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Dr. Bill Berry . . . A Man of Learning, Travel, and Service

by Kelly Leavitt

B

ill Berry’s roots in Mentone run deep, as do his varied
personal interests. Born to Jim and Marjorie (Jones) Berry,
he attended Moon Lake Elementary School, where his
mother had also been a young student. Her 1st grade teacher
was Jessie O’Rear Whitehead, the granddaughter of John Mason,
who founded the town of Mentone in the late 1880s. Marjorie’s
ancestors had attended Bankhead School, the pioneer school which
predated Moon Lake in the Mentone community. Bill graduated
with honors from Valley Head High School and then studied at
Northeast Alabama Community College (NACC) for two years
before transferring to Birmingham’s Samford University, where he
earned a double Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and
Early Childhood Education, with a minor in French. He eventually
returned to Moon Lake School as an educator and principal, where
he made a profound impact on the students and the school’s campus.
“All of my youth I was going to be a dentist and live in Seattle,”
Bill recalled. “I had my life planned. When I was a student at Valley
Head, though, advanced science classes were not offered at the time,
and by the time I got to NACC and took chemistry and physics
classes, I was lost. I found I had no interest in advanced science, no
skill in it, no background in it. I struggled through chemistry for
Bill Berry, Kyrgyzstan 2018: "Hunting with large birds of prey is a centuries-old tradition on the
a whole year. Physics is the only class I ever dropped. Since a study
Central Asian steppe. A falconer who hunts specifically with golden eagles—such as the one
of advanced sciences is required to become a dentist, suddenly my
perched on my hand – is known as a “bürkütchü” in the Kyrgyz language.
whole life’s plan was gone.”
After brief stints majoring in Journalism and English, he decided
to be an elementary school teacher. “I just love kids,” he said. “I
didn’t dream I would end up back at Moon Lake, though. By
then, I had developed a taste for travel and my new plan was to
teach elementary school overseas with 2-year contracts in various
countries.”
n April 1, the Alabama
After completing his studies at Samford, Bill attended an
Department of Transportation
international school fair and received job offers from schools in
(ALDOT) closed the portion of
Bolivia and Liberia. “My father advised me, though—wisely—not
Alabama Highway 117 from Cool Street
to begin my career in a different country,” he said. “In school, you
to Tutwiler Gap due to the collapse of
get taught a lot of philosophy and theory but not a lot of practicality.
a section of the roadway. Tutwiler Gap
My father felt I needed to get some experience learning the realities
is serving as a detour up and down the
of my career before going someplace where I wouldn’t have access
mountain. Eighteen-wheel trucks are
to support and materials. That would have been a real challenge, as
directed to take an alternate route.
this was before the internet. Inside, I kicked and screamed. But I’ve
According to ALDOT, repairs will
always honored and respected my parents, and so I agreed with him
begin on Monday, May 3.The first phase of
and eventually got the job at Moon Lake. It really worked out for
the project will require continued closure
the best, in hindsight.”
of the highway between Valley Head and
One of the reasons it worked so well for him is that early in his
Mentone for about 30 days from start of
career, Bill realized he could spend his summer breaks travelling
work, barring unforeseen conditions. After
to more countries than he would have if he’d been teaching in an
the road reopens to traffic, a second phase
overseas country.
of work estimated to take another 45 days
Bill’s love for international travel was sparked in the summer
will require single-lane closures at times.
after his freshman year at NACC. He travelled to the Dominican
Republic and Haiti with his older cousin, Robert, who had lived on
(continued on page 3)

Highway 117
Repairs Begin

O

(continued on page 4)
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LDOT detailed the plan to
repair AL 117 in an April 22
press release. Emergency repairs
should begin Monday, May 3. The initial
repairs should take up to 30 days barring
unforeseen conditions. The road will
remain closed during this time. Repair
will include excavation along a 300-footlong section and the construction of a
rock buttress—a more stable rock fill
replacing the loose material—followed
by reconstruction of that section of road.
After the road reopens the second phase
of work is estimated to take another 45
days and will require single lane closings at times.
Mentone Police and the Alabama State
Troopers have put in many hours turning the
eighteen-wheelers around before they come up
or down the mountain using Tutwiler Gap and
County Road 89. We are urging citizens to
remain vigilant and patient until the repairs on
the side of the mountain are complete.
Thankfully, Covid 19 vaccines are now
available to people 16 and over in Alabama.

Though the pandemic is not over, once you are
vaccinated, except in extremely rare cases, the
pandemic is basically over for you personally.
From my own experience it is a great feeling. I
continue to urge everyone to get vaccinated.
A couple I know very well contacted Covid
after Easter. They are both recovering after
a hospitalization for one of them. The virus
causing this is and equal opportunity virus—it
seeking a host regardless of whom we are or our
station in life.
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various authors in this publication do not necessarily
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of the Mentone Area Preservation Association.
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Do you have a story idea?
We welcome contributions!

Email groundhognews@yahoo.com

Learn about the
History of Mentone
Zora Strayhorn’s book,
Mentone, Alabama: A
History, is for sale at
Mentone Market.
$15; proceeds benefit
MAPA.
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Letter from the Editor

ith the return of green to our land,
I’m reminded by just how long the
past year has been. I'm pleased that
this issue includes news about some upcoming
activities in the area.
MAPA recently held its spring golf
tournament (see pages 14–15), Valley Head held
its annual Memories of Mayberry festival that
benefits the Valley Head Fire Department, and
DeSoto State Park held its annual Wildflower
Saturday. Brother/sister camps Laney and Skyline
recently held their annual father/son and mother/
daughter weekend. I drove by Camp Skyline
when the women and girls were out riding horses,
and everything felt so…wonderfully normal.

One thing that has not been “normal” has
been the impact of Highway 117 being closed
to trucks (those that heed the caution signs, at
least.) Town is noticably quieter, which is lovely.
Unfortunately for the business owners along
the highway, though, foot traffic has noticably
diminished. With hope, that will pick up soon,
as highway repairs begin.
As I review this issue, I am once again
reminded of how vibrant, interesting, and
involved our local communities are. We are so
very fortunate to live with a sense of peace and
beauty around us.
I wish you all a beautiful May. —Kelly

I am going to try to pay attention to the spring. I am going
to look around at all the flowers, and look up at the hectic
trees. I am going to close my eyes and listen.
—ANNE LAMOTT
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MAPA Festival
Volunteer Opportunities

MAPA News
by Mark Hoffman

A

big thanks goes out to all that made the MAPA Charity
Golf Tournament a success—the folks at Lil Mole Run,
our sponsors, player participants, DeKalb County Rescue
Squad, and volunteers. As they say, “A good time was had by
all.” To me, the best thing about it is that MAPA is now back
in a financial position to begin assessing and considering grant
requests from other local charitable organizations. Our primary
revenue source, other than donations, has traditionally been
the spring and fall festivals, which unfortunately have been on
hold due to COVID. But…we are already working hard on
finding new event coordinators and working toward putting
on Colorfest this fall. Keep your fingers crossed! We will
update you on that in June. Please be safe, stay well, and enjoy a
glorious spring.
Mark Hoffman is the president of the Mentone Area Preservation
Association.

M

APA is hopeful that we’ll be able to
host Colorfest 2021 on the weekend
of October 16 and 17. (We will
make that decision by late June.) In November
2020, Festival Organizer Sharon Habin
stepped down from that position and became
our Event Organizer. She will continue to
coordinate our charity golf tournaments, the
Miss Rhododendron Pageant, and a possible
charity run.
We are now looking for volunteers to
fill two important positions: the Festival
Organizer and Festival Vendor Coordinator.
Although a financial stipend is provided,
these are essentially volunteer positions
with many duties, some of which include:
working with Mailchimp, Google Docs and
Sheets; communicating with many people
by email, phone, and Facebook; and working

with volunteers and vendors. Preparation for
Colorfest would start in June, so as soon as
these positions are filled, training can begin.
Sharon will help with this process, sharing
her experience over the last several years. She
and MAPA Treasurer Beverly Haynes have
updated a comprehensive manual that covers
all aspect of the festivals; this will be a very
useful document for the new Organizer and
Coordinator. Organizing festivals is a lot of
work. It’s also a highly rewarding experience
to see the beauty of how all the people and
groups interweave together to create the
tapestry of the festivals!
If you’d like to know more about the
Festival Organizer and Festival Vendor
Coordinator positions, please email
sharonhmapa@gmail.com as soon as possible.

Join MAPA Today

Help us preserve Mentone’s history and impact its future.

O

The Mentone Area Preservation Association (MAPA) is dedicated to preserving and protecting
the heritage, natural environment and other unique qualities of life in the Mentone area.

ne of MAPA’s key missions is supporting local organizations
and projects which seek to improve the quality of life in
Mentone. Financial grants are made possible through MAPA

memberships, donations, sponsorships, Groundhog advertising
and subscriptions, and by hosting annual spring and fall festivals
which feature handmade arts and crafts and live music.

Individuals $20/year • Couples $30/year

Your membership includes a complimentary subscription to The Groundhog.

JOIN AT mapamentone.com
Or mail your check to MAPA, P. O. Box 50, Mentone, AL 35984. Be sure to include your name(s), address, phone, and email address.
MAPA was organized in 1982. It is chartered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

Lookout Mountain Knitters
Resume Gathering Together

A few members of the Lookout Mountain Knitters enjoyed knitting together
on a sunny April afternoon at MERF’s Pathway to Community.
L to R: Gay Godbois, Sue Schwarz, Harriet Turner

Alabama Highway 117 (continued from page 1)
The repair will include excavation along a 300-foot-long section of the highway
and construction of a rock buttress—a more stable rock fill replacing the loose
material—followed by reconstruction of that section of the road.
Mentone’s downtown shops, restaurants, and lodging establishments remain
open for business.
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he explained. “We took normal college courses that
were
designed to help us learn more about the places
Hispaniola and was returning to visit some friends. As
they initially passed through customs, the pair became we were visiting. Then while we were in port, we
were free to either travel on our own or to take an
separated. “Having no experience with foreign travel
organized trip.”
and not speaking Spanish,” Bill said, “I panicked for
Bill considers this experience to be the turning
about 10 seconds, and then I just went for it. From
point of his life. He said, “I think of Bill Berrythat moment on, I loved it. I’ve always said that
before-Semester-at-Sea, and then Bill Berry-aftereverything I needed to know about independent
Semester-at-Sea.
I came back a very different person.”
foreign travel, I learned in those 10 days. Once Robert
“It’s
amazing
to
me how things came in steps,”
realized I didn’t need to be hand-held, he really let
Bill said. “I took those first steps with my cousin in
me be free. That’s what nurtured my lifelong love of
1976,
which gave me the bug for travel and inspired
travelling the world.”
me
to
see more. While at Samford, my best friend
In 1979, at age 21, Bill participated in the popular
and
I
talked
a lot, and he really opened my eyes to
“Semester at Sea” program and lived aboard a ship
the wider world through his very deep philosophical
for 100 days, circumnavigating the globe. The ship
musings. Our conversations expanded my mind.
departed from Long Beach, CA, and sailed westward,
Then,
Semester at Sea transformed me. Honestly, if
eventually passing through the Suez Canal before
I
hadn’t
been so influenced by my friend at Samford,
arriving in Baltimore. Along the way, the ship stopped
that experience would been much less meaningful.
at 12 ports of call.
It’s
amazing how the Lord gave me those three steps.”
“While at sea we would focus on our coursework,”
“Travel really is the best education. As a teacher,
I would always share
my travel slides with my
students and tell them
stories. I can’t tell you how
many of my former students
have told me, as adults, that
the reason they travel now
is because I shared so much
with them. I had learned how
much the world has to offer.”
One experience he was
particularly impacted by
occurred in India during his
semester at sea. “While in
port in Madras (now called
Chennai),” said Bill, “my
shipboard neighbor Bob
and I flew to New Delhi to
join a group of students who
were going by bus to Agra to
see the Taj Mahal. The bus
driver said to us that he knew
Indira Ghandi, who was
India’s prime minister at that
time. He asked if we would
like to meet her. We all
thought he was kidding but
we played along. He said, in
his very thick accent, ‘If you
Bill Berry, United Arab Emirates 2014: "Completed in 2010, Dubai's Burj
Khalifa is the world's tallest building at 2,717 feet. This structure is incredibly
don’t mind skipping lunch,
beautiful, no matter the time of day. On the morning I headed by bus out of
we’ll see if she’s home.’ We
Dubai just after sunrise en route to the country of Oman, the building glistened
kind of laughed to ourselves
in the morning sun with amazing intensity until I could no longer see it on the
but said, ‘Sure!’
horizon. The shape, the materials, the setting… all work together to form an
“We veered off the main
awesome structure! I would rank it among the world's most beautiful buildings."

