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The 1995 October Colorfest in Mentone, 

Alabama, is set for the weekend of October 20, 

21,and 22. The Colorfest is sponsored by the 

Mentone Area Preservation Association (MAPA), a 

non-profit organization. The plans have been under 

way for some time now. Charlyne O'Rear, Festival 

Chairman, said applications have been sent to ven­

dors and to individuals who are participating in the 

annual Groundhog Run; and publicity notices sent 

to hundreds of papers, radio stations, magazines, 

and other news agencies. 

On Friday night, October 20, at 7 p.m., there will 

be a bonfire with 

ghost stories, and 

lots of extras. Jerry 

Waters, ofAncro, is 

in charge of setting 

up the bales of hay 

and bonfire on the 

square in downtown 

Mentone at the blink­

ing light. Te r ry 

Hutcheson will pro­

vide the music. 

Steve Maze, a native 

Alabamian, wi l l be 

telling ghost stories. 

On September 6, 1995, by proclamation of Fob 

James Jr., Governor of Alabama, Mr. Maze was 

proclaimed to be "Storyteller of Alabama" for his 

contributions to the enrichment of our heritage. Mr. 

Maze, with his down-to-earth style of speaking, has 

become a popular featured speaker throughout the 

South and is well-known for captivating his audi­

ences with stories of historic interest and charm. He 

has written a book entitled, The Mountain People: 

The Real People Who Settled Alabama, which is a 

Steve Maze 

collection of fascinating and entertaining stories 

that provide important historical information and 

interesting insights into the trials and tribulations of 

the settlement of the south. Be sure to mark your 

calendar to hear Alabama's Storyteller and meet 

him in person Friday night, October 20, on the 

square in Mentone. 

Throughout the weekend, there will be crafts, 

food and drinks, and entertainment on the Brow at 

Mentone's Brow Park. Riverboat John wil l be the 

featured entertainer, and with him will be the Old 

Timers back to charm the audiences. Riverboat 

John, who is from Blount County, Alabama, plays 

all over the United States. He does 1800s style 

songs, riverboat-era type songs, songs from the 20s, 

30s, 40s, and 50s, and minstrel. Just a few of the 

places where Riverboat John has played are the 

Riverbend Festival in Chattanooga, the Dogwood 

Festival in Knoxville, Opryland, Disneyland, and 

Las Vegas. On weekends he does cultural shows. 

During the week before the Colorfest, Riverboat 

John wil l be in Cincinnati for the Steamboat 

Convention; and the weekend before the Colorfest 

he will be at the Kettners Mill Festival in Tenn. 

Others who will be entertaining at various times 

during the Colorfest weekend are New Generation 

Dancers from Mentone - 1 p.m. Sunday; K & K 

Kickers - line dancers, from Scottsboro, Cathy 

McCrary, director - 2 p.m. on Sunday; Hoot 'N 

Holler Cloggers, from Huntsville, Ann Sentell, 

director; Gospel singer J immy Whitt , from 

Scottsboro - 3:30 to 5:00 on Sunday. 

Homer Crow is again in charge of the boat rides 

at DeSoto Falls. The beautiful autumn colors can be 

seen in their splendor from the boat as it goes up the 

river about a mile and a half and returns to the falls. 

The rides are $2.50 each and tickets can be bought 

at the falls. 

Mickey and Sherman Gough have been working 

for several weeks collecting donations for the quilt 

raffle. Lola Mae Blalock, expert quilter, made the 

queen-size quilt, which is the maple leaf design with 

a maroon boarder. (See the picture on page 2.) 

Donations are only $1.00 each for this beautiful 

hand-made quilt that will be given away at 4 p.m. 

Sunday, October 22. You don't want to miss a 

chance on this quilt. 

The Groundhog R u n is under the able direction 

of Donna Bouldin. It is a 5K run up Scenic Road, 

and is to be held Saturday, October 21, at 9:00 a.m. 

John and Donna Bares will be the timers of the 

event. A ceremony will be held at 10:30 a.m. for 

the race winners. (See an application blank on page 

23. I f you would like to participate in the run, cut 

out the application, and send it back along with your 

fee.) 

Y 'a l l come and join the festivities. 

Schedu le of Meetings, Even ts , and Other Dates 

•Tuesday, October IS, Valley Head 
Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry 

•October Colorfest 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, October 20,21,22 

Plan to attend the Friday night campfire. 
(See information throughout this issue.) 

•Saturday, November 4,5:30 p.m 

• Monday, November 6,6 p.m. 
Mentone City Council Meeting 

Mentone Town Hall 

•Tuesday, November 7,7 p.m. 
MAPA Meeting, Mentone Town Hall 

•Tuesday, October IS, Valley Head 
Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry 

•October Colorfest 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, October 20,21,22 

Plan to attend the Friday night campfire. 
(See information throughout this issue.) 

•Saturday, November 4,5:30 p.m 

• October 12, Columbus Day, 
(Observed on October 9) 

• Sunday, October 29 
DayMgU Savmgs Imw Ends 

• Tuesday, October 31, 
Halloween 

• Monday, November 6,6 p.m. 
Mentone City Council Meeting 

Mentone Town Hall 

•Tuesday, November 7,7 p.m. 
MAPA Meeting, Mentone Town Hall 

•Tuesday, October IS, Valley Head 
Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry 

•October Colorfest 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, October 20,21,22 

Plan to attend the Friday night campfire. 
(See information throughout this issue.) 

•Saturday, November 4,5:30 p.m 

• October 12, Columbus Day, 
(Observed on October 9) 

• Sunday, October 29 
DayMgU Savmgs Imw Ends 

• Tuesday, October 31, 
Halloween 

[Look on Page 7 for a new series:] 
Authentic Civil War Stories 
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