location on the mountain. 

EAST BROW - SCENIC VIEW LOTS All our lots offer uncluttered views - watch the sun and moon rise in elegance. 
•Outlook Properties - Hwy 157 - Cloudland; Lot 8 - 2.36 acres -151 ft. of brow — $37,500 Lot 10 -1.28 acres -150 ft of 

brow ~ $27,500. Restricted with easy access to Hwy. 157. Great view of valley and surrounding mountains. 
•Hwy 157 -10 acres backs to State property on two sides $3,000 per acre. Sold as a whole 
•Hwy 157 - Cloudland - T1 - 1.60

 a''<ftlKHff9lf(fffHK 1 52 acres - 100 ft. of brow Beautiful views - easy access. 
Restricted $39,500 each oHUWpWWPÎ WWP (Under Contract) 

•Mountain River Estates - Hwy 117 Mentone - Phase 1 & 2 now open. 3 to 5 acre riverfront tracts starting at $27,500.00. 
4 to 15 acre mtn. stream tracts starting at $10,000. 

•31.5 acres on Hwy. 48 near Menlo Creek, pasture, and planted pines 
•Cooper Ridge - Teloga Creek traverses northern boundary of this 92+ acre tract of rolling hills with beautiful view of Lookout 

Mountain. Private entrance, county water available. $2400 per acre. No subdividing. (No. G-44) 
•Mentone - Hwy. 117S - Mutti use p o t e i f f l H H H B ^ ^ p H p H H j r e s living room, dining, kitchen, 3 BR, 2 car carport Also 
on property is 1-room cabin w / m o u n t a i n H B I l l H I B B i i H i i i i l o O O 24 Hour Property lnfo-1-800-901-9882 #605 
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THE S H E D 
Celebnates G n a n d Opening 

On Feb. 7th, The Shed celebrated its Grand Opening in 
honor of Robert (Spokey) Baker, former owner of The 
Shed, and father of David Baker, present owner. The Shed 
opened up in 1985. Spokey and his brother Wayne bought 
10 acres and cleaned it off At diat time, out of the back 
of a pickup, Spokey and Wayne started selling produce 
that diey grew themselves. 

In 1986. widi the help of Ink Foster, they tore down an 
old building to use die good material to put up a new 
building. The store was called "Plain Country." It started 
by selling Furniture. Porch Rockers, Collectibles, Baskets 
and Produce. 

Years later, Spokey and Wayne expanded by adding a 
Fiberglass Green House. Spokey and Wayne began then 
to sell bedding plants. Back then, you could buy a flat of 
bedding plants that held 96 to a flat. 

Then a year later, they added on a 12 x32 room for 
Fireworks. Shortly after, Spokey decided to buy Wayne 
out and run it on his own. 

Today, the Shed is called "The Sited." because when
ever folks in Mentone would give directions there, they 
would say "down the road on the left hand side where die 
shed is." Spokey decided at that time, since people knew 
it to be a shed to call it "The Shed." 

In May of 1996. Spokey was diagnosed widi cancer. 
Spokey passed on Dec. 24. 1996. 

David and Norma resumed ownership for a year. In 
Nov. o f 1997, David decided to buy Nonna out to enable 
her to retire. 

The Shed is now being run by David and liis wife, 
Cheryl. Baker. Tliis brought them to their 1999 Grand 
Opening. The Grand Opening was to celebrate the remod
eling of the Store, as well as the Nursery. The store is now 
a four seasonal gift shop, along widi die new additions to 
the Nursery of the Fiber Glass Green House, Cool Winter 
Plants, and Landscaping. For die convenience of their 
customers. The Shed is a growing company in many areas. 

David and Cheryl said, "We announced at die Grand 
Opening: Water Gardens, Bog Plants, Ornamental 
Grasses, Pond Liners, and Pond supplies would be coming 
March 1st. The community came out to celebrate tiiis 
wonderful and beautiful day, which included lots of food 
and a door prize. We would like to give a special 'Thanks 
to our Community' for coming out and supporting the 
Grand Opening. With the celebration of the Grand 
Opening, diere was lots of preparation to be done for 
remodeling, food, and cleaning up. We would like to tell 
people who made this dream come true that 'We Love you 
and Thank you!' Those volunteers were: Carolyn Gold, 
Corinne Caplano, Jane McSpadden, Richard Baker, and 
Norma Baker. Witiiout these people, it would not have 
been possible. 'Thanks, Guys!' 

"We would like to announce the Prize Winner of die 
door prize: Judy McMahan of Valley Head, AL. Judy 
won an Indian Pot Pottery for plants. She decided to 
exchange it for a 3 Wick Pillar Candle and a Cherub 
Candle Holder. 'Congratulations, Judy McMahan.'" 

-David and Cheryl Baker 

' G t i r ^ M E R E f ^ 

CCD 
Enjoy a fine dining experience on the brow of Lookout Mountain 

You'll love the sunsets and good food at Cragsmere. 

Friday-Saturday 5-9 p.m. DeSoto Parkway - Mentone 
For reservations, call Bonnie at 

256/845-2209 or 256/634-4677 

A b o u t 

o u m 
By 

LINDA BROWN 

"Beware the Ides 
of March!!" I think 
this has something 
to do with Julius 
Caesar and his being 
betrayed by his best 
friend. " I f March 
comes in like a 
lamb, it goes out like 
a lion!" Another 
warning to watch 
out for the month of 
March. March is 
usually the begin
ning of tornado sea
son in the south. Already the schools have had a tornado drill 
or two. Even though Mentone seems fairly safe from torna
does, this doesn't mean that one can't hit here. Everyone 
should designate a safe place in your house and be sure that 
those who live there know where it is. You should have a plan 
of action, what to grab quickly (such as pillows, etc. to protect 
your head) and where to go. An inside room with no windows 
seems to be the safest place. We all hope that there are no 
storms in this area this spring, but I'm afraid that is too much 
to hope for. Better to be safe than sorry. 

So much is already being written about the new weather 
phenomenon called La Nina. This is the opposite of E l Nino, 
which was a wanning of the ocean water, that caused all kinds 
of bad things to happen. This new one. La Nina, is a cooling 
of the ocean water and may well cause as much havoc as the 
other. The point of all of this rambling is to warn everyone to 
be ready for anything. You certainly can't say that the weather 
around here is dull and uninteresting. Our minister, Linda 
Tucker, recendy said that Mentone people were more aware of 
what the weather was going to be than most communities 
were. I had never heard this said before, so I started thinking 
about why and if this was true. I have concluded that it is true 
and the reason is because we have so many kinds of weather 
and can have all of it in one week. Remember the thunder 
storm that happened just before the blizzard of '93? Another 
reason that so many here on the mountain are aware of what 
the weather is doing may be because we cannot always depend 
on being able to get off of the mountain. Therefore, we know 
to be ready with ample supplies of groceries and emergency 
tight and heat. You have to learn to live in Mentone in the win
ter. 

So many bad things have been in the news lately. To me, the 
worst was the killing of a man by dragging him behind a truck. 
The only motive for the murder seemed to be that he was of a 
different race than they were. How can anyone hate an entire 
race? The man's sisters have been shown much love and com
passion in the courtroom, almost to the point of forgiving the 
man driving the truck. As I have said before, we are all 
humankind and we are all children of God, we just happen to 
be wrapped in different colors of skin. Do what you can to 

instill love and justice in your chili 
and young people. I f we can have 
generation that shows love and not I 
maybe we can get rid of these anim 
ties forever. 

Presendy, the city council need: 
appoint a person to serve on the Zoi 
Commission, one for the Board 
Directors for the fire department and 
for the Zoning Board of Adjustm 
This sounds like a simple task, just 
three people to fill the positions. It is 
that easy. So many people will not ci 
mit to serving on these boards. Ma 
they don't like having to attend a 

meetings or maybe they are afraid to accept the responsibi 
of making decisions or they maybe don't want to vote 
something that may not be popular with their neighb 
Whatever the reason, if you are asked to fill one of these p 
tions, consider saying yes. Your town needs you. 

Jesse Culp, Roland Walls, Daryl Norman and I all seen 
"hark back" quite often. Recently, when snow was in 
weather forecast. I started thinking about snow cream. I 1 
snow cream and it is one of the fondest memories of my ch 
hood. I am much more careful where I gather the snow r 
than we were back then. For those of you who haven't exp 
enced this delicacy, here is how to make it. First mix m 
sugar and vanilla flavoring well in a very large bowl. ( 
Mom mixed in eggs, but they were from our farm. We wot 
n't dare do that now.) Next go outside and find the clear 
snow you possibly can. scoop a lot into another big bowl; 
rush inside. Add the snow to the milk mixture until it is 
consistency of ice cream. Dip into smaller bowls and 
immediately. My brothers, sister and I looked forward to sn 
because we knew that Mom would make snow cream seve 
times before it melted. I still make it for my grandchildren; 
they like it as well as I do. Maybe it will be one of those tra 
tions that last. I am beginning to think that we won't get i 
snow cream this winter. But we still have five or six mi 
weeks of winter, there may still be hope. 

Do you know that Easter this year is April 4. That is vi 
early in the spring for Easter to come. The April Ground! 
may not be out by then, so I ' l l take this opportunity to w 
everyone a Happy Easter. Besides being the most import; 
religious celebration of the year. Easter signals the beginni 
of spring. With spring comes the flowers and the green lea\ 
and the new grass and the digging in the dirt. Are we sure • 
can wait? 

I want to say a big hello to a very lovely lady in our co 
munity. She is someone who is always kind, considerate ant 
joy to be with. She has more problems than her share, but y 
won't hear her complain. Norma Williams. I love you and 
does all of Mentone. Get to feeling better soon. Buddy wai 
to take you to see the spring flowers!! 

T.C.B. Construction, Inc. 
4450 Hwy 337, Menlo, GA 30731 
Dave Waters 706-862-6386 

F a x : 706-862-6 $48 

Living the Good Life 
atop 

Lookout Mountain: 

This cabin for sale at $48,900. 

i 
1 
1 

I 

Siock Up On SuppliEs 

CloudlANd 
TracIe C e n t e r 

ONE STOP S h o p p i N q 
Hours. Mon-Thurs. 7 a.m-10 p.m. 

Fri-Sat. 7 a.m.-Midnight-Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

706-862-2711 
•Sub Sandwiches 
•Pizza 
•Exxon Gas 
•Fresh Bar-B-Que 
and Ice Cold Beverages 

•Deli Meats and Cheeses 
•Groceries 
•Kerosene 

•Plumbing & Electrical Supplies 
•Well Pumps 
•Water Filter Systems 
•Propane Bottles Filled 
•Videos 
•Building Hardware 
•Tools 



6090 Highway 117, South 
P.O. Box 44 

Lookout Mountain Parkway 
Mentone, Alabama 35984 

WMQJJ 
L M P 
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Angela J . Wood 

Owner and A L / G A Broker 

Office: (256) 634-4672 
Home: (256) 634-4169 

1-888-256-1276 

Cell: (256) 997-8138 
Fax: (256) 634-4702 

Website - WWW.DeKalbRealestateGuide.com/LMPR 

(1) ONE AND ONLY L ITTLE RIVER 
CANYON. 3 to S acre tracts overlooking 
Canyon, some with Waterfalls. Property 
adjoins Wild Life Management Land. 
Many tracts to choose from and all on 
Private gate a c c e s s . Point and Bluff s e c 
tions now available. Very Secluded 
$25,000 to $40,000. Appointment ONLY. 

(2) 100 YEAR OLD OAK T g E E S Shade the 
3 bdrm, 2 bath O l d e r ^ ^ k e Located on 
Cutler Ave., MENjfiQlr 2 story with 
Detached Garagt fgSy Water, Cable, and 
Walking distance W Downtown. $51,900. 

(31 BUILT IN 1926. AN ORIGINAL CLOUD
LAND HOME. 2 story, Upstairs, being a 
Large Dormitory room with bath. 
Downstairs 2 bdrm, bath, living w/fire
place, Dining and Kitchen. All new wiring. 
City Water. $SMM> $65,900 

(4) L A U R E L C R E E K L A K E S SUBDIVISION. 
Wooded lots starting at $8,500. Lakeside 
(3 left) and pasture lots (2 left) starting at 
$12,500. Mentone area, County Road 106. 
Common areas for hiking and fishing 
Restrictive covenants. Owner financing 
available. 

• 

a 

(5) E A S T BROW. CLOUDLAND. GA. What 
a view from these 2 to 3 acre lots located 
off Hwy 157 North. Rock formations, 
wooded, private with 100 to 250 ft. of 
breath-taking edge of the world view. 
Starting at $32,000. Owner financing. 

(6) ONE B L O C K F g > < « A L L E Y HEAD 
SCHOOL M a i Q ^ ^ ^ ^ r e e vinyl sided, 
3 bdrm, 1 batfB^irStly Hardwood floor, 
ample closets, Carport, Fenced back 
yard. $42,000. • 

(7) WILD RIVER COMMUNITY 100x300 ft 
lots on the East Fork Little River. Secluded 
and Scenic. $10,000 each. A L S O AVAIL
A B L E : 3 acre tracts-EAST FORK OF LITTLE 
RIVER, secluded, with natural deep swim
ming hole and rapids. Wild and Scenic 
beauty surrounds you. $30,000 each. 