Dr. Bill Berry (continued from page 1)

Bill Berry, Turkmenistan 2018: “Continually burning
and gradually expanding for a half century, Darvaza Gas
Crater lies in the vast Karakum Desert of Turkmenistan.
Initially an exploratory natural gas well that collapsed
into a cavern, the escaping fumes were ignited in a futile
attempt to burn it off…and it has burned ever since. In
September 2018 I camped overnight uphill from the
crater's fiery glow."

road and entered a beautiful leafy neighborhood
with high walls. He parked our big bus in front of
one of the homes and walked through the front
gate. We started wondering, Is he serious? Are we
really going to meet Indira Gandhi, without any
invitation, without any notification? Our driver
came running out about five minutes later, hopped
on the bus, and said, ‘She’s home and she wants to
meet you.’ Not knowing what to expect, we followed
him into a beautiful compound with a huge house.
Mrs. Gandhi’s photographer met us near the gate
and walked us to an outbuilding. Within a few
minutes, we saw her coming out of her house in a
beautiful green sari. She sat down and greeted us, very
graciously. She looked at me first and asked a couple
of questions, and then asked questions of the others.
We also had the opportunity to ask questions of her.
This was typical of my Semester at Sea experiences.
Every port held surprises and rewards and experiences
that I could never have experienced had I remained at
Samford.”
Bill’s passion for travel has since led him to 123
countries, mainly visited during his summer breaks
from Moon Lake, where he taught 3rd grade for 13
years before becoming principal. “I never wanted to
be principal,” he said. “But in 1994, Mr. Bell, who
was the principal at the time, said he would be retiring
the next year, and suddenly I wanted to be principal.
I wanted to do the things that I had always dreamed
of doing at the school. By this time, I had earned a
Master’s degree from the University of Alabama in
(continued on page 9)

Valley Head Drugs

Prescriptions and Gifts
Wayne and Cynthia Wootten
Owners

LookoutMountainProperties.com

256-634-4672

6090 Highway 117 S., Mentone, AL 35984
Angela J. Wood
Owner and AL/GA Broker
angelawoodlmpr@gmail.com
cell: 256-997-8138

Chelsea Carrier Manning
AL/GA Associate Broker
chelzoe@yahoo.com
cell: 706-859-1227

Call in your re
fills
for Curbside P
ickup
256-635-6812 Phone
256-635-6832 Fax
valleyheaddrugs@farmerstel.com
114 Commerce Ave., Valley Head, AL 35989

The Groundhog 5

May 2021			

The Countries I Have Visited by Dr. Bill Berry

A

merican writer John Augustus Shedd once said, “A ship in a harbor is
safe, but that is not what ships are built for.” His words have inspired and
informed my lifelong wanderlust. In my opinion, travel is the best education,
and I have been profoundly blessed to experience the richness of varied cultures,
the drama of natural wonders, and the treasure of international friendships in my
personal quest toward achieving this education through my independent foreign
expeditions. Each new border crossing is the gateway to unique adventures and
discoveries that present invigorating challenges and enriching rewards. Here I
present to you the borders I have crossed and the 123 lands I have explored (listed
in the order of my first or only visit, with years of my visits included).
United States birth
Canada 1965 / 1981 / 2007 /

1
2

2009 / 2015 / 2017

Dominican Republic 1976
Haiti 1976
Mexico 1979 / 1983 / 1990 /

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

33
34
35
36

2002 / 2004 / 2009 / 2019 / 2021
South Korea 1979
Taiwan 1979
China 1979 / 2006
Singapore 1979 / 2014
Malaysia 1979 / 2014
India 1979 / 2010
Sri Lanka 1979
Egypt 1979 / 1985
Greece 1979
Israel 1979
Spain 1979 / 1992 / 2016
Portugal 1979 / 1992
Morocco 1979
United Kingdom 1982 / 2009 /
2016
Ireland 1982 / 2009 / 2016
France 1982 / 1985 / 1992 / 2009
Switzerland 1982 / 1985 / 2009
Italy 1982 / 1992 / 2016
Vatican City 1982
Austria 1982 / 1985 / 1992
Germany 1982 / 1985 / 1992 /
2005
Denmark 1982
Sweden 1982 / 2001
Norway 1982
Netherlands 1982
Belgium 1982
Colombia 1983 / 2009 / 2010 /
2011 / 2013 / 2015 / 2017 / 2019 /
2020
Ecuador 1983
Peru 1983 / 2014
Bolivia 1983
Brazil 1983 / 2002

37
38
39
40

South Africa 1985
Eswatini 1985
Kenya 1985
Czech Republic 1985 / 1992 /
2005

41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77

Slovakia 1985 / 1992
Hungary 1985 / 1992
Croatia 1985 / 2012
Slovenia 1985
Liechtenstein 1985 / 2009
Luxembourg 1985
El Salvador 1989 / 1994 / 1996
Guatemala 1989
Belize 1989
Poland 1992 / 2001
Lithuania 1992 / 2001
Monoco 1992
Honduras 1994
Nicaragua 1994
Costa Rica 1994 / 1996 / 2009
Panama 1996 / 2009
Australia 2000
New Zealand 2000
Finland 2001
Russia 2001 / 2006
Estonia 2001
Latvia 2001
Jamaica 2002
Argentina 2002 / 2012
Paraguay 2002
Uruguay 2002 / 2012
Japan 2003
Bahamas 2004 / 2008
Bulgaria 2005
Romania 2005
Moldova 2005
Ukraine 2005
Mongolia 2006
Belarus 2006
Dominica 2008
Barbados 2008
Grenada 2008

smile
more
often*
*Fact

drink
more
water

519 Gault Ave N
Fort Payne
256-648-5550

78
79
80
81
82
83
84

Venezuela 2008
Vietnam 2008
Cambodia 2008
Laos 2008
Thailand 2008
Iceland 2009
Trinidad & Tobago
2010 / 2016

Nepal 2010
Bhutan 2010
Bangladesh 2010
Serbia 2012
Bosnia &
Herzegovina 2012
90 Montenegro 2012
91 Albania 2012
92 North Macedonia
85
86
87
88
89

Bill Berry, Uzbekistan 2018:: ”Although it looks as
though I need a haircut, in reality I’m modeling the
traditional Uzbekistan headwear…a furry wool hat
known as ’chugirma’ that has traditionally symbolized a
man’s ancestry and status.”

2012
93 Kosovo 2012
94 Turkey 2012
95 Georgia 2012
96 Armenia 2012
97 Chile 2012
98 Philippines 2014
99 Indonesia 2014
100 Brunei 2014
101 Myanmar 2014
102 United Arab Emirates 2014
103 Oman 2014
104 Bahrain 2014
105 Qatar 2014
106 Kuwait 2014
107 Cyprus 2016
108 Malta 2016
109 San Marino 2016

110 Andorra 2016
111 Guyana 2016
112 Suriname 2016—completed the
South American continent
113 St. Vincent & The Grenadines
2016
114 St. Lucia 2016
115 Antigua & Barbuda 2016
116 St. Kitts & Nevis 2016
117 Cuba 2018—completed the North
American continent
118 Kazakhstan 2018
119 Kyrgyzstan 2018
120 Tajikistan 2018
121 Uzbekistan 2018
122 Turkmenistan 2018
123 Azerbaijan 2018—completed the
European continent
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Medicare’s Coverage of Care at Home
by Lynn Hixon

H

ome health care includes a wide range of health and social services
delivered in your home to treat illness or injury. Medicare should pay
for these services regardless of whether your condition is temporary or
chronic and regardless of whether your condition is improving or not. If you
qualify for the home health benefit, Medicare covers the following.
Skilled nursing services provided up to seven days per week for generally
no more than eight hours per day and 28 hours per week.
Skilled therapy services such as physical, speech, and occupation therapy
home health aide, so long as you require skilled care as well.
Home health aide, so long as you require skilled care as well.
Medical social services to help with social or emotional concerns related to
your illness.
Certain medical supplies, such as wound dressings and catheters

B

Certain durable medical equipment (DME), such as a wheelchair or
walker.
You can recognize and prevent home health care fraud by remembering
the following tips:
Carefully read your Medicare Summary Notice (MSN) and/or Explanation
of Benefits (EOB) to ensure they accurately reflect the services you received.
Work with your doctor to enroll in home health services and determine your
plan of care; do not enroll in home health services with a doctor you do not
know.
Do not accept gifts like money or groceries in return for home health services.
If you have any questions or suspect Medicare fraud or errors, please call
your SHIP coordinator, Lynn Hixon, at the DeKalb County Council on Aging
at 256-845-8590.

When Will Senior Centers Reopen? by Emily McCamy

ased on Governor Ivey’s recent press release, Senior Centers are allowed
to do indoor and outdoor activities as long as they follow the guidelines
released by the Alabama Department of Senior Services (ADSS). The
Governor’s press release also recognized that some centers may not be capable of
doing activities of this time.
We are working very closely with each Senior Center Manager to help
them decide if activities are a good fit for their facility with the current
ADSS Guidelines that are in place. Some facilities may decide that they
cannot have activities yet because they do not have the required equipment,
staffing, facilities, and/or space that regulations stipulate in the 47-page ADSS
Reopening Guidelines.

Be Bear Aware
by Hannah Leeper

The Governor has asked us that prior to reopening any Senior Center for
activities, all Congregate clients must be notified in writing of the days, times,
and regulations for reopening. We plan to type them up and hand them to meal
clients with their meal pickup as soon as they are ready.
The centers that reopen in May will start opening with reduced hours and
days to allow time for all of the extra cleaning procedures that must be followed.
We believe that the guidelines will be softened by ADSS in the coming
months if COVID cases are down and everyone has been given the opportunity
to be vaccinated, if they want it. We are excited that the Governor is starting to
relax guidelines and are very excited to one day get back to normal so that our
Seniors can do all the fun activities and field trips with us!

B

ears are starting to become more active, so it’s important that
everyone be BEAR AWARE! Once a bear finds a food source, it
will keep coming back, so it’s best to be proactive:
• Bring bird feeders inside at night.
• If you feed pets outside, only give enough food for them to eat in one
sitting.
• Clean barbeque grills after using them, and store them in a secure
shed it possible
• Don’t leave garbage out; wait until the morning of pick-up to bring
your trash to the curb.
Bears are generally shy and don’t want to encounter a human, but
it’s always best to make some noise when you’re hiking or letting your
dog outside, just to be sure you’re not startling a nearby bear. If you do
happen to run into a bear, enjoy the sighting! No need to panic, just start
talking and waiving your hands, then calmly back away, making sure
the bear has an escape route from you.
I will be continuing to research bears in the area, so if you’re having
regular bear activity or want to learn more about being Bear Aware,
learning to live with bears, or current research, please let me know:
hzl0122@auburn.edu.

Call for Submissions!
The Groundhog is YOUR community newspaper, and it needs your voice! Please consider
submitting an article—OR an idea for an article—that you think would interest your
neighbors. Do you have a traditional skill you’d like to tell others about? Perhaps a recipe or
an original poem or photograph? If so, please mail Kelly at groundhognews@yahoo.com or
call 256-289-2002 with any questions. The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month
preceding publication.
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Menlo Restaurant
American Family Style

Friday Night Special 7.99

Hamburger Steak w/ 2 sides, Texas Toast & Drink

Saturday Night Special 13.99

Ribeye Steak w/ 2 Sides, Texas Toast & Drink
Choose from these sides:
tossed salad • slaw • baked potato • baked sweet potato • okra
tater tots • french fries • onion rings • pintos • corn nuggets
onion strings with jalapeno buttons • fried or grilled squash

May Events at
Paradise Garden
by Cameron Cook

Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day Picnic & Live
Music at Paradise Garden
ick up your Mom’s favorite meal and meet
her at Paradise Garden for a lovely picnic at
one of our many outdoor tables, with live music
featuring the Big City String Band serenading
the special occasion from 12–2 p.m. EDT,
weather permitting. Please reserve your table in
advance by calling 706-808-0800. Admission is
$15, $10 seniors, $5 students. 12 and under are
free, and dogs are welcome! (You may also bring
a blanket and enjoy a picnic on the lawn. You
may also come without Mom.)

P

Saturday, May 15: Pop-up Mini Market at
Paradise Garden
hat better way to celebrate Spring than
visiting Howard Finster’s outdoor Paradise
Garden for a pop-up mini market on May 15
from 11 a.m.–5 p.m. EDT? Featuring gourmet
sandwiches and talented artists, you will find
one-of-a-kind paintings, studio ceramics,
sculpture, functional clay works, jewelry, prints,
home decorative art, folk pottery, and more,
while visiting the legendary art environment,
Paradise Garden. Regular garden admission
applies, and all admission proceeds benefit the
non-profit Paradise Garden Foundation for the
care, upkeep, restoration, and operations of
Howard Finster’s Paradise Garden year-round.
Paradise Garden is pet friendly and wheelchair
accessible. Children under 12, PGF members,
and Chattooga County residents are admitted
free of charge. Visit paradisegardenfoundation.org
for more information, find us on Facebook, or
call 706-808-0800.

W

Featuring delicious homemade desserts including
pecan pie, chocolate chess pie, and the Menlo Brownie.
Webuy
buyestates,
estates, diamond
diamond jewelry
jewelry
We

256•.997
997•.7591
7591
256
layaway & financing available

Layaway & Financing Available

1706 GLENN BLVD.

FORT PAYNE

1706 Glenn Blvd. FORT PAYne
9-5 M–F
M-F ((SAT
SAT. by appointment only)
9–5
by APPT. ONLy)

“Best Burgers Around”
Monday through Saturday
7807 Hwy. 48, Menlo, GA 30731
706/862-2281

Dine-in & Carry-out

SUBSCRIBE TO

The
Groundhog
Don’t miss an issue!
$20/year
See page 23.
Serving Northeast Alabama for 50 Years!

877-272-1451

www.bsupply.net

Concrete Block
Roof and Floor Trusses
Clark + Kensington Paint
Lumber and Building Materials

Pallets & Crates
Plumbing & Electrical
Window and Screen Repair
Industrial Janitor Supplies
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A suggestion by kindergarten teacher Lea Long led to this large mural in one of the hallways at
Moon Lake Elementary School. Hand-painted by Jonnie Frost-Green, it symbolizes well the spirit
of the children at the school. The teachers help the students remember to live by these words.

The finest traditions of community banking

Fort Payne
256-845-1077

Rainsville
256-638-6342

Ider
256-657-6255

www.bankffb.com
Telephone Banking 800-436-5103
Member
FDIC

(256) 634-2104

741 COUNTY ROAD 647, MENTONE, AL 35984

Daily Course Hours 7:30 am – Dusk

lilmolerun.com

• FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK •
18 HOLES PAR 71 COURSE
REMODELED CLUBHOUSE
RV CAMPING
All-new GAS CARTS

“We’re more than bankers, we’re your
neighbors and friends.”

