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By Laurie Dell

Eloise Brown was born on a cold February
morning in 1913. Within just three years, she
lost her mother in a typhoid fever epidemic
and, after the tragically young death of her
father. went to live with her maternal grandpar-
ents. She was raised in Wildwood, Georgia, in
the home of Judge and Mrs. Thomas Jefferson
Fuller. Very bright and active in school activi-
ties, she graduated from high school as vale-
dictorian in June of 1930. By this time, she had
met the dashing Robert Donald Brown through
an aunt in Sulphur Springs. Anxious to begin
their life and to travel with a play in which they
were performing, they married in October of

that same year.
~ After a brief time in Sulphur Sprmgs they
moved to Valley HMead to work with and live
with Donald’s brother, Dixie and his wife, Alba.
After moving to their own home in Valley Head,
their two- children were born, Eldonna in
October of 1932, and Robert Barry in July.
1934. During this time, Donald was stricken
with rheumatic fever, which would cause him

difficulties the remainder of hie lifa.

~ While the children were still toddlers. they
moved-to Kaolin, AL, ts a house that was one
of the oldest in the state. Imagine raising two
ehildren in a home with no electricity and no
indsor plumbking! When Eldonna was ready to
begin school, the family moved back to Valley
Head and lived there until 1950.

Eloise and Donald were very active in the
church, Valley Head Methodist. Eloise was
Sunday School teacher and served as
President of the Methodist Women, and
Secretary of the Official Board. She was
renowned for her Eastern Star participation,
often serving as Worthy Matron,

As the children entered high school, Eloise
and Donald began to plan their dream home,
which Donald would build on land they had
purchased on Hwy 11. Meticulously following

Eloise's design, their new home was complet-
ed in 1950, and the family moved in.

Unfortunately, Donald only lived
in the house three vears, suffer-
ing a serious stroke on
Christmas Eve of 1952, and he
died in May of 1953.

Eloise remarried in 1955, to Dr.
Hubert Crocker of Chattanooga,
and this marriage ended after a
little over 20 years.

Eloise is an accomplished
artist in several fields. Sheis a
talented oil painter doing both
still lifes and - portraits. She
wrote many songs, and was a
member of the International
Songwriters Club.  But she is
best known for her gift with the
written word, specifically in
poetry. Very few events happen
in Valley Head or the surround-
ing area for which she ig not
contacted to contribute a poeti¢
piece. She is published in sev-
eral anthologies, and is a mem-
ber of the International Who's
Who in Poetry. She was a char-
ter member of the Alabama
State Poetry Society and a member of the
DeKalb Poets.

But all of her time ig not dedicatad to the arts.
In addition to her activities with the church, she
is active in many civic and philanthropic organ-
izations. She served for many years as an
election official and was inducted into the
Alabama Voter's Hall of Fame. She was a
Captain in the UGF campaigns for over 10
years, and was a founding member of the local
chapter of AARP. She continues to this day to
believe that each member of society must do
their part to contribute to the civic and benevo-
lent well-being of their community.

Eloise is the matriarch of a large and growing
family. She lost her daughter to cancer in 1997,
but Barry is doing well and is active in the
Paulowina Growers and many other business

Eloise Brown at her Surprise 90th Birthday
Celebration held at Western Sizzlin. Her cake is
decorated in yellows and pink = her favorite color,
with the words, Happy Birthday, Grandy.
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