(8) COTTAGE ON L A K E L A H U S A G E 
Furnished, Rustic 3 Bdrm 1 Bath, 
Fireplace, 2 decks and Screened Porch. 
All appliances. Also Efficiency apartment 
above Garage. Creek on the West 
Boundary. A unique structure with lots of 
Mountain Stone Accents. Dock on Lake. 
$95,000. 

(9) MOUNTAIN RIVER ESTATES Phase 1 & 
2 now open. 3 to 5 acre tracts on the mid
dle Fork of Little River. Located off 
Lookout Mountain Parkway, 4 miles from 
downtown Mentone and 2 miles from the 
Ga. line. River front tracts starting at 
$27,500, and 4-15 acre wooded stream 
tracts. 

(10) FISH IN THE RIVER A C R O S S THE 
S T R E E T from this 28 x 50 Mobile Home, 
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Country Kitchen. 
Central Heat and Air, New Screened 
Porch, G la s s e d Sunroom and 2-car 
Garage. Located County Road 635, 
Mentone. $67,500. 

(11) HANDYMAN S P E C I A L ON THE 
BROW. 3 Bedroom, 1-1/2 bath. 
Hardwood floors, Stone Fireplace. Cozy 
cottage; walk to Downtown. Priced to 
sell. $65,900. 

(12) MENTONE CONNECTION, Two story 
Cedar and Log Home on the West Brow, 
1 mile from Downtown. 4 Bdr (master 1st 
level) 2-1/2 baths. Heart Pine Plank 
Flooring in Living, Dining, Den, Kitchen. 
Fireplace w/insert, CH/A, lots of storage 
and closets. Large Deck and Screened 
Porch for enjoying the Sunsets. 3 acres 
MIL. $240,000. 

(13) BROW. BROW. BROW - MENTONE. 
Approximately 3 acres with 300 ft of view 
frontage. Property is on the West (sun
set) on Desoto Parkway. City Water avail
able. Great Location. $90,000. 

(14) INDIAN TRAILS over 3 acre tracts on 
the highest point on the Brow overlooking 
North Fort Payne valley, to the 
Cumberland Plateau. City water available, 
access to and overlooking private lakes. 
Private access . Off Citadel Rock Rd. 
Restrictive covenants. $30,000 each. 

(15) LOOKING FOR A FIXER-UPPER IN 
MENTONE. 6 Room frame cottage, with 
Rock porch, located on Hwy 117 S, 
downtown Mentone. Approximately 
2 acres. $34,500. 

(16) 67 A C R E S ON THE EAST BROW 
LOOKOUT MTN. Over 1,000 ft. of frontage, 
Rock formations, spring fed pond, arte
sian well, electric, and approx 5 acres 
cleared. Joining Wildlife Management 
and NPS. $138,000, REDUCED FOR 
QUICK S A L E $115,000. 

Also available: V A L L E Y VIEW FOREST. 
5 to 17 acre Tracts on East Brow over
looking Pleasant Valley and Weiss Lake, 
and adjoins National Preserve $10,000 to 
$35,000. 

(17) WONDERFUL P L FARMHOUSE 
with 4 or more acres, garden area, two 
outbuildings, on paved road, Mentone. 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, large country 
kitchen for canning and a cellar for stor
ing. $59,500. 

(18) SOOTHING 
SOUND OF RAIN
DROPS ON A TIN 
ROOF, brings back 
the warm cozy feel
ing in this 2 Bdrm, 
2 bath cottage. 
1 car garage and 
3.8 wooded acres, 
and only three 
years old. Located 
in Mentone area. 
$64,500. 

O T H E R P R O P E R T I E S 
(19) 20 ACRES Wooded with Springs, Hollows, and Rock formations. Located on Co. Rd. 633, Mentone. $40,000. 
Also available 10 acres and up ranging from 51,500 to $2,500 per acre. Owner financing to qualified. 

(20) DESOTO PARKWAY - (LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PARKWAY! 1.5 acres MIL, wooded, city water and natur
al gas available. Minutes from State Park and Fort Payne. $10,500. 

(21) 12 ACRES ON EAST F O R K L I T T L E RIVER. Wooded and Private with 330 ft. of Water frontage. Relax on 
the Large Flat rock in the middle of River. $78,000. Reduced to $70,000. SOLI) 

(22) OAKWOOD ESTATES - 3 plus acre wooded and Pasture tracts available. Located in Mentone, County Road 
106. Restricted Covenants. For permanent or Vacation Residential Homes. $9,500 to $12,500. 

(23) A C R E A G E ON PAVED ROAD - 13 acres M/L of fertile land, mostly open pasture, 2 small springs. $38,700. 

(24) FOR RENT. 2 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, cabin in Downtown Mentone by the week or weekend. Also 1 bedroom, 
1 bath Log Cabin, fireplace and large screened porch. Call for info. Angela Wood (1-888-256-1276) 

T O O MANY P R O P E R T I E S TO L I S T T H E M A L L . 

If LJVI.P.R doesn't have it, LJVLP.R will find what you're looking for. 

L.M.P.R. is Now licensed in Georgia, as well as Alabama. L.M.P.R. covers more of 
Lookout Mountain, to offer a wider range to choose from. Want to sell or looking to 
buy that special place in the mountains? Call Angela J . Wood. Multi-state Broker. 

http://WWW.DeKalbRealestateGuide.com/LMPR
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

Major Diaz Frost 
Wesley and Tammy Frost of Henagar announce 

the birth of their son Major Diaz on Thursday, 
November 12, 1998, in the Erlanger Medical 
Center. His weight was 6 lb, 7 oz, and he was 19 
inches long. Proud grandparents are Danny and 
Sible Hopper of Mentone, and Diaz and Pearl 
Frost of Henagar. 

(His daddy is the milkman.) 
(photo of Major at 11 weeks) 

By Laura Katherine A K A Moon 
Conifrey is my favorite herb. It is not the most beautiful but 

one of the most useful. Many of my friends make jokes about 
my comfrey obsession. Every time someone gets an itch or a 
scratch. I always say. "Put some comfrey on it." I do this with 
good reason, because comfrey has healed my wounds with 
rapid speed and alleviated dreadful poison ivy itch. 

I cut my pinky to the bone on a sharp dog food can lid. I 
had used comfrey on smaller scratches, but I had not been cut 
this bad since I was a child. I grabbed a paper towel and 
wrapped it tightly around the wound to control the profuse 
bleeding as I ran out the door to the back porch where I kept 
my treasured comfrey plant. I pulled off a prickly leaf and 
began-bruising the stem of the leaf. I flattened out the rolled 
edges of the leaf stem so that the juicy inside of the stem could 
be placed on the would without the irritating prickly hairs 
touching the wound. I wrapped the comfrey around my pinky 
finger wound, then pulled off a couple more leaves. After I 
went inside. I bruised the other leaves and rubbed the juicy-
substance on the cotton part of a band-aid. I disinfected the 
wound with rubbing alcohol, noticing the bleeding had already 
substantially slowed, and placed the comfrey-soaked band-aid 
on my pinky. After three days of applying a comfrey-soaked 
band-aid. I could actually see increasing skin repair each day. 
By the fourth day, the wound, which I am sure would have 
required stitches, was completely healed. 

Comfrey "s Latin name, Symphytum officinale actually 
means to heal, join or unite. Since the eleventh century, there 
has been much documentation of the many uses of comfrey. 
which has also been referred to as self heal and knitbone. 
Comfrey contains allantoic which stimulates growth of tissue, 
bone and cartilage, taken internally or applied externally. 
Until 1968, comfrey was prescribed widely and often to be 
drunk as a tea and eaten as greens for healing broken bones, 
ulcers (especially in the lungs), nasal congestion anemia, 
dysentery, diarrhea, leukorrhea, coughs, asthma tuberculosis, 
as well as women's reproductive and hormonal problems 
because of the steroidal saponins comfrey contains, comfrey 
also contains helpful healing vitamins; minerals, such as iron; 
seven times more calcium than soybeans, and Vitamins B, A, 
C & E . 

In 1968, a study was conducted in Japan, and backed up by 
an Austrian study, that conifrey contains a carcinogenic (poi
sonous) substance known as pyrrolizidine alkaloids. 
However, a Washington study found very little carcinogen and 
no sign of it in much of the comfrev The Japanese lab that 

conducted the study still prescribes comfrey for cirrhos 
the liver and the Austnan studies ultimately proved incoi 
sive. Still, it is advisable not to take comfrey internally u 
under close supervision of a healthcare provider. 

Comfrey is still known to be useful and safe for external 
unless you are pregnant. A poultice of the fresh leaf (sii 
chop leaves and mix with a little water) is beneficial to 
heal sprains, swelling, bruising, bunions, bed sores, blee 
hemorrhoids, psoriasis, all skin rashes, insect bites and st 
joint troubles, and boils. A tea made from the fresh or < 
root is beneficial for all of the above, as well as to cond 
dry skin and hair and tighten skin pores. 

To make an herb tea of comfrey root, you can use one t; 
spoon comfrey root to 1 cup of water. Herbal author Je 
Rose recommends her fantastic FerineVcomfrey Remedy: 
T of Fennel seed. 1 T comfrey root and 1 C of water. E 
to a boil in a covered enamel pan (glass will also w< 
Reduce heat and simmer for three minutes. Strain with ch 
cloth when cool enough to handle. This will keep in the fr 
for 3-1 days when sealed tightly in a jar. For sore musch 
sunburn a comfrey root tea can be made from at least i 
ounce of the root boiled with one pint of water, simmer i 
minutes, steep for no less than three minutes, strain and ] 
in with our bath water. 

Last, but not least, comfrey is an excellent fertilizer fo 
your plants. If you ever have left over comfrey tea or ren 
that has expired for your use. it is still beneficial for; 
plants, so water them with it. Comfrey' is excellent for c 
post, so always put your pruned leaves and left over com 
materials with your compost. 

So, where can you find this do-it-all herb? Comfrey 
begin growing naturally along streams, river banks, d 
meadows, and ditches in spring. In early summer-to-fall, c 
ters of flowers ranging in color from creamy yellow, mai 
purple to pink will bloom especially in sunny areas, the 
comfrey thrives in full sun to part shade. Comfrey is a pe 
nial averaging up to three feet, with a tap root of up to ten 1 
with ovate hairy leaves, the lower leaves are large and 
upper leaves smaller and more narrow. Should you be lu 
enough to find this plant, remember, the location or get st 
for your garden. Otherwise, you can find dried comfrey : 
and extracts at your local health food or herbal store. 

Words to live by: "Al l things are poison and nothin 
without poison It is the dosage that makes a thing poisonoi 

Paracei 

I t 's a Boy! 
Justin Brian Langston was bom on February 22. weighing 

7 lbs, 4 oz, and is 20-1/2" long. He is the son of Nicky and 
Tina Langston, and the baby brother of 2-1/2 year old Michael 
Langston. His proud grandparents are Alfred and Eddie 
Langston of Mentone and Ralph and Carolyn Baine of Fort 
Payne. His great grandmothers are Nell Kent, Lou Langston, 
and Tinv Brooks. 

I S E V E R Y O N E ' S B U S I N E S S 

f? First Federal Bank 
Fort Payne 

845-1077 
Rainsville 
638-6342 

Ider 
657-6255 

"We're more than Bankers, 
"We're your neighbors and i'riends" 

f) C4UU HCgilU 

a "rustic touch of class' 
tr 

Mountain laurel Inn 
(formerly Blonom Hill Bed & Breikfett) 

Innkeeper: Sarah Wilcox 
For Reservations, Call (256) 634-4673 or (800) 889-4244 

or write P.O. Box 443, Mentone, AL 35984 

W O R L D S 
B E S T 

C f l T H S H 

G V E G E T A B L E S 
Voted Beit Cook Dekalb County 1995 & 1997 

Dess ie Newberry PO. Box 425 Mentone, A L 35984 
10a.m. - 8p.m. Moo, Wed, Thurs, Fri. Sat. * Open Sunday 11am - 2pm. 

• K B ! . 
ttLS0 H A V E G-tLMAN « ^ K K S S 

- . CALL 635-6236. 
| \ F O R EMERGENCY NEEDS. C ~ 

. I i . t i < » i t V 1 . ^ - r r » V r * r k f i r - t i l t f W l r t ' l t l l l « u i 
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8 4 5 - 6 0 0 0 
302 Gault Ave. S . , Fort Payne 

e-mail Southern Properties at:soprop@peop.tds.net Visit our web site at:www.fortpayne.com/biz/soprop.htm 

(1) O v e r 1600 s q . ft. of L iv ing S p a c e . T h i s h o u s e offers 
2 bdrm, 2 bath, large k i tchen with i s l a n d a n d break fas t nook . 
A l s o fea tures pine pane l ing , great c l o s e t s p a c e , a d e t a c h e d 
g a r a g e a n d s t o r a g e s h e d all on 2 a c r e s . $69,500. 

(4) W H A T A MOUNTAIN R E T R E A T S H O U L D B E ! T h r e e bed 
r o o m s , 2 b a t h s , 2 sitting r o o m s , s u n r o o m , d in ing room and 
k i tchen with break fas t nook, p ine f loors and w a l l s . Al l th is 
o n more than 2 a c r e s of elite brow front property. $249,900. 

(7)) COUNTRY LIVING IN THE HEART OF MENTONE - Three bedroom, 
2 bath custom built home, pine floors, fireplace open to living area and 
master bedroom, large kitchen and dining area, sunroom, and private 
courtyard. $142,500 

(10) C R E A M O F T H E C R O P • two old log cabins and a new addi
tion make this a great retreat. 3 bdrms - 3 baths • den,- great 
room- 3 f i replaces-rock and wood floors-2 CH/A units-patios & 
d e c k s with an unbeatable view of the valley. Cal l today for your 
appointmentl $315,000. 