Tigers
Inn
Restaurant
132 Commerce Avenue, Valley Head
(256) 662-0956
Monday—Friday 5:30am–2pm
See our menu on Facebook
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Dr. Bill Berry (continued from page 4)
Although officially
retired from his career at
Moon Lake, he continues
teaching a course at NACC
in World Geography—a
class he has taught for the
past 20 years. “Being at
Northeast, I was able to
take two years of Spanish,
which is a much more
practical language than
French when travelling. I
use my Spanish a lot, and I
love it.”
Bill currently works
as the full-time office
manager at Camp DeSoto
in Mentone. “I had worked
at DeSoto for four summers
in the 90s and as office

15,000 miles. After driving to Seattle and making
stops along the way, we took a week-long cruise to
Alaska, which was my mother’s retirement gift to me.
Then we drove from British Columbia across Canada
to St John, Newfoundland, and then down the coast
of the eastern U.S. Along the way, we also dipped
down into Michigan, which was my 50th state and
my mom’s 49th state to visit.” A few years later, the
two took a cruise to Hawaii to celebrate both her 80th
birthday and her 50th state.
“I found that, although I loved my work at Camp
DeSoto, during the first two years after leaving Moon
Lake School, I really missed the kids. After spending
26 years there, knowing so many students and their
families—I suddenly had no place there. I’ve always
felt that being principal at Moon Lake was my life’s
mission. I really, really enjoyed it. It was a great
place to be, whether as principal or teacher. Such
involvement, such support, such fun. Great kids, great
Bill Berry with the Moon Lake School faculty during his first year as principal
parents, great staff. I have truly had a blessed life.”
Bill still travels as much
Elementary Curriculum and Instruction, so I began
as
possible,
and he also stays
studying for my seconds Master’s degree in School
busy
serving
his community
Leadership, also at Alabama.” In 1992, he earned
in a variety of ways. He serves
his doctoral degree from the University of Southern
as the word pronouncer at
Mississippi, officially earning the moniker by which he
DeKalb
County Schools’ annual
is most widely known—“Dr. Berry.”
spelling
bee.
He has been
“I loved being a teacher, but I really loved being
an assistant scoutmaster for
a principal,” he said. “I enjoyed the camaraderie
Mentone’s Boy Scout Troop
of working with so many different individuals and
106 since its inception. He
groups. I loved seeing everyone come together to work
has served on the board of the
towards common goals. I loved coming up with new
Mentone Educational Resources
ideas for us to achieve.
Foundation (MERF) for over
“I worked under excellent superintendents. Mr.
25 years; he is currently the
Parrish was the first, and he was so supportive of
president of that board. He also
me and of Moon Lake. He always said, ‘I see great
serves on the board of the Moon
things ahead for Moon Lake.’ During those years is
Lake Community Library, a seat
when Moon Lake gained so many new buildings and
he has held for many years.
teachers. We reached our all-time highest enrollment
Aside from his time living
of 150 students during the 1998–99 school year.
away at school, Bill has spent his
Mr. Land succeeded Mr. Parrish, and it was he who
life
living at the “Berry Patch,”
committed to the construction of the library, which
Bill Berry with Superintendent Richard Land (at left) and school librarian
his
family’s
compound on East
was funded both by the county and by money raised
Tonya Lassetter (at right) during the Moon Lake Library dedication evening
River
Road,
where he frequently
by the Mentone community to match a generous
manager at Camp Laney for seven summers in the
exchanges waves with locals as he walks to and from
donor’s pledge. Mr. Warren provided some much70s,” Bill said. “When Phil Hurt [owner of Camp
his job at Camp DeSoto, rain or shine—a walking
needed updates to the original building.”
DeSoto] approached me about the position at camp,
tradition he began soon after starting work there.
Bill Berry served as a well-regarded principal for
my
main
question
was
how
much
time
I’d
have
Dr.
Bill Berry has influenced countless young lives
13 years before retiring in 2007. “I had accomplished
available to travel. That was very important to me. I’m through both education and scouting. Mentone is
everything I wanted to accomplish. I had taught for
extremely blessed to have ample time for this quest in
fortunate to have been served so well by such a world13 years and been principal for 13 years and I thought
the
off-season.”
He
began
working
in
August
of
2007,
class traveller and genuinely good man. Perhaps most
that would be a good time to stop.” During his tenure
after
completing
a
long-planned
trip
with
his
mother,
importantly,
he is still enjoying himself.
as principal, the library was built, and new restrooms
and a cafeteria were added to the school’s campus. “To with whom Bill remained very close until her death in
2020.
see the things get done that needed to get done was
“Over the course of nine weeks, we drove almost
such a great feeling,” he said.

DIXIE
SALVAGE
Discount Building Materials
3630 Gault Ave. N.
Fort Payne, AL 35967

Business (256) 845-5475
Fax (256) 845-5475

www.dixiesalvage.com

“Continuous service by the same family since 1933”

BROWN’S
CLEANING & LAUNDRY
“An old company with new ideas”

Vault Storage for Furs & Woolens . Drapery Cleaning with Machine
Decorator Fold . Suede, Leather & Fur Cleaning . Fire Restoration & Odor
Removal . Wedding Gown Preservation . Alterations . Pillow Cleaning

817 Gault Ave. N.

(256) 845-3241
Full Laundry Service
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News from Mentone Cub Scout Pack 106 by David Allgood

T

he boys of Mentone’s Cub Scout Pack wish to send a special thank you to
all residents who generously donated during the Cubs’ spaghetti lunch
fundraiser on April 11. Not only did our citizens enjoy a delicious lunch
during the drive-in meal; the boys had an awesome time interacting with our
community and friends of Scouting during the run-out to the customers. Special
thanks to all the parents and leaders who worked tirelessly on meal-prep and setup.
If you missed this year’s fundraiser, we hope to see you at our next meal this Fall.

L to R: Rotarian Bill Mitchell, Boy Scouts of
America Sequoyah District Commissioner, with
Rotarian Tyler Powell, Executive for Sequoyah &
Etowah Districts

L to R, 1st row: Myles Henderson, Smith Henderson, David Jackson; 2nd row:
Kamden Mayhew, Baxter Austin, Eli Carreker, Will Allgood; 3rd row: Nathan Austin,
David Allgood, Tara Allgood, Billy Jackson, Jessica Harper-Brown, Tina Jackson, Jon
Mayhew, Lesa Smith, Stephanie Carreker. Not pictured: Greg Carreker

On April 13, Rotarian Bill Mitchell, Boy Scouts of America Sequoyah District
Commissioner, hosted fellow Rotarian Tyler Powell, Executive for Sequoyah and
Etowah Districts, who provided an update on current activities and future of
The Greater Alabama Council, which serves 22 counties in North and Central
Alabama. Mr. Powell explained how Boy Scouts of America gives thousands of
young people in our area the ability to grow into young adults who make a positive
impact in our communities. Scouts learn how to lead, the importance of service to
others, and how to respond in a crisis.
The Boy Scouts’ vision is to prepare every eligible youth in America to become a
responsible, participating citizen and leader who is guided by the Scout Oath and
Law. We achieve this through thousands of dedicated, talented volunteers and a
small number of professional staff.
On April 24, Mr. Powell hosted Cub Scouts from across the Sequoyah District

“Matching people to the
property of their dreams”
Heather Nicely
realtor®

Alabama • Georgia • Lookout Mountain
256.276.8422
BelloraRealtors.com
hnicely11@gmail.com

706-999-0318

at the Fort Payne Rotary Pavilion, where they
competed in the annual Pinewood Derby
event. Trophies for the top winners (6 of the 7
top finishers from Mentone’s Cub Pack 106)
District Executive Tyler Powell
were presented, and our Cub Scouts will now
presents trophies to Mentone’s
compete in the District Competition in Leeds,
Cub Scout Pinewood Derby
AL on May 8.
Winners: Will Allgood, Baxter
On April 25, Mentone’s Cub Scout Pack 106 Brown, Liam Kling, David
Jackson
held its annual awards ceremony where Scouts
earned their next rank, including Ben Killian
and Will Allgood, making their proud Rotarian and Eagle Scout fathers proud.
If you would like to make a difference in the development of young men
and women, you can! Your Friends of Scouting gift will ensure that our camps,
programs, and leadership remains great for all Scouts in Alabama now and for
years to come. Visit secure.swell.gives/boyscoutsofamerica/donations#/amount to
make your donation online.
For more information, visit 1bsa.org or contact your District Executive or
Tommy Youngblood, our Director of Development at 205-970-0349 or Tommy.
youngblood@Scouting.org.

Cub Scouts receiving trophies by placing in District Pinewood Derby. L to R: Brody
Baber, Baxter Brown, Eli Carreker, Will Allgood, Camden Mayhew, David Jackson,
Liam Kling
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Charlotte
Gentry

Broker/Owner
256-996-5995

ME

“The Natural Choice”

E
ON
NT

NE

NEW PRICE! SIMPLE OUTSIDE, SIMPLY PERFECT INSIDE. This board-n-batten cabin, on 7 acres, has been a haven & a home for many years. Welcoming porch; beautiful
pine floors; vaulted ceiling w/timbered beams; unique cedar
twig stair rails; mtn stone fireplace w/efficient insert; built-in
bookcases; sweet kitchen area w/granite counters; guest
bath w/clawfoot tub; enclosed porch w/offices or extra sleeping quarters. So much more! The owners have done recent
renovations & added an accessible main-level Master suite w/
private deck. Detached 3-car carport w/workshop. Surrounded by beautiful woodland, there is room to ramble outdoors. A
mountain retreat. $259,900 (1777118)

MM
CO

CIA
ER

L

TRULY THE HEART OF
MENTONE:
the
Hitching
Post, rich with history & even
a bit of mystery! Steeped with
charm & interesting nooks, this
building has potential to be
most anything! Plenty of space
for office/retail
w/covered,
stone-floored entryway. This
is THE corner on the market...
literally! But, there is also that
magnificent, light-filled space
upstairs (approx 2800 sq ft) for
a studio or booths. Generous
parking. $350,000 (1143518)

M

NE
TO
N
E

13.34 ACRES, PONDS, OLD
FARM HOUSE, SHOP & VARIOUS OUTBUILDINGS. The old
house needs a good bit of TLC.
We’re not kidding. Best feature
on the house is the stone fireplace. Decent little front porch,
too. Ponds are thought to offer
good fishing. Three wells on the
property, one of which is clear,
freestone water. Not perfect,
tons of work needed, and priced
accordingly. $129,900 (1155211)

T
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B
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Melody Sellers
Assoc. REALTOR©
256-996-5297

LOTS and LAND

RARE 2.5-ACRE DOWNTOWN MENTONE PROPERTY.
This is one of those places with almost unlimited possibilities!
With its flexible zoning, frontage on 3 city streets (Douglas,
Cutler Ave & Shady Ave), this simple little house could open
the door to BIG things! Spacious front sunporch built in 2012;
house was pretty much completely gutted & rebuilt in 2014.
It’s a great start to even greater things! Property once had
at least 3 other tiny cabins on it, believed to have been part
of a motor court back in the 1930s. Future for Rental cabins? Restaurant? Shopping plaza? Offices? Dream! The land
is level, features 2 small streams, nice woods w/huge white
oaks & other hardwoods. $375,000 (1779531)

W
RO

E
ON
T
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THE BEAR’S DEN LOG CABIN. A private retreat, nestled into 6.39 acres of woods, but only a mile from downtown Mentone. Kind of like having your cake and eating
it, too! 3BR/2.5BA Heritage log cabin comes complete w/
furnishings & decor, much of which was made by local artisans. Vaulted living area w/great timber beams; mtn stone
fireplace (gas logs); stunning windows. Main-level Master
suite; 2 BR upstairs (including open loft BR). Wraparound
porch/decks w/hot tub, offering plenty of room for gatherings of a few, or a bunch of folks. Great fire-pit area w/several swings for good times around the fire. This log cabin
is currently a high-performing rental. $375,000 (1777616)

Steve Manning
Assoc. REALTOR©
256-996-7624

Office: (256) 634-4767

G!

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE WOW FACTOR! From the wroughtiron, fenced entry, to its panoramic views from over 350’ of
brow frontage, this 4.2-acre property has plenty of everything to WOW you. Spacious, cedar-sided cabin w/4BR/
3BA; rich wood floors; great kitchen; generous back deck;
walk-out basement w/views & great potential. Attached
2-car garage; detached 34x39 workshop (perhaps a future guest quarters or event building?) Half the property is
fenced, & includes intriguing boulder-surrounded pond w/
waterfall; fruit trees; so much more, & every feature keeps
leading your eyes back to that magnificent view! $695,000.
(1155122)

ME

Holly Watson-Houston
Assoc. BROKER©
256-996-0552

ME

E
ON
T
N

LOOKOUT MTN 22 ACRES &
LOG CABIN 1BR/1BA cabin is
BIG on the possibilities it offers!
Detached 2-car garage & small
storage building; gorgeous land
with nice woods & fields; stream;
plenty of room for expansion!
The cabin is beautifully simple
in construction, yet could possibly be one of the best built, lowmaintenance cabins you will find.
All wood interior, practically-new
appliances. $250,000 (1154959)
79 ACRES OF UNRESTRICTED
WOODLAND. Just think what
you could do with a chunk of
land like this! Maybe do nothing.
Just let it sit there. Weekend off?
Head to the mountain. Camp out,
hike, hunt, mountain bike, ride
4-wheelers, horses, whatever
the weather dictates. And when
you’re ready, you can cut the
trees & mill the timber for your
own home off your own property. Pick a site...or several sites...
build a cabin, a compound, or
a community. What could YOU
do with 79 acres? Maybe now
is the time to find out. $276,500
(1773800)

TWO MENTONE BROW LOTS,
A RARE OPPORTUNITY! Rare
because there just aren’t many
left between Mentone and Desoto Park, even rarer because they
have good depth to get some
distance from the road, plus they
extend over the brow to allow
for tree trimming as necessary.
Build that dream home now, enjoy beautiful mountaintop views
& spectacular sunsets. Priced at
$225,000 per lot. (1770794)

THIS IS THE ONE. You know
it from the time you enter the
gated driveway. It has that perfect, mountain log cabin look.
8” D-log pine exterior; all wood
interior; approx 2100 sq ft;
2BR/2.5BA; with a large bonus
loft for additional sleeping area,
playroom, office or studio. Front
porch; back sun room; 2-car
attached garage; 20x22 workshop; pole barn; garden shed.
Over 5 acres, mostly wooded. MENTONE. PLENTY OF ROOM
Small, wet-weather stream on TO ROAM! Enjoy 18.2, unreproperty. $359,000 (1774643)
stricted, wooded acres of your

sold!

