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A 90-Year History of Service and Grace 
B y L a u r i e De l l 

E lo i se Brown w a s born on a cold Februa ry 
morning in 1913. Within just three y e a r s , s h e 
lost her mother in a typhoid fever ep idemic 
and, after the tragically young death of her 
father, went to live with her maternal grandpar­
ents. S h e w a s ra ised in Wi ldwood, Georg ia , in 
the home of Judge and Mrs. T h o m a s Je f fe rson 
Fuller. Very bright and act ive in school act ivi­
t ies, s h e graduated from high school a s va le ­
dictorian in J u n e of 1930. B y this time, s h e had 
met the dashing Robert Donald Brown through 
an aunt in Sulphur Spr ings . Anx ious to begin 
their life and to travel with a play in wh ich they 
we re performing, they marr ied in October of 
that s a m e year. 

After a brief time in Sulphur Spr ings, they 
moved to Val ley Head to work with and live 
witb Donald 's brother, Dix ie and his wife, A lba . 
After moving to their own home in Val ley H e a d , 
their two- chi ldren w e r e born, E l d o n n a in 
October of 1932, and Robert Bar ry in July. 
1934, During this t ime, Donald w a s str icken 
with rheumat ic fever, wh ich would c a u s e him 
difficulties the remainder of his life. 

Whi le the chi ldren we re still toddlers, they 
moved to Kaol in , A L , to a house that w a s one 
of the oldest in the state. Imagine raising two 
chi ldren in a home with no electricity and no 
indoor plumbing! W h e n E ldonna w a s ready to 
begin school , the family moved back to Val ley 
Head and lived there until 1950. 

E lo i se and Donald were very act ive in the 
church, Val ley Head Methodist. E lo i se w a s 
S u n d a y S c h o o l t e a c h e r and s e r v e d a s 
P res iden t of the Methodist W o m e n , and 
Sec re ta ry of the Official Board . S h e w a s 
renowned for her Eas te rn S ta r participation, 
often serv ing a s Worthy Matron. 

A s the chi ldren entered high schoo l , E l o i se 
and Donald began to plan their d ream home, 
which Donald would build on land they had 
pu rchased on Hwy 1 1 . Meticulously following 
E l o i s e ' s des ign, their new home w a s complet­
ed in 1 9 5 0 , a n d the fami ly moved in . 

Unfortunately, Donald only lived 
in the house three yea rs , suffer­
ing a s e r i o u s s t roke on 
Chr i s tmas E v e of 1952, and he 
died in May of 1953 . 
E lo i se remarr ied in 1955 , to Dr. 
Hubert C rocke r of Chat tanooga, 
and this marr iage ended after a 
little over 20 y e a r s . 

E l o i s e is an a c c o m p l i s h e d 
artist in seve ra l f ields. S h e is a 
talented oil painter doing both 
still l i fes a n d portrai ts. S h e 
wrote many songs , and w a s a 
m e m b e r of the Internat ional 
Songwr i ters C lub . But s h e is 
best known for her gift with the 
wri t ten word , spec i f i ca l l y in 
poetry. Very few even ts happen 
in Val ley Head or the surround­
ing a r e a for wh ich s h e is not 
contacted to contribute a poetic 
p iece. S h e is publ ished in s e v ­
eral anthologies, and is a m e m ­
ber of the International Who ' s 
Who in Poetry. S h e w a s a char­
ter m e m b e r of the A l a b a m a 
State Poetry Soc ie ty and a member of the 
DeKa lb Poe ts . 

But all of her t ime is not dedicated to the arts. 
In addition to her activit ies with the church , s h e 
is act ive in many civ ic and philanthropic organ­
izat ions. S h e se rved for many y e a r s a s an 
election official and w a s inducted into the 
A l a b a m a Voter 's Hall of F a m e . S h e w a s a 
Capta in in the U G F campa igns for over 10 
y e a r s , and w a s a founding member of the local 
chapter of A A R P . S h e cont inues to this day to 
bel ieve that e a c h member of society must do 
their part to contribute to the c iv ic and benevo­
lent wel l -being of their community. 

E l o i se is the matr iarch of a large and growing 
family. S h e lost her daughter to cance r in 1997, 
but Ba r ry is doing wel l and is act ive in the 
Pau low ina G r o w e r s and many other b u s i n e s s 

E l o i s e B r o w n at h e r S u r p r i s e 9 0 t h B i r t h d a y 
C e l e b r a t i o n h e l d a t W e s t e r n S i z z l i n . H e r c a k e i s 

d e c o r a t e d in y e l l o w s a n d p i n k • h e r f a v o r i t e c o l o r , 
w i t h t h e w o r d s , H a p p y B i r t h d a y , G r a n d y . 
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Published monthly by the Mentone 
Area Preservation Association, MAPA was first con­
ceived on Groundhog Day, 1Q82, and organized April 6, 
1982, for the purpose of preserving and protecting the 
heritage, natural environment, and other unique quali­
ties of life in the Mentone area, and is chartered as a 
non-profit organization by the State of Alabama. 