(2) MOUNTAIN RIVER E S T A T E S - 3 to 5 acre tracts on the middle 
fork of Little River - running into Lake Lah usage. Prices starting 
at $27,500 

(3) C O Z Y AND C O M F O R T A B L E log and frame cottage with log 
garage—guest house~12x24 enclosed and heated in-ground pool 
on over 1 acre with a DeSoto Parkway location. Owner s a y s make 
offer! $129,500. 

(5)COUNTRY SOPHISTICATION! One look is all it wil! take for you to fall 
in love with this custom built home in the mountains. Only 4 years old 
with 3 BR, 2 baths, CH&A, 2 car garage, deck, built-in appliances, custom 
made cabinets and much more! Call today. Only $135,000. 

(6) E N D L E S S POSSIBILITIES-Spacious Rustic living area with tile 
floors & lots of wood—2 offices, workroom, pantry, 2 car carport-
2 apartments - 1 chalet, 1-1/2 acres on Hwy 117 in Mentone. Live 
in it, have a business in it or sit back and collect the rent A must 
see to appreciate. $157,500. 

(8) COMMERCIAL POSSIBILITIES ON HWY 117. This 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
modular home comes with a fully equipped kitchen, living room, dining 
room, sunroom, central heat and air, 20x30 shed/garage and a nice land
scaped yard on over 1 acre. Call today for more details. $69,900. 

(9) A MAGICAL MOMENT HAPPENS WHEN YOU ENTER THIS 
WONDERFUL 4-YEAR-OLD LOG HOME close to DeSoto State Park. 
Secluded in the woods, you can enjoy the large porches, the pine 
floors, solid wood walls, high ceilings with spacious loft room, and 
beautiful landscaping. A perfect get-away location, but only 
minutes from town. Enter today. $169,500. 

O T H E R L I S T I N G S 

(11) M O N T H L Y R E N T A L 2 bd 1 bath c o t t a g e in d o w n t o w n Mentone . $450 a m o n t h . R e f e r e n c e s a n d d a m a g e d e p o s i t 
r e q u i r e d . 

(12) WEEKEND OR WEEKLY RENTAL available. 3 bdrms and 2 baths will accommodate 8 people. For more information, call Susan Collins. 

(13) 10 A C R E TRACTS - gently rolling-heavily wooded-with creek. Close to downtown Mentone on private road. "Lightly" restricted. $25,000. 

(14) MAKE THE MOVE TO MENTONE! Building lot on DeSoto Parkway-200 feet of road frontage. $10,000. 

(15 ) Lake on Brow - two great building lots. Over 1 acre Lake lot $37,500. 1.4 acre Brow lot $4 5,000. 

•Southern Properties has buyers looking for building lots, brow property, River property, farms and 
acreage. 

• I f you are considering selling your property in DeKalb County, please call us today. 

Susan Collins Residence - 634-4695, Broker, GRI - CRS 

mailto:soprop@peop.tds.net
http://www.fortpayne.com/biz/soprop.htm
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GARDEN HINTS 
By Madeleine Bullock 

It seems that people all over the globe are just as confused and 
upset over the weather that we have been having and there 
seems to be no logical or rational explanations for it. 

Scientists and meteorologists have been heard to explain it in 
various ways. One explanation was that the earth is tilting to a 
perpendicular position, that we are coming out of the "tilt of the 
axis." It was also said that at one time the axis was actually hor
izontal! That would mean that the north and south poles were 
actually west and east! And due to global warming, the seas off 
the British Isles are being invaded by man-eating sharks now! I 
don't know just how much truth there is in all this scientific 
"speculation", maybe we should stop complaining and trying to 
find explanations and just enjoy it. One day we may get the 
explanations we are going crazy looking for. 

If you are not into bedding veggies and flowers, then it is still 
easy to enjoy the spring, summer and fall blooms and foliage by 
planting them in pots of various sizes of your choice. Painted 
coffee cans with holes punched into the bottoms will do fine for 
petunias, marigolds, herbs, bulbs; but use larger containers for 
bigger plants, like 5-gallon paint buckets or just paint buckets 
purchased from the store. Though, don"t forget to punch drain 
holes into bottoms to avoid water-logged root-rots. 

Mossy Pots: Collect mosses from around your garden, finely 
chop them and allow them to dry. Make a moss slurry in a deep 
bucket. Follow the recipe: 

1 cup flour 2 cups buttermilk 
2 pkg. active dry yeast 2 T corn starch 
1-2 cups dried, crumbled moss 
Mix all ingredients together in the bucket, then place it in the 

sun for 3 days. When it is really smelly, brush it liberally on the 
outside of the clay pots then wrap them in plastic wrap and set 
them in the sun. In two weeks, the pots will mold, in 6 - 8 
weeks, moss plants will be growing well. 

Frost-to-frost flowers: Serbian bellflower is nearly inde
structible, it lakes cold, heat, drought and thrives anywhere from 
zone 3-8. It blooms from May - June, then again for an encore 
from September until first frost. 

Classic summer fun: From July to frost, your yard will come 
alive with the most reliable and spectacular black-eyed susans, 
which do not mind hot, dry summers; and give you vast 
amounts of blooms year after year. 

Winter scenes: The choice plant is the Lenten rose, a peren
nial that stays richly green through the winter, especially when 
given a protected spot. In the colder regions, it begins to bloom 
in March; but in the wanner climes, it may bloom in January. It 
thrives from Florida to Texas to Buffalo and Minnesota. 

Ant fact: The common ant actually moves and aerates more 
soil then earthwonns! All their digging and hauling is what 
keeps the soil light enough to transport water and nutrients. 
They have also been known to plant flowers (by accident, of 
course), when they also haul off the seeds of plants. So, you 
may get all kinds of flowers popping up here and there. 

Butterflies and hummingbirds will soon be regular visitors to 
your garden if you plant calamint, a new introduction to 
American gardens from Europe. It is a dense, compact plant 
with flowers that resemble sage blossoms and it has a crisp, 
herbal aroma that the birds, bees and butterflies arc attracted to. 

You can easily fill up a garden with "free plants" Uiat you 
have started from clippings or divisions from each other's 
perennials. For example, lilies can be propagated by planting 
the small "bulbils" that appear at the tips of the leaves or from 
breaking off pieces of the main bulb and replanting. Divisions, 
made in spring or fall are an easy way to increase your bergenia 
(meaning plants that bear little berry-like bulblets just below the 
soil surface of the lily stalk) planting. You can also take 3" cut
tings of the stems in late fall or early winter. Make sure each 
cutting has an eye (hud) in the axil above a leaf scar, and plant 
it upright so that the top-most part is just below the soil surface. 
Keep the cuttings moist and most of them will leaf out in the 
spring. 

The Ag. department at Valley Head High School will be late 
selling bedding and potted plants this year. Mr. L A . Smith said 
that the plants should be ready by mid April. All moneys go to 
buying new supplies and machinery for the Ag department at 
the school. 

Recently it was reported (Progressive Fanner) that wild cher
ry trees can contain prussic acid and the wilted leaves on fallen 
limbs sometimes have large concentrations of the acid which 
can be fatal to livestock. 

By 
BERNISE CROW 

We are still remodeling at our house, and it is a messy oper
ation. We are doing a complete overhaul of the kitchen. We 
took out all the old cabinets and had new oak ones built. It 
seems like just a short time ago since I was writing about 
building a kitchen at the Raven Haven! I guess we are not con
tent with a finished house because we are always working on 
one, either upgrading or changing things. It's usually nicer 
when the changes are made, but I dread the process because 
things are messy and misplaced. Our dining room is full of 
kitchen items, piled in boxes. We do not have a large kitchen 
but when we dismanded the cabinets it was amazing how 
much was in that one room. Now we are sorting and tossing 
out some things we don't need and are saving them for the big 
outdoor sale in August. We could furnish a kitchen with all the 
gadgets it needed and never miss any of them. We do intend to 
finish a small kitchen in the basement and use some things in 
it . It will be nice to have a small emergency kitchen in case of 
power failure, with a gas stove. 

My spring cleaning will be done when this is finished, I 
hope! It is discouraging to see how much dust can drift 
through the house when work is being done in one room. I've 
covered the furniture in the living room with sheets for some 
protection, and we have tried to keep bedroom doors closed. 
The cabinets are in place, the ceramic tile floor has been laid, 
but we have to wait for the Corian counter tops to be made and 
installed. So I am going back to Chattanooga during the week 
and come back on week-ends to work at the Crows' Nest. 
There is work to do in Chattanooga i f I choose to do it. The 
one good thing about having your kitchen dismanded is that 
you don't have to cook. We have eaten out some, had sand
wiches some days, and eaten cereal for breakfast when we 
could find the bowls to use. There is a little sink in the bar area, 
with hot and cold water, where we can make coffee and wash 
our dishes. 

I told Rev. A l Cherbonneau we would have a "Kitchen 
Blessing" or christening when we finish. We enjoy having our 
church group come for dinner and music practice, but we have 
had to postpone it for a while. It won't be long until we can 
resume our practice. 

Jerry and Doreen Waters took David Kroon, who is the 
exchange student from Sweden they are hosting this year, to 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, for a week's vacation. David 
loved it. His friend. Christian Lodde from Norway, went with 
his sponsor; and the boys had a wonderful time skiing. They 
had missed the snow they are accustomed to in the 
Scandinavian countries, so they enjoyed the abundance of the 
snow in Colorado. David liked it so much he wants to come 
back in a year or so and teach skiing in Steamboat Springs. 
Doreen said it was a pleasure to watch the boys ski because of 
the professional way they handled the ski jumps. Both Jerry 
and Doreen ski pretty well, but she said they felt like amateurs 
after watching the boys. They went on a snowmobile trip one 
day and the boys had a good time with that sport, too. We went 
when we spent Christmas with Jerry and Doreen when they 
lived there a few years ago, and Lisa had a ball with the snow
mobile. 

Jerry and Doreen have had the flu since returning, but are 
recovering. All David got was a wind-blistered face. He would 
ski about twelve hours a day! 

The last day of February winter returned after having balmy 
weather the first half of the month. I am sure some plants that 
bloomed too early were nipped. The Teverinos were hoping it 
did not ruin the blueberry crop. 

My cousin, Gaynelle Smith, brought her Mother (Aunt Ruby 
Taylor and her cousin Mary) by the Hitching Post for a visit 
last week. That made a bright spot in the day, because I love 
them very much. Gaynelle is married to Jack Smith and both 
of them grew up here in Mentone. They all live in Chattanooga 

now. I will not tell Aunt Ruby's age. but she is older then r 
and she worked way past her retirement age. She had read 
The Groundhog that I had stayed some in Chattanooga, a: 
she invited me to come for dinner at her house when I car 
back. And that would be a treat, because she is one of the bt 
cooks I know. 

My bulbs are pushing up out of the ground now. the or 
that were planted late. Since we have had some cold weatf 
they will do well and will bloom after other bulbs have fad 
and gone. I just hope the voles don't eat them like they did ti 
years ago. I watched a blooming tulip gradually disappear o 
day like a hand was pulling it under. This time we plant 
moth balls in the holes with the bulbs, hoping to keep the 1 
de varmints away. 

The membership of M A P A . voted to cancel t 
Rhododendron Festival this year, and we have had numerc 
calls from people who were very disappointed, as well as I a 
But everyone is busy with other things, it seems, and felt d 
we should concentrate all our efforts toward the Octot 
Colorfest. Also, last year we had so many other activit 
around us on the same week-end that it took some of c 
crowd. We may re-coup and try for it again next year. 

At our last M A P . A. meeting I tried to give some of the h 
tory of our organization since it was founders day. but I did r 
have all of it readily available. I had no idea that Ma 
Dillenbeck was going to write it in the February issue of T 
Groundhog. That must have been mental telepathy! And s 
covered it well. Ed and Gerri Disney and Homer and I are I 
only charter members living in Mentone. and we are \t 
proud of our status. Bruce Bon Fleur and Marsha are in No 
Dakota working as missionaries. Bruce is principal of 
Indian school and Marsha also teaches. Of course. Bruce i 
charter member and was given a life membership. 

We have been watching the progress on several homes bei 
built near us. Building and architecture are fascinating to n 
It is almost magical to see carpenters cut. saw. and fit toged 
pieces of material to form the framing and eventually the f 
ished product for walls of small, medium, or large homes. C 
small home is next door to the Cliffs Restaurant and a v< 
large Victorian style house is next door to Cragsmere Mar 
Restaurant. It seems to be in the finishing stages. I would lc 
to see it inside when finished. The Bankson house, not 
from us is being remodeled, and it looks like they have add 
a large room with a fireplace on the brow side. There is a n 
house next door to Dr. Hambaugh's house and the owners 
moved into it. A cottage is being built near the Libby prop 
ty on the brow, and one near the Edmond Crowe house 
almost done. Another one two houses down from this one 
being built the fastest I have ever seen one done. That is I 
ideal way to do it. but some of us have to go slowly in ordei 
pay as we go. All these nice dwellings add to the beauty oft 
area. 

Let's hope March comes in like a lion and goes out liki 
lamb. We are ready for spring. 

Happy St. Patrick's Day to all of you. 