ME

E
ON
T
N

sold!

very own, just minutes from
downtown Mentone. Substantial, paved, county road frontage.
Priced very agreeably at only
$85,000! (1152988)

GORGEOUS VIEWS & 2.2
ACRES. This Mentone browfront property already has the
major prep work done for you to
begin building your dream getaway cabin or residence. Septic
tank in place, driveway in place,
LOVELY CABIN HOME ON 13 building sites for a cabin & for
ACRES, 3BR/2.5BA, 2500 sq a shop cleared & leveled. Inft, welcoming front porch & a credibly priced at only $89,000.
generous back porch for easy
entertaining outdoors. Cozy liv- (1775068)
ing area with an efficient, woodburning htr; HW floors. Mainlevel Master suite. Upstairs are
two large BRs & a guest bath.
Nice workshop/garage; pole
barn for firewood w/attached
chicken coop; great future pond
site. Land is mostly wooded &
has underground power avail
for add’l home sites. $325,000
(1154082)

Happy
Mother’s
Day!
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Mentone Area Church Directory

Mentone, Alabama

Cove Road Baptist Church invites everyone in the Mentone
and Cloudland Communities to services—Sunday School 10am
(GA time) Morning Worship 11am (GA time), Wednesday Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study 5:30pm (GA time). Bro. Brian Keith is the
pastor. 2415 County Road 631.
Howard’s Chapel (Church in the Rock) has regular services
at 10am each Sunday. You are invited to attend these services
or visit the church at other times. Casual dress is always
acceptable. County Road 617.
Mentone Church of God of Prophecy has Sunday School
at 10am, with Worship at 11am. Evening services begin at
5:30pm on Sunday and 6pm on Wednesday. Bro. Whitney
Smith invites everyone to attend. AL Hwy 117 (across
from Mentone Post Office).
Mentone Community Church invites you to Crosswalk Sunday
School (K through Adult) 9:15am, Adult Worship Service
10:30am, JC Kids Worship Service 10:30am. Pastor Heath Croft,
334-315-3459. Van Ministry for Children pick-up/take home,
ages K–12, for all surrounding areas 8:15am. Wednesday small
group study 6:30pm. 90 Summerville Rd. 256-634-4210.
Mentone United Methodist Church invites you to come and
worship with us. Each Sunday our worship service is held at
11am and is led by Rev. Heidi C. Bender. Sunday School is at
9:30am. The service of Holy Communion is held the first Sunday
of each month and fifth Sundays are a service of music. 415
Cutler Avenue. 256-634-8006.
Moon Lake Baptist Church is a growing community of believers
from various walks of life who endeavor to share the light, life,
and love of Jesus with all we meet. We gather together for
practical Bible study at 10am on Sunday. You can count on an
encouraging and life-engaging message at 11am each Sunday.
At 6pm, on Sunday, we enjoy a time of praying together. On
Wednesdays at 6pm, we have groups for our children, students,
and adults. 4671 Al Hwy. 117. 256-634-4568. Connect with us
on Facebook at “Moon Lake” or Pastor Mike at “Mike Ellis”.
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church offers Sunday School on Sunday
mornings at 10am (EST) and Worship Service at 11am (EST).
Pastor Jack Green. 10090 County Road 103. 706-862-6221.
St. Joseph’s on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church and Sacred
Garden is open daily for prayer and thanksgiving; however,
indoor service and group meetings have been temporarily
cancelled due to COVID-19. You may join us for weekly services
by visiting our website at stjom.dioala.org. We are continuing to
support our community with outreach, so please call our church
office at 256-634-4476 for more information. 21145 Scenic Hwy,
PO Box 161, Mentone, AL 35984.
Spirit Expression Ministry, a Chapel of the Alliance of Divine
Love, invites you to sit with us in sacred circle on the second
and fourth Sundays of the month at 11am Central at Heartwood
Center, 7 miles from downtown Mentone. Reverend Cathy
Haven Howard facilitates a spiritual wisdom topic. Email
havenhoward1@gmail.com for directions and questions.
Summit Church of God in Mentone invites you to be in service
Sunday morning 10:45am, Sunday night 5pm, Wednesday Bible
Study 6:30pm. Pastor Lance Kincer.

Hammondville, Alabama

The Church of God 7th Day invites you to Sabbath School
classes at 9:30am and Worship Service at 11am. Visitors are

We suggest you
contact the churches
to inquire about how they are
currently holding services.
always welcome. Located just off Hwy. 11 N. at corner of Hwy.
117 and Palmer Road. 256-717-5040.
Greater Vision Ministries Church of God invites you to Sunday
School 10 am, Sunday Worship *10:45 am, (*Nursery & Kid’s
Church). MidWEEK re·charge Wednesday 6:30pm. Pastor Tim
Coppock. 38623 US Hwy 11. 256-601-0679.

Valley Head, Alabama

also worship with us on-line @ facebook.com/neworegonumc.
We have Wonderful Wednesdays during the school year with
Bible studies for all ages meeting at 6pm in the Family Life
Center. Pastor Ian Conerly. 1204 New Oregon Drive NE. 256845-7446.
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church holds Sunday mass
in English at 10am and 1pm in Spanish. Tuesday at 6pm in
English, Wednesday at 5pm bilingual, Thursday at 6pm in
English, Friday at 9am in English and Saturday at 6pm in
bilingual. 2910 Gault Ave. N. 256-845-4774.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church holds regular Worship
Services at 10am Sunday. Clifford Herd, Pastor. Everyone
is welcome. 1519 Smith Gap Road (County Road 85).
256-845-4842.

Lea’s Chapel Baptist Church welcomes you to worship with us.
10am Sunday Bible Study, 11am Morning Worship, 6pm Evening
Worship. Wednesday 6–8pm Awana (ages 4–18); 6:30pm Praise
and Prayer time. 4212 County Road 751. 256-635-1001.

St. Stephen Anglican Church invites you to attend service
on Sunday mornings at 1pm. Sunday School is at Noon. 1519
Smith Gap Road NW. Father Rodney Jackson, 205-405-0055;
Deacon Jack Gilbreath, 256-845-2605.

Valley Head Baptist Church invites you to come and worship
with us. On Sunday, Bible Study is at 10am & Morning Worship
is at 11am; Kidz Connection is at 5pm, Evening Worship at 6pm.
Kidz Connection & Youth meet on Wednesday from 5–6pm &
a snack supper is provided. On the second Wednesday of the
month, there is a church-wide covered dish Fellowship Meal at
6pm. 265 Church Street. 256-465-1242.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church, on Highway 11 north of Fort
Payne, welcomes everyone at Sunday School 10am, Worship
Service at 11am, Wednesday night youth meeting at 6pm, and
Wednesday night Prayer Meeting at 6:30pm. 3606 Greenhill
Blvd NW. 256-996-0929.

Visitors are always welcome at Valley Head United Methodist
Church. Please join us each Sunday morning for a traditional
worship service at 9:30am. Tony Gunter is the Pastor. All are
welcome. 146 Church St.
Wildwood Seventh Day Adventist Church, Mentone Chapter,
holds services in Moon Lake Baptist Church's dining hall.
All are invited to attend. Sabbath School and Song Service
9:30–10:45am, Worship Service 11am–12:15pm. Pastor - Wilbur
Atwood; Lay Pastors - James Hartley and Ryan Bunnel.

Fort Payne, Alabama

Since 1889, worshippers have gathered at the Historic First
Presbyterian Church PC (USA) at 300 Grand Avenue North. We
invite you to join us for worship this Sunday at 10:55am. 256845-2915.
The Fort Payne Christian Center and Pastors Ken and Elaine
Hollman invite everyone to join in Worship on Sunday at 10am,
Wednesday evening at 6pm. 3610 Grand Ave. SW. 256-997-0047.
Grace Presbyterian Church (PCA) invites you to Sunday School
at 9:45am; Sunday Worship at 10:55am. 256-845-4756. 5760
Gault Ave. NE.
Gravel Hill Baptist Church welcomes you to Sunday School at
10am & Worship Service at 11am each Sunday. All are welcome.
Wednesdays at 6pm, we have supper and a brief devotional
time together. Pastor George Moses. 14701 Hwy 11 South.
Highland Baptist Church welcomes you to join us for Sunday
Morning Worship Service and Youth Sunday School from 10am11am. We are located at 2004 Clark Ave. Follow us on Facebook
@highlandbaptistfp for updates and events!
New Oregon United Methodist Church is located just off
DeSoto Parkway, 1/4 mile south of Fischer Crossroads. We invite
you to worship with us on Sundays. Our worship services are at
11am and also on Sunday evenings in the Chapel 6pm. You can

Cloudland, Georgia

Cloudland Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone to come
join us for services, with Pastor Jan Warren-Taylor. Bible Study
Sunday at 9am (EST) and Worship at 10am (EST). 150 Partain
Road.

Menlo, Georgia

Alpine Community Church Pastor Jeremy Stroop welcomes each
and everyone to worship service Sunday mornings at 11am GA
time; Sunday School 10am (EST); and Wednesday night Bible
Study at 7pm (EST). 1104 Hwy. 337, Menlo GA. 706-862-6641.
Menlo Church of Christ invites you to attend 10am (EST) and
11am (EST) Sunday services and evening services at 5pm (EST)
on Sundays and Wednesdays. Visitors are always welcome.
Menlo Presbyterian Church (ECO) invites everyone to attend
services with us. Sunday School at 10am (EST) and Worship
Service at 11:15am (EST). Rev. Jan Taylor is our pastor. We are
located at 70 North 6th Ave., next to the park in Menlo.

Summerville, Georgia

Redemption Worship Center invites you to “Find Love, Encouragement, & Purpose!” Wednesdays: Hour of Power Bible Study
6:30pm (EST); Chosen Generation Youth 6:30pm (EST). Sundays:
Sunday School 9:30am (EST); Morning Celebration 10:30am
(EST). Pastors Dr. David & Penny Reeves. 174 West First Avenue.
706-808-0909.
Summerville Seventh Day Adventist Church invites you to
worship with us. Saturday morning Sabbath School classes at
9:30am (EST) and Worship Service at 11am (EST). Everyone
is welcome. Services are held at the First Presbyterian
Church, 116 College Street. The Pastor is Dr. Edward Skoretz.
summervillesda.com

Please send any changes to
The Groundhog
at groundhognews@yahoo.com
or P.O. Box 387
Mentone, AL 35984
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Moon Lake
Community Library
News
by Kelly Leavitt

T

hanks to everyone who came to April's
pop-up paperback book sale at the Mentone
Farmers Market! Mark your calendars…
we'll be holding another book sale on Saturday,
May 15. Paperback fiction will be sold at the
Mentone Farmers Market and hardcover fiction
and all non-fiction books will be for sale at the
library between the hours of 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. We
have some great books available, many in excellent
condition. If you’d like to browse the shelves on
another day, email moonlakecommunitylibrary@
yahoo.org and we’ll set up a time that’s convenient
for you.
Our book sale is a main source of funding for
Moon Lake Library, which is a non-profit 501(c)
(3) organization that is entirely funded by the

community. We very much appreciate your support.
We realize everyone’s curious about the future of
the library, since Moon Lake School is closing at the
end the month. The short answer is: We’re hopeful
to remain in service with no interruption. We will
have a more definitive answer soon. One thing that’s
certain: We will miss our partnership with Moon
Lake School, and we look forward to continuing to
serve the children of our local communities.
We encourage you to join our email list at
moonlakelibrary.org to stay informed about all the
library’s activities and latest news.
Kelly Leavitt is the community librarian at Moon
Lake Community Library.

BOOK CLUB: Take What You Can Carry, by Gian Sardar

Thursday, May 13 at 6:30 pm via Zoom

T

ake What You
Carry, by Gian
Sardar (2021), takes
the reader on a
powerful journey
to the Kurdistan
region in Iraq.
From goodreads.
com: “An aspiring
photographer
follows her dreams
and faces her fears
in a poignant novel
about finding
beauty, promise,
and love amid the
chaos of war-torn
Kurdistan.
“It’s 1979. Olivia Murray, a secretary at a Los
Angeles newspaper, is determined to become a
photojournalist and make a difference with her work.
When opportunity arrives, she seizes it, accompanying

her Kurdish boyfriend, Delan, to northern Iraq
for a family wedding, hoping to capture an image
that lands her a job in the photo department. More
important, though, the trip is a chance to understand
Delan’s childhood and bridge the differences of their
pasts. Yet when the return home proves less safe than
Delan believed, Olivia is confronted with a reality she
had not expected, and is awakened to the dangers of
a town patrolled by Iraqi military under curfew and
constant threat.
“But in this world torn apart by war, there are
intoxicating sights and scents, Delan’s loving family,
innocence not yet compromised, and small acts of
kindness that flourish unexpectedly. All of it will
be tested when Olivia captures a shattering, tragic
moment on film, one that upends all their lives and
proves that true bravery begins with an open heart.”
Take What You Can Carry is available to borrow
from the library. To learn how to connect to this free
Zoom event, go to moonlakelibrary.org. Everyone is
welcome to join the discussion.

AUTHOR TALK: Dean W. Arnold, Author of
The Cherokee Princes: Mixed Marriages and
Murders—The True Unknown Story Behind
the Trail of Tears
Monday, May 17 at 6:30 pm via Zoom

I

ntermarriages,
assassinations,
and missionary
arrests threatened
Andrew Jackson
with Civil War
30 years before
Lincoln.
The
Connecticut
town of Cornwall
rioted when John
Ridge proposed to Sarah—not because she was 15
but because John was an Indian, a future Cherokee
chief. He and other “Cherokee Princes” mastered
Greek and Latin at these prestigious New England
schools and served as diplomats in Washington for the
Cherokee Nation, 90 percent of whom became literate
Christians and farm owners.
When these scholars returned to their homeland
in Appalachia, settlers continued to seek fortunes
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Call for reservations!