T H E GROUNDHOG S T A F F 
Editor. Evelyn Graves 
Associate Editor/typesetter. Marie Dillenbeck 
Contributing Editors. . . . . John Baty, Ruby 
B rack , L inda Brown, E lo ise Brown, Marilyn 
Campbel l , B e r n i s e Crow, Marie Di l lenbeck, 
Evelyn Graves , Sue Schwarz, L .C. Moon 

MAPA O F F I C E R S , 
President . -Jack J o n e s 
Vice President „ Dot Crow 
Secretary Marie S . Dillenbeck 
Treasurer. Bernise Crow 
Parliamentarian Mickey Gough 
Member-At-Large Hope Walker 
Member-At-Large Lucil le Crowe 

In case of errors in advertisements, The 
Groundhog assumes liability only for the actual 
space that is incorrect in the advertisement, ca l l 
Eve lvn Graves at 634-4390 for advertising. 

Letters to the editor are welcome. They should be 
typewritten and of reasonable length. 

The D E A D L I N E for all material for The 
Groundhog is the 15TH DAY OF THE MONTH 
P R E C E D I N G PUBLICATION. 

U s e this f o rm to subscr ibe to 

The Groundhog 
www.TheGroundhog.com 
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Name: 
Address: 

City State Zip 
Have The Groundhog delivered to 
your mailbox! Give The Groundhog 
for a birthday present or as a spe­
cial gift for someone you love. If 
gift, give name and complete 
address of recipient. Renew your 
own subscription. Still just $10/year. 
Send your check payable to: 

M E N T O N E A R E A P R E S E R V A T I O N 
A S S O C I A T I O N ( M A P A ) 

P .O . B O X 5 0 , M E N T O N E , A L 3 5 9 8 4 

www.MentoneAlabama.org 

Your membership/subscription is tax deductible. 

MAPA M E E T I N G 
www.MentoneAlabama.org 

A A A A * * * * * * * * * * 

There will be no meetings in January and February. 
The next meeting will be the first Tuesday in March, 

March 4, 2003. 
The MAPA telephone number is 256-634-8339. 
The MAPA website is www.MentoneAlabama.org. 

- P U B L I C N O T I C E -

MENTONE PLANNING 
AND ZONING COMMISSION 

M e e t i n g d a t e s f o r 2 0 0 3 

•April 17 -July 17 
•October 16 

O t h e r s p e c i a l o r c a l l e d m e e t i n g s 

w i l l b e p o s t e d a s r e q u i r e d . 
T h e regu lar mee t i ngs a r e on the 3rd 
T h u r s d a y ; a n d al l mee t i ngs a r e he ld 
in the town publ ic meet ing room at 

5 p.m.. a n d a r e o p e n to the publ ic. 

The Groundhog 
www.TheGroundhog .com 
. Adve r t i s i ng R a t e s 

Full page $305.00 
1/2 page $205.00 
1/3 page $145.00 
1/4 page $110.00 
1/6 page 3.25x5.8 $ 60.00 
1/9 page $ 40.00 
Business Card Size $ 25.00 
Classified Ads (minimum of 3 lines) $ 3.00 
Set up charges 

Photos initial shot $ 5.00 
No charge if the ad is camera ready. 

Changes: $2.50 up --
depending on the extent of the change 

We will negotiate prices 
for a long-term contract on ads. 

N O T I C E 
w w w . M e n t o n e A l a b a m a . o r g , 

MAPA's web site, has a "Directory" to 
help visitors to our community find 
the places, things, and services they 
might want-much like the Yellow 
Pages in the phone book. If you have 
any information for the Directory, 
please submit it via e-mail to 
Listings@MentoneAlabama.org. 

If you already have a listing there, 
please make sure it is correct and up-
to-date. Thanks for your help! 

L e t t e r t o t h e E d i t o r 

Dear Editor: 
My husband, son and I enjoy visiting Mentone. 

Actually, so does my brother and family as well as my 
sister and family. The Saturday before Thanksgiving 
each year we meet at the lodge and spend the night. 

My Dad served DeKalb County as Probate Judge in 
the mid-50'5 - Jim A. Johnson. My aunt. Virgia 
Perkins, lived for many years in Mentone. My name 
is Patsy Johnson Stockton. Mother was Ola Shirey -
Geraldine/Dad Jim Johnson -Tenbroeck. My brother 
Jimmy and wife - Jay Dell Lindsey, graduated from 
Fort Payne High School in 1957. 

M husband, son and I certainly enjoyed the Fall 
Fest. We hope to come to the Spring Fest in May. 

As I mentioned earlier, we hope to get back to 
Mentone for the Spring Fest, arid possibly sooner. 

My Dad enjoyed telling stories about Milford 
Howard and the Chapel. 

I commend MAPA for efforts and success in 
preserving Mentone's history. 

Sincerely, 
Patsy J . Stockton 
Murfreesboro, TN 

W A T E R N O T E S 

W a t e r c u s t o m e r s on C o R d 6 3 9 , 6 4 1 , 6 4 4 
a n d R d 9 0 0 0 now h a v e wa te r on their l i nes 
a n d m e t e r s se t . Y o u mus t ca l l 6 3 4 - 9 1 0 6 for u s 
to turn the w a t e r on after your s ta te l i censed 
p lumber m a k e s the connect ion at the me te r for 
your h o u s e s e r v i c e . No billing will be done in 
the month of Ma rch . Y o u will get a bill for a 
who le month in Apri l w h e t h e r connec ted or not. 

T h e recen t dog o rd inance is in effect. If you 
n e e d a copy, p l e a s e c o m e to the Town Hal l 
and a copy will be m a d e ava i l ab le to you . 

A t the next T o w n Counc i l meet ing on M a r c h 
10, the re will be a f inal read ing of the N u i s a n c e 
O r d i n a n c e that h a s b e e n posted about town. 