Stop by & chat with Bernise at 

C R O W ' S N E S T A N T I Q U E S 

Antiques, 
collectibles, 

glassware, books 

(256) 634-4548 

jfllentone Spring* Hotel 
(256) 634-4040 

Home of 

C A L D W E L L ' S RESTAURANT 
Saturday Buffet: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Breakfast Buffet: Sundays 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

mmmsvm 
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E V E L Y N GRAVES 

I By I J 
E V E L Y N GRAVES 

Sunday morning services at Winston Memorial 
Presbyterian Church are held at 8:15 AM each Sunday, 
except no services on 5tii Sunday. Reverend Jeny Davis and 
Reverend L. A. Smith are alternate speakers for these services. 

*********************** 
The Valley Head United Methodist Church Sunday 

School is at 9 A M each Sunday and Worship is at 10 AM. 
*********************** 

Howard's Chapel (Church in the Rock) has regular services 
at 10 AM each Sunday. You are invited to attend these services 
or visit the church at other times. Casual dress is always 
acceptable. 

*********************** 
Menlo Church of Christ invites you to attend the 10 and 11 

AM services and evening services will be at 7 and 9 PM. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

*********************** 
Union Hill Baptist Church Sunday School is at 10 AM, 

Worship is at 11 AM, Adult Choir practice is at 4:30 PM, 
Discipleship Training is at 6 PM, and Evening Worship is at 7 
PM. Wednesday evening at 5 PM is Youth Choir pracdce with 
GAs and RA's meeting on alternate Wednesdays at 5 PM. 
Each 2nd Sunday evening, the church has a singing at 6 PM. 
Everyone is invited for the singing. The church has recendy 
called an associate pastor, Tim Bryan, to assist Pastor Jimmy 
Graves. The church continues to grow and his services are 
needed. Welcome, Tim and Kay! 

*********************** 
The Mentone Revival Center and Pastor Alfred Chambers 

and his wife Polly, invite everyone to join in worship on 
Sunday at 10 AM. Wednesday evening worship begins at 6:30 PM. 

*********************** 
The Mentone Church of God of Prophecy wants to invite 

you to attend their services. Sunday School is at 10 AM. with 
Worship at 11 AM. Evening services begin at 5:30 PM, 
Wednesday evening service is a time of prayer, worship, and to 
allow specialized ministries to be boosted. The first 
Wednesday night before Sunday is Youth services, the second 
Wednesday night is mission services, the third Wednesday 
night is Heritage services, and the fourth Wednesday night is 
Care Ministries (local missions). Men's Brotherhood is every 
fourth Saturday at 8 AM in the church. Women's prayer ser
vice is every Wed. morning at 9:30. 

*********************** 
Moon Lake Baptist Church invites you to attend Sunday 

School at 9:45 AM each Sunday and Worship at 11 AM. 
Youth Choir practice is at 6:30 PM each Wednesday, 
Discipleship Training is at 5 PM each Sunday, and Evening 
Worship is at 6 PM. The Men's Prayer group meets every 
Wednesday at 6:45 AM and Church Bible Study is at 6:30 PM 
on Wednesdays. Jan. 13, 20, 27, 6:30 PM, Children's Choir 
and Adult and Youth Bible Study. Karen Lee has been called 
as Minister of Music and is doing a great job with the choirs. 

************************ 
Wildwood Seventh Day Adventist Church, Mentone 

Chapter is currendy holding services in the Woodmen of the 
World Hall in Valley Head. Pastor - Wilbor Atwood; Lay 
Pastor - Bi l l Pyke. Sabbath School 9:30 - 10:45 AM: Worship 
Service -11 -12:15. Prayer meeting/Bible study - Wednesdays 
at 6:30 PM. Everyone is welcome! We look forward to our 
missionaries coming home. Lew and Darlene Keith will be 
returning mid-March from the island of Palawan in the 
Philippines. Come and worship our Saviour Jesus Christ with 
us. We look forward to your visit. 

********:•:*************** 

************************* 
Mount Calvary Baptist Church welcomes you to attend 

services on Sundays and Wednesday Evenings. We have added 
a few new Sunday School classes, and you may join whichev
er class is comfortable for you at 10 AM. Pastor James Braddy 
brings the message at 11 AM, Sun., and 7 PM on Wednesdays. 
We would all like to welcome you as a visitor and you are wel
come to attend our church on a regular basis if you do not have 
a home church. Our singings will resume again in the spring. 
We discontinue them in the winter months. We are located 2 
miles behind the Lookout Restaurant at Cloudland. Come 
Praise the Lord with US. You may call 706-862-2651 for 
directions. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Harmony Grove Baptist Church invites everyone to 

come and worship with them. God's Country Church is locat
ed on Co. Road 259 (Hawkins Road). Sunday School is at 
9:45 AM; Morning Worship is at 11 AM; Evening Worship is 
at 6 PM; Wednesday Night Prayer Service is at 6 PM. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Mentone United Methodist Church services are at 

11 AM each Sunday. Sunday school is at 10 AM. Everyone 
is welcome. The Ethel Brown Unit of the UMW will be deliv
ering Easter "baskets" to shut-ins and others on March 31st. 
Meet at the church at 10 AM. The church is continuing to raise 
funds for a new roof, and members have pledged and given 
over $4800 at the present time. The total cost (estimated) is 
$10,000. The church was organized in early 1892. Ed Mason 
deeded land on Cutler Avenue for the church, and not only paid 
for and built the foundation and the tower, he owned a sawmill 
to which other church members brought logs from their land to 
the mill to be cut at no cost. In a cooperative effort, various 
members paid for building materials and built the church. The 
tradition continues today as faithful members maintain the 
church building with their support and presence. Those wish
ing to help may do so by mailing their donations to PO Box 
90, Mentone, A L 35984. 

************************ 
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church holds mass ser

vices at 11:30 A M each Sunday. Tuesday evening services are 
at 6 PM and children's and adults' education classes are at 
6 PM each Wednesday. 

************************ 
Mentone Wesleyan Church is committed to being a Bible 

teaching community church where all peoples of all races, 
social standing and diverse church backgrounds are welcomed 
and loved. Sunday School 10 AM, Worship Service 10:45 
AM. Youth Ministry Sunday afternoon 4:30 PM; Bible Study 
Wednesday 7 PM. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
St Joseph's on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church services 

are Sunday at 10:30 AM, with Sunday School at 9:30 AM. 
Small groups meeting on Sun., Tues. and Wed. nights. Contact 
the church at 634-4476 for more information. Everyone is 
welcome. 

************************ 
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church on N Gault 

Avenue in Fort Payne has Mass at 10:30 AM on Sundays; and 
Communion Services at 6 PM on Tuesdays. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church-LCMS. 112 First 

Street. SW. Fort Payne, invites you to attend Sunday Worship 
at 8 AM. School at 9 AM. and Tuesday Bible Study at 6:30 
PM. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Valley Head Baptist Church invites you to attend 

Sunday School at 10 AM, Worship Service at 11 AM, Evening 
Worship at 6 PM; and the Wednesday night prayer and Bible 
study of 1st John. March 21st. from 12:15 to 1:30. is the 
regular 3rd Sunday dinner at the church. This is a fund raiser 
to help build a new fellowship hall. The food and fellowship 
are great!!! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The North DeKalb Ministerial Association will be con

ducting the Easter Morning Sunrise services again this year at 
the Lee Crow property on County Road 647 in Mentone at 7 
AM. Everyone is invited to attend. Easter is April 4th and it 
is also the time for springing forward to Daylight Savings 
Time. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

L O C A L C H U R C H ADDS VICAR 

Stephen Schrader and Rev. Gary Faith 
Members of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, located at 114 

1st Street, S W , Fort Payne, are proud to announce that Steve 
Schrader has been installed as Vicar. Schrader was installed in 
a special ceremony held during the regular worship service at 
8 AM on Sunday, January 31, 1999. 

For the past three years. Schrader has been a student in the 
new Distance Education Leading To Ordination (DELTO) pro
gram sponsored by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Steve 
has been taking standard seminary courses while continuing to 
work his regular 40-hour a week job as a Conservation 
Enforcement Officer in DeKalb County. 

This year, not only will he continue his studies and regular 
job, he will serve as Vicar of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. 
Being a Vicar is best described as on-the-job training for Pastor. 
He will be under the supervision of his mentor and the Pastor, 
Rev. Gary Faith, from Trinity Lutheran Church in Gadsden. 

His duties will include teaching Sunday School and Bible 
Class, preaching, conducting the Sunday morning liturgy, mak
ing calls, and other duties that are performed by Pastors. 
Schrader is in his fourth year of the year education and 
training program requirement that will result in his being 
ordained as a Pastor for the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 
He is a member of the first class of DELTO students. 

The program began in an effort to fill pastoral vacancies in 
the Southern District. Al l students are currently employed in 
other career fields and taking and completing seminary cours
es and requirements in their spare time. Being an ordained min
ister will be the second career for the men involved in the pro
gram. 

Schrader and his wife, Mindy, have three children: Stephen 
B. Jr., a student at Auburn University, Becky Thielmann of 
Cincinnati and Gary, a senior at Fort Payne High School. 

Winston ^lace 
National Register or Historical Places 

Bed & Breakfast 
P.O. Box 165 

Valley Head, Alabama 35989 
(256) 635-6381 
1-888-4WINSTON 
FAX: 256-635-6381 

E-mail www.virtualcities.com 
Write or call for rates 
and for reservations. 

http://www.virtualcities.com
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B O Y S C O ! ; r T R O O P 1 0 6 W I N T E R C O U R T O F H O N O R 
By Marie S. Dillenbeck 

On Saturday. January 7. 1999, Troop 106 met for their 
winter Court of Honor. Scoutmaster David Gilbreath said it 
was die biggest attendance of any Court of Honor, especial
ly in light of die frigid temperatures that night. Even so, 
dicre was food left over from their covered dish supper, 
because diere was so much to choose from, and all of it was 
delicious. 

Guests recognized included Danny Cook, of Summerville, 
GA, who was recognized and thanked as the person who 
takes care of die recycling of cans for the scouts: Wayne 
Henson. activities director in Trussville: Marilyn Campbell 
as the person who "waters" die troop when they are out 
working in die community; and Marie Dillenbeck as die one 
who covers die scouts in The Groundhog. 

The troop committee consists of Chairman, Jim Ellis: Unit 
Coordinator. John Hurt: Scouting Coordinator. Brando! 
Jones; Treasurer, Diane Gilbreath. John and Jan Wilkinson 
and Jim and Dallyne Jones were recognized as "being there" 
when needed. 

Surprise guest included Curt Miller, the first Eagle Scout 
in Troop 106. 

Special guests included the Simpson family from 
Waxhaw, NC, who went on the Philmont trip: Jerry 
Simpson, and sons Jordan and Justin. Jerry's wife. Sheila, 
was present, but did not take the Philmont trip. 

Third Assistant Scoutmaster. Dan Tweedcll. was intro
duced. 

Tom Oberle assisted Bill Berry in handing out the awards. 
Many of the boys receive a rank card and level of achieve

ment. The following received their Boy Scout Rank or were 
on tlte verge of receiving it: 

New members: Clark Crow, and Cathy Crow, mother's 
sash: Andrew McColc and Rachel Lee. mother's sash; 
Keith Miller and Linda Miller, mother's sash; Josh 
Tweedcll and Lisa Tweedell, motiier's sash: Paul Davis; 
and Robert Brown. 

Merit Badges and rank: Greg Carrckcr: wood working, 
citizenship in community: Tenderfoot rank, Lisa Smith, 
mother's sash. Robert McRcynolds: camping and hiking 
Jason Oberle: swimming, emergency preparedness; 
advanced tiirough two ranks: 2nd class and now 1st class. 

Monica Oberle. mother's pin. Andrew Habel (in school in 
Mobile): environmental science, medicine, swimming, 
riflcry, archery, computer, citizensliip in die community, first 
aid. family life: personal management: Star scout. Joshua 
Hughes: first aid. woodcarving, safety, environmental sci
ence, archery, fish and wildlife, management: star scout. 
Peter Hurt: dog care. Marslia Hurt, motiier's pin. Ben 
Stewart: small boat sailing, canoeing, orienteering, rowing, 
wilderness survival, insect study, family life; communica
tions: star scout, Beverly Stewart, modier's pin. Marlin 
Cox: citizenship in the nation. Paul Whittle: canoeing, fish 
and wildlife management, citizensliip in die community. 

Bill Berry gave a brief review of their trip to Philmont. 
The story appeared in the February issue of The 
Groundhog on the front page and continued on page 5. 

Crew Chief Josh Simpson, spoke a few words. 
Each boy who went to Philmont received a framed picture 

of the troop taken at Pliilmont. 
Jerry Simpson of Waxha, NC. said he had a 23-ycar goal: 

to go to Philmont; and he finally had the opportunity to go. 
After a brief statement, he presented David Gilbreadi widi a 
framed photograph of a Philmont landmark. 

Glenn Miller. Chaplain, who was video taping the court of 
honor ceremony, was tiianked for his contributions; as was 
Marsha Hurt who painted die base camp and a mountain that 
was on display in die fellowship hall at Moon Lake Baptist 
Church where the honor court meeting was being held. The 
exhibit was hung at the VFW Fair tliis past fall. 

At die winter court of honor, tliis year, the first annual 
James A. Berry Strcngtii of Character Award— named after 
Jim Berry, who was a staunch supporter of die scouts, and 
who died last year—was awarded to Peter Hurt for show
ing strength and noble character. Peter was the unofficial 
assistant crew chief at Pliilmont dtis past year, and was the 
first recipient of die James A. Berry Strengdi of Character 
Award. 