A Magical Gathering Place
with a Twist of Southern Charm

The Hatter
Café Café
The Hatter
& Country
Inn Inn
& Country

by taking land from
the “savages.” A young
missionary suffered in
prison for siding with
the Cherokees, and the
greatest civil rights case
America had yet seen
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
created a constitutional
crisis, leading to the
WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY
7AM TO 2PM CENTRAL TIME
assassination of certain
Cherokee Princes.
What was the motive
for these unsolved murders
surrounding the Trail of Tears? The suspects include
both U.S. citizens and fellow Native Americans. How
did this seminal event affect our soul and future as a
nation?—from deanwarnold.com
The Cherokee Princes is available to borrow from
the library. To learn how to connect to this free Zoom
event, go to moonlakelibrary.org. Everyone is welcome
to join the discussion.

A Magical Gathering
Place
4277 AL
Highway 117
With A Twist of Southern
Charm
Mentone,
Alabama
OPENING OCTOBER 1st

(256) 634-2018
256-634-2018
n Thursday
e
p
O
INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
Monday
ughAVAILABLE
SEATING
thro
8

–3

pm the Trees
Around the Table
am or Under
Friends and Family To Gather!

4277 AL Hwy 117
thehattercafe.com
Mentone, Alabama
thehattercafe.com
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MAPA’s Spring Charity Golf Tournament
Thanks to the golfers who played in
MAPA’s Charity Golf Tournament on
April 23 in Mentone. Thank you to Lil Mole
Run for being gracious and helpful hosts, to
DeSoto Rescue Squad members for providing
lunch, to Charla Hermann for donating a lovely
gift basket, and to MAPA’s volunteers and board
members for helping the event run smoothly. The
funds that MAPA raised from the tournament will
help fund financial grants to local non-profits.

hole sponsors
Blue Jug of Fort Payne
Builders Supply
Elevation Bistro & Catering
First State Bank of DeKalb County
Craig & Elisabeth Sheldon
Mentone Market
Wildflower Café
Wilson Funeral Home & Crematory

cart sponsors

Tractor Supply Company
Walmart
Wildflower Café
Wilson Funeral Home and Crematory
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Congratula
tions to
the Winnin
g Teams!
1st
Mentone P
D Team
2nd
Hale Team

3rd

Dewberry
Team

Special Thanks to Our Generous Sponsor
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Mentone Arts & Cultural Center News by Randy Grider

May event highlights famed songwriter Jim Connor along with Jess Goggans, Stuart Douglas and Danuel Jean

J

im Connor, a Bluegrass Hall of Fame banjo player and
songwriter, best known for the hit song “Grandma’s
Feather Bed” made popular by John Denver, will be the
featured guest of this month’s Songwriters Round.
The virtual songwriters event will streamed live on
our YouTube channel (https://youtu.be/M-LvP2qLANc) on
Wednesday, May 12 from 6–8 p.m., direct from the gallery
stage inside the Chuck Sennett Center for the Arts in
Mentone. While the monthly songwriter event is closed to the
public due to Covid-19 concerns, we plan to start education
workshops/classes in June and live musical events in July.
Prior to Connor’s feature, the songwriters round will
spotlight several songwriters and performers: Jess Goggans,
Stuart Douglas and Danuel Jean. Touring songwriter Craig
Hendricks will act as host for the Songwriters Round.

Stuart Douglas
Douglas’ pre-teen years were spent in Louisiana and the
Mississippi Delta, where he was drawn to music at an early
age, teaching himself to play guitar at the age of 8. The
family moved to Alabama in his early teens and soon Stuart
was playing and touring with various black gospel groups
and choirs.
He began writing songs and in 1997 released his first
album, “Pocket Savior.” After the release of several albums
and years of touring throughout the Southeast, Douglas
took some time off to deal with personal tragedies. His
hiatus ended in 2018 when he returned to performing with
a show in Fort Payne. In 2020, he released “This Fire Has
Started,” an album featuring 13 new songs.

Danuel Jean
Jim Connor
This 19-year-old lists music as his biggest passion.
Connor was a member of the Kingston Trio (1968–1973).
He was born in Daytona Beach, but his family moved a
Earlier, he had formed a duo with Richard Lockmiller called
lot throughout the years before settling in Summerville,
R & J. They toured Europe and England with success, and
GA. He began writing music during his freshman year at
recorded an album while in London. They also opened Barbra
Chattooga High School, using Noteflight on the school
Streisand’s original New York Nightclub Show. Connor’s
computers and playing guitar with his buddies after school.
song, “Grandma’s Feather Bed,” became one of John Denver’s
He said he quickly noticed how much he really enjoyed the
greatest worldwide hits at the peak of his career in the 1970s.
emotive nature of music and knew that he wanted to “give
Connor has played harmonica for Claire Lynch and for
his life to writing it.”
Singer-songwriter Jim Conner
Linda Ronstadt on “Love Is A Rose” and has appeared in
Craig Henricks
specials with Dolly Parton, The Wayfarers, Judy Collins, and
Serving as the event’s host, Craig Hendricks is a touring
John Denver, plus dozens more Nashville and Hollywood
singer-songwriter who lives in Mentone. He is a 2020 Josie Music Award nominee,
stars. He has multiple gold and platinum records for his work with most of the
has multiple honorable mentions in American Songwriter Magazine, former wins
above artists. In 2018, Jim was inducted into the Alabama Bluegrass Hall of Fame.
for vocals and songwriting with Texaco Country Showdown and is a Nashville
Jess Goggans
Homegrown and raised in the northeast corner of Alabama, Goggans, puts
her entire soul into her music and every ounce of her heart into every single
performance. Recognized for her sultry Southern Grit, soulful melodies and highenergy stage presence, it is said that you can literally feel her voice moving through
you. Goggan’s music defies genre; it’s been referred to as “get down music,” with
influences of funk, rock and blues. Accompanied by some of the finest musicians in
the Southeast, the Jess Goggans Band performs throughout the region promoting
her “My Living Lesson” album.

recording artist under contract with Century Records.

For updates on this and other events, please follow us on Facebook and
Instagram. The gallery and gift shop are open Thursday through Monday from 10
a.m.-4 p.m.
Randy Grider is executive director of the Mentone Arts & Cultural Center. He can be
reached at mentoneartscenter@gmail.com or 256-674-3366.

I often think in music.
I live my daydreams in music.
I see my life in terms of music.
—ALBERT EINSTEIN
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Taking Orders Now for Our Grass-Fed Certified Black Angus
Sustainable Farming • No Hormones or Antibiotics
Beef Quarter, Half, Whole • Try Our Beef Sampler 14 lbs./$98
Contact Harry & Mindy Krippes, Cloudland, Ga. 423-304-7870
Come see us at the Mentone Farmers Market!
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Birthdays

1

2

3

4

5

6

Junior Bell
Riley Owen
Kathleen Johnson
Jennifer Owen
Michael Stone
Sue Anderson
Beckie Crider Hughes
Morgan Blalock
Ella Voils
Cory Dobbins
Isaac Vaughan
Emerson Jean Bell
LuLu Langston
Abel James Baggett
Paula Coots
Steven Barkley
Annabelle Gifford
Mollie Sanderson
Kathy Clure
Cathy White
Jody Nance
Alex Dupree
Bobby Browder
Emily Hilliard
Jeffrey Bain
Kathy Clure
Patrick Kyle Miller
LA Smith
Lee Worthey
Phil Harris
Carlie Heard
Cody Hodge
Taylor Williams
Dewayne Grisham
Avaleigh Hawkins

7

John Johnson
Tracy Coots
Jessie Baggett
Carl Griffith
Kelly Blansit
Tony Garner

15

Shirley Zange
Emma Kate McDonald

16

Connie Clark
Ella Kate Wagner
Sherry Durham
Camdyn Goza

Amy Kirby
Riley Mae Owen
Kaylynn Hulgan
Harli Burton

17

Shaunathan Bell
Megan Miller
Ryker Shankles

18

10

Gail Jones
Angela Flanagan
Jacob Hawkins

19

11

Jessie Coots
Ricky Barkley
Merle Stokes
Gerald Biddle
Tanner Meadows
Sierra Crider

8

9

12

13

14

Hubert Blalock
Allison Kirby
Chris Davis
Alyssa Cooper
Tristan Miller

Shuan Flannigan
Melinda Miller
Owen Crouse
Tommy Johnson

21

Lisa Crow
Katie Villarreal
Desiree Cash
Jackson Mann
Caitlin Kirby
Ryan Pridmore
Heather Cyrus
Kathy Pritchett
Adrienne Guice
Nathan Baggett
Ronald “Cotton”
Baggett

Community Calendar

16
17
18
20

Preston & Amy Kirby

28 James Cox

24

Wesley & Tammy Frost
Stacy & Karen Smith

29 Mackenzie Willingham

26

Soni & Sheila Larock
Ray & Bobbie Zachary

28

Adam & Wendy Haynes
Easton & Anna Bailey

29
30
31

Johnny & JoAnn Bain

25 Tristan Smith
26 Paige Norsworthy
Amanda Smith
Christy VanPelt
Hunter Villarreal
Crystal Scruggs
Labron Poe
Matthew Wilson
Cherylyn Whited Rhodes

Valley Head Town Council meets monthly on the 1st Monday at 6pm at Valley Head Town Hall.
Hammondville Town Council meets monthly on the 1st Tuesday at 6pm at Hammondville Town Hall.
DeSoto Rescue Squad meets the 1st Saturday of the month at 9am at the MERF house in Mentone.

Mikayla Owen

Justin Blansit
James Bennett Smothers
Glenda Kirby
Warren Baggett
Debra Cash

30 Patti Carden

James Tubberville
Ethan Webb
Ava & Nolan Tate

31

Thomas & Ginger Kearney
Donnie & Carlotta Sharpton
Charlie & Pam Harwell
John & Dowe Foreman
Wayne & Angie Miller
Alan & Beth Hawkins
Doug & Karen Powell
Keith & Dawn Langston
Shane & Valerie Burt
Casey & Jessica Battles
Chad & Amber Smith
Jeremy & Lindsay Webb
Doug & Judy McMahan

Tommy & Cindy Harrison
Jimmy & Adele Phillips
Kyle & Hannah Carden

Richard Barkley
Tracy Cartwright
Joey Smith

The North Lookout Mountain Fire Protection District Board meets the 3rd Monday of every month
at 7pm.

Mentone Town Council meets the 2nd Tuesday every month at 5pm at 5607 AL Hwy 117, across from
Town Hall..

Mentone Community Church
(256) 364-0150

Craig & Katie Smith

Amber Parker
Adam Miller
Sadie Durham
Misty Wilson

27 Keila Daniell

Jessica McKenzie
Susan Elliott
Elli Stone
Joyce Tate
Kenzlee Callahan

23 Terry Pangle

Open the 2nd & 4th
Mondays of each month 4–7 p.m.

6
8
10
15

24 Joe Elrod

20 Alexis Manifold

Ann Nelson
Madi Gregory
Logan McGee
Raymond Evans
Christy Miller Evans
Lonny Pendergrass

Children & Adults

Chris & LeAnn Underwood

Dillon Brown
LeAnn Underwood
Megan Smith Brown
Herbert Poe

22 Sandy Blalock

Free clothes closet
for those in need

1
3
4
5

Jackson Mann
Amelia Stott
Chrissie Baker Holder

Rodney Mitchell

Chad Smith
Nelson Kerby
Traci Hulgan

Andrea Kirby
Hayden Kirby
Linda Hawthorne
Angela Hadley
Irelynn Walsh

Ryleigh’s
Closet

Anniversaries

FREE FOOD for eligible persons and families. Wednesdays, 9–11am. New applicants are welcome
during these hours. Joint effort between St. Joseph’s-on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church (Community
Outreach Ministry) and the Food Bank of North Alabama.
Ryleigh’s Closet is a clothing closet that provides men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing to those
in need on 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month from 4—7pm. Mentone Community Church, 90
Summerville Rd. 256-634-4210.