Troop 106 earned the Baptist Award of Excellence for die 
fifth year. Only two other troops in die nation have acliicved 
tliis status. 

The court of honor ceremony was a rewarding experience 
for all of those receiving honors and their families and 
guests. 
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Westmoreland Tire Co. 
301 South Gault Ave. 
Fort Payne, A L 35967 

(256)-845-5656 
1-800-443-9149 

We Buy Standing Timber 

Menlo L u m b e r & 
Pal let Company , I n c 

Highway 48 
Menlo, Georgia 30731 

(706) 862-2131 
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m J o e & Lillian Pickett Phone: 635-0082 
3173 County Rd 611 • Valley Head AL 35989 

Monday - Saturda\ 9:00am unlit Dark 
Sunday 1:00pm • 6:00pm 

DeKalb Children's Advocacy Center, 
DeKalb County Schools, and DeKalb'j 
Future Homemakers of America Club: 

Presents 
Naomi Haines Griffith 
Tuesday, March 9, 1999 

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Rainsville Civic Center 

Topic: Understanding the Families of School A 
Children. This topic examines the families that "child 
bring to school" in an effort to enable participants to und 
stand the cliild in a more holistic way. Special emphasis 
given to understanding neglectful and abusive homes and h 
they influence children and their behavior. 

Naomi Haines Griffith is a true Southerner, growing up 
Alabama and Mississippi. She holds a B.S. from 
University of North Alabama, an M A . from George Peabt 
College of Vanderbilt University, and a Masters in Soi 
Work from the University of Alabama. She worked in 
North Carolina and Alabama child welfare system from 19* 
1984 when she became Executive Director of PACT, a pior 
child abuse prevention agency she helped to found. Fr 
1994-1997, she served on the State Board of the Alaba 
Department of Human Resources 

Since, 1988, Naomi Griffith has become a national spea 
and consultant on child welfare issues, speaking at coni 
ences throughout the United States and Canada. A kne 
storyteller and family systems specialist she uses humor; 
her own experiences to challenge and inspire audiences 
business, education, juvenile justice, mental health, cl 
abuse prevention, family violence systems. 

Naomi Griffith is a member of the Alabama Corpoi 
Foundation for Children a former board member for 
Alabama Children's Trust Fund and has worked as a con; 
tant to the National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse. It 
been observed that Naomi weaves her common sense pragi 
tism and 30 years experience working with children and f; 
ilies into inspirational and heart-warming stories that moth 
her audiences both personally and professionally. 

CEU'S will be offered. Teachers, parents, law enforcen 
officers, those working in the criminal justice system, ; 
other community members are encouraged to attend. 

Teachers, parents, law enforcement officers, those work 
ing in the criminal justice system and odicr communil 
members are encouraged to attend. 

North Lookout Mountain 
Fire Protection District 

Volunteer Fire Department 
By Gail Chambers 

Plans are being made now for the annual yard sale 
definite date lias not been decided yet. We are asking I 
donations of clean, "gently" used items for tins sale. A fu 
has been set up for the purchase of a newer model tanker/f 
truck. A goal of $50,000 has been set for the purchase of tl 
truck. There is $8,500 (approximately) in this fund alreai 
The department is confident that, with the community's lie 
we will be able to raise the amount needed in record time, t 
donations are tax deductible. To make a donation to I 
Newer Truck Fund, make your check or money on 
payable to NLMFPD, P.O. Box 154, Mentone, AL 3598 

Volunteers are needed in all areas of the fire department, 
you would like to fight fires, work on a committee, or help 
some other way, please contact Chief Jim Roberts, 
Chairperson, Gail Chambers, for more information. 

Training sessions are in tiic process of being planned 
operation of die "Jaws of Life" and CPR re-certificatio 
Dates will be announced later. 

As always, thanks for your continued support. 
The Volunteer fire Dept. is missing several folding 

chairs. I f anyone lias bonowed them and forgotten 
to return diem, please return diem to die department. 

Thank vou. 



By 
E L O I S E B R O W N 

Febiuary has been a very short month~but then-aren't they 
all! But there seems to have been a lull-not much doing or 
going. 

The Valley Head UMW was cancelled because of weather 
and sickness. So, also, was the Sunshine Club. The weather 
man cheated us—He had foretold awful weather—with snow, 
etc.-but it turned out to be a beautiful day-but cold-so, it was 
better that the few of us who were well, stayed home. 

My cousins. Bil l and Blanche Fuller, from Madison, A L . 
spent Sunday with us. two weeks ago. Emily and Barry 
Brown prepared one of their healthful lunches for us. Bil l and 
Blanche had returned recently from an extended tour of 
Turkey and Greece and brought an album of very interesting 
pictures and also some lovely gifts for Emily and me. 

Lillie Bowden enjoyed immensely her visit with her great 
granddaughter. Kaley. age 9, and great grandson, Wil, age 3, 
in Land of Lakes, Florida. She stayed with them while their 
parents went on a vacation trip. 

Thomas and Jeff Hincey, from Centre, AL, visited Ed 
Ringer recently. 

There are many people sick: It's good to hear that Rev. 
Charles Jenkins is home and much better after a stay at 
BMC-DeKalb. Catherine Crumbley is in serious condition 
at BMC-DeKalb; and Dr. James Quimby is in a Birmingham 
hospital, very serious. His son. Robert, has been here and 
hopes to take his dad with him when he is released. Ruth 
Pickett is confined to home because of illness and Mary 
Holleman is not well. Joe Waters is home after a stay at 
BMC-DeKalb. his wife. Helen, is sick. We hope the very best 
for all who are sick 

Valley Head has lost two good citizens when Willis Gatlin 
(Sulphur Springs) and Paul Burnett died recently. We sym
pathize deeply with their families Paul's wife, Ruth, is a 
patient at Siskin's in Chattanooga for therapy for a broken hip 
We hope she will be able to come home soon. 

Dale Gilbert, who is Christine and Walter Brook s son-
in-law —came to their house w ith other members of the family 
and showed beautiful pictures of his trip to Bangkok, 
Thailand His company sent him there for a twelve-day trip to 
demonstarate equipment they sent and to teach the use of a 
computer. 

Doris and J im Carmichael attended a banquet given by 
ALFA at their home office in Montgomery on Feb. 25, for 
ALFA retirees. The next day, they attended the Awards ban
quet at the Civic Center for the present employees. The 
retirees were recognized at the banquet. They really enjoyed 
these two affairs. 

Sadie Cooper had a good visit with her Aunt Hazel 
Johnston in Rossville, and they visited her other aunt, Stella 
Brewer, in Fort Oglethorpe. 

Michelle and Robert D. Brown and Billy, spent Valentine 
weekend in Birmingham, and joined other members of her 
family, to help her mother, Mary Grace Schilleci, celebrate 
her 8()th birthday. Michelle and Robert have started their 
new house on a pretty knoll opposite Barry's house. 

Chris Brown, Scott Meadows, Glen Garden, Darrin 
Smith, and Larry Richardson, among others, went to Gulf 
Shores for the weekend for deep sea fishing—haven't heard the 
results. 

Congratulations to Amber Hannah, who was the runner up 
in the DeKalb County Spelling Bee, also to Selina Couch, 
who was chosen to represent Valley Head High School in the 
D.A.R. Good Citizen Group: and to Catinna Marie Brown. 
Lisa Somerville Jones (who made all A's) and Norman 
Alexander Jones, (who made all A's) and achieved the Dean's 
List of The University of Alabama. Also, Leslie M. Bunch, 
who will be included in National Register's "Who's Who in 
Executives and Professionals;" and all other achievers! 

Steve and Beth Woods are delighted to have their son. 
Josh, home on leave from the Navy. He is stationed near Pearl 
Harbor. 

March 1999 / The Groundhog/Page 15 

Saint Patrick 
Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. 
A dedicated Christian firebrand. 
Was born in Scodand in three ninety six. 
He was captured by pirates' scheming tricks. 
When just sixteen and sold as a slave— 
Six years to herding cattie he gave. 
With cunning, perservering spunk. 
He escaped to France and became a monk. 
He visited Rome in four thirty one. 
And Pope Celestine's good favor won— 
He was sent as missionary to Ireland by the Pope 
His work was productive of remarkable scope— 
Twelve thousand people he personally baptized 
Established three hundred sixty-five churches 

to be recognized, 
A large number of priests he ordained. 
Fame and acclaim, he forever obtained. 
There must have been much joy and celebration 
When he drove all the snakes out of the nation, 
Or at least, this was added to his reputation 
Today, with the wearing os Shamrocks green. 
We remember St. Patrick w ith highest esteem. 

—Eloise Brown J 

Lent Reminds 
Lent reminds of a garden-Gethsemane— 
Where Jesus went to pray in agony— 
Facing betrayal and denial. 
To be beaten and condemned in unjust trial. 

It reminds of Golgotha's three crosses. 
Of three kinds of different, important choices— 
When the sun hid in darkness its face, 
Ashamed of the awful infamous disgrace. 

The season now, when the seemingly dead earth 
Awakes to beauty—reminds of rebirth, 
A time when brown bulbs reach up for life 
And burst into color and fragrance to survive. 

The Dogwood glories in its blooms with sacred blood 
And a crown of thorns symboled in each bud. 
Reminding of its gain instead of loss— 
Never again to be cmcifying cross. 

The silken cocoons set butterflies free. 
To wing upward in beautiful ecstacy— 
Reminding of Heaven's lovely perfection— 
Living proof of nature's resurrection. 

Lent is a time of penitance and evaluation 
Reminding of appreciation and preparation 
To receive the joyful and hopeful season 
Of Easter's proof of resurrection's reason. 

—Eloise Brown 

Open to Public 

C L O U D M O N T 
S k i and Golf Resort 

29th year of skiing 
The weather is cold enough to maintain the snow 

for skiing. Watch the weather channel. 
Check out our website, too: Cloudmont.com 

Think snow! Ca l l (256) 634-4344. 
OPEN 7 DAYS A W E E K 

Enjoy the winter with us. Skiing, hiking, fishing. Ski season Dec-Mar. 
Variety of resort accommodations atop Lookout Mountain 3 miles 

south of Mentone. Call for reservations. 

S H A D Y G R O V E D U D E R A N C H 
H O R S E B A C K R I D I N G S T A B L E S 

T r a i l R ides &. Wagon Tr ips • Guided &. Dail> R ides S lO'hour 
F u n for the whole family 

(256) 634-4344 

Hello to all our friends and readers in this wonderful month 
of March. If you are looking for a little change in some old 
standards, this is the place for you. I pulled out an old recipe a 
neighbor gave me many years ago when the goal was to fix up 
something fast, easy, and that eight- and ten-year-old children 
would eat. The casserole is "Chicken Frisco' and is easy and 
tasty and a little change from "tuna hot dish'. The other entry 
this month is one I found in a Senior Center newsletter here in 
Huntsville. There is not a name attached to it. so I ' l l just cred
it the Senior Center for it. It is very good and, I think, i f you 
think more in the line of making soup, that you could add more 
broth to it and call it soup. Happy cooking. 

Chicken Frisco. Susi Freese 
1 small can boned chicken 
1 one pound can tomatoes (I use stewed tomatoes) 
8 oz tine noodles, cooked and drained 
1 C grated cheese 
1 onion, chopped 
1/4 C chopped celery 
1/4 C chopped bell pepper 
1/2 stick of margarine 
salt, pepper to taste 
chopped parsley (optional) 
Add margarine, cheese, onion, celery, pepper and spices to 

noodles. Mix well, then stir in tomatoes and chicken. MLx well 
and bake in a greased 2-quart casserole at 350° for 40-50 min
utes. Serves 4. 

Cabbage Stew 
1-1/2 pound lean ground beef browned and drained well 
1/2 medium head cabbage coarsely chopped 
1 cup diced celery 
1 cup chopped onion chili powder to taste 
1 one-pound can pinto beans (not drained) 
1 one pound can tomatoes mashed 

Brown beef, then layer cabbage on hamburger meat in large 
pot. layer onions next, then layer celery. Add water until it 
peeks through ingredients. Sprinkle with chili powder. 
Simmer until cabbage changes color. Add one can pinto beans 
and tomatoes. Return to stove and simmer as long as you like. 
If you like things a little spicy, try Trappey's pintos with 
jalapeno peppers and Rotel tomatoes withjalapeno peppers. 

March, The Beast 
March is a wild roaring beast, 
Constantly on the prowl. 
Winter's last fury unleashed. 
To prance, to blast and to howl. 

It seeks the warming breezes, 
To change their temperature; 
Their breath it quickly freezes. 
Hoping Winter can endure. 

It searches by the hour, 
Any fruits unwary bloom 
To shrivel, sere and devour 
If they venture from their tomb. 

Roaring in the hurricanes. 
In brutal destructive force-
It chews up all in path insane. 
And spits them out far from source 

It is a strong, fighting beast. 
But only for a season: 
Meek as a lamb, snowy fleeced. 
It will bow to April's reason. 

—Eloise Brown 

http://Cloudmont.com
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Mentone Methodists Unite to 
Spread Valentine Cheer in 

Outreach Project 
Saturday. February 13. the United Methodist Women of the 

Edtcl Brown Unit and the United MeUiodist Women of the 
Mountain Laurel Unit all of Mentone United Methodist 
Church joined forces to help the children of the church with 
an outreach project of delivering valentines and lots of 
Christian love, to say nothing of excitement to ladies in The 
Fountains and Crownc Health Care of Fort Payne. The group 
of ladies from the Edicl Brown Unit consisted of Mrs. 
Barbara Blalock. President. Mrs. Marilyn Blanton Campbell. 
Vice-President. Mrs Linda Brown, Secretary-Treasurer, and 
Mrs. Linda Hill. The group of ladies from the Mountain 
Laurel Unit consisted of Mrs. Carol Brown Hazcll, Mrs. 
Barbie Hester. Mrs. Karen Wright. President. Mrs. Barbara 
Petersen, and Pastor Linda Tucker. The children in the group 
consisted of Master Alex and Miss Kayla Hazcll. Misses 
Kelly and Paige Wright. Master Tyler and Miss Brittany 
Hester, and Master Mikcy and Misses Sarah and Megan 
Petersen. 

At The Fountains, the ladies and the children assembled in 
the parlor on the first floor, and most of the residents they 
were visiting came to them. The reason for that was simple 
The residents live in rooms that were never intended to 
receive entire delcgadons of people at one time. 

First, Miss Dessie Bailey came in. and she was presented a 
brightly colored bag of valentines the children had either 
made or at the very least adapted to suit Uicmselves. Miss 
Bailey opened each one and matched die valentine to the 
smiling face of die child who had made it. 

Mrs. Lydia Speed joined the party next, and she too was 
presented a lovely bright colored bag of valentines. She 
matched up each of the children with the valentines they had 
made as well as matching up children with modiers and 
grandmothers. 

Mrs. Ruby Daniel lias been to church at Mentone United 
Mcdiodist recently enough that she already knew most of the 
children. Mrs. Daniel was presented a brightly colored bag of 
valentines diat she enjoyed very much. 

Mrs. Lottie Davenport was busy playing the piano for 
Sunday School, so she was not available and had to be locat
ed. Her valentines were delivered to her in her room, and she 
was every bit as pleased as die otiier ladies had been. 

Mrs. Peggy Howe was visited by part of the group some-
w here other than the parlor, and she was presented her bag of 
valentines there. Mrs. Howe was pleased, too. She was very 
interested in hearing from Iter friend and former neighbor 
from Mentone. Mrs. Helen Hill, who now lives across the 
street at Crownc Health Care of Fort Payne. Mrs. Linda Hill. 
Mrs Helen Hill's daughter-in-law was in the group and was 
able to give Mrs. Howe an up-to-date account of her friend. 

The biggest valentine of all—really, it was a poster—was 
taken to Mrs. Helen Hill at Crowne. The children and the 
ladies got out and trooped across the parking lot and the street 
and then up the hill in die terrible wind to Crowne where they 
went into the room in shifts to visit Mrs. Helen Hill. Mrs. Hill 
was extremely well pleased with her poster, and, while she 
was not able to speak due to the effects of a stroke, she gave 
each and every one of the children to understand that she was 
indeed pleased. Mrs. Hill also wanted to hear from her friend 
and neighbor from Mentone, Mrs. Peggy Howe, who lives 
across die street at The Fountains. In view of the fact that it 
had only been a few minutes since the Mentone United 
Methodists liad seen Mrs. Howe, Uiey could give a fresh 
report. 

After die valentines had all been delivered, the children and 
die ladies of the Mountain Laurel Unit adjourned to Taco Bell 
for a lunch of Mexican food, and the ladies of the Ethel 
Brown Unit along widi Paslor Linda Tucker went to Western 
Sizzlin for lunch. 

Mr. Cecil Baty still lives in his own home al Mcnlone and 
leads a vers active life. The children had a brightly colored 
bag of valentines delivered to him to brighten up his day since 
he was not at home that particular time to receive them. 
Everybody involved—church people and residents alike—in 
that project received a definite blessing from it. and the ladies 
all asked the children as welt as the adults lo come back to 
visit them again. 

Master Gardener Ed Campbell Sp 
By Marilyn Blanton Campbell 

On Tuesday. February 9, 1999, the Rhododendron Garden 
Club met at the Community House on Highway 117 in 
Mentone with President Jan Wilkinson presiding. Dorothy Cyr 
gave a devotional reading from the scriptures, gave an inspira
tional talk about pomegranates, and led the group in prayer. 
After the devotional interlude, the ladies were served a deli
cious luncheon of two kinds of homemade soup-potato in one 
pot and vegetarian vegetable in the other-cornbread, broccoli 
cornbread. pimento cheese sandwiches in miniature on two 
different kinds of bread, homemade dill pickles, apple crisp 
with whipped cream, chocolate cherry cookies, honey roasted 
peanuts, cherry cheesecake with pecan accents, and soup 
crackers served with a choice of iced tea or cola in red cups. 
Mrs. Ann Wright's oriental style arrangement of winter maho-
nia greens with yellow accents complemented the table that 
had been presented covered by a bright red tablecloth and 
accented by white napkins with charming red valentine 
designs on them. 

When the meeting resumed. Mrs. Ann Wright led the group 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. President Wilkinson welcomed 
the ladies and recognized hostesses, Barbara Blalock. Linda 
Brown. Ann Wright Ruby Daniel, and Marilyn Blanton 
Campbell. 

Secretary Marilyn Blanton Campbell called the roll, and the 
ladies answered with the common and botanical names of a 
favorite bush, tree, or plant. Mrs. Campbell went on to read the 
minutes of the January meeting, and those were adopted as 
read. Treasurer Barbara Blalock gave the financial reports. 

Under committee reports, Karen Wright reported that the 
Ecoteers and Junior Gardeners at Moon Lake School did not 
do butterflies for the town hall Christmas tree this past 
Yuletide season. However, they do have plans to celebrate 
Arbor Day the Last full week in February and Earth Day. The 
Moon Lake School will be removing the gravel and placing 
sod in an area located between the cafeteria and the main 
building, and Mrs. Karen Wright reported that they would be 
needing help with that project in the future. The ladies of 
Rhododendron Garden Club are always ready to listen to any 
botanical project the local school happens to have in progress. 

Under old business. President Jan Wilkinson announced that 
the ladies should bring to the April meeting their plants and 
seeds for replanting the Heritage Garden that fell victim to the 
drought last summer, and she specified that the ladies should 
bring either plants or seeds that have a specific meaning to 
them-i.e. where the plants or seeds came from, who the plants 
or seeds came from, and why the ladies particularly wanted 
those plants or seeds. 

Under new business. President Wilkinson had a letter from 
Mrs. Rieta Grant, who will be Flower Show Chairman at the 
fair in Fort Payne this autumn. Mrs. Grant was asking for help 

aks to Rhododendron Garden Club 
with the flower show and encouraging the ladies to volunte 
to participate. Wide ranging opportunities for service abour 
President Wilkinson also announced that Bill Elliott will 
taking a bus to the Southeastern Flower Show in Atlanta < 
February 20 at a cost of $25 per person leaving from die c 
Wal-Mart parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and returning at 10 p.m. 

The Sickness and Worry Report caught the ladies up 
birthdays and general community misery. Dorothy Cyr w 
wished a Happy Birthday, and several ladies were remember 
as being either ailing or shut in. 

Rather than having their regular drawing for a door prize 
raise funds, the hostesses sold valentine mugs to the lad: 
who wanted them. Most of the ladies present brought th 
own mugs, and it was indeed interesting to see how each lad; 
personality came through in her mug. 

President Wilkinson introduced the speaker, Ed Campbt 
Master Gardener and owner of a new nursery. He spoke ab( 
"'How. What and When to Prune and Fertilize." Mr. Campb 
brought in with him his favorite pruning tools-the ones 
actually uses in real life—and showed them to the lad 
explaining as he went how, when, and why to use each o 
There is a big difference in listening to a person talk when c 
is aware that the speaker knows from experience exactly w: 
he is talking about and in hearing the speaker who has sini| 
"read all the books" on the subject at hand. The advice i 
Campbell gave on pruning was to thin fruit trees to get light 
the branches where the fruit is actually formed. 

Mr. Campbell also discussed when and how much water i 
fertilizer to use. It is a matter of economic necessity to peo 
in the nursery business that their plants flower prope: 
because the general public will not buy a plant that is not flc 
ering. On the subject of annuals. Mr. Campbell gave the lad 
advice to "dead head" at least once each week if they expe 
ed to have flowers as opposed to having their plants go to se 
The formal meeting as such adjourned, and Mr. Camp! 
accompanied the ladies next door to the Butterfly Garden; 
Ecocenter at the Moon Lake School where they showed 
their own (and the school children's) handiwork, and 1 
Campbell viewed it all with what the ladies conside 
deserved appreciation. 

The Rhododendron Garden Club is a member of 
National Council of State Garden Clubs. Inc. Deep So 
Region the Garden Club of Alabama. Inc. Garden Clubs 
District I I . and the DeKalb-Cherokee Federated Garden Cli 

The next meeting is Tuesday. March 9. at 12:30 p.m. at 
Community House. Barbara Blalock has the devotional: hi 
esses are Patti Bryan. Karen Wright. Mary Crow, and Rov 
Truett. At roll call, members are asked to name a native spi 
plant. The program will be "Dazzling Dahlias" with IS 
Eddie Nance. 

F C O S 1 A N D 
M 202 GREENHILL BL VD. 

FT. PAYNE, AL. 35967 
WE'RE OPEN 

7 A.M. - MIDNIGHT 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

WE ACCEPT • 3E 
• W1C VOUCHERS • FOOD STAMPS 

• CjUANTITY RIGHTS RESERVED 
• NONE SOLD TO DEALERS 

845-1970 

•INCOM1MQ AMD O U T G O D K 
PAX S E R V I C E 

W E F E A T U R E A L L T H I S AND H O M I 

Shamrocks signs of spring 
| ^ By Dianne Wright fox 

Council on Aging 
March is full of the promise that spring is upon us. V 

could be greener than St. Patrick's Day? The shamrock is 
most recognized symbol of St. Patrick's Day. It is a sn 
three-leafed plant known as a trefod, which is in the ch 
family. Shamrock grows wdd in Ireland, and because of 
Irish climate of damp winters, the shamrock is fresh 
green all year long. 

Other than March it is hard to buy shamrock plants in 
area. Seeds can be found, but dicy usually do not proc 
shamrocks in time for St. Patrick's Day. The growing tin* 
tliis plant is approximately three months until maturity, 
could buy a shamrock plant lliat already has leaves on it 
replant it into a raised container. 

After it produces small flowers, the plant will go to s 
Collect the seeds and keep them in a cool, dry place until 
arc ready to plant them in December. Next year you will 1 
a home-grown crop of shamrocks for St. Patrick's Day. 

Keep in mind that this type of plant luces soil that is rii 
lime. Lime can be added to any polling soil. So plant t 
shamrocks and remember to keep the "Luck of the Irish 
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The John Morrison Family 
Mr. Morrison lives in die Birmingham. AL. area, and recently mailed tiiis photo to Bcrnise Crow. 

Bcrnise said diat John Morrison helped prepare the initial Bylaws for die Mentone Area Preservation 
Association. Mr. Morrison ran die Lookout Mountain Christian Camp in Mentone several years ago. 

On die back of the photograph is the message: "The Morrison Family says Hello! 

Ro's Kreations 
Now exhibiting at the White Elephant Antique 

Galleries in Mentone. You can still find all the same 
unique gifts, handcrafted items, wreaths, scents, 

-something for everyone-
Regular hours at the White Elephant are: 

Mon,Wed-Sat -10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, 1-5; Closed Tuesday 

Health Nugget 
By Dowe Foreman 
Hidden Sugars 

Recently, the U.S. Dept of Agriculture did a study on how 
much sugar Americans cat each day. 20 teaspoons of sugar 
each day was die average. That's 320 calorics! And diis 
docs not include natural sugars found in fruits, legumes, or 
milk. This is sugar that has been added to food. 

Applesauce is one food dial has natural sugar, but unless 
you buy die unsweetened variety, you'll be consuming about 
3 teaspoons of extra, uiuiccded sugar. All tliis for a half cup 
of Molts applesauce. (Unsweetened is just as good.) 

When reading a list of ingredients on your favorite cereal 
or food, make certain il doesn't have extra hidden sugars. 
These sugars can come in any number of forms or names, 
such as: white, brown, raw. or cane sugar: corn syrup, high 
fructose com syrup; honey: molasses; or sorghum syrup. 

Sugar has 16 calorics per teaspoon and virtually nothing 
else as far as nutrients. We need to remember that our bod
ies are the temple of God, and dial we need to treat ourselves 
better to live longer and to feel better while doing it! 

Information from Tufts University 

VEGAN R E C I P E 
From Cooking School 

Dried Fruit Butter 
1 C dried fruit (raisins, dates, figs, apricots, prunes) 
3/4 to 1 C warm water 
Cut fruit into pieces (except raisins). Place with water in 

sauce pan and bring to boil. Remove from heal and let sit for 
5 minutes. Then blend in blender on high until smooth. 
Tasty on loast.mtiJTins, etc. Yield 1-1/4 cup. Can be frozen. 
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L / R : Samantha Rhodes (10) 
and Dustie Nix (6) 

Samantha Rhodes will celebrate 
her 10th Birthday on March IS*. Her 
modier and stepfather are April and 
Darrcll Nix; fatiier and stepmom are 
Joel and Delores Rhodes of Mentone; 
Grandparents are Faye and Sammy 
Collins of Valley Head; and Mary and 
Jerome Rhodes of Ft. Payne. 