Do you worry about
someone else’s drinking?
You are not alone.
AL-ANON MEETING
St. Joseph's Church
21145 Scenic Drive, Mentone AL 35984
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.
You are invited to
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
at Moon Lake Baptist Church
June 6 – 11 from 6–8:30 p.m.
For Pre-k through Youth
Contact Karen Holcomb at 256-844-2872
for more information.
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Southern ProPertieS
256-845-6000

Agency, Inc.

www.southernpropertiesagency.com
311 Gault Ave. N., Fort Payne

NEW

NEW

NEW

THIS DUPLEX OFFERS paved
driveway, metal roof, gutters, county
water, and well with filtration system.
“Big Bear” is 2 BR 2 Bath, central heat
and air open kitchen, dining and living
room, rock fireplace w/ gas logs, hardwood floors. “Little Bear” is 1 BR 1 BA,
recessed lighting, ceiling fans, central
heat/air, hardwood floors, smooth ceilings. $329,900. MLS #1778704

THIS STORYBOOK HOME was built with the breathtaking mountain
views in mind. Enjoy the view from the spacious master with a personal deck
overlooking the brow! This 3 bedroom, 3 bath home features artistic touches
throughout. Relax on the large deck, the screened-in porch, in the sunroom
off the basement or by the stone fireplace in the cozy living room. Other
features include attached garage, abundant attic/storage space, gorgeous
siding/stone exterior, full basement and 1 acre +/- lot. The oversized kitchen offers seating options at the bar or breakfast nook, a walk-in pantry, and
amazing counter space. $550,000. MLS #1779265

THIS 2 BR/2 BA HOME ON 2.3
ACRES is ready for Mentone living.
The outdoor kitchen, large front deck
and screened back porch are perfect
for summer entertaining. Begin your
next hobby in the multiuse storage
shed or work space. The beautiful
wood interior and three fireplaces
will keep you warm on those cool
nights in the North Alabama mountains. $179,000. MLS# 1779284

6 FULLY FURNISHED C ABINS ON
THE BROW IN MENTONE. 7 tracts
total approx. 22 acres. Wood exteriors,
wood interior walls & floors, vaulted
ceilings, gas log fireplaces, full kitchen
amenities w/ granite countertops, impeccable cabin decor AND hot tubs on
the back decks with focus on the spectacular VIEWS! Cabins are currently in
rental program w/ strong rental history. $1,499,000. MLS #1772318

KNOWN AS HIGHPOINT AND ONE OF
THE MOST CELESTIAL AREAS FOR
STAR GAZING…This 7 BR, 6 BA manor boasts onyx porcelain & tile baths,
walk-in showers, granite & marble
counter tops/vanities. Attached private living quarters with full amenities PLUS detached guest cabin.
$729,000. MLS #1119192

EN JOY PE ACE, COMFORT AND
REL A X ATION in this 2-story home
on 4 acres of fenced pasture in Mentone. It’s a welcome escape from the
city bustle. Features are 3 bedrooms,
3 baths, fireplace, central heating
and air, covered porch, 3-car carport, 4-stall barn with tack room and
plenty of fresh country air! $265,000.
MLS #1775575

LOC ATED ON TOP OF LOOKOUT MTN., Mountain Laurel Inn is nestled
in the woods on a canyon above Little River where peace and natural beauty
abound. The main residence (pictured on left) includes a BR/BA, living, kitchen, utility and sunroom. The guest house (pictured on right) includes 4BR each
w/private entrance and bath AND a 2-room studio apartment w/kitchenette.
Also included is a Gathering house with living and kitchenette. Continue as a
commercial entity or enjoy as your own family sanctuary. Property is approx. 7
acres that borders DeSoto State Park and extends to the middle of Little River.
Call today...MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE!! $379,000. MLS #1153859

ONE OF A KIND property with vaulted ceilings, open exposed solid wood
beams. Wood walls, wood ceilings,
master on main level w/ walk-in closet
and small office space. Loft bedroom
upstairs plus 768 sq. ft. of outdoor living on this 4-seasons porch! Situated
on approx. 1.2 acres PLUS... It has a
100-year-old farmhouse and barn on
property. $210,000. MLS #1770545

LOTS & LAND

#1034997—Approx. 6 acres on Middle Fork of Little River.
$48,900

consider owner finance at full ask price with 20% down at
5.5% interest rate! Priced at $52,900

#1076286— Beautiful Building Spot in Mentone! Perfectly
located 1.75 acre building lot in West Fork Subdivision
with over 400 feet of river frontage! $39,900.

#1150900—ATTENTION LAND LOVERS…For those of
you seeking peace and quiet surroundings on West Fork
Little River here’s your chance to build the home of your
dreams. This 2-acre tract is too wonderful to pass you by.
$48,500

#1092235—Building lot in Laurel Creek Lakes. $19,900
#1111628—AMAZING VIEWS! YES, VIEWS!!! REDUCED TO
$79,900.
#1113936—Looking for a brow lot inside the city limits of
Mentone? $68,500
1149803—Gorgeous lot in Mentone with .81+/- acres in
Hunter’s Ridge Subdivision. $15,000
#1150871—WHAT AN ADDRESS FOR YOUR NEXT
HOME! Enjoy peace and quiet and the sound of rushing
waters on this 3-acre lot on West Fork of Little River in
Mentone. Bring your plans and move to Mentone today!
$48,500
#1150850—BEAUTIFUL BROW PROPERTY on County Road
103. You are within 5 minutes of Little River Falls! This
is a great opportunity to purchase land and build that
mountain cabin or dream home you desire! Seller will

#1150911— PANAROMIC VIEWS FOR MILES & MILES!
Along with views of Battelle below in the valley. Bring
your home plans and enjoy nature on this 8.9 tract of land.
$199,500
#1150912—WOW! What Amazing VIEWS you have for
miles and miles! Beautiful views of Battelle below. Great
place to build your forever home on this 8.8 acres of
prime brow property. $195,000

#1776065—Lot 59 in Crestline Park Subdivision in Mentone. This location is just off of the scenic County Road
89. This subdivision offers light restrictions including no
mobile homes, no commercial buildings or temporary
structures. Insuring permanent or vacation living only for
you and your neighboring properties. Property is owned
by a licensed home builder offering “will build to suit”. Call
us today and start picking out a house plan! $39,900
#1777646—Beautiful Lot on scenic 89 across from the
Brow. Owner is a licensed contract, and willing to build
to suit. The driveway is already in place. Trees are in the
process of being cleared for a building spot.
#1779301—Enjoy the natural beauty of Brush Creek from
your building site on this wooded property. Located on
a private road just minutes from downtown Mentone.
$19,900

# 1156528–9.93 acres with a spring! Great Building Spot!
$65,900
#1770010–3.10 acres on CR 89. $30,000
#1774186—Beautiful North Brow in Mentone! 3-acre
brow lot with view of the valley below. Build that getaway cabin or the forever home of your dreams! $125,000

www.southernpropertiesagency.com
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Mentone Area Annual Clean-up

Larry Joe Hall played music for the potluck at the Mentone Inn Pavilion.
Lydia Randolph joined him for a song.

Tobey Miller teamed with Marianne and Ed Wofford to clean a section of Highway 117.

M

entone’s annual community cleanup, originally scheduled for March
27, was postponed due to rain. The
clean-up was rescheduled for April 10, but
rain again dashed those plans. Finally, on
Saturday, April 17, the roads got cleaned up,
thanks to the generous time and effort by
a group of dedicated volunteers. About 70
bags of trash were collected over the course
of three hours. A barbecue lunch was held
afterward at the Mentone Inn Pavilion.
Thanks to all who helped out, and to
the following individuals, organizations,
and companies that donated goods and/or
services:

– Joseph Lee Construction
– Town of Mentone
– Mentone Police for blue light assistance
– Little River Hardware
– Wildflower Café
– Camp Laney
– BJ’s Foodmart
– Mountain Top Store
– Cynthia Stinson and the Mentone Inn
– Larry Joe Hall
– David Mays
– Fontana Stinson
– Lynna Morton
– Rhododendron Garden Club
– Ecological Designs

Heather Nicely worked with a smile on her face.

Voted
DeKalbBEST of
Cou
2020 nty
Constru
ction &
Roofing

Organizer Lyle Nicely

(256) 418-2488
The finest traditions of community banking

Fort Payne
256-845-1077

Rainsville
256-638-6342

Ider
256-657-6255

www.bankffb.com
Telephone Banking 800-436-5103
Member
FDIC

“We’re more than bankers, we’re your
neighbors and friends.”

AL License #25356
RJRC911.com
roberts.roofing.911@gmail.com
P. O. Box 426, Valley Head, AL 35989
We Also Do Seamless Gutters
and Crawlspace Encapsulation
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MERF News

[Mentone Educational Resources Foundation]

by Sarah Wilcox

W

ho’s looking good?! The MERF house,
that’s who!! Stop by and take a gander how
the new paint job shows off the MERF’s
house heart of love and welcoming hug. It has taken
a while to get the outside renovation finished, but
we’ve finally done it. Thanks to our donors and a
matching grant from MAPA a couple of years ago,
MERF was able to spruce up the welcoming spirit of
the MERF house and to offer a gathering place for the
community. With the matching work of the fun and
happy Pathway to Community, the best place to be
in Mentone is at the MERF house! During May, the
Rhododendron Garden Club will do some additional
glamorizing of the grounds, especially around the
base of the MERF house. Thanks to a wonderful

community, we have a beautiful place to enjoy the
outdoors and each other.
No Rhodie Festival, no problem! MERF will have
a spring pop-up shop at the MERF house on Friday,
May 14, from 3–5 p.m. and on Saturday, May 15,
from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Drop by to purchase a “Leave
Me in Mentone” t-shirt, cap, sweatshirt, or tote. Get a
gift for yourself or your loved one that gives twice. All
proceeds support the work of MERF.
How fortunate was MERF to offer one more
Afternoon with the Artists on Friday, April 23, at
Moon Lake Elementary School. Two local artists came
and met with the students, sharing their stories and
their craft with small groups. Local resident Paige
Parnell described to the students how at age 7 she was
intrigued by the art of ventriloquism, so she headed to
the library to learn all she could about it and started
developing her talent. Soon she was being paid for her
entertainment and used her skills to gain a four- year
college scholarship by being crowned Miss Alabama in
1980. The next year, she earned additional scholarship
money as the first runner-up in the Miss America
pageant. She brought three types of puppets for
demonstration purposes and discussed the history of
the art and many famous ventriloquists. It is a lost
art, but Paige’s presentation sparked many young
ones’ interest in trying it out. Our second artist
was Lacy Hope Dobbs of lacyhopeart.etsy.com, a
folk artist who also shared with the students her
artistry. She encouraged the students to find their
voices through their artwork while she shared how
she got started creating artwork that makes you
smile from the inside out. Growing up, she was not
encouraged to be an artist but she kept being drawn
to painting. When she showed her first canvas piece,
the students were amazed and some were ready
to buy it. They loved hearing about her attaining
her dream job of painting a mural at the Lookout
Creamery in Fort Payne. They can’t wait to see her
booth at the next local festival and hopefully make a
purchase. She produces groovy artwork for sale and
by commission. After experimenting with varied art
Above: Ventriloquist Paige Parnell entertained the
forms, she discovered her love of painting, especially
classes with her puppet, Tito. Below: Mrs. Long's
kindergarten class particularly enjoyed her performance, on recycled items. She loves using bright, happy colors
with the assistance of Officer Tim Davis and PE teacher to make others smile and feel uplifted. Her joy is
Dia White.

My boards may be a little creaky and
my paint a little flaky but I am full of
life. I continue to open my doors to the
young and the wise so my walls are full
of joy, laughter and learning.
seen in all her pieces. Thanks to the artists for sharing
their talent and time with the students and teachers.
#merfisgrateful.
Sarah Wilcox is the executive director of MERF, the
Mentone Educational Resources Foundation, a nonprofit organization whose mission is “To enrich the
learning and living of the community by identifying
needs and coordinating resources.” If you would like to
support MERF's programs, tax-deductible donations
can be mailed to P.O. Box 107, Mentone, AL 35984 or
contribute online at merfhouse.org. Contact Sarah at
merf.mentone@gmail.com or 256-635-8193.

Pictured above and below: Artist Lacy Hope Dobbs
spoke about her journey towards becoming a
professional artist.
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The Carter Holland Memorial Educational Fund
and Mountain Spirit Awards

T

by Sarah Wilcox

he loss of a child is one of the greatest
heartaches in life. Unfortunately, Lucie and
Steve Holland experienced that tremendous
grief in August, 2020 when their only son, 24-yearold Carter, was taken too soon by sudden cardiac
arrest. The Hollands live most of the year elsewhere
but have a deep connection to Mentone, as their
families have had homes and enjoyed time in
Mentone for six generations. Both Lucie and Carter
attended summer camp at Camp DeSoto and
Alpine Camp for Boys, respectively. The Hollands
and family wanted
to memorialize their
son of joy, Carter,
by establishing
an educational
endowment fund in
his memory through
MERF.
For the first time,
this spring two
graduating seniors
from the Valley Head/
Mentone area will
each receive a $750
scholarship to college
or technical school.
Applications are due
on Wednesday, May 5,

and are available from school counselors or by email
from merf.mentone@gmail.com. In addition, the
Mountain Spirit Award will be received at Honors
day for a 6th-grade Moon Lake Elementary School
student and an 8th- and 12th-grade Valley Head
High School student. The award recipients will be
voted on by the faculty and be given to the student
who exemplifies Carter’s characteristics of kindness,
character, and leadership. With music as his first love,
Carter's talent was only surpassed by his kindness,
unconditional love for his wide circle of friends, wry
wit, and calm dignity
as the embodiment of a
true Southern gentleman.
Carter was a graduate of
St. Stephen's & St. Agnes
School in Alexandria, VA,
and received a degree
in English from the
College of Charleston.
He achieved the rank
of Eagle Scout and
was honored with the
Great Son award from
Alpine Camp for Boys in
Mentone, Alabama. For
the Great Son award, he
was elected by his peers
and counselors as an

outstanding camper who made a positive impact
on camp and was a humble leader. Carter shared
his musical talents as a composer and multiinstrumentalist in Charleston and Alexandria
before becoming a journalist for Law Street Media
in Washington, D.C., following in the career
footsteps of his father. The source of Carter's greatest
happiness was his family and friends, and especially
the times he spent with his extended relatives on the
Little River in Mentone.

Becky Woodard realtor®

becky@hardyrealty.com
706-291-4321 | 706-506-0777

Specializing in mountain and lake properties
on Lookout Mountain and beyond. Let me sell
your property or find your dream home.

Knowing the value of friendship and inspired by the first buddy bench placed on MERF’s Pathway to
Community, the Alpine girls donated this bench with the inscription “One friend can change your whole life.”
L to R: Sharon Harris, Gail Collins, Cathie Crow, Jan Wilkinson, Sue Schwarz, and Doc.
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InMemoriam

Mr. Hoyt Miles Wooten
November 5, 1937 – March 19, 2021
oyt Miles Wooten, 83, of Blowing Springs Road, Menlo, GA passed away
Friday morning, March 19, 2021 in a Rome hospital. A native of Chattooga
County, GA, he was born to the late Oliver Miles and Emma Tucker Wooten on
November 5, 1937. Mr. Wooten was a member of West Berryton Faith Temple,
retired from the cotton warehouse of Mt. Vernon Mill, and was preceded in death
by his wife, the late Kathleen Phillips Wooten on October 23, 2020, daughters,
the late Janet Wooten and Jeanette Wooten; grandsons, the late Joshua Wooten
and Jeremy Wooten; brothers, the late Willard Wooten, Robert Wooten, and
Clifton Wooten; and son-in-law, the late David Wilson.
Surviving are daughters, Doris Wilson of Menlo and Brenda (Greg) Woodall
of Fyffe, AL; sons-Kenneth Wooten of Menlo and Donnie Wooten of Daytona,
FL; sisters, Carrie McDaniel and Betty Lynch; 7 grandchildren, April, Charlie,
Van Crystal, Matt, Hayley, and Brian; great grandchildren, Austen, Chandlar,
Skylar, Brent, Ashton, Milie, Joshua, Landon, Waylon, Braylin, Mavrick, Dixie,
Journie, Kenzie, Ryder; great great granddaughter, Hensley; and several nieces
and nephews.