Sister, Dustie Nix, will celebrate her 
6* Birthday on March 21st. Her 
mother and father are April and Darrell 
Nix. Grandparents are Faye and 
Sammy Collins of Valley Head; and 
Sue and Dale Nix of Section. 

l — 

d i s h 
Mentone's 

TeaRoom Cafe 

(256) 634-3669 

Friday-Sunday 
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday Nights 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Located in 
The Hitching Post > 

Bryan College News Release 
February 24, 1999. DAYTON, Term. - Eighty-two high 

school seniors, including one from Mentone, Ala., visited 
Bryan College recently to compete for six Presidential 
scholastic and music awards, the most prestigious grants 
made by the college. 

Kenneth Miller, son of Glenn and Linda Miller of 
Mentone, participated in the interview process for the 
Presidential Scholarship, a $6,000 grant made to one 
incoming freshman each year who plans to major in the 
biblical studies area. To qualify, the student must have a 
3 6 high school grade average and an ACT score of 26 or 
an SAT score of 1180. The award is renewable annually for 
students who maintain a 3.5 grade average on Bryan's 4.0 
scale. 

Kenneth, a student at the Alabama School of 
Mathematics and Science in Mobile, is a member of 
Students Against Drunk Driving, the Key Club, the cross 
country team and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He 
is a member of the National Honor Society, an Eagle Scout 
and member of the Order of the Arrow. He is active in his 
church and works part-time at his school. 

Bryan is a four-year Christian liberal arts college offer
ing bachelor's degrees in 14 areas. The college has been 
recognized by U.S. News & World Report for five consec
utive years as being among the Top Tier of Southern liber
al arts colleges. 

Erica Blalock (5) 
and Dustin Blalock (1) 

Erica Blalock (5), March 1", and 
Dustin Blalock (1), March 3'', cele
brated their birthdays together on 
Sunday, March 1st, widi a party at 
home in Mentone. Their mom and 
dad arc Rhonda and Barry Blalock. 

Grandparents are Ovie and Barbara 
Blalock of Mentone, and Bruce and 
Carolyn Crain of Menlo. 

Great grandparents are Catherine 
Bailey of Mentone, Flora Jennings of 
Summerville, and Bert and Bdlie 
Crain of Menlo. 

DeSoto Rescue Squad News 
By Jennifer Smith, 1st Lieutenant 

Hello, friends! It has been a while since our last article, 
and I apologize. There just doesn't seem to be enough 
hours in the day. Is anyone else having that problem? 

We have been working on our building when the weath
er permits. Our office is finished, the new lighting is hung, 
and we are working on running the electricity. After that, 
warm weather work: re-roofing and pamting the exteriors. 

We also recendy purchased two new much-needed 
radios and received one extra from the County Rescue 
Association. They have approached our state representa
tive about additional communications equipment. 

On Feb. 22, we hosted the quarterly county meeting at 
the Community House. It was a very well attended meet
ing with the majority of rescue squads represented. Danny 
Buder, president of the DeKalb County Rescue 
Association conducted the meeting. Rick Littie, the EMA 
director, was also in attendance. 

We would like to express our condolences to fellow-
squad member. Gail Crider, and her family, on the passing 
of her mother, Margaret Fann. Please keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

We are still actively seeking new members, so please 
feel free to drop in at a meeting or locate one of the offi
cers listed below. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
The Desoto Rescue Squad is a non-profit, all-volunteer 

Emergency Medical Response Unit. Your contributions 
and support are gready appreciated. 

Richard Douthat, Capt. 634-1813 
Jennifer Smith, 1" Lieu 634-4577 
Lisa Scott, Sec/Treas 634-4207 

P.S. Anyone wishing to help with our building 
renovations, please give one of us a call. 

" - ' • • -'' - • * - • - : — • . . . . — i V ^ 
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Now is the time to make your Donations 
for the Annual Library Sale conducted 

by the Fort Payne Culture Club 

tfooks 
-A-

fflillennium 

Dekalb County 
Library Sale 

Donate through 
March 31 

Preparations have begun for die April Spring Sale con
ducted annually by the Fort Payne Culture Club to bene
fit the DeKalb County Public Library. 

As always, contributions for die sale are welcomed. 
Popular with sale customers are: 

•liard cover and paperback books, 
•large print reading materials, 
•children's books; 
•games and puzzles, 
•video tapes and CD's. 
Now is a good time to go dirough and round up tilings 

you are ready to donate. 
Help make Uiis year's sale the best every by bringing to 

the DeKalb County Library items you want to make avail
able to others, while helping the library as well. 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS, EVENTS, AND OTHER DATES 

•Wednesday, March 17, St. Patrick's Day 
•March 18,4 p.m., Mentone Planning & 
Zoning Commission meeting, Town Hall 

•March 20, 6 p.m., Annual Band Auction 
and Bingo,Valley Head High School 

• S P R I N G BREAK, March 29-April 5 

•Sunday, April 4, Easter and 7 AM Easter 
Sunrise services, Lee Crowe property, Mentone 

•Sunday,April 4, Daylight Savings Time Begins 
•Monday, April 5, 7 p.m., Mentone 
Town Council Meeting Town Hall 

•Tuesday, April 6, 7 p.m. MAPA meeting, 

mGAROL 

50-Ft. 16/3 
Outdoor Extens ion Cord 
Safety-orange cord. (646-2485) (03354) 

Your 
Choice 99 TuEPSak 

Each 13-Gal. 80-Ct. 
K i tchen B a g s 
(696-6618) (88013-6) 

39-Gal . 20-Ct. 
Heavy-Duty Jumbo 
Yard & Trash B a g s 
(687-8763) (82039-6) 
33-Gal . 40-Ct. 
Heavy-Duty Large 
Trash and Yard B a g s 
Poly bags. (696-6642) (84033-6) 

1.5 G a l . Poly S p r a y e r 
(687-4440) (2002) 

Prices shown are no higher than, but may be the same as the lowest prices previously advertised on an Orgill, Inc. circular through the 1999 year. Merchandise 
illustrated is sold by independent retailers who own their own stores, choose their own merchandise and set their own prices Prices and merchandise shown herein 
are suggested and independent retailers are free to change or alter prices or substitute with other merchandise. Merchandise not in a retailer's stock may be ordered 
by retailer upon request Occasionally merchandise may not be available because of circumstances beyond the retailer's control, such as manufacturers delivery 
problems. Their right to limit quantities is reserved. Retailer and Orgill, Inc. are not responsible for printing errors and may withdraw any offer containing some. 

Little River Hardware 
5190 AL HWY 117, Mentone AL 35984 

•256-634-4757 '1-800-634-4787 -FAX: 256-634-4105 

T H E W H I T E E L E P H A N T 
A Face Lift 

By Evelyn Graves 
Recendy, I opened the door to The Wliite Elephant and was met with die seer 

potpourri and a newly-painted hallway leading to die center of the building, wl 
is die office and cashier's station for the shops inside. There I met Louis and J 
Pierce, who leased The White Elephant in October. 1998. Judy had worked as n 
ager of the cstablislunenl since 1997. but it was only in October of last year that 
and Louis leased die building. Since that time, the}' have done an cnonnous anu 
of work remodeling the building, and erecting attractive comer cabinets in each 
of die hallways where china, crystal and cunos arc displayed. They have n 
available 24 rooms for rent —12 downstairs and 12 upstairs. They have mo 
most of their own collections into the hallways where shelves arc ncady li 
against the walls, displaying their various antiques, collectibles, and uniques. 

All of the 24 rooms have been rented but one, and dicrc is a waiting list foi 
downstairs rooms. Interesting names have been given to the shops by die rem 
Some of the names I observed are: 'Mentone Trading Company." "Ro's Krcatio 
"Serendipity." "Yesterdays." "It's a Girl's Tiling." "Mona Lisa." 'Simple Fol 
"Intuitiqucs." "Maypoles," "Curios and Cobblestones", and dicre arc duce 
dealers moving in. 

There is a huge variety of items among the various dealers - glassware, antic 
or all kinds, including furniture: crafts of all kinds - woodworking, liandn 
quilts, paintings by local artists, clocks, decorative hand painted tables, clu 
trunks, boxes, wooden trays; primitives of all types - old tools and tool boxes -
many more. 

Louis and Judy not only own die business, but dicy manage it as well. Th 
why so many people are desirous of renting a room: diey do not need to be on 1 
to make dicir own sales but can work other jobs and come periodically to res 
dieir merchandise or rearrange what they have, and Judy records dicir sales 
accepts die money from their customers, and dicy rest assured that cvcrylhir 
being taken care of in a business-like manner. 

There is a large variety of merchandise because one of the stipulations wh 
room is rented is that the merchandise must not be in direct competition will 
existing vendor. There are so many personalities evident as I toured room to rc 
I found a Victorian touch a country look, a hint of Spanish in the decor, n 
eclectic displays, and a feeling of dc-ja vu. 

Louis and Judy like what they arc doing. They love to meet people, and they 
Mentone. They have planned a lot of different activities as the wcadicr miprc 
In die latter part of March, there will be a fiddler who will fiddle on the front p 
for the entertainment of tourists and passers-by. The fourth week in May tiierc 
be a Rhododendron Fair sponsored by The Wliite Elephant, and it will be ca 
"Historic Mentone Hotel Square Rhododendron Fair." There will be prizes g 
away during die fair, the most exciting one being a Mentone Getaway for one l 
al Mentone Springs Holel widi $250 being given away for a shopping sprc 
Mentone. There will be oilier prizes given throughout the fair also. Tins event 
take place May 22-23. There will be 50 outside spaces available for vendors to 
play their wares. A $35 deposit which is refundable at the end of die week-end 
hold a spot for you. Call 256-634-4529 for information or to rent a room or res 
a space for die Rhododendron Fair. 

More infonnation will appear in die April issue of The Groundhog conccr 
die Rhododendron Fair. 

The White 
Elephant 

Antiques 
Galleries 

J u d y a n d L o u i s P i e r c e 

(256) 634-4529 
O P E N M,Wed-Sat: 10 a .m. - 5 p . m . ; S u n : 

T u e s - c l o s e d 
An t i ques , Co l lec t ib les , & Un iques 

Dea le r s w e l c o m e - s p a c e ava i lab le . 

1-5 
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UGF-FUNDED A G E N C I E S - MAKING A D I F F E R E N C E IN D E K A L B COUNTY 
Contributors to the annual United Givers Fund Campaign help to 

provide many needed services and programs for DeKalb 

T H E D E K A L B COUNTY C H A P T E R OF 
T H E AMERICAN R E D CROSS 

Q. What is the mission of THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 9 

A. The American Red Cross is a humanitarian organization, 
led by volunteers, that provides relief to victims of disasters 
and helps people prevent, prepare for, and respond to emer
gencies. It does this through services that are consistent with 
its Congressional Charter and the Principles of the 
International Red Cross Movement. 

Q. What types of services are available to local residents 
through the DeKalb County Chapter in the event of a commu
nity disaster? 

A. The DeKalb County Chapter is responsible for training 
and being prepared for any type of disaster that could occur in 
DeKalb County. Their primary goal is to meet the immediate 
needs of those affected by the disaster by providing food, 
clothing, and shelter. 

Q. The local Red Cross Chapter was very visible following 
the tornadoes that have occurred in the county during recent 
years. When does the "tornado season" begin in DeKalb 
County and what can families do to prepare for this type dis
aster? 

A. The State of Alabama will enter the peak "tornado sea
son" soon (March through May.) Alabama also has a sec
ondary tornado season in the fall. However, tornadoes can 
occur at any time of the year. The National Weather Service, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the 
American Red Cross urge each family to develop a family 
disaster plan. They have prepared "A Preparedness Guide" 
which includes tips on tornado safety and information on 
preparing a disaster plan for your family. 

Q. How does the local Red Cross Chapter help people pre
vent, prepare for and respond to emergencies?. 

A. They offer courses in CPR and First Aid. Community 
First Aid & Safety. HIV-Aids Education Water Safety. 
Responding to Emergencies. In addition, informative 
brochures and booklets are available free of charge through the 
local Red Cross office. They even have a brochure that offers 
information on Pet First Aid. Another brochure offers infor
mation on putting together a Disaster Supply Kit-and there's 
one on the Y 2 K problem tided. "Y2K - What You Should 
Know" 

Q. How does the local Chapter help to maintain a reliable, 
safe blood supply for the community9 

A. By hosting and recruiting blood drives and donors to 
meet the patient needs in area hospitals. The DeKalb County 
Chapter's goal for this year is 2,100 units. 

Q Is the American Red Cross a government agency or does 
it receive any government funding9 

A No. the American Red Cross is not a government agency 
nor do they receive government funding. The programs of the 
American Red Cross are made possible by the voluntary ser
vices and financial support of the American people. The 
American Red Cross was chartered by Congress in the early 
1900s. however, to furnish volunteer aid to the Armed Forces 
in time of war and to serve as the link between the people of 
the Umted States and the Armed Forces. The DeKalb County 
Chapter provides a variety of special services to members of 
the US Armed Forces and their families here in the county. 

The DeKalb County Chapter of the American Red Cross is 
a non-profit organization and a member agency of United 
Givers Fund of DeKalb County. Linda Clark. Chapter 
Manager, says the DeKalb County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross has many volunteers working with Disaster 
Services. Health and Safety, and at DeKalb-BMC. Volunteers 
play a vital role in the organization helping them to expand 
their programs and make them accessible to everyone in 
DeKalb County. 