H

Mr. Billy Don Farmer

August 31, 1936 – March 19, 2021
illy Don Farmer, 84, of Cloudland, GA, died Friday, March 19, 2021, at
Oakview Health and Rehabilitation.
Mr. Farmer was born August 31, 1936, in Cloudland, son of the late Sam and
Mittie Bell Key Farmer.
Mr. Farmer is survived by his sister and brother-in-law, Frances and Danny
Hegwood, as well as several nieces and nephews.

B

Mrs. Joyce A nn (Hawkins) A llen

August 15, 1943 ~ March 23, 2021
oyce Ann Hawkins Allen, 77, of Cloudland, GA,
died Tuesday, March 23, 2021, at Redmond
Regional Medical Center.
Mrs. Allen was born August 15, 1943, in
Cloudland, daughter of the late Sidney Houston
and Fannie Estell Downer Hawkins. Prior to her
retirement, she had been employed with Tad’s Quick
Lube. She had also previously worked as a secretary
at Bankston’s Tire and Oil and First National Bank.
In addition to her parents, Mrs. Allen was
preceded in death by her siblings, Carolyn Hawkins
Flarity, Linda Hawkins Holland, Billy Hawkins, Ernest Hawkins, and Clinton
Hawkins.
Survivors include her husband, Grady Farrill Allen, Jr.; sons, Race Allen (Paige
Mitchell), Kip (Donna Espy) Allen, Tad (Brandi) Allen; grandchildren, Will
Allen, Wes Allen, Linc Allen, Drew Allen, Matt (Kameron) Allen, Mary Kate
Allen, Emma Allen, Cole Allen (Sidney Smith), Cash Allen, Cruz Allen, Gunnar
Allen, and Kencade Allen.

J

Michael Eugene Brown

May 23, 1953 – March 23, 2021
ichael Eugene Brown, 67, of Ravendale, CA, formerly of Mentone, passed
away on Tuesday, March 23, 2021.
He is survived by sisters, Pauline Holleman and Virginia “Dub” Coker; sistersin-law, Nancy Brown and Sandra Brown; special friends, Ed and Ted Kranz;
several nieces and nephews; and his beloved dog, Shorty. He was preceded in
death by his parents, James Lee Brown and Rose Blalock Brown; brothers, Harry
“Mitt” Brown, Taylor “Charlie” Brown, Johnny Brown, Joe “Dude” Brown, Don
Brown, and Troy Brown; and sisters, Kathleen “Sally” McPherson and Judy “Sis”
Gorman.

M

Brian Scott Crowe

B

March 12, 1970 – March 28, 2021
rian Scott Crowe, 51, of Valley Head, passed away on March 28, 2021. A
graveside service was held at Bankhead Cemetery.

Joseph Nelson Blalock, Jr.

January 15, 1961 – April 2, 2021
oseph Nelson Blalock Jr., 60, of Mentone,
passed away on Friday, April 2, 2021.
He is survived by his children, Joseph
Scott Baumhover (Kent), Brittany Blalock
Thomas (Austin), and Joey Alexandria
White (Caleb); grandchildren, Liam Thomas,
Ava Thomas, Max Baumhover, Atalie
Andrews, Alivia Andrews, and Avery White; mother, Dorothy Green (Robert);
brother: Paul Blalock; sisters, Rhonda Blalock (Phillip) and Shelley Blalock;
and several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his father, Joseph
Nelson Blalock, Sr.

J

Connie Lynn Blalock Purvis

December 14, 1971 – April 8, 2021
onnie Lynn Blalock Purvis, 49, of Mentone, passed
away on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at Erlanger
Hospital.
She is survived by her husband, James Moore;
daughters, Taylor Blalock, Samantha Reed (Colton),
Breanna Blalock, and Makenna Purvis; mother, Kathy
Brown; sisters, Bonnie Blalock and Tamara “Prissy”
Hawkins; grandchildren, Piper Reed and Copeland
Reed; and grandmother, Ruby Stalvey (Russell).
She was preceded in death by her son, Britton Paul
Purvis; father, James Russell “Bud” Blalock; and brother, Sean Blalock.

C

Georgiette Faith M artin
September 10, 1946 ~ April 18, 2021
eorgiette Faith Martin, 74, of Mentone, passed away Sunday, April 18, 2021,
in the Oakview Nursing and Rehab Center of Summerville, GA.
Miss Martin was born September 10, 1946, in Valley Head, the daughter of
George Irvin and Pluma Deering Martin. She was a member of the Berryton
Church of God. Prior to her retirement, she was employed at Best Manufacturing
and had also worked at Oakview Health and Rehabilitation.
Survivors include nieces Kay Sentell and Margie Saine; nephew Dwight
Powell; and several great-nieces and great-nephews.

G

Thomas Leonard Morgan

August 21, 1966 – April 25, 2021
homas Leonard “Tom” Morgan, age 54 of Valley Head, passed away Sunday
April 25, 2021 at his residence. Mr. Morgan was born on August 21, 1966 to
Russell “Bunt” & Doris Biddle Morgan in Fort Payne. He was a welder for Heil
and a 1984 graduate of Valley Head High School.
Mr. Morgan is survived by his wife of 30 years, Kathy Satterfield Morgan;
children, Rachel and Steven Bates, Jr. and Dylan Morgan; mother, Doris Morgan;
brother, Richard Morgan; sister, Joann Dawson; and half-sister, Linda Legg.
He was preceded in death by his father, Russell Roe “Bunt” Morgan.

T
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Classified Ads

• SUBSCRIBE! Don’t miss an issue •

Have The Groundhog delivered to your mailbox.
Just $20 a year.

CUSTOM STAINED GLASS— Cloudland Stained
Glass and Sculpture. Residential, Religious, Business
and Government. We create, build and install your own
unique design. Email: cloudland@mindspring.com. Web:
CloudlandStainedGlass.com. FB: Cloudland Stained
Glass. 706-859-8211

Subscribe to The Groundhog
OR become a member of the
Mentone Area Preservation Association
and receive a free subscription!

COX TILE— Sunrooms, marble, baths, shower pan
repair. James Pleas Cox, 706-766-2758, jpcoxtile1@gmail.
com.

HAND-CARVED cottage signs, walking sticks,
figurines, and more. Woodcarvings by Don Highfield.
Contact Don at 256-634-4222 or 706-340-3124. bit.ly/

Name							

donhighfield

City							

State		

RENT A HUSBAND—A complete handyman service.
Decks, painting, pressure washing, sheet rock repairs,
carpentry, bath & kitchen, remodeling, windows, doors,
fences. Ask for monthly discounts. Free estimates. Home
or office. Call Brian at 256-505-9841.

Email 						

Phone

COTTAGE & CABIN RENTALS in Mentone,
AL, high atop LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN near the
attractions and downtown. Best Brow Views, River Front
and more. See us at cottagesofmentone.com. Call or text
any time 504-481-8666.

❍

FURNITURE REPAIR • Restoration • Refinishing
• Repainting • Heirlooms • Almost antiques • Midcentury modern • Flea market finds. In-home work on
cabinets, panelling, mantles, staircases, all trimwork. 35
years’ experience. Pick up and delivery available. Call
Allen Treadaway at 706-857-4977 or 706-528-3476.
WANT TO BUY: Old picture postcards and old
summer camp brochures of Mentone and surrounding
area. Call David at 256-997-7850.
WINDOW CLEANING—Interior & exterior
windows, sills, frames, screens, doors thoroughly cleaned
with a non-toxic solution. References available. Free
estimates. Reasonably priced. Home, office, rental
properties. Call Steve Lockhart at 256-634-4030 or 256347-7403 or email steve.lockhart5683@yahoo.com.

Advertise in
The Groundhog!
Current Rates & Sizes

All sizes are width x height and measured in inches.

1/8 page $50 / $65* (3.25 x 5 or 5 x 3.25)
1/6 page $75 / $95* (3.25 x 6.75 or 5 x 4.5)
1/5 page $87 / $110* (3.25 x 8 or 5 x 5.25)
1/4 page $100 / $125* (5 x 6.5)
1/3 page $150 / $185* (5 x 8.75 or 10 x 4.25)
1/2 page $200 / $250* (10 x 6.5 )
Full page $300 / $375* (10 x 13)
*up charge for color
Layout Charge 10% of ad cost
Classified Ads 45 words or less. $10/advance

Design services available
mapamentone.com/groundhog-ads
GroundhogAds@yahoo.com

(256) 289-2002

Date

Address

❍

Zip

New Subscription $20
❍ Renewal $20
Make check payable to The Groundhog, PO Box 387, Mentone, AL 35984.

OR
I wish to become a member of MAPA and receive a free subscription.
Individuals: $20 • Couples $30
Make check payable to MAPA, PO Box 50, Mentone, AL 35984.

Is there someone special in your life who would appreciate a Groundhog subscription?
Just fill in their information above and fill in your name below.
From:

The Groundhog is available
at these locations…
MENTONE
Artisans
Body Maintenance
Clip Joint
Elevation Bistro
Fort Payne Water
Hair @ The Village
The Hatter Café
Helena’s Gas & Deli
Hummingbird at Loom
Kawliga’s
Lil Mole Run Golf Course
Little River Hardware
Log Cabin Village
Lookout Mountain Realty
Mentone Arts Center
Mentone Farmers Market
Mentone Inn
Mentone Market
Mentone Realty
Mentone Town Hall
Moon Lake Trading Company
Rocky Top Pottery
St. Joseph's Church
Southern Style
Tip Top Bake Shop
Wildflower Café

VALLEY HEAD/
HAMMONDVILLE
I-59 Rest Area
Dave’s Antiques
Hammondville Town Hall
Merit Bank		
Nena’s Produce
Valley Head Drugs
Valley Head Food Mart
Valley Head Town Hall
Valley Head Water Board
FORT PAYNE
Alabama Fan Club & Museum
Bargain Depot
Big Mill & Vintage 1889
Blue Jug
Boom Town Makers Market
Brown’s Cleaners
Bruce’s Foodland
Chamber of Commerce
Day’s Inn
DeKalb Library
DeSoto State Park Lodge
DSP Country Store
First Fidelity Bank
Fischer X-Roads Store
Hampton Inn
Holiday Inn
Huddle House

Priceless IGA
Quality Inn
Rim of the Canyon Café
Southern Properties
The Spot Coffee Shop
The Strand
Waffle House
Wilson Realty

GEORGIA
BJ’s State Line Store
Crossroads Market
Ingles
Jim's Family Restaurant
River Ridge Escape
Menlo Design Cuts
Menlo Lucky’s
Menlo Restaurant
Menlo Town Hall
Mountain Top Country
Store
Paradise Garden
Reece Tire

readthegroundhog.com
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Mentone
Farmers Market
Every Saturday
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
YEAR ROUND

Fresh & Locally Produced

Veggies • Fruits • Eggs • Pasture-raised Meats
Herbs • Breads • Baked Goods & Sweets
Soaps • Teas • Herbal Remedies

In downtown Mentone,
on the square at the Mentone Inn
www.facebook.com/MentoneFarmersMarket

Fresh Sweets • To-Go Meals
Jams • Teas • Unique Gifts
Ask about special orders!

OPEN HOURS
Fridays 11am–4pm • Saturdays 10am–4pm

Call Us at 205.907.8486
Behind the Hitching Post in Mentone
6081 AL Hwy 117, Mentone, AL 35984

Follow Us on Facebook!

Artist Pop-ups
and Summer
Events
by Anne McLeod

T

he Little River Artists Council is happy to announce that its Artist Pop-up
Markets have returned in 2021. The next pop-up will be Saturday, May
15, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Mentone Farmers Market beside the
Mentone Inn at the corner of Highway 117 and County Road 89. Kori Lankster
and Corri Akins, both of whom are Alabama natives, will show and sell their
work.
Kori Lankster is a self-taught mixed media artist from Sand Mountain. Inspired
by the details in nature, her work captures the otherworldly in the mundane.
Kori’s love for hiking, travel, and the supernatural come together to evoke an interdimensional perspective on the natural world around us. Combining abstract,
surreal, and natural landscapes, she hopes to inspire others to fall back in love with
the majesty of the universe.
Corri Akins is a mixed media artist born and raised in northeast Alabama. She
served five years in the U.S. Marine Corps as an Avionics Electronics Technician,
which included troubleshooting and repairing all the electronics in the cockpits
of F/A-18 fighter jets. After leaving the military, she attended Northeast Alabama
Community College and graduated with a Pre-Med degree. Corri works in
multiple media, including wood, canvas, and old photographs. She does murals
and residential house painting as well. Art has always been the passion she returns
to, no matter what else is going on in her life, bringing her a joy she hopes to share.
Watch next month’s Groundhog, and the Little River Arts Council Facebook
and Instagram accounts for updates on summer events.
The Music for the People Summer Concert series will return this year, with
concerts planned for June, July, August, and September. The Arts Council will
also bring back the popular Chalk Art Contest, one of the few in-person events we
were able to hold in 2020. These events, which will be free and open to the public,
are opportunities for locals and visitors to enjoy art and to get to know the artists
who make this community a creative hub.
If you’re an artist or crafter interested in setting up at the pavilion on a Saturday
morning this spring or summer, text Destin Padgett at (256) 926-8375 for more
information.
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Mountain Lore

The Whippoorwill
by Charlotte Gentry
(reprinted from the May 2011 edition of The Groundhog)

T

here are differing bits of mountain lore
pertaining to the whippoorwill. Few
have ever seen this nocturnal bird,
which is actually a member of the night
hawk family, but most folks recognize
its call.
Perhaps the most commonly-held
belief among mountain people was
if you heard the haunting sound of a
whippoorwill right outside your window
at night, there would be a death.
Another, less gloomy, piece of mountain
wisdom held the song of the whippoorwill to
be a sign it was time to go barefoot. Some folk referred
to the cold snap between “Dogwood Winter” and “Blackberry Winter” as
“Whippoorwill Winter.” One could pretty much depend on consistently warmer
days when they began to hear the whippoorwill.
Unmarried young women would listen for the whippoorwill’s calls and
count them. One call meant she couldn’t get married for a year. Two calls
meant a wedding in the near future. Three calls meant she was doomed to
remain a spinster. A variation of this bit of folklore also exists where a young
woman, upon hearing the whippoorwill, could make a wish to be married.
So, listen for the whippoorwill.
Editor's Note: If you would like to share your knowledge of mountain lore and
traditional skills, The Groundhog would love to hear from you. Please email
groundhognews@yahoo.com or call 256-289-2002.

To walk in nature is to witness
a thousand miracles.

I

n April, Jane Faile was paying a visit to Ginger Beshears on her farm in
Shinbone Valley when she noticed this unusual oak tree. Ginger said she
planted the tree when it was an 18" sapling almost 30 years ago. “I loved
it when she developed the wise-looking eyes and nose a few years back," said
Ginger. ”We’ve now spent many years together, growing, on this land.”

—MARIE DAVIS

FURNITURE OUTLET

Drive
happier.

202 Greenhill Blvd., Fort Payne, AL 35967

We’re Open 7 Days A Week
7am-10pm

Located in Collinsville, Alabama
Mark Mitchell, Agent
17174 Broad Street
Henagar, AL 35978
Bus: 256-657-6252
mark.mitchell.b2g1@statefarm.com

Join the millions who
protect their cars with
us. It’s one more way I’m
here to help life go right.
CALL ME TODAY
FOR A QUOTE.
™

CEDAR

The beauty of Hand Crafted Cedar
Traditional or Rustic Styles

POLYWOOD

Weather Resistant • Maintenance Free
High Durability • Stainless Steel Hardware

WALL BEDS ALSO!
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
1601561

Texas County Mutual
Dallas, TX

alabamaoutdoorfurnitureoutlet.com

256-490-4025

256-8 45-1970

WIC Vouchers
Quantity Rights Reserved

Snap Benefits
None Sold to Dealers

We Feature All This and More!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gift Cards
Incoming & Outgoing Fax Service
Postage Stamps
Copies
Deli/Bakery
“Choice” Grade Beef
Fresh Seafood
Extended Lines of Gourmet, Specialty and
Diet Food

We Accept
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River Voice by Angie Shugart

“Indeed the river is a perpetual gala, and boasts
each month a new ornament." —Ralph Waldo Emerson

A

hhh, May. Spring flowers are in full bloom, the birds are singing and the
water in Little River is crystal clear, making it very inviting. Oh, but I
know better. That water is COLD!!
Soon, the warm days of May will attract visitors to Little River like a
hummingbird to sweet nectar; however, it is Memorial Day weekend that will be
the official kickoff to the swim season! In 2014, Travel and Leisure magazine listed
Little River #1 out of 20 swimming holes in the nation. Since then, ecotourism
has exploded and has become the #1 industry in DeKalb County. Little River
Canyon National Preserve, home to Little River Canyon, will see day and weekend
visitors flock to favorite swimming spots like Little Falls (Hippie Hole), Blue
Hole, Eberhart Point and little pieces of paradise deep within the Canyon. Desoto
State Park will see the same, as they have some pretty amazing swimming spots
below Indian Falls along the West Fork. Summer camps will be in full swing and
campers will find the refreshing waters of Little River gratifying after a year off
due to the pandemic.
Little River Waterkeeper is going to keep you up-to-date on weekly water
quality results so you can get the skinny before you dip! We will take water
samples on Little River from your favorite swimming holes and post test results
each Thursday on theswimguide.org, just in time for the weekend. Just go under
“Beach Finder” and the app will zoom to your location.
2020 test sites will be: West Fork @ DeSoto Falls; Middle Fork @ Lake
Lahusage; East Fork @ Lake Lahusage; West Fork @ Indian Falls (DSP); Little
River @ Blue Hole; Little River @ Little Falls (Martha’s Falls, Hippie Hole); and
Little River @ Canyon Mouth Park.
So, what do we test for? Our state certified lab conducts tests for E Coli, a
common bacteria found in warm-blooded mammals that can enter Little River
through runoff because of failing septic systems; pH, which determines the acidity
and alkalinity in the water sample; dissolved oxygen, which helps us determine
if our fish and other organisms are living in a healthy habitat; turbidity, which
measures the cloudiness in Little River and helps determine how much run-off is
suspended in the water table; and nitrogen, which measures agricultural runoff
from fields.

So, why is this preventative measure important for us to understand the overall
health of Little River and our impact on the Little River Watershed? Little River is
truly the lifeblood of the Mentone area. Thousands of youth attend local summer
camps and visitors flock to Little River to enjoy its refreshing waters. Water testing
for E. coli and other pollutants makes sure that our local swimming holes are
safe and meet state water quality standards. Recreational water illnesses caused by
germs and bacteria can be spread by swallowing or simply coming into contact
with contaminated water. These illnesses include stomach, ear, and skin infections,
but diarrhea is the most frequently reported illness.
Because the ecosystem of Little River is unique and fragile, other water quality
parameters are also taken into account when testing for physical, chemical, or
biological properties. When we find algae in the water or have a high nitrogen
reading, this is often an indicator of agricultural runoff, which can be detrimental
to water quality and aquatic life. When we get a high reading for turbidity, this
means the water is muddy from a disturbance upstream and the sedimentation can
carry pollutants. Deposits from sedimentation pollution can choke out microscopic
aquatic organisms that provide priceless environmental services, such as filtration.
When we have a pH reading that is too high or too low, aquatic organisms living
within it will die. The majority of aquatic creatures prefer a pH range of 6.5–9.0.
This useful data helps us determine how to best manage and restore parts of the
river corridor over time.
Weekly water testing will take place from May 26 until September 1. Get the
Skinny before you Dip at theswimguide.org
You can support the 2020 SwimGuide season by joining SwimClub! Your
financial support helps us monitor Little River. Each $10 donation funds one test
site. You may choose to make a one-time or recurring donation. Your generous gift
will be highlighted on our social media pages with a picture of the sponsored water
sample.
Angie Shugart is the executive director of Little River Waterkeeper, a 501(c)(3) water
advocacy program and a member of the Waterkeeper Alliance, a global clean water
movement. Learn more at littleriverwaterkeeper.org. Donations are tax deductible.
215 Grand Ave. SW Fort Payne, AL 35967.

Why Little River Is Special To Me

W

by Clarence McDorman III

hen I recall the legacy of
hurl you down to the falls fast. Clarence
my family's times on Little
Jr. was renowned for taking “Midnight
River, my heart overflows
Boat Rides” down to the falls, and I
with contentment. The McDorman
would dutifully man the bow of the
Mentone property is positioned on the
motorboat with a flashlight, calling
river, across from Camp Skyline. If you
out direction changes to navigate the
drive slowly over the new bridge, you
narrow parts of the river. The family has
might catch a glimpse of our stone dock
swum all over Little River, off our dock
and boathouse, built in the early 1920s
and at Skyline and Laney – especially
by my great-grandparents, George and
loving trips to the rope swing on the far
Emma McDorman. I remember the tales
end of the Laney property. My father
my grandmother Kathryne used to tell
taught me to fish off of the dock, and
about how in the “old days” the river
likewise his father taught him, using
supplied the water for bathing in the
worms for bream and minnows for bass
house (there was a well for drinking water).
and catfish, and occasionally we'd have
Curiously, still standing on the property
a big “fish fry”, if the fishing gods had
is the stone “pump house” that contained
been good to us that day. Little River
Clarence McDorman, Jr. paddling on Little River in the 1940s
a pump to pipe the water from the river
has meant so much to the McDorman
into the claw-foot tub in the bathroom. My
family that my grandfather, grandmother
grandfather, Clarence Sr., was famous for giving motorboat tours down the
and father each had their ashes scattered into the river after they passed, which
river for guests and would make trips back and forth all day when throwing
is what I intend to have done once I pass, as does my brother Slate. The river
parties, enlightening everyone aboard about the flora. The family has had every
has ebbed and flowed through all of our hearts over the years. Sometimes, on
type of boat possible on Little River over the decades, my personal favorite
a pensive day, I love to go down to the dock, sit, look out over the water, and
being the kayak after a monstrous rain storm, when the roaring current can
remember.
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In-Person Worship
resumes at St. Joseph’s

Little River Baptist Church
established 1861

P

lease feel welcomed to join us each Sunday at 10:30! We are
thrilled to be able to come together in our church. We will
observe social distancing and masking. If you’d like to join
us virtually, visit our website at stjom.dioala.org and follow
directions for Live Stream. If you don’t have internet access or have a
question about how to join, call the church for alternative instructions.

Decoration Day • May 16

Lunch will be held under pavilion at 12:30 p.m.
There will be no morning service.
Bring a lawn chair for outdoor singing
in the afternoon (weather permitting).

St. Joseph’s-on-the-Mountain Episcopal Church
21145 Scenic Highway | Mentone | (256) 634-4476

Wilson
Realty
(256) 845-1530
wilsonrealty1.com

213 Grand Avenue SW, Fort Payne, AL 35967
randy@wilsonrealty1.com

Randy B. Wilson
Broker
256-997-6972

Beau M. Wilson
Associate Broker
256-844-7298

4501 COUNTY ROAD 239
Valley Head, AL 35989 #1063558

Reduced ! 5.14 acre wooded tract on County Road
239 North of Hammondville, Al. Nice quiet house
site large hardwoods. Home must be built on site
and have 1,600 sq ft heated area minimum. Horses
are allowed. Public water, 300 feet of paved road
frontage and now only $18,500.

COUNTY ROAD 166
Fort Payne, AL 35967 #808434

3200 COUNTY ROAD 739
Ider, AL 35981
#1779114

18.34 ACRES ON BROW of Sand
Mountain less than 3 miles off I-59 at
the Sulphur Springs exit. Large unique
rock formations and great view both
East and West at the Brow. Over 900
feet of brow frontage. Only $135,000.

LOTS 7 & 7A, COUNTY RD 822
Collinsville, AL 35961
#1119184

PRIVATE. HUGE TREES. Great View.
8.3 acre brow tract. Public water.
Paved road. Lookout MountainAbundant wildlife perfect cabin site.
Only $55,000.

4611 CITADEL ROCK ROAD
Fort Payne, AL 35967
#580083

DESOTO BLUFFS - CITADEL ROCK
ROAD - LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, 4.02
acre tract with a panoramic view for
miles. A most unique tract and only
$85,000.

A view from Lookout Mountain with owner financing
available! Wooded Bluff lot with 1.3 acres, paved
road frontage, city water and only $30,000.

4621 CITADEL ROCK ROAD
Fort Payne, AL 35967 #600562

DeSoto Bluffs - Citadel Rock Road - Near DeSoto
State Park - 1.07 Acre wooded tract, perfect for
cabin. Across the road from the brow and Only
$17,500.

4200 CITADEL ROCK ROAD
Fort Payne, AL 35967 #788861

• Contact Us Today •

We get your listing in front of quality buyers.
We are here to help you every step of the way!

DeSoto Bluffs. Just south of DeSoto State Park.
Brow lot on Citadel Rock Road on Lookout Mtn.
Overlooking North Fort Payne, 4-acre tract, partially
cleared with driveway. Lots of room and great view.
Only $85,000.
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Valley Head School Celebrates Earth Day

V

alley Head School celebrates Earth Day every
year. The focus this year was on tiny things in the
environment—things the students might not think
is important, like a flower or a bee.
“The goal is environmental education,” said 6th grade
teacher Tammy Cooper, who organizes the event each year
with fellow 6th grade teacher Angie Burt-Camp. “Younger
students learned about the importance of bees. The older
students researched flowers and bees. For example, they
learned that flowers provide food for other animals, and
they have medicinal purposes.”
Students gathered at a series of educational stations
where they learned about the bees and the flowers
and made crafts, had their hands painted, and made
tissue paper flowers, among other activities. The Home
Economics department made almost 200 cookies that each
child was able to decorate.
Agriculture teacher Cameron Mitchell is a beekeeper
and he spoke with the children about bee hives using a
model hive he brought to school. He also showed the
children how to extract honey.
This kind of hands-on education will remain with these
fortunate students for life, no doubt.

The earth is what we
all have in common.
—WENDALL BERRY

Experience Tiny Living on Lookout Mountain!

L to R: 6th grade teacher Tammy Cooper, Agriculture teacher
Cameron Mitchell, 6th grade teacher Angie Burt-Camp

BARGAIN DEPOT
Online Returns and More

YOU WILL SAVE MONEY!!
Follow us on

Financing Available

256-273-6877 | 1/4-mile south of Fort Payne High School
thebargaindepot.net | thebargaindepot.fp@gmail.com

In 2019, Little River Escape Tiny Home Community was named one
of the nation’s top 6 tiny home communities by U.S. News & World
Report. As a result, LRE is now fully occupied by folks who have
come from 12 different states and even Venezuala. We have decided
to embark on a new journey by creating River Ridge Escape Tiny
Home Dealership, where tiny homes are available to tour. RRE is
now delivering across the nation, as well as developing 4 new tiny
home communities on or near Lookout Mountain.
New Tiny Home Communities, come see for yourself:
River Side Escape on the East Fork of the Little River
Mentone Mountain Escape only 3 miles from downtown Mentone
Cloudland Escape on Lookout Mountain Parkway
Silver Hill Escape in Lyerly, GA
Little River Escape (Now Leased out of Lots)

Tour River Ridge Escape Tiny Homes and Communities
Tuesday through Saturday from 10-5 EDT or by appointment
8021 Highway 48, Menlo, GA 30731
RiverRidgeEscape.com (706) 936-0007