Red Cross will hold their annual membership drive during 
the month of March, which is National Red Cross month. 
Their ad campaign this year is "Help Can't Wait, So we'll Be 
There." 

For more information on Red Cross services, call them at 
845-0202 or stop by the Red Cross office located in the 
Activities Building at 111 Grand Avenue SW - Suite 103 in 
Fort Pavne. 

County residents. Through a series of question/answer-type 
articles. UGF will "spodight" each of its 12-member agencies 

CASA, C A R E ASSURANCE 
SYSTEM FOR T H E AGING 

AND HOMEBOUND. 
Q. What is the mission of CASA? 
A. Casa helps to fill gaps of unmet needs of the elderly and 

homebound in DeKalb County by utilizing compassionate 
community volunteers that are willing to share their 
resources. This allows CASA clients to maintain their inde
pendence, dignity, health and safety. 

Q. What are some of the services available through CASA 
that might help an elderly person be able to remain in their 
own home longer? 

A. Many times, CASA volunteers install smoke detectors, 
handrails, ramps, or grab bars to help make the home safer or 
more accessible for the elderly. Sometimes minor home 
repairs are needed. Sometimes the home needs an extra heater 
in the winter or a fan in the summer to make the home more 
comfortable. 

Q. Transportation seems to be a problem faced by many 
older people who are no longer able to drive themselves to 
doctor appointments or to the grocery store. How does 
CASA help with this? 

A. CASA is the only agency that provides out-of-county 
transportation for medical treatments not available locally and 
when there is not another option for their families. Mostiy. its 
the elderly clients who have needed this service but disabled 
and homebound persons of all ages have also been assisted. 

Q. What about local transportation to the doctor, pharmacy, 
or grocery store. Does CASA provide this service also? 

A. Yes, this is probably the service most in demand. Also, if 
the person is physically unable to do their own grocery shop
ping or bill paying, volunteers will shop "from a list" or mn 
other errands as needed. 

Q. A CASA service that is very reassuring and sometimes 
vital to the well-being of an elderly or homebound person is 
your "Telephone Reassurance Program." How does it work? 

A. At a regular time daily, a call is made to the homebound 
person to be sure that person is doing okay and their needs are 
being met. If the person doesn't answer, an immediate check is 
made. 

Q. Who refers those in need of services to CASA and is 
there a charge for any of the services9 

A. Referrals come from hospitals, nursing homes, and all 
social service agencies. Also, referrals can come from friends, 
neighbors, church or family members who are aware of an 
elderly or homebound person's needs. There is never a charge 
for CASA services and the only criteria is "need" and the 
inability to find the needed service from another agency or 
family member. 

Jonnie Baker Justice, Executive Director for CASA of 
DeKalb County, says volunteers are needed in all areas and 
says even if you have only a couple of hours to spare each 
month. CASA can use you. CASA volunteers are caring indi
viduals of all ages who want to help make a difference in the 
lives of the elderly and homebound. Ms. Justice says she 
would like to work with more church groups and encourages 
teams from churches, corporations, or youth groups to become 
CASA volunteers. 

In addition to the services already mentioned. CASA main
tains a food pantry, a clothes closet, and a "loan" closet 
(heaters, fans, blankets, wheelchairs, etc.). Their CASA 
Garden, a joint effort of CASA. the DeKalb County Sheriffs 
Department and Master Gardeners of DeKalb County, will 
again provide fresh produce for many area families this sum
mer. 

The CASA program is funded by UGF of DeKalb County, 
the State of Alabama, fundraisers, and individual donations. 
CASA of DeKalb County is one of five such agencies in the 
State. 

For more information on CASA services or to become a vol
unteer, call them at 845-2049 or stop by their office located at 
310 NW 14th Street in Fort Pavne. 

with information on the variety of services available and on 
how to obtain more information or to apply for services. 

BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA 

Q. When was the first Scouting 
Program started in DeKalb County? 

A.The Scouting Program was first 
started in DeKalb County in the mid-
1920 's. It is now the largest youth 
organization in the county with over 
1500 youth and approximately 250 
adult leaders/volunteers here in the 
county. 

Q. What is the "Mission Statement" for the Boy Scouts of 
America? 

A. It is the mission of the Boy Scouts of America to serve 
others by helping to instill values in young people and. in other 
ways, to prepare them to make ethical choices over their life
time in achieving their full potential. 

Q. Has the traditional scouting program or its mission 
changed over the years since it's organization here in the 
United States almost 89 years ago? 

A. The organization's basic value-based programs continue 
to emphasize the development of good character, leadership 
skills, and good citizenship. All programs stress the mental 
and physical fitness traits needed to help prepare today's 
young people to make the right ethical and moral decisions in 
today's society. 

Q. What are some of the programs available for older youth? 
A. In addition to the Cub & Boy Scout Programs open to all 

boys 6-18 years of age, we have the Exploring and Venturing 
Programs which are open to both boys and girls 14 to 20years 
of age. 

Q. How do these programs differ since they are open to the 
same age group? 

A The Exploring Program's focus is basically on helping 
youth "explore" various career interests. Currentiy there are 12 
Explorer Posts in the County. Post 200 was organized at 
DeKalb BMC for those interested in the medical field. The 
Venturing Program is an exciting new program. A "Venturing 
Crew" made up of youth and their adult leaders develop a pro
gram of meaningful and fun activities. Some of the activities 
might include "high adventure" trips, weekend camping trips, 
backpacking, arts and hobbies, horseback riding, service pro
jects and more. While outdoor activities are major aspects of 
Venturing, there are many opportunities for youth to learn new-
skills. 

Q. Can Scouting really make a difference in a young per
son's life and their success as an adult? 

A. Research shows that young people who stay in scouting 
five or more years are more likely to develop strong values 
that wdl stay with them the rest of their lives. Also, studies 
have shown that former Scouts tend to achieve higher educa
tion and incomes than non-scouts. 

Jackie Pettit, Sequoyah District Executive, says the DeKalb 
County Scouting Program provides great opportunities for our 
youth. He says Camp Comer, located on Lookout Mountain 
near Mentone. is a real asset to the area. The Camp, estab
lished in 1963 on over 1000 acres, held the first summer camp 
in 1966 and currentiy hosts over 5000 youth annually. The 
1999 Camping Session will be held at Camp Comer in June 
and July. 

Other spring and summer activities include: The "Friends of 
Scouting" Campaign which runs from January through May: 
the District Cub Scout Pinewood Derby Race, which will be 
held on April 10 at the Old Recreation Center on Hwy 35 in 
Fort Payne; a Spring Camp-O-Ree, which will be held at Littie 
River Mouth Park April 30-May 2: and Cub Day Camp, which 
will be held at Camp Jackson in Scottsboro June 14-17 

To find out more about these upcoming events or to obtain 
more information on the various Scouting Programs av ailable 
in DeKalb County, contact the District office at 256-237-1777 
or Jackie Pettit at 256-997-0338. 

(See vv rite up on Girl Scouts on Page 6 ) 
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Applications for St. Joseph's 
On-the-Mountain 

Jimmy McCary Scholarship 
Fund now available 

St. Joseph's On-the-Mountain Episcopal Church now 
lias applications for the Jimmy McCary Scholarship 
Fund. Tliis fund has provided many scholarships to 
students from the local area for quite a few years, and 
we will be taking applications from qualified candi
dates BEFORE MAY 1. 1999 The guidelines for 
tiiese scholarships are: 

• 1. We must receive a fully completed scholarship 
application and family financial statement by the 
establislied deadline each year. Forms received after 
die deadline will generally not be considered since we 
have limited funds and a large number of applicants. 

• 2 . This scholarship is ordinarily only available to 
Mentone and Valley Head residents. 

• 3 . We give priority to financial need and academic 
record. 

•4 . The scholarship is only available to recent high 
school graduates unless special circumstances apply 
and an exemption is given. 

• 5 . Before die scholarship is awarded, proof of 
admission and enrollment must be provided on an offi
cial form from the school. 

•6 . The schooling involved must lead to a degree or. 
in some cases, professional certification 

• 7 . Once enrolled, the student must maintain die 
equivalent of a 2.8 GPA on a scale of 4.0 in order to 
qualify for the succeeding year, and the Scholarship 
Committee should have those academic records with 
die new application. 

•8 . The scholarships are available for a maximum of 
four years. 

•9 . The student must maintain a course load of 8 
credits per semester or equivalent in order to qualify. 
We recognize that this may vaiy according to die pro
gram you are in. but we want to assure diat die student 
is on a track to complete die program in a reasonable 
period of time. 

• 10. We do not discriminate on die basis of religion, 
race, or gender, so all applications will be given equal 
consideration. 

If you are interested in applying for a St. Joseph's 
Jimmy McCary Scholarship, please send a request for 
an application and financial information form to: 

The Scholarship Committee 
St. Joseph's On-the-Mountain Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 161 
Mentone, AL 35984-0161 
Please include a typewritten or printed name and 

address and phone number in order for us to send you 
diese forms. 

(See schedule of events on Page 18.) 

The Town of Mentone is no 
longer providing a courtesy 

dumpster, sign up with Arrow 
Disposal Service immediately 

By Marie S. Dillenbeck 
The Town of Mentone has instructed Waste Management 

to remove the courtesy dumpster at the Little River 
Hardware. Tliis dumpster lias been provided as a courtesy to 
allow residents to dump their garbage until dicy signed up 
with die waste care provider. Tliis dumpster is to be removed 
during the week of March 8th. There will be no dumpster 
available for the public. 

You must contact Arrow Disposal Service al their office in 
English Village Center at 1000-B Gault Ave. S.. Fort Payne. 
A L 35967. Tliis office is just around die comer from die 
Alabama Museum and Fan Club and across die street from 
the old football field. The local number is 845-1580. The 
toll free number is 1-877-845-1580. Call these numbers if 
you are signing up as a new customer or go to their office. 

Residential garbage pickup sen ice will be hilled by the 
quarter, at the rate of S40.41 (S13.47 per month for a 
three-month period). 

All old customers should have been changed over to the 
Arrow Disposal Services system. If you live in die city lim
its of Mentone. DeKalb Count)', (or outside die city limits), 
and need garbage service. Arrow Disposal Service is now die 
residential franchise contractor, having been awarded die 
contract by die DeKalb County Commission effective 
February 1", and by the North DeKalb Solid Waste Disposal 
Authority (consisting of the towns of Mentone. Valley Head 
and Ider). Waste Management will no longer be handling 
residential service in DeKalb Count)' or the lowns of 
Mentone. Valley Head, and Ider. 

Current customers of Waste Management. Inc.. should 
have been changed over to Arrow Disposal Services. During 
the month of Fcbniary. most of die old containers were 
replaced by a new container for diose who have paid their 
bill. Tlus process will continue until all City Environmental/ 
Waste Management containers are replaced. 

The Town of Mentone is no longer providing courtesy 
dumpsters. All residents have liad lime to change over or 
sign up widi die new service company. If you currentiy do 
not have a waste disposal service, YOU MUST CONTACT 
ARROW DISPOSAL SERVICES IMMEDIATELY 

If you have previously sent a deposit to Waste 
Management, and received no service, vou should be receiv
ing your original check or money order in die mail. If not. 
diey are again mailing out refunds on March 25. If you have 
not received your refund within a week after that day, call 
their office in Huntsville at 1-800-333-7705. 

Remember, that state and federal law prohibit die bunting 
or on-site disposal of household garbage. 

Selina Darlene Couch named 
Valley Head Good Citizen Candidate 

Congratulations to Selina Darlene Couch 
of Valley Head School, who was selected as 
the Good Citizen candidate from the school 
to participate in the annual Phillip Haniman 
Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution Good Citizen Award.. She is the 
daughter of Doyle and Patsy Couch. Her 

Selina Couch activities and achievements include: Senior 
Beta Club: Bible Club: Freshman Math Award; Presidential 
Improvement Award (10-11); Biochemistry Award. 

She has helped provide Christmas fruit baskets for the elder
ly and participated in odier activities to aid die elderly. 

Selina spends much of her out-of-school time as waitress at 
Western Sizzlin Restaurant. She enjoys reading, riding hors
es, watching movies, and spending time with her family. 

Her future plans include attending Northeast Stale Junior 
College to major in computer science, also, to marry, become 
successfully employed, and be an independent and productive 
community member 

God's Minute 
By Ruby Brock 

Therefore take no thought, saying, Wh 
shall wc eat? or What shall we drink? 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, ai 
his righteousness; and all these things sh: 
he added unto you. 

Matt 6: 31,. 
Why worry aboul tomorrow? God is still 
control. Mail}' arc worried about the year 20C 
What will wc have to live on? Will there I 
food or water, or what will be taken from ther 
But Jesus said. 'Your heavenly fadicr knowc 
dial ye have need of all these tilings and if y< 
seek first die kingdom of God," He will la] 
care of the rest. So believe Him and tmst Hii 

April 4th 

"Thank You it 
The family of Thomas Gardner expresses thei 

appreciation to everyone who brought food, sen 
flowers, cards, and in any way extended suppoi 
and sympathy during Tom's sickness and death. 

We love you all 
Dorothy. Tim. Dean & Holly 

The DeKalb Count) 

BOOKMOBILE 

be at Mentone 

on Wednesdays 
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m, 

•March 3,17, and 31 
•April 14 and 28 
•May 12 and 26 

•June 9 * 
•July 7 and 21 
* Bookmobile's Vacation 


